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SIXTH EPISODE

Peg dangled In the gir for a fow aed
eads, her frall hold upon the foor sur

rownding the opening through which
the trap had Just descended giving bor
a parflous grip on temporary safoty

Put the girl's streneth In forearim and
hands was nol suficlent 1o sustain her
weolght tor very long

Bbe felt her hold slipping and de
wpiie every effort ahe fnally com
palled to drop, precipitately, down to
the roem balow. Fhe landed with her
fesl ou & chalr supon which she had
boen: aftting when the trap fell  Pe
fore ahe rould recover her bewildersd
pouses she war grabhed from bebind
Py strong arms that rendered her
Bolploss,

In & twinkling she was thrown to

the foor of the trap, the chalr was
soal spluning by a kick from the (ool
of her pew caplor, and with a sudden
Jolt the trap agaln started downward
with Peg pintoned by sirong hands
to ite fast-descending floar. Her cries
fall upon doal onra Shoe was at the
marey of Chockro's burly honchman
The slevator trap quickly doesconded
to & subcellar, dark and musty, He
fore Peg oould realize what was hap-
pening, the floor of the slovator was
machanically Ulted, and the girl rolisd
belpleaaly onh o the damp, sogEy
ground., Bho knew that her descent
bad Anally suded-—and an the elovator
war drawn up, she realited that she
wan plons and defennelons
The damp subeellar was
death
gave forth & wirange a0
Not & sound of the »

silll mn

When she erind out her volea
1t

relen and

commotion In other 7 n of The
Houase of Mystery” reached the girl's
ears. Bho was utterly alome, prisoner

in unknowm conlines and
utterly haipless

Mennwhils young Toctor Lund was
fghiting bravely to free h elf from
the graap of hin opp the thugs
it pid sot upon hie room
through which Lund had firat entered
the counterfeiters’ den. Chockro hind

She Was at the Merey ef Chockre's

Henchman,
riven orders to his men that Lund
thould o carried into the yard, But

A npw |dea had struck the Hindu and
oo told his henchmen to carry Lubd
ther root in “The House of

Fhe thugs were nomerous enough,
with their combined strengih. to hold
Lund uwnder control until thay had car
ried him to the room UChoeckro had
doaignatod. Then they freed him. un
tylug bis honde. He took advantage
of a hrisf reapits to ge! hin broath
und to gather his str
resistance

The gang was sfter bhim Ip a twin.
kling, and in the larger room the scrap,
was renewed

Lund dropped to the flpor and the
gang of counterfelters foll upon him we
one man. They wellnigh knocked him
broathlesas. This tims Chockro look
sAlne o do the tylug himself, and in
short order bhad youug Lupnd bound

ongth for a new

band and fool, and with strong cord |

slened & gag over the mouth of his

prismnior
inta & &«

Then the gang threw lLund

roor

| them into the yard and scatierad them

The fuiir thugs left the scens while
Chovkro rommioed to teunt sud bully
the vietim he had causesl 1o bes ren
doradl utterly holpleas

Pog wis (o the subosllar bonenth the
room whore Lund was detnined, help
TR An whs 1 urd the leor
ing e amld @ won of the

Yu g il t hor. Bhe
! ¥ 11 1w | [} thar Hhe
[ 1 [ bt f b f
e Hor whed Land's eurn
M it f t wo o o el
him Kkuow Uliat L i In o
L ‘

1 1 (R Int 1 . 11 t t WAN
o and aa he strploed at the lash
inge which bBound B th Hindu
[ | thuntingly ol creinoil
Lound by Jeering remark

o trap the ¥ which the

vt v yard from
wharn | 1 t » '1.1
ipon th ir ihove him
o 1t an &leetrie sewilch

(Al tiwdl whore bo could look
down Into the open Lrap h out Inml
hund aod towch the sw or face
about and address his taunts 10 YOUung
Land without further <Moot than to
turn his body by a slight movémont

of his foet
“U've got your girl to a trap, and 1N

upan the floor

pay you both off at snce,” Chockro
falrly shouted FH turn the water In
and let you listen whils she drowns™

Young Lund desperately tugged at
his bonds  He dreaded the Hindu's
threat and as Thockro eoached aver
| snd threw down the handle of the
| elpctric switch, the sound of rusbing
| water camie to Lyand's earn

Peg ncreamed o terror, Chockro
looked down upon her and laughed

with flendiah derision. Lund writhed
upon the floor, and to Chockro his ef
forta seemed purposcless. ot Lund's
brain was at work, even if his body
was made temporarily usoless by hin
relentliess hondm

The girl in the trap below saw the
waters rushiog In to ovéercome her
A groat pipe in the wall was emplying
a Nowd Inta the coment walled pit, and
the rising tide bld fair soon to sub
mirge the hapless Peg

The higher the tide
the more Hendlsh were Chockro's
honrtleda taunis Fast her kuecs
soon waist high the water rose, until
it Lfted Veg from her foet. Then she
notleed a pocullar fact—1thers seemed
to be a slight main
direction nd the water eddied arcund

roke In the pit

current in on

‘ While the countorfeitors wers boat-

toto individual searching purtions

ing back aod forth among the piles of
lumber, T'og was making her way
swifily, but enutiously, out of the maze
nl’ timbars whith served her so waoll an
| shelter and aiso elfectively to baMo
hor pursuers. 8he soon found hearssif
at the end of the lumber yard and
near a network of rallrond tracka, upon
which freight cars stood In long rows

im she ran, out Into the raliromd
yard, and made her way smong the
carf.  She fled without purpose other

than to ascape her pursuoers, but kind
Iy fate wan gulding hor stops.  An sha
rounded the ond of & long row of earn
hir delightod gaee auddenty foll apon
the cireus traln, lving an the opponite
wide of the maln Ine of triacks

When FPeg dashed Inta the siseper
where she hoped to find Flip, the car
WM Orow d with performora

Old Flip was seatod on the sdge of
hin il Mo hand beatt out all night
marching wrowdd the lot Innuiring
about Pig fro yunos he met, and

i tr 0 the pliow triln
it i The other per
fint i wers UPvibe Lo i the
11 it ol own when Peg
{ TR | augh the deor of the ear
ind h o wild e i threw lier
il » the , e

'l rf iy wrt du
ral b Tor Py
| r Ko lten] mentefices f her
nd Fhe House of Mystory
She he tho show people to follow
her hudck to the counterfeiters’ den and
Foscie th o, whioever he might
be, that was helng held pr r there,

Fllp Inpisted thut Peg st closs 16
g ax the party dushed across the
fralght vards In the sarly morning
They ran through the lumber yard,
"'eg retracing ber steps as bhest she |
could, without, of ecourse. elimbing
smong the rows of up-ended timbers

Choekriy and him gang had givon vp
hope of finding Peg and bhad assem
bled i front of the den to discuss m
modiate plans, when the sharpeyed
Hindu discovered Peg and her res
culng party rapidly approaching

“Quick. Into the house, and lay low"
eried the Hindu. And he led hin gang
into “The Housns of Mystery

The advance guard of cireun folk
#aw the door through which Chockro
had entered, and were not surprised
when they found It locked, Two of

turned to the show cars, ym;u _I.-cmd B

had decided upon hin immediate plans
He told Peg and Flip that be would go
home, for a few deys, s his fathoer
would probahly want to advise with
him about the futtis of the show,

- - - - L] L] L]

When Mra. Lund returned home
frem her hurried automoblle {rip to
the counterfeiting den ahe owned and
controlled, she was greatly nurprised
to be informed by the butler that
Chockro had returned durlng her ab-
sence, and left word that he had an
Important Jetter to glve hér,

This Information catme to her oarly
In the morning following the fire at
the circus, and only a few hours after
she had reached home from her all
tight ride. She wan passing through
the entrance hall, on her way to make

preparations  again 1o go to “The
House of Myntery,” when she honrd
Doetor Lund in  conversantion with

someons In the Hhrary.
Mra. Lund stealthily approached the

door and lstened while her hushand
tnlked with Jack Novgne, the man he
hod went to the circus for the letter
Mip posecased —the very letter that
Mrs, Lund had reason to bellove was
right then * In the possession of
Chockro, her Hindu servant

“How contd 1| get the letter,” she
hoard Jacs Bovene exclalm, "when the
elrcun burnt up? Thero was so much

e Lo el |I|| exeltoment that T ecouldn't do » thing

on the letter Joh ™

I don’t care If the show d1d burn,
the letter teans more to me than the
clreun Laund
“You've got to got that letter, |1 tell
you just 1o glve you snother
chance I'll newly outfit the show and
opeti it agaln right nwas

Mra. Lund indulged In & smila of
quiet satisfaction as she passed on
upstalra to her room. When she wWas
leaving the house to take her automo:
bile, Iwctor Lund and Jack Boygne
departed through another door and
took the train for the disabled circus

With all apeed Mra. Lund procesded
agnin to “The House of Mystery."

When Mre. Lund reached the parlor
she intultively felt that she war heing
followad, When sha clowod the door,
after entering, she senwed that some-
one had aobserved her,

She immediately surpected that her
counterfoiting operations had  been
traced to headquarters,

There was but one way out—the

dorm rald IMsetor

and

& pormitted herself to flopt |
uy the water she realized that she
was helpg ecdrrlod plowly ner
puirfhes of the wit townrd the slde of |
the wall ponite the Intake
Feg o 1 in the direction tha eur
T t her, wnd when she had ar
Fived we L the wa there wan A
notlvend inderiow Lthat drew her
lege and feol Agninst 1he of the
welllike pit nelinetived v Wlckod
with her feol ugninst wall, and |
mimido An unexpected Wiscovery. |
Through the crnckas in & slulce gate —
Ui waler wad running out of the pit “There Is Your Man! He
Lund had worked hie body acrops a
fow foot of the floor until by ratsing | the =ho n threw them

hia feot, bound together as they wery
il e trie switch., He
ahovod the handle up and as Chog Lu-.

hie oo ach the ale

near the floor o the wall and on a
rushing food of waler she was carried
into an adjointng room

| Hin utterly unexpected drop into the |
pit found the Hisda woprepared for
| the tnvoluntary plunge Mo went un

| der, came to the = rface and floun

| dured around just long enough to give
Pog a et bresthing spell before he
followed her through the sluice gate
Mog'a wot and bedraggled clothing

rotarded her movements and she was
plow it gaining the foot
fight of ladderlike steps that led from
the room into which she bhad boen falr-
ly stapiited by the sudden rush of
water, Chockro followed her
| Vog nued her Olght upstalrs
and slammwed the door behind her
Then ahe hurrlied on, sseking an out
let at the end of & long corridor which
ahe had suddenly entered. Good for
tune was with her—tha door was
open, and Pog was soon running
through the }-AES-WI!J ehelter and
pafety in the pilesgof lumber,

The Hindu roused, by lusty shouts,
hin gang of confederatos, as soon as
ho bhad made his way out of the food
od collar. The thuge were quickly ad-
| vised of Pog's escape sad Chockro led

of a stesp

oy

selves agalnst the and burst the
door from e hinges

Thet the rescuers erowdad Into the

panesls

Four men with drawn revolvers ap-
peared at the head of the stalrs, down
which the ecounterfelters had Just
rushed to pounce updn the showmen,
and leader of the
sharply commanded the combatants to
hold up thoir hande
1 We are membors
nervice deciared
poew Arrivais
room wntil they »
the offcers proce
bands identify
Tha eclrcun

aof the mecret
leader of the
wily leaves this
1 a search,” Then
Wded to make all
thomaelvea
erowd ecasily explained
thelr presence. Chockro had sent his
gang Into the fray and then, without
risking bis own skin, bad made his
getawany, Taking the counterfeiters
with tkom, the secret sorvice men left
the house, and permitted the circus
people to return to thelr traln,

When young Lund and Peg emerged,
with the show folks, from “The House
of Mystery,” the young doctor, Peg
and Flip walked slowly along in »
little group by themselves. As theoy
proceeded toward the show traln,
Lund and Peg briefly compared and
gave Flip the benefit of thelr combloed
experiences

By the time the circus folk had re

[

I

attracted by the lessening of the o howse and followed close to Peg ns
of water, lennod far over the odge o firl-n- eautlo y directed progreas to |
the t in floor, Lund o ward the room where young Lund was
tinwed hie manouver | still lying und helpless, on the floor

Working fust Lund was able to ¢ Thus the resculng party found the
ar onough flour spaco (o meake up wof | obfect of thelr search, and quick prog |
fictont distance to give Him m leg | Fess wias made In v mening the rops |
length oliwneo to reach the Hindu as | that bound Lund po securely, When
he bout low over the 3 if the open @ whow folks were about W retrace
g in & fioal effort Lund kicked | thelr steps, Chookro and his gang
siraight out with his bound feet, and burst In upon them, running pell meall
lunded fn the middle of the Hindu's whn i short fight of stalrs, and en
back Eaging ) rescuers In m rough-and

Tho unoxpected tmpact throw | tumble flght, The counterfollvera wore
Chockro off hin balapce, sept bhim matched (o strength by the athleti
through the opening and v'.'.lu?nl.;!"-'- in performers, and the hattle was
down into the water below And at | proceeding reckleanly when matters
that instant Pex kioked loose the | suddenly took sn utterly unlooked-for
slulce gate that she had discovered turn.

new arrivals

Is the Leader of the Counterfeiteral™

chancs that men woera still In the op
eraling room to work the secret ele-

vistor, The chalr stood In its mcous
tomed place in the middle of the
room

Mrs. Lund seated herself and pressed
tha slgoul. Luck was with her, for
the trap begnn to slowly descénd, Once
she had disapg d through the par
lor floor, the oponing 1o the trap was
mochanieally closed, by the trick sub-

atitution of another chalr und section
of the fAoor

Mra, Lund descenided to the lower
level, passed through the mecret en-

trianes ond woas safely out of the den
when the secret mervice operatives,
who thought they had her trapped, en
tered the parlor and found the room
deserted

They loft the houss, assembled the
prisoners thoy had under guard among
the lumber plles and departed,

And as the ofMcers and thelr prison
ern walked down the street, Mre. Lund
passed them In her awlift automobile

That afternoon Doctor Lund arrived
to discuse with his manager the ar
rangomenta for reopening his circus

Doctor Lund commissioned his man-
mger Lo work out tho details of rejuw
venating the circus. Al of the stock
and trained anlmals were safe, and
miuch of the rogular equipmont of the
show had beon rescued from the
flamen

1t was declded to haul the circus
train to Doctor Lund's home town and
there eoguip the circus anew. Tale-
grama wore sent to the tentmakars
for & new equipment of canvas, Or
dera wors wired to replace the seats,
lights and miscollaneous property that
the fire had destroyed.

The owner of the show left on the
Arst traln for home, and the next day
tho cirous cars arrived st winter quar-
ters soon to be sent upon the road for
& now start. Notification was given
to the advance forces to change the
exhibition dates in various towns, and
to route the show for the rest of the
season, takipg the mew opening date
as the basis of caloulstions,

-

| nnd Fiip understood why

| and spirit by her Lrief reat,
| conld ses nothing
| pleasure in prospect

Tha threa Lunds resumed thelr uss
al method of Individual life st home,
Juat an though nothing had happened
Mr. and Mra, Lund elther knew or sus-
pocted the game the othor was play-
Ing. Nulther of them ventured even n

word to thelr son regarding his brief |

absence from home, There was un
open trues of threseornered dimen-
slons In the Lund manslon,

Young Lund resumed his athletle
training under his instructor, Jack
Boygne and exercined hin wecustomoed
froedom of actlon in his dally 1le
With & desire to avold scandsl of gos
sip in his homa town, young Lund
denled blmaelf the pleasurs of Peg'n
society

He mnde one trip to winter quarters,
whera averybody was busy with the
new equipment, and although he made
no special eMort (o Ond or communi
cite with Pog, thern wen eagernoss in
his gnae & Be wint<hiod for the gir! he
loved, Young Lund did 5o . Snow that,
for the purpose of avolding complica
tlans, Filp had prevalled uspon Peg to
g0 with him to & gulet resort In the
country and rest the few days that
they would be at liherty,

Pog conmented rather reluctantly—

Hao soothed
her with his fattarly caresses and told
her that the dase would qnle Kkiy Dass
Insisted that rest, afier her ox
expertences, would be vastly
And, nccordingly, they re
palred to a quiet resort In the vicinity
whoera Peg Immense enjoyed her
reutful vaeation and once mors he
came her patural, buoyant and fngeny-
oun aelf

heneficial,

The opening parformance of the re
Lablittated show wan Hittle more than
a ‘ryout of the equipment. The new
cayvas wan ralsed and “rehoarsed”
he blg working organization was re
unsemblod and the places of thoss who
had wandernd away during the lnyoff
wern filled For it was eoming har-
vest tima in the surrounding country
und higher wages than the cireus pald
were nttractive to some of the "razor-
backs” and workingmen In minor po-
witions,

Doctor Lund  ordered that thers
rhould be only onc performance and
that the show should begin earller
than customary n the evening—for he
had planned to give another party to
eelebrate the recpening of %is show
The “townera” fas clrene [olk call
people who are not connected with the
show) decided that Doctor Lund was
"becoming eccentrie’ ‘The wtirring
aventis that marked the lawn party he
had just previously given wers fresh
In memory

Flilp, smong all the performers In
the show, took the announcement of
the festivities serfously. To the olh-
ers It meant another Jolly night—tor
they were all too sympathetic to refer
to Peg's unhappy affiiction and the dis-
tressing Incldent ocoasioned by her at-
tack of convulsions at tha first Lund
party. But Flip had been too keenly
affectod by the circumstances to look
upon the coming event with anything
short of approhonsive droad.

Peg, light-hearted and gay, heard
the annotuncement with real delight
Completely rostored in health, nerves
tha girl
but an eveulng of
And then, too,

“ha” would be there!

This lnst confession of her Inmost
| thoughts Peg made to no one but
herself,  She had even avolded dls
| cunslng young Doctor Land with Filp
| saveo only when the old clown insisted
Hut Flip understood, and reallzed with

out his Uitle girl telling him that she
dearly loved the handsome young
phsysician—and Flip wondered how It
would all end

The reopening of the show pasacd
off without unusual incldent, so well
are such organizations usunlly man
aged and equipped. Everything worked
smoothly and as far as the actual per
formAnce was concerned there was
nothing to Indleate that the tour bad
been Interrupted. The performers
were glad to be in harmess again, and

thore was an atmosphere of happiness |

and satisfaction on every hand

Tho Lund mansion was again bril
llantly lighted and the grounda deco
ratod for the celebration. Most of the
guests who had beon in attendance up
on Doctor Lund's previous parly were
again aassmbled. The clrcun peapla
arrived after the performance
had copeluded, and with dancing, muo-
ale and gayety tho affalr was progrous-
ing splendidly.

An observant person would have dis-
coversd a change in the attitude of
Doctor and Mre. Lund toward each
other slnce thelr last public appear
ance. Instead of rec.'ving their com-
pany together, they kept apart during
the entire evening and although thelr
sttitude was not conspleuous It was
clearly apparent that they were not
congenial, FlUp, o particular, notlced
this and be was further perplezed,

Young Lund sought Peg's nsociety
immediately upon her arrival, 8he
was escoried by her daddy, but Lund
soon engaged her sttemtion apd, di-
rectly, the young sweethearta found a
secluded spot in the cunservatory, For
them time passed on feollng winge
thercafter

When the party had been {n prog
resa for & conalderable tlme, there ap
poared at the door of the Lund man
slon three men who demanded admis
wion. The butler protested that he
must first see Doctor or Mra. lLund,
but the strangers disregarded him and
foreod thelr way inte the eantrance
hall. From there they passsd to the
parior whore the guests were dane
log

While the mon stood In the door
surveying the crowd, the butler hur
ried through the rooms and sought oul
Doctor Lund, When told of the In-
truders Lund approached them and de
manded what they wanted and why
they had entered his house uniavited

LT

One of the men, talking for an
three, sald In reply to Doctor Lund's
demnndas for an explanation:

We nre secrat servieo operatives
and our vislt hiere [s the result of our
having recoived this letter, by apocial
dallvery, only a faw hours ago.”

Taking the letter In hand, Doctor
Lamnd read: “If you will be st the cir
cus party at Doctor Lund’s tonight you
will find the ringleander of the counter
felters.” Thera was no signature

Doctor Lund was astosnded. He
protested that thera could be no like
lihood of truth in the sssertion oon-
veyed In the letter, But the secret
pervice men woro |nslstent, and thelr
netlons and Joud talk attracted the st
tention of the guests, In & twinkling
there wan an atmosphiers of suppressed
excltemont avearywhoers, The danciog
| stopped, the musicians coased playing,
and the goests began to gather In
groups pround the exclited men

Young Lund and Pog had left their
socluslon In the conparvitory and wore
on the point of Indulging o a dance

The Rising Tide Bid Falr to Bub
merge Her,

when the musie stopped. They notlced
the crowd around Doctor Lund and the
three strangers, and quickly joined
the group of curious and excited
Euasia,

From another room Mra. Lund en-
tered, and working her way through
the group crowding around Doctor
Lund and the secret service men, soon
cnught the drift of the discussion. Her
face blanched for an Instant, and then,
by an offort recovering her self.pos-
session, Mra. Lund sald in a command-
ing voles:

“Doctor Lund, why don't you have
these intruders bodily ejocted from the
house, They have no right to come
heres In this way and disturb our
Fuesia’

Befors Doctor Lund could make re-
ply the spokesman for the sect L pery-
fce oficers responded:

“Wo ara officers of the law, come
here to find tho lender of n pang of
counterfolters, snd we ara golng to
stay here antll we are ready to leave
The fArst person to Iny & habd upon
atié of us doet 5o at Mla peril”

And threo revolvers were whipped
from the pockets of the officers In »
mimultanvoun move,

Pog screamed, an {f In terror at the
sight of thoe réevolvers. O1d Flip sprang
to her side, his face paling with ap-
prahengion. He looked nt his watch—
it was closa to the midniglit hour,

“Do be eareful, o dear,” sald Flip
"don't excite yourself, We must hur-
ry away from hore” And he attempt-
od 1o gently draw hor aside, with the

Intentlon of leading her from the
room
Hut It wan too late, FPeg'a voles

ratsnd to a bysterical scream as she
eried:

“1 sent a letter to the secret porv-
les, Doctor Lund. A member of your
family Is the head of a gang of coun-
terfeiters.,”  Then the circus girl
lnughed wildly, as Flip struggled to
restrain her,

The secrel service men wers guick
tn reach Peg's slde Doctor Lund's
unfeigned astonlshment madea him
speechiess under the girl's accusation.
Mra. Lund's face was drawn (nstine
tively into hard, set lines, us she stood
within & fow feet of the excited girl,
rigld ne & status,

“Who do you mean?™ the ofcer
shouted, putting his hand on Pex's
shoulder with a rongh clesp.

When the msecret service operative
grabbed Peg, young Lund got into ac-
tlon. He siruck the forearm of the
officer, loosening bis bold upon the
girl, and shouted:

“Heep your hands off thatl girl, you
big bully. I'm able to protect ber
trom your kind"

Peg's bysterls was now at its
height. Poor old Flip tried with
whnt strength he had to restrain her,
but her natural vitality, augmented by
the nervous ferocity of her afiction,
mada the old clown's efforts utlerly
usalogs,

The girl sereamed again and again,
ptriking out with her hands and feet
after the manner ber attacks usually
took eoffect, and befors young Lund
eould realize her purpose, she caught
him by the hair of the head and vigoe-
ously shook him back and forth, de
spite his struggles (o realst.

Then ahe threw him from her grasp
and poloting an  accusing foger
stralght at young Lund the girl eried
out:

“There s your man! He s the dead.
or of the counterfelters.”

Then Peg gave one mue wild hys-
terical laugh, and swooned in Flip's

(END OF BIXTH EFIS0ODER)




