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COUNTRY NEWS LETTERS

SOME INTERESTING HAPPENINGS
IN VARIOUS SECTIONS.

Kews Items Gathered All Around the
County and Elsewhere.
Spring Branch ltems.

Spring Branch, June 21.—On Wed-
nesday afternoon of last week Mr.
H. W. Herndon lost three fine horses
by being struck by lightning. It is
stated that his hands were plowing
in a field some distance from the
house when the thunder storm came
up. They hitched the horses under a

was struck by a bolt of lightning.
The horses were instantly killed, and
a negro hand, who was near the tree
at the time, was badly shocked, but
not seriously hurt. We sympathize
with Mr. Herndon in his misfortune.

The annual picnic held in memory
of Mr. Bessinger, a brave soldier of
the Confederacy, will be held this
vear on July third, the fourth, the
usual time for the picnie, coming on

Sunday this year. There will be,
recitations by the Sunday-school ;
scholars. The exercises begin

promptly-at 11 o'clock, a. m. !

AMrs. G. H. Bessinger and children |
visited their mother, Mrs. W. R.-Bes-
singer, last Sunday.

. Mr. O. H. Sandifer and family visit-|
ed the former's mother, Mrs. W. R.;
Bessinger, last Sunday.

Miss Blanch Crider was the guest
of Mrs. Mollie Herndon last Sunday.
. Misses Bertie and Ellie Goodwin
were the guests of Miss Mattie Good- |
win on Sunday.

Misses Eula and Clara O'Quinn,
visited Miss Mattie Goodwin last Sun-
day.
Mrs. R. L. Sandifer and children
visited the former's mother, Mrs. W.
R. Bessinger, on Sunday.

Mayfield Bessinger on Sunday.

E. M. O.
Hunter's Chapel News.

* Hunter's .Chapel, June 22.—The
farmers of this section are getting
their crope in good shape now after
a long fight with the grass, and im-
provement is noticed in nearly every
field.

The community grain thresher is
now at work, in the neighborhood
and lots of grain is being threshed.

Profs. N. H. Fender, Clifton Rhoad
and Herbert Steedley are at home
Trom their schools for the vacation.

Mr. St. Clair Rhoad, of Clemson,
is spending his vacation at home.

Dr. M. Simms Fender has finished
his course in medicine at the Atlanta
Medical college and, after spending
a few days at home, has returned to
Atlanta for work in the hospital for a
short time. .

Mr. Roy Hunter is at home from
‘Washington, D. C., where he attend-
ed school.

Misses Eva Steedly and Bessie Lee
Watker are at home from Carlisle
school, where they graduated.

With all these young people at

churches close at hand. picnics, and
other entertainments, we expect en-

_young, especially since Capt. D. Rice
Steedly is ever ready with his auto-
mobile to add pleasure to the occa-
sion. A. B. C

PROBE FOR DISPENSARY.

Aiken Grand Jury Appoints Commit-
tee for Inquiry.

Aiken, June 19.—Before adjourn-
ment the Aiken county grand jury
appointed 2 committee of three, com-
posed of B. J. Boyleston, Alex Cars-
well and Judge Henry Getzen, to
probe the affairs of the Aiken county
dispensary, especially with reference
to the administration that ended
when the new board, commissioned
by Gov. Manning, took charge of the
jnstitution. The grand jury commit-
tee will begin its work next Monday.
but it is doubtful whether a report of
its findings will be made until the
grand jury meets again in Septem-
ber.

The grand jury, as a whole, look-
ed over the books at the headquar-
ters of the dispensary and. in its pre-
sentments, deplored the fact that 1.
1. Southall, former dispenser at
Aiken, had been checked up short in
his account something over $£2.000.
The grand jury added that this is not
the first time that Mr. Southall has
ween short and that he had been per-
mitted to violate the law.
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The average man's conscience is

| former superintendent of the Odd

more elastic than his suspenders.

T. U VAUGHN LOSES.

Decision of Federal Tribunal Against
Condemned Man.

Columbia, June 21.—Attorney
General Peeples received a telegram
today announcing that the United
States supreme court had affirmed
the sentence of death upon T. U.
Vaughn and had dismissed Vaughn's
appeal with cost. The telegram also
stated that the supreme court had
dihmissed the appeal of Joe Grant,
a negro, wanted in this State on the
charge of murder, and who has been
fighting extradition. Grant will be
brought to South Carolina at once
for trial.

The following is the telegram to
the attorney general from James D.
Naher, clerk of the United States su-
preme court: 3

“Vaughn vs. South Carolina. Af-
firmed with costs.
rel Brown vs. Cooke.
want of jurisdiction.”

The Grant Case.

The negro, Joe Grant, aliag Brown,
is wanted for the alleged shooting of
a white man in Edgefield county in

‘Dismissed for

United States ex-|

SOME OCCURRENCES OF VARIOUS
KINDS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

State News Boiled Down for Quick
Reading—Paragraphs About
Men and Happenings.

Emmett Lee, a white boy, was
shocked from a stroke of lightning
striking near him Tuesday at George-
town. He was not badly hurt.

Hampton Bunch, an Orangeburg
boy, was accidentally shot with a
rifle near the Edisto river Tuesday,
and is in a serious condition. The
rifle was in the hands of Bunny En-
loe.

John Pearson, a negro accused ot
attempted eriminal assault, was ar-
rested in Bennettsville Tuesday, and
lodged in jail. The negro escaped
at the time, but was arrested after
an exciting chase.

A recent issue of the Confederate
Veteran states that of a family of
gixteen children, eleven brothers
served in the Confederate army. They

i906. He fled to Pennsylvania aud
has been fighting efforts of the South |
Carolina officials to get him back here |
for trial. After an extended hearing_‘-
the governor of Pennsylvania issued
extradition papers for the return ori
Grant to South Carolina, and it was|
an appeal from this decision which
Grant took to the United States su-
preme court, and which that body
dismissed today.

1t is the expectation of Attorney
General Peeples to expedite the re-
turn of Grant to this State for trial.

Case Against Vaughn.

T. U. Vaughn, who also lost his
case before the supreme court today,
is under sentence of death on a con-
viction of criminal assault. He was

Fellows Home in Greenville, and his
trial attracted wide attention. He
based his appeal on the ground that
the mode of legal execution had been
changed, after the time his alleged
crime was committed, from hanging
to electrocution, and he contended
that this was in the nature of an ex-
post facto law. But the supreme
court overruled him om this point.
Vaughn will be resentenced at the
next term of the general sessions
court of Greenville county.
Insane or Feigning?

Vaughn is at present confined in
the State penitentiary, and it is stat-
ed that he has not spoken a word in
nearly two years, and that he con-
stantly acts as if he is insane. It has
been thought for some time that
Vaughn was either insane or is a
splendid actor, for he has been acting
as one demented. During the early
part of this year Dr. A. P. Herring,
of Baltimore, while in Columbia,
made a close study of Vaughn and
gave it as his opinion that the man
was only acting. During Gov. Man-
nings visit to the penitentiary last
week one of the newspaper men who
was along observed Vaughn. At that
time he was seated on the floor, head
bowed and fingers constantly inter-
lacing. Although addressed in 2
loud tone of voice he did not seem
to notice that he was spoken to, nor
would he utter a word or pay atten-
tion to any one near him. It is like-
Iy that a committee of medical ex-
perts will be asked to pass on the
questior of whether Vaughn ispin—
sane or not.

Vaughn was convicted in October
of 1912, and has been confined in the
penitentiary ever since for safe-keep-
ing.

Other Capital Cases Won.

Two othgr capital cases from this
State, Joe Malloy, of Bemnnettsville,
under sentence of death for the mur-
der of Prentice Moore. and Will
Bethune. of Clarendon county, also
under sentence of death, have been
afirmed by the United States su-
preme court on the same point involv-
ed in the Vaughnp case.

Attorney General Peeples has won.
all six of his cases before the United
States supreme court this year. In
addition to the four mentioned above,
he won two insurance cases, which
were taken up on appeal.
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The Uniom County Neighbor.

The neighbors who are neighbors
are those who do something when it
is needed to be done. These are the
kind of neighbors that 2Mr. Willis
\lelton, of the Zoar community, has.
AMrs. Melton has long been sick and
this, of course, keeps Mr. Melton
from his work. Last fall his neigh-
hors gathered his crop at the right
time. Last Friday twenty-one of
them gathered at his farm with nine-
teen plows prepared the land and
planted his *cotton seed.—Monroe
Journal.

were sons of Mr. and Mrs. George

= .

Anderson, of Waterloo, 8. C.

A mule 35 vears of age died in
Newberry county the other day. The
animal had been owned by one person
for 29 vears, and was the second
mule he ever owned.  The mule had
a good record, never having Leen in
a runaway.

Creighton Bradley, a Sumter farm-
er, lies in a serious condition as a re-
sult of being stabbed in one lung last
Friday. It is stated that three men
and three women, all white, raised a
disturbance hear Bradley's house. He
told them to move on, when he was
attacked and stabbed. All were ar-
rested.

MUST OBSERVE LAW.

Gov. Manning Says He Regrets Grand
Jury Failed to Do Its Duty.

Columbia, June 16.—“The failure

' of the grand jury to do its duty will

not have any effect on our endeavor
to enforce the laws; our efforts will
not be relaxed, but will be greater
than ever,” stated Governor Manning
this morning in an interview discuss-
ing the, failure of the Charleston
grand jury to bring in true bills yes-
terday against alleged “blind tigers.”

Governor Manning today gave out
the following statement:

] regret to see by the newspapers

ithat the grand jury in Charleston fail-

ed to bring in true bills in the liquor
cases, notwithstanding the statement
of the foreman that the action was
regardless of the law and the evi-
dence in the cases, but was caused by
prejudice against the dispensary law.
I am glad to note that some of the
members of the grand jury stood for
upholding the law. The failure of
the grand jury to do its duty will not
have any effect on our endeavor to
enforce the laws; our efforts will not
be relaxed, but will be greater than
before.”

Governor Manning also addressed
a letter to Sheriff Martin asking that
he redouble his efforts to suppress
the sale of whiskey in Charleston.
He cautioned the sheriff not to be
discouraged by the action of the

Charleston county grand jury.
 — —

AVIATORS IN FIGHT.

Frenchman Shoots German Oppo-
nent.—Machine Drops.

Paris. June 19.—The following of-
ficial account of an engagement be-
tween a French and a German aero-
plane was given out in Paris today:

‘*An epnemy aeroplane having been
observed over our lines at Aspach.
near Thann, in upper Alsace, one of
our aviator sergeants took wing and
mounted in 30 minutes to a height of
10,500 feet. At this altitude he en-
gaged his enemy with a machine gun.

“The German replied with his ma-
chine gun, and onme of his bullets
struck the motor of the French ma-
chine. The eergeant again ascended
to a position above his adversary and
fired three bands of cartridges. Dur-

ing the third round the German avia- |

tor was seen by the Frenchman sud-
denly to throw his arms into the air.
His machine then began to fall and
it came down like a stone inside of
our Jine.

“The French aviator came down
under conirol. Once on the zround
he examined his machine. He found
that bullets fired by his antagonist
had perforated his cylinder, pene-
trated the steel shield at the back
of the motor and riddled his sails.
The Frenchman himself was slightly
wounded in the neck.

IN THE P ALMETTO ST ATE " NOTED CLIMBER GETS FALL.

Crowd Horrified When *‘Satanet”
Slips from Capital Dome.

Columbia, June 15.—Hundreds of
people massed in front of the State
Capitol this afternoon were horrified
when Harry Gardner, of Ohio, ex-
| hibiting under the non de plume of
“Satanet,"” was hurleg from the coap-
ing surrounding the bottom of the
Icom}er-sheeted roof of the dome of
| the State house to the base.

It was at first thought that he was
dead, but when =zssistance reached
| him, he was found to be semi-con-
. scious, and badly hurt. With diffi-
| culty he was gotten off the roof and
. out of the Capitol building and rush-
ed to a.local hospital. The man
claims to have lost his hold, the cop-
| per covering of the dome being wet
| and slippery following a driving
!rain. He had four ribs broken and
! wag badly bruised. but is reported
i last tonight as resting easy.

“Satanet” is styled the ‘“human
fiv"' because of his ahility to climb|
! buildings seemingly impossible of as-|
| cent from the exterior. It is vaw.idl
| that he has successfully scaled some |
|of the tallest buildings in the coun-
| try, including the,Flat Iron structure
lin New York. Yesterday he climbed !
{he Palmetto Bank building, a fifteen
story structure.

g e —
SHERIFF HOOD MEMORIAL.

Sheriff of Newberry Suggests Sheriffs
Raise Fund.

Columbia, June 16—A memorial
to the ldte Sheriff Hood, of Fairfield |
cougty, to be provided for by funds
subgeribed by the sheriffs, is proposed
in a letter from Sheriff Cannon G.
Blease, of Newberry, to every sheriff
in the State.

MT. LASSEN ACTIVE AGAIN.

Huge Pillar of Smoke Shoots Mile
Skyward.

-

Redding, Cal., June- 16.—Lassen
Peak erupted for the one hundred
and first time at 1 o'clock today,
belching from its main crater a pll-l
lar of smoke, reported to reach a’
mile skyward. Today's eruption was
the firat since May 31.

RAILROAD FIGURES 'TOO LOW.

State Treasnrér Refuses Tenders on
3-Mill License on Gross Earnings.

Columbia. June 19.—The State
treasurer has refused tenders made
by attorneys of the Seaboard, South-
ern, Charlestdn and Western Caro-
lina and the Blue Ridge railroads of
what the railroads say is the three-
mill license on_gross earnings for the
year. The tender in each case was
made in currency and refused by
State Treasurer S. T. Carter, on the
ground that the three-mill tax was on
all gross earnings originating in
South Carolina as reported to him
by the State tax” commission. The
railroads contend that the law means
only the gross earnings in intrastate
business.

AMr. B. L. Abney, attorney for the
Southern and Blue Ridge, tendered
the State treasurer $9,289.14 for the
Southern and $290.92 for the Blue
Ridge as their three-mill tax on gross
earnings. This was refused because
the treasurer calculated that the
Southern's tax was $27,243.23 and
the Blue Ridge $553.07. Mr. J. Ber-
ry Lyles, attorney for the Seaboard
and Charleston and Western Caro-
lina, tendered the treasurer $1,857.-
06 for the Seaboard and $1,412.60 for
the Charleston and Western Carolina
as the three-mill tax on their gross
earnings. This was refused because
the treasurer calculated that the tax
of the Seaboard was $6,790.84 and
the Charleston and Western Carolina
$5.239.

Tax Commission’s Figures.

According to*the calculation of the
State tax commission the total gross
earnings of all railroads im South
Carolina for the past yvear was $22,-
588,918, and the three-mill tax, ac-
cording to the State treasurer,
amounted to $67,766.75. The pre-
vious vear the returns of the gross
earnings of the railroads, according
to the Books of the State treasurer,
totalled $9.481,938.64 and the three-
imi!] tax amounted to $28,445.81.

Mr. Abney told the State treasurer
| he did not vet know what process of
‘law the railroads would take in con-

| testing the ruling of the tax commis-

| sion ,
)

] ——— ——
. His Ambition.

. *"Has vour son any pasticular am-
| bition?*

| “Well, ves. 1 Heard him say¥ the
| other night that he wished he could
find 2 way to get money without

working for it.”"—Detroit Free Press.

FRANK GETS LIFE TERM

BEGINS SERVING LIFE  SEN-
TENCE FOR PHAGAN MURDER.

Strong Pressure Brought to Bear on
Governor Slaton Results in
Commutation,’

——

Atlanta, Ga., June 21.—Leo M.
Frank today began serving life sen-
tence at the Georgia prison farm for
the murder of Mary Phagan, the 14-
year-old employee of the pencil fac-
tory of which Frank was superin-
tendent. His hurried secret trip by
train and automobile from the At-
lanta jail to Milledgeville preceded
by a few hours the issuance of a
long statement by Governor Slaton
giving his reasons for commuting
the death sentence to life imprison-
ment.

Frank was delivered at the State
prison farm-at 4:30 o'clock this
morning and soon after extra edi-
tions of newspapers announced the
fact here. Within a short time
ecrowds began to gather on down-:
town street corners and within three
hours their demonstrations-had re-
sulted in calling out two-thirds of
the police force and later an order
closing all near-beer saloons and
clubs where liquor might be obtain-
ed. At about noon a crowd, con-
servatively estimated at 2,500, gath-
ered on the'('.apitcil grounds and lis-|
tened to several speakers. Most of’
this crowd later assembled in the|
hall of the house of representatives.
where several speakers said they
doubted Frank had been removed
from Atlanta. :

Committes Visits Jail.

A committee of five was selected|
to visit the jail here and try to find
Frank. They reporied that he was
not there, Then: Sheriff Mangum.|
who with deputies took the prisoner
to Milledgeville, gave the crowd his!
word ke had delivered him there and
explained: the trip in detail. The
crowd, which packed the floor and
galleries, then decided to make an-
other demonstration down-town.
They marched to “Five Points,” in,
the centre of the business section,
and then went to the city hall.- As
this had been the scene of a demon-
stration earlier .in the day the police
took stern measures. Within a few
minutes the list of arrests had been
increased to ten, all charged with
failure to ‘“‘move on."”

Mounted officers rode in circles in'
the crowd, cutting them off in small
detachments. Apparently disheart-,
ened by such methods, the crowd
gradually dispersed.

At Marietta, twenty miles from At-
lanta, the former home of Mary Pha-|
gan, Governor Slaton was hanged in|
efigy. An inscriptio‘n on the dummy¥
read “John Slaton, Georgia's traitor
Governor.”

Issu€s Long Statement.

The governor went fully into the
details of why he commuted the sen-
tence, his 15,000-word statement not
being completed until aimost noon.

Frank did not know until a few
minutes before he started on his trip
that he was to leave his cell last
night. ~ His heavy, distinctive eye-
glasses were removed, which in it-
self was somewhat of a disguise. The
officers, however, placed a slouched
hat on him and he was not recogniz-
ed by the few persons at the station
at 12:01 a. m., when his train left.
He was recognized when the train:
reached Griffin and at Macon he was
reported to be very nervous, needing
the support of Sheriff Mangum when
he walked.

At the prison farm today Frank
changed his demeanor, assuming the
outward calmness that has character- |
ized him throughout the case. He|
again protested his innmocence, ex-
pressed gratitude to Governor Slaton
and said that he had intuitively be-
lieved he would at least get a com-
mutation of sentence. He was given
No. 965, donned a suit denoting the‘.
lowest grade prisoner and tonight|
apparently had begun the routine of
prison life. .

Solicitor General Dorsey, who
prosecuted Frank, issued a state-
ment - tonight in which he dec!aredl
that the “‘action of Governor Slaton|
nullifying the judgments of the State/
and federal courts and overriding the
recommendations of the State bpard,
of pardons was unprecedented.” He
added that no defendant in his recol-
lection had had the benefit of more
appeals to both the State and su-
preme court. ’

] cannot find in the record of the
Frank case or in the ‘governor's
lengthy statement of attempted justi-
fication one reason why the governor
ghould annul the judgment of thel

IN PENITENTIARY.

Governor Orders Winnsboro Prison-
ers to CoPfumbia for Safekeeping.

Columbia, June 16.—Ernest Isen- -
hower, Jim Rawls and Jesse Morrj-
son, three men charged with the
shooting of Sheriff Hood at Winns-
boro on Monday, were brought-from
JVinnsboro in automobiles, in charge
of Coroner Smith, who is acting sher-
iff, and escorted by eight deputies.
The men were placed in automobiles
at Winusboro after dark, and the run
to Columbia was made without inci-
dent. They were placed in the peni-
tentiary at 9:30 o'clock.

Governor Manning ordered the
men brought to Columbia as a pre-
cautionary measure and because of
the condition of the Winnsboro jail.
After investigating conditions him-
self the governor instructed Coroner
Smith to take the prisonmers to Co-™
lumhia and place them in the peni-
tentiary.

e

When the front of a large building -
in Piceadilly, London, was being
cleaned some Yyears ago, a Nest Was
found belonging to a pair of pigeons,
and the curious thing about it was
that it was made of .hairpins.

courts'in this ca:se,"-séi&_tﬁé so_lﬁf-
tor. 1,

Demonstration in Atlanta.

Atlanta, Ga., June 21.—Governor
Slaton tonight called upon the State
militia to protect his country homre,
near this city, after several hundred
men and boys had attempted to en-
ter the estate through the front
gates, which had been barricaded by
barbed-wire entanglements, and had:
threatened to overpower the twenty
county policemen, armed with riot
guns, who were on guard. The dem-
onstration was a protest against the
governor's decision today in com-
muting the sentence of Leo M. Frank
to life imprisonment.

‘Upon arrival of sixty militiamen
from Atlanta, who had been held un-
der arms for emergencies, the gover-
nor proclaimed martial law in a dis-
trict extending half a mile in the
front and rear of his residence and
about a quarter of a mile on either
side. .

When the militiamen lined up with
fixed bayonets to disperse the crowd,
stones, bricks and bottles were
thrown at them, A brick struck
Lieut. Arnold Parker in the stomach
and rendered him unconscious for a
short time, A bottle, thrown at Pri-
vate W. W. Foope, struck his gun
and cut his hand. The commanding
officer, Major Sheron, was struck by
a stone, -as were several of the men.

Proclaims Martial Law. /

The governor proclaimed martial
law at 11 o'clock and by midnight
the crowd had practically been dis-

| persed. There was no firing.

A telephone message from Mil-
ledgeville, where the State prison is
located, said that trouble was feared
there tonight and asked that the gov-
ernor order out the Milledgeville
company of militia. The governor
told his informant that such a re-
quest would have to come from the
sheriff of Baldwin county.

At midnight, however, the sheriff
had not requested troops.

The governor was surrounded in
his home by about a dozen friends, .
nearly everyone of whom was armed
with a rifle or pistel. The unexpect-
ed arrival of a member of the family
at, a dark corner of the front porch,
caused the governor himself to hast-
jly pick up a large pistol.

In front of the governor's house
were more than 100 automobiles fill-
ed with persons evidently there to
gee what the crowd would do. The
troops had great difficulty in clearing
the road of these machines and many
of their orders were met with the re-
tort of “‘shoot.”

Crowds Throng Streets.

Early tonight the principal streets
were crowded with men and boys and
crowds gathered on many COrners. A
large force of patrolmen paced back
and- forth along Marieta street, .
which was a centre for the throngs.
There was no indication, however,
of serious trouble.

About 8:30 several hundred men
startéd a march through the streets
and finally halted at Peachtree and
Pine streets. The police then start-
ed to break up the gathering. “Come
on. let's go out to Governor Sla-
ton's,” shouted several members of
the crowd, and a large number of
men marched north, on Peachtree
stfeet, in the direction of the gover-
nor's country home, which is sev-
eral miles from the centre of the city.
VMembers of the party declared they
intended to make a call upon the-
governor. A number of county po-
licemen were on guard at the gov-
ernor’s home. ' '




