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Political Card from Solicitor Spears

"I‘oI the \t?'oters of tile Fourth Judicial Cireuit:
rgret very much that circumstances have ari 7
‘40 resort to the public prints in the conduct t‘of msyenca:‘npaign for the
theltorslnp, for_ I have endeavored both by example and agreement
with my competitors to place the campaign for this office on a high
plane,by way of happy contrast to most of the cnntests'now being
wagegl'througlmu'r. the State, and to eliminate therefrom all per-
sonalities and slurs; and in such campaign literature as has lﬂeen
circulated in my behalf, or the articles which have appeared in the
newspapers, not a single reference, insinuation or derogatory
; -statement has been made concerning either of my competitors which
weould possibly be construed, either directly or indirectly, in any-
wise to reflect upon the character, reputation, attainments or record
In private, professional or political life of either of them:
Hence it is with peculiarly deep regret that I have read a cireu-
lar letter over the signature of Mr. T. 1. Rogers now being dis-
;tr;hu_ted, which is filled with insinuations, innuendoes and shurs a.t-
tacking my professional and official record, while at the same t'ime
. both by his spoken and written words, he assures me of his warm
. regard, high esteem and close friendship, and expresses the hope
‘that-, whatever may be the outcome of this campaign, the pleas-
-ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;’:&?al relations between ;a.l.l of the candidates may remain
. As I have heretofore stated, I am seeking re-election on my char-
<acter as a man, my professional qualifications, and my record in
-oﬁice; I have not espoused the cause of either of the candidates
foy Governor to further my chances of success, despite any insinn-
. =tions to the contrary; and that I have not done so is atfested by
“. . the fact that that the charge has not heen definitely made as to
¥ -';wlh-lcli‘:“Strs\\'""I am supposed to be clinging’’—the ““Governor’s
i ~smile’” or the “Judge’s favor”, It is true that I have not busied
| - myself in the gubernatorial or any other campaign, for the reason
3 ‘.that. I have considered my constituents sufficiently able to think and
.+deeide for themselves; and I have not sufficient conceit to think
' that T could influence them to vote against their convictions: but,
; nilke my opponent who so earnestly proclaims his independence, his
.+ dearlessness, his courage and his intrepidity. I AM MAN ENOUGH
X0 S8TATE MY POSITION IN REGARD TO ANY MAN OR ANY
SURE “:ihenevler aflfld by whom the question may be asked,
t regrrd to the effect it may have upon m liti -
~pr business interests. = i
uation that Ziave either deemed it necessary to write
graphy * some one else to Writes
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: iere are others who will need POLITICAL “‘obituaries’’
fong before I do); but T am proud to say that a number of my
_friends, most of whom have known me fram my boyhood up, have
“seen fit to make public their esteem, to testify to their reasons for
~endorsing my candidacy, and to set forth the canses why they he-

.5 . lieve I should be elected. and it seems to me that I would be guilty
« #of the basest ingratitude if I did not deeply appreciate their action,
...and very foolish if I did not seek a perfectly legitimate advantage
+¢ in giving the same the widest publicity. Oh, envy, deep is thy
“sting. :

And in this connection, T am deeply grateful for the indorsement
. given my candidacy by the members of my own Bar, at which I
have practiced for fifteen vears, during which time I have had the
hardest sort of legal battles with teh very men who have now given
me their endorsement for the express purpose of stamping as false-
Lhood a scurrilons campaign rumor which was being industrionsly
circulated in other portions of my Cireuit with the evident intent
of shaking publie confidence in me.

In regard to the charge that T have knowingly made or permitted
to be made erroncous statements in regard to the civenmstances of
my announcement of my candidacy, I reply that it is probable Mr.
Rogers may have stated to friends and aequaintanees his inten-
tion to become a candidate before any PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
was made by any.one as he did on another oceasion in resard to
running for Congress: but 1 was the fivst candidate to announee
my intention to make the race over wmy sienature, which I did in
the publie during the month of February, 1912, long before any
other announcements were made, and whatever may have heen the
intention of My, J. K. Owens, of Bennettsville, at that time. it is

hich force me
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a fact which cannot he denied that Mr, Owens has never hecome a
candidate for this office by publishing his card in the newspapers, has
vever filed any pledee, is today supporting me earnestly and openly,
which is evidence that HE does not consider me cuilty of auy bad
faith, and. it he is in Bennettsville on Aue. 27th, will vote for me:

and 1 defy Mr. Rogers to prove to the contrary,

In regard to my lamented friend and predecossor, the late T,
Monroe Johmson, 1 can only say that he was the celosest friend 1
have ever had among the lawyers of this Civenit, and that T have
never let pass an opportunity of doing reverence fo his memory
and ability: and no man, save one with an utterly malicious mind,
van possibly construe any word I have said or anything that has
been printed in my behalf as casting any reflection upon his attain-

~ - ments, his character, or the results of his work. It has simply heen
stated that during my administration of this office the official records
of my work as cowpered with his show Fewer cases dismissed and a
larger percentazse of convietions seenved during the five vears 1
have held_the «fiee than dering the last fiv eyears he served his peo-
ple so efficioutiv: and 1 vespectfully submit that my record in that
respect s oue which not only 1, but also any lawyer in South Caro-
Iina, might well he proud of.

In regard to the jnsinuation that 1 have been influenced hy un-
worthy motives in the dismissal and compromise ol cases which
should have been proscented, 1 veply that I have never dismissed or
compromised a case without the consent and approval of the Circuit
Judge, and that my judement in at least 95 per cent. of sueh cases
has likewise been concurred in by the Sheriff, Clerk of Court and
the Grand Juries,;with whom I e¢onsulted before takine action.

Inasmuch as I lave made so many official errors i nthe opinion of
Mr. Rogers. I defy him to show by the record of a single case in the

tive years I haye been Solicitor where he, by his-superior knowl-

edge. eloquence, or legal attainments, secured a verdiet from a
jury in Marlboro County—his own home County—to whick he was
not fully entitled in law and according to the evidence.

In the cases in which I have consented to a dismissal or a com-
promise I have always endeavored to take into consideration a man’s
circumstances in life. To many men the payment of a fine of $25
would mean far more severe punishment and entail greater hard-
ship on their families, than would the paymeut of a fine of $500 by
other men. I defy Mr. Rogers or anyone else to shdw that my con-
duet in any case, whether it was dismissed, compromised or pros-
ecuted, was influenced by reason of the fact that anyone connected
with it either possessed or lacked political influenee, money or power,
cxcept, as above stated, I have frequently asked for the imposition
of a small fine on a poor man, proportionate to kis means.

I do not believe in the imposition of fines in any case. I believe
that all violators of the law should be punished by imprisonraent
in proportion to the gravity of the offense, and this is the only
method of punishment that will put the rich and poor upon an equal
footing. But as long as the law imposes alternative sentences, and
those who possess wealth can pay and do escape imprisonment by
paying fines, 1 do not propose that for the same offense a poor man
shall be forced to undergo imprisonment because he cannot pay as
big a fine as his richer neighbor. Hence, when the amount of the
fine is left to the discretion of the Circuit Judge, I have always
consulted with him as to the amount of the fine to be imposed, in
the endeavor to render equal justice to every man. -

The Solicitor’s duty is to the defendant as well as to the State;
he should maintain an impartial atfitude. Therq dre many cases
sent up to Court which ought not to be tried. It is the Solicitor’s
duty to investigate all cases, and decide which ones have merit
and which have none. But from my five years’ experience in prac-
ticing with Mr. Rogers, I have no doubt that, if elected, he would
vigorously prosecute EACH AND EVERY CASE brought before
him. holding Court for a full week at every term, taking time to try
every petty, insignificant case, in the end accomplishing no more
beneficial results. If this is the way you want your Courts con-
ducted, then you had better not vote for me.

I repeat my regret that the publication of this article has heen
forced upon me; but I hvve felt that no other course was open to
me, and I cannot permit such imputations upon my record and the

efforts of friends in my behalf to go unanswered.
J. MONROE SPEARS.

i revealed the seriousness of the gen-
eral’s condition, which for a week
hest, +it 18 now admitted, was hope-
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derwent al removal
‘of a cataract in his left eye. Sor twe
days after the operation indicatjons
justified the hope of the general's re-
covery. Then beod poisoning set in
and from that time, with the excep-
health gradually declined. The gen.
tion of occassional rallies, the patient's
eral recognized that the end was near
21:( often spoke of his work as being
finysbed. !
Attended by Son.
2fyrale SHRDLUPUPU PUPU PUUFPU
Throughout the commander-n-
‘chief's illness his son. Braell Booth,
"chier of stalf of the army, and Mrs.
Pramwell Booth gave their unremit-
ting attenetions to him both night and
day.
| The aged evangelist died at his res-
idence, the Rookstone, Hadle Wood,
"some eight miles from London, where
he had been confined to his bed ever

GEN. WILLIAM BOOTH.

SALYATION ARMY LOSES ITS
CHIEF.

Rev. William Booth Dies at Age of $3

Lum‘lnn..Aug. 20.—The Rev. Wil-

since the operation.
liam Booth, general and commander- "¢ L

in-chief of the Salvation Army, died
at 10:13 o'eclock tonjght. He was
born at Nottingham in 1829, The vet-
eran Salvation Army leader was un-
consious for 48 hours previous to his
death. The medical bulletins had not

There's the Rule.

T always make it a practice to let ;

tomorrow take care of lr=elf,” “That’'s |

easy enough, but i's lorpetiing }'es-::

terday that causzes troubls 1or so many
of us.”

Deposit your money

IN

The Bank of Cheraw

Cheraw, S C.

STRONGER THAN ALL OTHER BANKS IN THE COUNTY COMBINED

0

compounded quarterly
0 in savings department
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THE PLANS ARE BEING MADE AT
SPARTANBUBG TO DEVELOP
THE PORT.

—_— .

AN INTERESTING DISCUSSION

_

Committee of Six Named to Take Up
Matter of Bringing Foreign Stea
ship Lines to Charleston.—Criticism

of Ports Present Facilities.

Spartanburg.—At a conference held
at the country club, several miles out
from the city, plans were formulated | .
to secure a great part of the trade
from the opening of the Pa :
Canal for the port of Charleston.

After discussing the various phases
of the question as had been outlined
previously on the programme, it was '/
decided to name & committee of sim
gentlemen who will take up the ques='
tion of inducing various foreigs 4
steamship lines to make Charlestom s
their American terminal and also t&
extend inducements to Western cltiesy
where great quantities of freight origs
inate, to have both the imports &
exports shipped to Charleston. -

The future of the organizatic
which was perfected was placed
the hands of the state chamber 'of
commerce and this body" will call fu=
ture meetings and push the sugg
tions made to & successful
tion. .

tory remarks said
would attempt to accomplisk . som
definite work and would have
gpeech making. - He stated that be-
fore Charleston could expect to' be ..
made the greatest port in th South-it A
wns necessary for that city to pro-
vide adequate facilities and be pre-’
pared to handle the bhusiness. He
stated that warehouses were greatly
needed in Charleston. .

Charged With Assault on Brother.

E. B. Gaskins, of Lake City, a well-
to-do and prominent man of that town,
+was brought to Florence and dodged in
jail to await the result of injuriese
said to have been inflicted by him on
his brother, A. W. Gaskins, at Lake
City. It is said that A. W. Gaskins
was drinking and his brother attempt-
ed to take him home. An altercation
arose between them on the way, and
E., B. Gaskins strurk his brother,
knocking him to the pavement, where
he struck his head. He walked about
some time after this, but later in the
day developed alarming symptoms
andsis now congidered in a most crit-
Whether the blow of
the brother, inflicted the injury
is the problem to be solved.

Fire Does Much Damage.

Fire of unknown origin partly de-
stroyed the east warehouse and stock
of the Kirkland Distributing Company
at the corner of Wayne and Lady Sts,,
Columbia. The loss by fire and water
will amount to several thousand dol-
lars. B. B. Kirkland, president of the
company, said that he thought the
loss was fully covered by insurance.
Mr, Kirkland said that he could not
tell until after investigation just what
the loss would amount to.

Candidates Speak at Pendleton,

The candidates for the various
county offices spoke to about 300 peo-
ple at Pendleton. The meeting, as a
whole, was a quiet one—the only dls-
turbance occurring at the close of
Josh Ashley's speech. Whide, of
course, considerable Interest is being
manifested in the different races, the
greatest interst appeared to be taken
in the race of the candidates for the
house of representatives, The candi-
dates announced themeelves as fol-
lows: For Blease, J. W. Ashley, Os-
car W. Gray, J. A, Hall, J. M. King, T.
F. Nejson and W, W. Scott. For -
Jones, W. A, Hudgens, J. D. Jackson,
D. H. Russell, J. B. Watson, T. F,
Watkins and S. M, Wolfe,




