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Santa Mik-e-

cA Christmas
Convict Story

By T. C. BRIDGES
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through ttiia coating, and sank deep
Into toft (tuff beneath, ranking the
traveling so terribly hard that, in
plto of the bitter cold, perspiration

Mood la beads on bla thus, brown
face

Ho was breathing hard, and evi-

dently desperately weary, yet he nev-i- t

atnpped for a moment, though now
and then, us he plowel hi way on
wardi, ho would turn his h(-a-d and
cast an apprehensive glance back
over hli shoulder

Had anyone been near enough to
watch him. they would easily har" un-

derstood hla baate The drab llrcry
plentifully besprinkled with broad

marked him as one of the state's
unwilling guests. As a matter of fact.
Hike Dcmpsey had been for the last
threo yeara a prison Inmate, and It
waa with the Intention of escaping an-

other seren yean ut unappreciated
hospitality that be had, a few hours
previously, "done a bunk" under coy-
er of the mdden snowstorm.

Tro puzzled thlm screws, that's
wan thing sure," ho muttered to him
self, and In splto of his fatigue a
slight chuckle escaped hla tbln lips
"nut faith, I've puzzled tnesllf, too,
and I don't know where I am no rnoro
than Adam.

"If I cud only git a landmark of
some sort1'' ho went on. "Knnst 1

cud And my road to tho railway, I'd
win clear. Mlko Dempsoy wasn't a
navvy slven years for nothing"

Ho crunched his slow way across a
flat valloy. Jumped a lltllo brook and
pushed up tlici steep slopn beyond

A gleam of light In the next valley
attracted his attention. It camo
from a lighted window, and thorn was
something comforting to tho lorto'
fugitive. In tho red glow cast upon
tho glittering snow. Without hesita-
tion, ho stnrted downhill toward It.

Presently he wns cautiously
a small house, which stood

In a liny garden surrounded by n low
drytono wall. Thoro was a gate In
front, but Mlko preferred to approach

It Was a Man Lying Flat on Mis Face

from tho back, and cliimberltig gin-
gerly over tho wnll crept up to tho
window from which tho light carao.

liaising himself till his head was
on a level with tho sill, ho peered
through tho uncurtained window Into
n barely furnished living room, light-- d

by n great llro of glowing turf.
A rouch stood In ono corner, on

which lay a. ounglsh man whoso ban-
daged head shood him to bo tho
victim of soma accident On a chair
liesldo him sat a sweet faced worn-nn- ,

and on ho bare earthen Moor
played two children n curly haired
boy of about seven, nnd a chubby girl
a year or so younger

Hut what arrested Mike's attention
was a llttlo fir tree, not mora than
four feet high, which stood planted
In an old bucket, on tho tablo In tho
rnlddlo of tho room

For a moment It puzzled Mike.
Then ho gave a llttlo gasp.

Ueggor. if It alnt a Christmas
tree' Why. tis Chrliu ., ere. I do
belave though, faith, 1 d lost thrack of
the date in the ould stone Jug on the
MIL But where s the prlsmta" Tis
as bare as me own pocket, be went
on woadelngly

At that moment the boy got up and
going forwara to the woman, pulled at
nr dress to attract ber attention.

Mother, I so t genu Clam cowing'
Hs awful late We shaa t have ao
Klsmas tree If tie doeaa t cose soon. '

Its the soon, dearie.' expfaloed
th mother 'Such a bed storm that
I expect be was late la start lag. Bat
now it s cleared up, I daresay hell be
here soon

Her words were cheery, bat Mike
caught the anxious glance she gave
her husband.

do out and tea If William's to
sight yet, Alice," tald the man. He
ought to have been here an hoar ago
I only hope nothing ha happened to
the poor old fellow "

Mike dropped on hands and knee
behind the angle of the wall aa the
door opened, aad the woman stood on
the threshold looking out down the
tstpty saowetad valley

Somehow the pathos of the bare lit-

tle f'hrlstmas tree aad the anxious
family appealed to his hardened old
soul, and when the door cloeed again
he rose to his feet, and Instead of fol
lowing out bla first Intention and en
terlag the house to demand food and
'clothes climbed the wall again and
made off down the valley.

"If William s coming this way,
there'll be a road of sorts." he said
to himself.

And sure onough there was
Though covered deep In snow, ho
found that there was a path down
the valley, which he had little doubt
would lead eventually to the main
road to town

He had gone another mile when a
dark patch In the snow straight ahead
attracted his attention, and ho caught
bis breath sharply as be stopped be-

side It.
For It was a man lying fiat on his

face, and. Judging by the snow which
almost covered bis body, he bad been
there In the same position for some
time, liesldo him lay a halfllllod
sack, also covered with snow.

Mlko gave a sharp glanco around.
The moonlight horizon was still
bare. Ho stooped and turned tho man
over.

"Dead!" ho muttered. "Dead and
cold'" as ho laid his hand against tho
chill check.

For a moment ho stood staring at
tho dead man's face, which was that
of a llttlo old man, wizened and beard-
ed, and very much of Mike's own typo
and build.

Then, Ilka a flash. It camo to thu
convict that hero at lust was his
chauce, and u thrill shot through his
w cary frame.

' Hull not need thlm duds any
rnoro," ho muttered, and, dropping on
his kneos In the buow, began with
trembling lingers to strip thu dead
man of his clothes.

Thoy were worn nnd old, but to
Mlko as precious as broudcloth, for
once he was rid of his convict garb
he had multiplied his chances ot es-

cape a hundredfold.
Not till he bad completed tbo wliolo

changu ot costume down to bouts
and bat, nnd bad burled his broad ar-
rows deep In a neighboring drift, did
Mike bethink himself ot the sack.

He snatched It up eagerly, hoping
It might contain food, and turned thu
oo litem h out upon the snow

A small drum, a bag of load sol-
diers, a cheap doll, a box of wax
tapers, nnd ono of crackers, and a
touplo.ot packets of sweets. Not an
article of thu lot which hud cost 26
cents, and thu vnluo of the whole not
five dollars.

Mike stood and stared at them. The
box ot roldlers had fallen open. He
stooped and picked up the little paint-
ed figures, and replaced them care-
fully.

' Bo 'twas fioor ould Santy Claus. '

he muttered. "And the children will
bo waiting on him. 'Twus hard luck
Intolrely "

Again he bent down nnd quickly
bundled eerthlng back Into the sack.
Ho laid this by tho dead body, and
turning on bis heel, walked rapidly
away.

Ho could not he more than four
or live inllex from the town now,
and with hi knowledge ot rail-
way matters It would be easy
enough to stow away In a truck, and
ling under a tarpaulin Im carried
scores ot miles away from the hated
prlHon llesldes there was money
lu his trousers pockets Only a lit-
tle, but plenty to buy food and drink,
n clay pipe, nnd n plug of tobacco.

Mike's mouth watered as ho thought
of u sQtmro mw.l.

Ho tried to keep his thoughts on
tho prospect of these almost forgotten
luxuries, yet, somehow It was dllllcult.
Tho plcturo seen through tho cottage
window kept rising before hla mind,
and though ho did his best to thrust
It asllo, tho effort was unaalllng.

Long year, ago Mlko had n homo of
his own, a wtfo, nnd a baby. Wife
and baby both had died, swept away
In n weo hy nn epidemic of diph-
theria, and that had been the begin-
ning ot tho Irish nnvvy's downfall.
Hut ho find never forgotten them, nnd
Innlght they seemed strangely near
him.

A sound between a grunt nnd n
groan burst from his lips, ho stopped
and looked back,

" 'Tis a fool )o nro, Mlko Dempsoy'"
ho exclaimed aloud. 'Ult along wld
yo, nnd don t bo delaying for tbo
screws to nan yo'" .

Again ho started forward, but
mora slowly than beforo, and no had
not gono a hundred yards beforo once
mora be camo to a dead stop.

THE TULSA STAR Y
I Tis no use. he groaned 111 Just

ran DacK an lave tnim things at ta
dure. There'll be time to reach
town by midnight"

The bitter wind was in his face as
he tamed back op the bill, bat now
Mike did not hesitate for a moment
Head down, he harried onwards, and
presently was again beside the corpse
of Santa riao froten meseenger
VMthoot a glance at the body he
snatched op the sack, flung it ortr bis
shoulder aad continued bis way up

I the valley
The glow from the lighted window

threw its red beam across the snow
a he ronaded the carve and came
wlthto sight of the lonely cottage and
a corresponding floor warmed Mikes
heart a he thought of the pleasure
of the children when they foand their

Christmas gifts.
Seeing no sign of life, he slipped

In at the front gate, and stepping
very quietly op the path, rained the
door, dropped his sack, and giving
one sharp tap, turned the bolt

Hut he had not counted on the eager
children, and before he could get round
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"All Right," He Said Sullenly, Til
Come Quiet"

tho angle of tho house curly-lock- s

camo ll)lng after him.
"William, where is Santy Claus?"

piped tho childish treble.
'It nmt William, sonny. Tell your

mammy as William's got lost, and I
brought tho things Instead. Now-- I'vo
got to go, for I'm in a mighty hurry."

"I expect jou aro" camo a Jeering
voice, and a man car-
rying a carbine stepped out from tho
dark shadow round the corner, fol-

lowed Instantly by a second.
Mlko gave ono glanco around, nut

ho was cornered. Tho wnll cut oft'escape.
"All right," be said sullenly, "111

come quiet."
"You'd better" retortod tbo warder,

whose temper long hours In the snow
had not Improved.

"Mummy, the pollcomen havo took
Santy Claus," cried the llttlo lad.

Mlko glanced up. Tho boy's mother
wns standing by, her face blank with
amazement.

' What does this mean?" sno cried.
"Is It William'"

'Not unless he's changod his namo
nlnco morning, mlssuK, ' replied tno
warden. "Ho was Michael Dcmpsey
whon ho bunked from Moorlands just
nftnr dinner "

"Hut 1 don't understand. He's got
William Crokers clothes on, and bo's
brought the things from Ashampton
that William went to fetch."

Tho other warder a grizzled, elder-
ly man shook his head.

"You've got mo. missus 1 don't
know what his little gomu Is uo rnoro
than jou.

"Most like ho has murdered Wil-
liam," put In the younger warder sourl-
y-

"He said William was lost, mam-
my," explained the boy, "so no's
brought the things Instead. And hero
they Is, all safe."

"Ilest make a clean breast of It,
Demprey," suggested the elder war-
der

'On nnd llnd out ycurself," flashed
the old convict. "William's down tho
valley there."

You take tho chap Into tho house,
(ieoriie," said tho older warder. 'I'll
go down and seo."

Half nn hour later ho returned.
To found William," ho said briefly.

'"Io'm from to death. Dempecy took
his clothes, but ho dldn t havo no band
In killing htm."

"Then, In tho namo of sense, what
did ho come back hero for Instead ot
skimming out?" Inquired tho voungcr
warder. In blank surprise.

"Ho rnmo to bring our Klsmas pres-
ents," explained curly-locks- . "Ho told

'mo so,
"Well, of nil tho everlasting fools,"

gasped the Junior warder,
111b senior wheeled on him sharply,
"A good thing It thoro were a few

rnoro fools of that kind In Moorlands
Ay nnd outsldo, too!"

He turned to Mike:
"t'omo along, Dempsoy," ho snld In

n rnoro kindly tone "I'll see as tile
governor knows now It was wo come-t-

take you And 1 reckon your play-
ing Santy Claus won't do you no harm
In nls ayes, any more than It nas In
mine!"

ST. LOUIS GETS CONVENTION

SITE OF WILSON'S
SELECTED.

Session to Open Wednesday, June 14

Republicans Will Co

to Chleags.

Washington. The democratic nat-
ional convention of 11 will be held at
SL Losrta beginning Wednesday, June
U. at soon The national committee
named the convention city and adopted
reMtattofM calling for the recrimina-
tion and of Woodrow Wil-
son as "the trusted leader of national
democracy."

Chicago and Delia contested with
St Loots for the honor of the conven-
tion, bnt St. Ixniia easily led from the
start and won on the second ballot.
When the trend of the voting wa seen
Texaa moved that toe choice of St.
Louis be made unanimous. Dallas
beld second place on the first ballot
but was displaced by Chicago on the
second roll call

The result of the first ballot was-S- t

Louis ii, Dallas II. Chicago 1.1. On
il.c- second ballot the ote was St.
Lrul is, Chicago 16, and Dallas 5
Tt e majority for St Loufc gained on

ballot, when John II. McGraw
ar.-- e near the end of the rail nnd
r'anged West Virginia's vote from
Ciicago to the Missouri city Then
the hoice waa made unanimous.

It has been customary heretofore for J

national convention to besln work on
Tuesday. The fact that Tuesday fell
on the Uth next year may or may not
have had something to do with the

of the democratic com '

mi'tee to begin the proceedings n
uay later. The oluclal explanation
however, was to the effect that the
convention would not require more
than three or four days to complete
Its work and It would not be too late
In the week to start on WVdnesdiy

Political lenders In Washington re
parded it at practically certain that
Chicago will be (elected for tho re
publican convention when the national
committee of that party meets here
next Tuesday. Dates for this conen-tlo-

probably will bo late In June.
Kach of tho three cities contesting

for the democratic convention put In a
bid of 1100.000.

St. Louis Facilities.
St. Louis. The St. Louis coliseum

at whlah tho democratic national con-
tention will bo held beginning June
11, 1916, has a standing and seating
capacity of 12,007. The coliseum was
built In 1907 at a cost of 1336,000

The structure occupies the entire
bloik on Jefferson aenue Iron Ixicust
street to Washington avenue with the
main entrance on Washington aenue.
It Is approximately a mile and a half
due west of the heart of the retort
busintss district.

Tho building is tho equivalent of
three stories high and Is an Irregular
octagon. Interlorlally the building
consists of an Immense octagonal
arena, circular at each end; a row of
(orty-elgh- t boxes surrounding the
arena several feet abme the arena
level, and arena balcoiiy and above this
the balcony proper.

Tentative plans for the seating of
national political convention provide a
speaker's platform and a platform for
press repiesentativos with a Heating
CHparit) of 1,717. Tills takes about
half the arena floor nnd two s

of the balcony. Tho rest of the arena
floor designed for delegated and alter-
nates will seat 2,400; the boxen will
lest SS2, the arena balcony with two
tectlons used for tho pross platform
will neat 2.GG1, and tho balcony 3,318.
This gives n total seating capacity of
10.407.

Ample telegraph spaco Is to be d

under tho arena balcony with a
runway leading from the press plat-
form.

On the arena floor aro two large
rninmlitpe rooms and on the second
floor Is ono committee room.

The bulldiog was opened to the pub-
lic during tho presidential campaign
af 190S when William II. Taft. then
Die republican nominee, spoke here
No political conventions evtir have
been held in the building.

FRENCH LOSE A SUBMARINE.

Austrian Vessel Is Active In the
Adriatic.

Vienna The sinking of a French
Milnnarlne boat, tho Fronnel and Fix
steamers nnd six largo and several
small Montenegrin sailing vousels In
the lower Adriatic sen off tho coast of
Albania Is reported. All the vessels
were loaded with war material which
they either were trying to land on
the Albanian coast or to convoy there.

Five of tho steamers and sailing
fhllw were sent to tho bottom by tho
Austrian cruisers Novara and Austrian
destrovers nt San Giovanni ill Medua,
which lies in the tlulf of Urln to tho
north of Durrazo.

Submarine Sinks American Tanker.
Home. Tbo American oil steamer

Communlpaw has been sunk by a sub-

marine in tho Mediterranean near
Tobruk, Tripoli. No information has
been received concerning the crow of
the nationality o( the submarine.

UUHHCJB HOT SHOT AT A0STR1A

no diplomatic quibblino
slich as characterized
the series of lusitania

notes to Germany.

SINKING OF THE ANC0NA
DLAUliHTER OF INNOCENTS'

Disavowal of Act. Punishment of
Comrrander and Indem-

nity Demanded or Dlplrmatlc
Relations Will Be Severed

Within a Week.

Washington. The text of the Amer-lea- n

note to Austro-Hungar- regard-
ing the sinking of the Italian steam-
ship Ancona, made public recently, re-
veals a formal demand by the I'nlted
States for prompt denouncement uf tho"Illegal and Indefensible" act, for pun

.". "'
American and survivors

.hows that on Novomlxr 7 athe flair tired a solid shot the

1''V tr r vT M

Secretary
hurnanltj shelling and the Ancona the

board had been put in a place or time to leave
the vessel the can aa
wanton slaughter since, the time when
the vet-- l waa and she waa it or

escape, and no other reason is to excuse
attack, not even the possibility
rest ue.

The government the t
is forced, therefore, to conclude
either that the commander the
submarine acted In violation hla
Instructions or that the Imperial
and roal government failed Is-
sue Instructions the commanders

Its submarines accur'nne
with the laws nations uml theprinciple humanity gov-
ernment the t'ntted State i un-
willing to believe the latter alter-
native and to credit tho

government with an
permit Ira submarines to

the lite helpUs-- i men,
women and it n.rrrs
believe that the commander f
submarine committed
without authority and contra to
the general or special Instr tior.s
which he had

As the goo.) the two
countries must rest upon com-
mon regard for law and hun r ty,
the government the 1 fted
Staten cannot be expected to do
otherwise than to demand tti vt the

nnd'roal governmei t de-
nounce the sinking the Anoonana illegal and artthat the olllcer who perpttratcd tho
deed punished and that

I t the fa)-ne- an indem-nity made for the citizens
the I'nlted State who were killedor Injured by the attack en the
vessel

The the I'nltedFtBtes evrwwta llial ft. a A,-t- ..

condemned which
cent

London Tho roops,
who last week their
from In Aouth-cr- n

Sorbla, aro now
they have not tho Greek fron-
tier.

from Athens and news
available London Indicate that the!
matter which was left to tho
and allied nt B.v
lontkl being nnd
mat win no o

to city without any
on tho part of tho tlreek, and

will to remain ths-- e.

Tho Ilrltlsh who had
farther from the railway tho north-
east of Lako Do I ran had a much more
dlinctilt In

nnd suffered more heavily
were faced by greatly suporlor forces
and, to an official report,
their to n posi-
tion from Lake Donlrnn to
tho Vsrdar was largely duo to
tho of three Irish

Acts.
Count

the German
that ho had been bU

to disavow Captain Franz
Yon nnd declared ho hnd
no to commit any Illegal
acts. Tho said
acted solely In tho cap-icil- of a pur
chasing agent for private

now a In
has been charged coming; to this
country a

fund to strikers In

ishment of the submarine
and for for 'he killing and
Injuring of Innocent American citi-
zens.

The course the United S'ate will
to have been

upon. The word prompt ax
ued in the note to mean
that Austria-Hungar- must accede to
the demand ot the United States with-
in a week, at the most the demand
Is not with, sev-
erance of relation! Is re-

garded as certain.
The situation between the two coun-

tries Is by the facts which
hare been brought to the attention of
the state In
with the of Austrian con-
sular and official,
cases. Von Nuber
consul general at New York; Baron
Erich charge of the Aus-
trian embassy here, and other officials)

were under

TEXT OF THE AUSTRIAN
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aSaMftaUv U.uT" dtm" minister of foreign

wr''ililnSrn'n,,i,hn. '.V,'Z1, 'ro.m other whorjurarrnn- Aneona
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steamship that thereupon the Anions
attempted to eacape, but being over-
hauled by the submarine, she stopped
that after a brief period and before
the crew and passengers were able to
take to tho toata the submarine fired a
number of sheila at tha ves! and fin-
ally torpedoed and sank her while
there were yet many persons on board
and that by irun-nr- e and foundering
the vesiet a large number of persons
lost their lives or were seriously In-
jured among whom wera cltUens of
the I'nlted States

The public statement of the
admiralty haa been brought

to the attention of the government of
the I'nlted State and received care-
ful Ills statement

confirms the principal declar-
ation er the survivors aa it admits that
the Ancnna, after being ahelled waa
torpedoed and sunk while persona were
atttl on board.

The
haa teen advised, through the

which has passed between
the I'nlted States and Germany, of the
attitude the government
I'nlted &tatw as to the use of sub-
marines In attacking vessels com-
merce, and the of Ger- -,

manv In that attitude, vet with full
knowledge on the part of the Austro-- I
llucgnrlan government the views

(the tov eminent of the I'nlted States
las icpreKed In no uncertain terms to
l,tje allv of the com- -

mana-- r oi me euDmartne tthKH
tru-ki- the Ancona failed In nut In a
place safety the crew and passengers
of the vesjel which they purposed to
destroy, because, it Is presumed, of the
irnpossiDimy oi taxing it into port as
a prize of war

i The of the United Stntm
consider that the commander violated
the principles of international law and

Tho Ilrltlsh casualties are oatlmntnt
at 1.600 while they wero forced to leavo
behind eight field guns which had been
placed In position cover tho

nnd could not removed.
What tho next move will bo Is

known only the allied staffs, but U
bolleved that the

forces will fall back
whero nro

and which will be fortified. Thero nlso
aro reports that tho allies havo landed

. division nt Kavnla, ninety miles
nlong tho coaist from Salonlkl and near
tho but thoro Is no

If true, tho object
to securo tho nnd pre-

vent tho from sending
troops Into Greece.

their nttacks on tho Serbians In tho
and on tho

In their hills, but
their advahco much slower than In
Serbia, the being easier to
defend

Respite For Men.
Llttlo Jlock. Hny an.

nounced that ho will grant a respite of
thirty dnvs to Dew Ion of

111., and Joo Strong, each
barely 21, under sentence to dlo In tho
oloctrlc chair. This will bo the fourth
resplto that has been granted tho pair
since tho moro thnn two
years ago of the murder and
of an nged nt Ilcnton,
Ark. Doweln Is tho son of a

of III. Strong, who
Is an Italian, says ho has no home.

Hungarian government, apprcci t. de Burlan, Austrian Foreign MinisterIng the gravity of the case, will
?CH"J.-i0- . '.' demands proinptlv and it rests this expectation on the

h? government will not sanation cr defendact which b the world na Inhuman and
American cUUens! ""'"" '"i h,Ch hM eau,eU ,h0 death Inno.
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