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é:urnm X.~—COBNS IS THE CAUSE OF A
QUAREEL,

41t’s just awful to be children!’’ It
was Ally who spoke, seated on the wide
steps of the old mansion and recklessly
diggine his heel into a soft spot in the
boards.

“‘Think of It,”* he oried, vehemently,
tithere they 've all gone to the l¥nching,
every nigger on the place, and we've got
to stay to home, ! never saw & msn rid-
denon arail. I couldn’t go to the cir-
ous, either, 'oause I was sick. And now
I've got to miss this!'’

‘+1 suppose Cobbs has gone,"'' said
Ally ‘s only lstener, Cecil, Sally wasin
the house makiug & great mess with mo-
inss*s,candy, to console the boys.

*Cobbs nnd Markbam and balf a dozen
white men. =5 in cnse Mitohell can’t
persuade Dawsey to light out, they will
stop the fun. Cobbe gald It wonldn't do
for me to go; like to koow why bDot.
Now papa’s awuy 1'm the master of the
plantation, and 1 had ought to go aaod
keep the peace. Cobbs is almost as fussy
#s Sally. . What do you think? He
won't let us go the log bunt to-mor-
row."’ :

He tonohed Cecll now, who was eager
for the hunt, o

‘1] call that mean of Cobbs,'’ crled
Ceooilg - vy 1 d

! 'uh."lln, itain't,’’ nbsweored Ally,
loyal to Cobbs in spite of his pigue, **it's
only he'safraid something will happen
when papa’s away! But pspa prome-
isod me to go next time. I tell you,
Cls—""

He stopped then Lie dropped his volce,
““Whatdo you suy to going anyhow?'’

‘‘Hew ean you?'’

“‘Oh easy ‘nough. You see they're
golpg an the road far’s the big barvon
and strike into the woode., Thers'll be
eight oo horses, and a wagon sod mules,
und wo can follow the wagon tracks,
they all will make a plain traal.

You see Cobhs won't miod after we
onoce gol there and he don’t let ws, and
papn won't mind at all, when he gots
bome, "enuse it will all be over, then
anyhow; amd he told me I ocounld pext
time, you Epow., 1 don’'t reckon any-
body will mind 'cept Sally, nud It she
don’t know we'lre gone, &he won't mind
either. *7

Cecll wanted to go to the haont, He
was soccastomed to gratify hls wishes
without thinking very much of other
pevple; lndeed I g afrald Ceoll, for all

*‘Toby Shore,'" said Mitchell, *‘tmt T can't get
aver that big jump, "’

his politenese; was in a fair way to be-
come a pelfish little fellow. He found
Ally 's reasoning versy plausiblg.

Ally hatl more conscience to . stifle in
the matisr; but to go to this very hunt
bad béen hls ardent desire for u  year
past, and the temptation was too. stroug
for bim,

‘iHally’s only a girl, anyhow,’' be
went ob, combatting an inward protest.
teShe's slways s0 'iraid something will
k0 wrong when mamma's away. 1
think she’d llke to sit up nights to see
the house doesn 't take fire! We won't
let on suything to her; she cau't expeot
to go everywhers I do. She wonldun 't be
aoy pee ln a hog hunt; 'sides she'd say it
was wrong to go. We'll both go off to-
morrow right after breakfast, and we’'ll
leave word with Vance we won 't be back
to dinner, and she'll think we've gone
to s8é Larry, so she won’t worry.""

Cla soqulesced readlly snough nod Ally
developed bis plans.

““It's & sbame Larry ‘s hiding or alse
e could go, too. He never doss have
any fun. [ say, though, maybe he'll
#e0 the Iynching. Like’s not Aunt Val-
ley will take aim.’" Aily drew a deep
sigh., ‘‘Like’s mot by this time they've
got to the house and are hollering for
lum to come out., Laws, how [ wish I
could sea It! 1 mever did see 8 lynohing.
Cobbs has seen threo and be saw a man
banged once.”’

‘iThat conld hsrdly be o plessant
sight,’’ ssid Ceell, drily. :

*4Oh, be was & bad man,'' sald Ally
enstly. ‘It wasall right. Butl don't
guoss Dobbe liked it much sither. 'cause
he gaid he'd had m heap more fuo st hia
sister's wodding. Hullo! here’s 8is with
oodles of oatidy! "

mind don’t know the heart oan’t greive.
Come on, 19ts see thom off. '’

The little procession was just trotting
down into the bottom. The bhoys Jwere
barely In time to s¢e the last of them.

“iThat’s Mr. Cobba on the lame mule,
ain't it? Say, tha! mule enn ont jump
ury boss on the piaoe, "' saide drawling
voloe at Cis' elbow; nnd the man called
Mitchell sat down beside the two boys.

Both of them turned on him eyes foli
of interest. ‘*Oh, Mr. Mitchell, " cried
Ally, eagerly, yat trying to be cautiouns,
“+did you hear auything or a lot of folks
going to lynch old man Dawsey, last
night.**

Mitehell whistled, ““Waell, now, even
the kids have got onto to it. Yes there
ben considerable of a crowd round thar,
ina’ night. 1 md up thar myself hearin’
thar was likely to be 8 row. Bnutsome-
how the old man dida’t been at home;
and Mr. Cobbs he quieted them down all
right., Some folks sayd the old man got
warning, some way. Anyway, he'dlit
a shuok avcd thar wasn’t nary orittar
"about."’

*“Then they didn’t do nothin?'' said
Ally, his mind divided befween rellsf
and 8 certga disappointm¥émt., 01
eourse § dkin’t want them to do any-
thing, '’ he adbud, quickly.

ffWa’'al no, nothin’ was did.
like thur wasn't pothing to do. Some
way he’d cl'sred opjt all his stock, Did
hear he sole some wof it almighty cheap

Looked

to Mist’ Cobbs and that mule he had,
they was sayin’', bad run off. Sam was
for burnin’, down the bouse, but Mist'

(Cobbs, dissuaded ‘em. He kin talk,
cayn’t he? I don’t gness ary nother
mun oud of quisted them darkeys down
like he done. An' yet they say he's
plum sagin niggers tew, donn’ likeit'
bave "em roun'.'’

“iThat’s a e, " eaid Ally calmly,

“+Why, I understood he ben havin'
trouble with some of the niggers, Slm-
mwons an' Holohkiss and some others. '’

LiThat was only 'cause they wers 50
trifling and let their pigs iuto his gar-
den."’ ;

Y40h, that war it, war it?'' said
Mitohell ywith the alr of one convinced,
‘‘toby shore. Wa-al, he's a migh
nice igan, Mist' *Uobbs is, snd a right
good mider. Kinder tunny he jikes that
mule much better ‘o a hoss, and‘it lams,
tew.""' X

“‘It can tire out any ghorse on the
plantatiou, for all its hip short,’' sald
Ally, *and 1t's terrible fast, too. '

‘iShucks! He's fast, you say.

.Reckon you sll don’t let him stay Io the

pottom. ‘Keep.him @p in the stable.
Cobbs would hiats terrible to have saoy-

Hthing happen to him, T judge.'’

‘4 Well, I should say &o,"'’ Ally agreed
warmly; *‘‘Cobbs was out all night
hunting him once, when he broke looss
from the barn snd run off, '’

“‘You go, tew?'’ said Mitchell, with
flattormg interest.

‘i He dldn "t know aoythiog about it till
tho next day. He just naturally jumped
over the fence and lit out—""'

*"Not that big ploket fence? Well, T
counldn 't beheve that 'less somebody saw
it.**

**Cobbs
there. "'

‘L Anyhody elsal?

Ally resented the implication of the
question. Heanswered hotly: *‘Cobbs’
word is good 's a dozan. He was there. |

*40h, I'nin’t meanin’ to impugn Mr.
Cobbe ' word, "’ Mitohell hastened to say.
“sI was just asking, that'e ail. Does the
mule do snch tricks much!’’ He was now
addreasing Cecil. F

11 don't koow, '* Cecil answered. *‘I
pever heard of any of them before. He
must have dons bhigh jumplog befors 1
came. "

<1t was the night before you came,'’
said Ally. Than he laughed. **All sorta
of things happened that night, kukluxes
aud everything.'’ .

‘*To-by shere,'* sald AMMchell, ' “but
I enynt get over thit big jump.  That
fenos must be rising of six feat. He'sa
mighty nimble mule. "’

*“He ain't o nimble as Mr. Hender-
son, Aunt Valley's male,”’ said Ally.
**Heo's Mr. Henderson’s brother,'

**Klinder queer name for a mule, Mr.
Henderson? "'

“iThey call him that ‘cause he'ssc
sh 'sa man, psapssald, and
be named him Mr, Henderson; his name
was Rubs Heoderson, to start with. Wuy,
he ¢ the sohemelest fellow., Every place
he ever goes o &nd stops be knows and
you te’hohunbymz place again, he’ll

‘*Had beast to ride if you'rdolng s
meanoess, ' * said Mitohel!,

Ally lnughed, but Cecil was struck by
& nsw ides which made him very grave
sud silent, and rather relioved when
Mitchell was called awsy to shoe some;
body'a borse.

Then his new ldea was given to Ally.
";!ll},, that fellow was just pumping
n. L]

Ally whistled.

1 Why would he want to pamp us.'’

“l'.h't know. But 1l am sure he
was, '’

Buch agp saswer from illogical Sally
wouid have met s prompt demand for
e w‘l_ﬂlﬂl; bus Cecil, who lived Norih

saw it himself; he was

might. Deteetives,’” added Cls, out of
the wisdom derived from Gaborisu's
novels, *‘‘detectives always suspect the
least likely persons.'’

‘¢ What do they do that for?'’

¢ ¢ Because nobody else does, don’t you
know. Then they have all the glory.”*

“*But if they didn’t do it?*"

*‘That doesn’t matter; they suspact
eversone slse, too. "’

“¢Well, 1 don't think much of detect-
Ives if they are that kind of fpllows,'’
said Ally. **Cobbs, indeed! Why, if
he had any sense he'd know Cobbs
wouldn't have donme It. 1 wish BSally
hadn’t given him that handkerchief. '’

Ceeyl privately wondered Jf the de-
teotive might oot have mads a shrawd
guess.  ‘‘Suspect the least likely man’’
he quoted to himself. To be sure there
was no visible motive except spite against
the negroes with whom he had quarreled,
for Cobbs aoting so,

Ally continued the subjeot: I should
think a detective, a fellow in the business
of finding out folks, would know Cobbs
wasn 't the right kind of man to do such
& meanness. When (Cobba is mud at sany-
body he up and tells them and has it out
with them, poing blank. Him romauncing
‘round darkey s houses at night and fir-
Ing guns at them—that detective la o
plumb idiot!*?

Cecil laughed; he feit mo inclination
to defend Mitohell,

#41711 tell Cobbs the next time 1 see
him, that's what I will,’” vowea Ally.

‘‘DPetter not, "’ sald Cecil.

“*Why not?*"

Cecil sald evasively that it might preju-
dice Cobba against Matchell. Perhaps
he wouldn’t help him so heartilv. A
lame argument that Ally Interrupted
hotly:

‘*That's all you know sbout Cobbs,
then! You're not much better than

to do?'" Ally called half sullenly still,
**1 begeed your pardon, what more can
any gentleman do?’’ oried the Southern
Iad. “"It will make my father feel aw-

ful bad—and yours too. You hada't
ought to go, Cis!
The last shot went home. Through sl

Cecil's tonmult of shock, disgust, indig-
nant fury, & vision of his father’s look
plerced; agznin he heard the dear,
familiar voico saylog: '*Cis, you Bre s
gentlemen, '’ Itwould hurt dad. Dad
wouldn 't scold him but he would be aw-
fully eut up, which was worse.

Cocll turned,

Selzing this sign of wavering Ally con-
tinued eagerly: **Of course you're mad.
That's all right. And if you want to
fight me, I'll go off down in the bottom
with you and fight it out: and theo if
we're banged np much,’' ssid Ally in
his practical fashion, elaborating the
ides which I suspeot had o secret charm
to him, “‘we can go off on the hunt and
everybody "1l lny it to that, and we won't
need to suy o word; most likely we’ll get
bapged up some wmore, anyhow, runuing
into branches and thorn trees— "'

*‘J don’t want tuv fight you,”’ Cacll
interrupted with his loftiest dignity; *I
take boys of my own stze when I fight,
Do you suppose 1 can’t thrash you?'’

Ally looked at hm  critically. *‘You
needn’t stop for that,'’ said he, “‘I
ain’t so tall bot I'm mighty stout apd I
got & better wind than you. I call it "bout
even. But if vouwon't fight, I'll Jet
you hit me hard’s you ean, spang in my
face. Only just onece 'causs 1 only It
you onoe, Say, will you stay, then?”’

“'That’s nonsenss, '’ sald Ceoll, *‘Iif 1
touched you at nll I’d give you a good
thrashing; but your father saved my
father’s life and I'm not golog to pound
you while I'm visiting you.””

Ally's stolid face worked. **Well, 1

*“Vance was bobbing up and down while he led the horse that Cocil commonly mode.”*

Mitchell. Do youn reckon Cobbs would
stop helping papa out of spite against
Mitchell? If Mitchell was his worst soe-
my, and papa had left Mitchell in his
oharge, Cobbs would help him. Toat's
the kind of fellow Cobbs is.'?

Ceoil recoiled from this fire; he hated
quarréls and dispates; they were
vulgar he thougbt from his height of
personal dighity. To metinto such a8 wax
over a servant like Cobbs, too. **The
hot headed cubbl'® he sald contemptu-
ously—not cut loud, but to Cec:l Rai-

mund—'‘fancy me wanting to fight

somebody who had insulted Martin or the
cofichman, or one of the frooms!’’ Ha
shrugged bls shoulders. You seem very
suro of Cobbs!’’ said he, coldly.

Instantly he wished that he had not
spoken. Ally’s round, freckled face
grew red to the eayes; his features quoiv-
erad, but it was not the snger In them
that struck Ois like a blow; It was the
look of dumb, bewildered mortification
and pain.

**W-—what do you think about Cobbs,
then?”* Ally began, then all at once
turned his back om Cecll “‘You went
hunting with him, too”'—came In a kied

of sob from the averted figure. Ally
wns choking and clenching his fsts.
‘s And bs'd killed a otter and was drying
his skin for you. He sald you werea
pretty nice boy—7'"

Cecil lsughed. He meant no harm by
the laugh; only Cobbs’ compliment
sounded so limited, and in Ally’s doleful
voloe so funny; and ithe very fact that
the words re had touched him made
the laugh come more essily.
in his heart to olap Ally on the shoulder
snd say: *‘Never mijund, Ally, I didn’t
mean, anythlog. I think Cobbs 15 &
mighty oice man, as you cail i£.'* Iao-
deed, his hand was lifted snd ** Never'?
.:ﬂm.tqdm&up—mn was Dot

Quick ss thought Ally wheslsd and
struck Cecil & stingiog blow la the face.

‘Ally 's arms dropped at his “sides. He
whds no effort to strike ssother blow.
His face flushed & darker, more painfal
**]1 bad no right to do that,?’ he said,
in & suffoosted kind of voice, *‘not when
you wers me, You oan strike
we if you like; 1 won't it baok.’'"
_ **1dou’t want to strike you,’’ ssid

did ssy I was sorry.'’

‘‘That's quite enongh,’’ sald Ceoil
shortly , *‘don’t let’s say anything more
sbout it. Isn’tit about time for our
borses to come? !

‘‘There's Vance bringing them, now. '’
sald Ally in a very snbdused tone.

Vance's grin, indeed, was bobLing up
and down on Ally’s own grey whils he
led the horse that Cecll commonly rode.

When the lads were about to mount
Ally said: you'd better ride 'Rasmus,’’
(the grey) “‘he’'s o heap the Dbest
jumper, '’

Cecil declined very briefiy.

‘*Aren’t you golog to lesve some word
with your slater,’’ sa1d he as they settled
themselves in.the saddie and gathered up
the reins.

¢ lnconsiderare cub,'” be thought., He
1iked to ¢all Andy & cub in his thoughts,
It made him feal the more superior.
Cub was an expression which nobody
E‘omt? apply to polite, perfectly dressed

ecil.

41 plamb forgot,'' muttered Ally;
figny, Vance, tell Miss Sally we won’t
be back to dinper.”’

Then the boys galloped away, while
Vance solfloguized: ‘‘Laws, ain’t if
fine t' be takin’' you time an’ you pleas-
uredat & wiy su” not habin’ go back an'
cbu'n. 1 does hate dat cho'n wuss'n de
debbill'’

But I am sure oo one who saw the two
riders' fances would have guessed that
they were going on an excursion of pleas-
ure.

TO BE CONTINUED.

THE STORY OF THE CENSUS

By Bwbert P. Porter, Superintendent of the
Census,
[Copvright by the Author.]

1t it were possible for the superintand-
ent of the census to ascend in a balleon
on the morning of June 2 At A point
somewhsere in the neighborhood of Cin-
cinnati, whore the center of population
was located In 1550, to s height that
would enable him, with extended vision,
to survey this vast domnin of ours, he
conld watch with interest the
army of 40,000 enumerators, equipped
with portfolios of wchedules, march
forth on the important errand to
oount the population of the United
States. Over hills and mountalns,
through valleys and along the tortrous
course of rivers, on horseback through
swumps, on foot along the dusty country
ronds, following the thousands of miles
of coast, treading the pavements of
erowded cities, elbowing their way into
every nook and corper of this broad laad
where msn finds & dwelling plsce, oon-

mineral regions, and the huts of thcae
who gsia their livelthood by fishing.
And then the people that those enumera-
tors will meet! All sorts and conditions
of men sod women will answer the thirty
questions on the populaticn scheduls,
and if the census taker is only ao ob-
sorving man, how maanv queer and intor-
esling experiences he might relate.

“‘Sorely, you have a big job,’’ 1 hear
my youthful reader remark. Yes, ifisa
big job to take the cepsus of & country
with 65,000,000 of population, especially
if it be taken on the svale required by the
congress of the United States. It takes
lots of organization and a good deal of
mopey., 1t must be dome rapidly, aod
everythiog bas to be in readiness, so that
at the tap of the druom om the morning
st for counting the poople every one ls
ready to do his share of the work.

It should ba remembersd that the cen-
sus oMoes Is not a permanent bureau of
the government, but an impromptu
branch of the interior departmeat, or-
ganized under the direction of an officer
callsd the superiotendent of census for
the express purposs of doing this work.
The superintendent of the eleventh cen-
sus begun his work on the mornling of
April 17, 1889, having been appointed
by the president of the United
States, in accordance with the provisions
of an act of congress, approved
Maroh 1, 1889, for taking the sleventh
and subsequent censuses. On that day
the census office consisted of a superin-
tendent, n olerk, one messenger boy,
two desks, 8 ream of white puper snd a
box or two of official euvelopes and sun-
dry other stationary. To-day the census
office employs 800 clerks, 500 special
agents and 175 supervisors. Next
Jupe the census force will consist of
40,000 enumerators, 1000 clerks and
probably 1000 special egents. Then it
will gradually decline until the last re-
port has been printed, when the superin-
tendent anod the small force then
suround him will fold their tents and
silently pass awny, snd becomeo merely
an infinitesimal part of the grest popuis-
tion which they have enumerated.

¢ This 16 interesting and atiraclive,
but how s it all done?’’ “*How do vou
go about it?’’ *‘Where do you begin?*’
Thoze aro some of the questions 1 hear
my young friends asking., Have pati-
enoe, and you shall have the story from
begining to end.

Tuke down & map of the United States
and divide the sevaral statea into distriots
containing sny about half a milllon pop-
ulstion each, aceording to the census of
1880, Of course, you will pot be able to
do this In states where the population is
less than 500,000, So you will havdlto
give all such states one supervisor, as the
Jarge expanse of territory in the majority
of such cases more than makes up, so far
as the work s concerned for the
lack of population. The census law
allows 1756 supervisors, who are ap-
pointed by the president and confirmed
by the senate in the same way as the
superintendent is appointed. The coun-
try having been thus *‘dlstricted,’’ as It
is called, and the snpervisors for the
several distriets appointad, thes maln
office in Washington has a direot repre-
sentutive, as it were, In every saotion of
the country. As it devolves upon the
suporintendent of the census to divide
the whole eountry into supervisors' dis.
tricts, so, In turn, mustihs supervisor
subdivide the dJdistrict into what ars
called epumerators’ distriots, and sub-
mit that subdivision to the maln office In
Washington, where it 12 approved by the
geographer of the consus and returned to
the snpervisor, who will then make the
gelections of enumerators.

Tha ennmerstor’s district varies I
size, neoording to the charsoter of the
population. Thus, In the thickly popu-
Inted guarters of a large ¢ity an enumer-
ator can take &8 much greater number of
names than he can in a sparsely popu-
jatsd district of one of the Western or
Southern states. Whils this work of di-
viding the country into supervisor dis-
iricts and then subdividing them into
enumerator districts 1s going on the large
forca in Washington, under the direc-
tion o the superintendent, is preparing
the schedules, bianks and circulars, to
be used by the enumerators. The prin-
cipal sohedule, of courss, is the popula-
tion schednle, of which mno less than
94,000,000 will ‘be required, The
paper mlone for this siogle requim-
tion would fill about a hondred
freight cars. The mers printing of this
schedule, with all the facllities of the
government prioting office, will proba-
bly take sixty days. There are thirty
guestions on the population schedule,
framed with a view of finding out the
full Christino neme of every person in
the United Stateg; thelr surneme;
whether & soldier, sailor or marne dur-
inyg the civil war, or widow of such per-
son ; /the relationship of the person to the
head of the family; whether they are
black or white, mulstto, quadroon, oo-
taroon, Chiness, Japanese,or Indian;
thelr sex; their age; whether singls,
married, widowed, or divoresd; place of
birth of the person; also the place of
birth of father snd mother In the
case of forelgn born; “number of years
in ths TUnited States: whether nat-
uralization papers bave been taken ot
prolession, trade or occupation; if en-
gaged in the zaintol ecoupations, months
unemployed during the census year; if
sttending school, the number of months
of such attepdance; whetber able to read
‘and to writs; and, if n person of foreign

sbie to speak English.

tion
S
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could resd and how many could not,

law passod by
maks, sod which is intanded to ascertain
how msny persots in the United States
own bomes and their farms, and how
many reat toelr homes or are tensnt
farmers. Also, to find cut if theso
farms are free from morigage incum-
brances, or, if mortgaged, the amouut
of the mortgage. The enumerator will
not be celled npon to ask the head of the
family, or whoever may give nim the in-
formation when he calls, the amount of
the mortgage debt, but he will simply
take down the sddress of the person and
the lnformation required by law will be
subsequently ascertained by correspond-
ence, cireular and by the ald of specisl
agents, who will be required to visit the
houses of such persons who fail to glye
this information to the census office.

It will thus be seen that the populstion
schedule will requirs a great desl of oare
in filling out, and that the enumerator
must oot only be qnick apd acourate 1o
his penmanship, but a man of latelli-
gence and courtesy to ask all these ques-
tions in & manner that will not be offen-
sive to the people and will slisit prompt
and correct replles. After each day's
work, the epumerator is required to All
out two postal cards, stating the sxaot
opumber of persons enumerated durlng
the day, and forward these cands, one to
the supervisor of his distriot and the
other (o the superintendent of census at
Washington. In this way an absolute
ohsok is kept ou the worlk, and the cen-
sus office is able to tell exactly how far
the work is progressing.

The law requires that the population
ghall be all counted i fifteen days in
citles and in thirty days in country diz-
trlcts. Having enumerated his dlatriot
and sssorted his special schedules, cor-
rected as far as possible the wsin sched-
ule, the enumerator must forward them
to the supervisor, who, after examinlng
and approviog them, packs them in &
large box and sends them to Washington.
On receipt in Washington what (s known
as the * ‘rough count’’ is made. That is
s count which mnkes no ciasssification,
but gimnply ascertains the number of par-
sons enumerated on each scheduls.
Hence, as soon as all the schedules are
received It will be possible to give &
rouzh count of the population.

Few who have pever been inside of 8
census office have any ldes of the labor
necessary even to make a rough count,
to say nothing of the classification of the
population into all the dJdifferent groups
raquired by the census law. By the va-
rious methods herstofore emploved the
returns bave either been gone over and
ovsr, tallying out first one set of facts
and then another set of fucts, by making
little tally marks in squares or sheeta of
paper ahd then counting and then ag-
gregating these tally marks; or elss tho
returns have been fraunscribed to cards
by writing, and then these cards first
sorted by hand acccrding to one schome,
and then counted aud then sorted ac-
cording to another scheme and then
counted, and so on until finally sl the
desired data are obtained.

The eleventh census will be counted by
the aid of electricity. At first this seems
rather & startling statement, but it any
of my readers would only come to the
census office nnd see the electrical connt-
ing aod sorting machines now Bt work on
some of the special data, the lhing would
be made clear to them at onoe.

Now you will sea that the enumerators
bave furnlshed the census office with
quite & completa deseription of every
person living i the Unpited States, but
thesa records are not in & convenient
form for counting or tabulating. We,
therefore, first prepare a eard for each
person, og which we record the difierent
faots regarding that person with &
machine something like a typewriter,
only that iostead of printing letters
or figures these machines punoh round
boles. If the given person wos & male
a hole was opened in one place, while if
a femals a hole is punched in soother
place, the position of the different holes
thus completely desoribinz the person.
In this way the census office will have a
card for every person in the United
States. A oard with a given Dumber
printed on 1t will represent you, and the
little boles placed in this card will tell
how old you are, where you were born,
wheare your {ather was born, whers your
mother waa born, whether you could
resd,, whether you could write, and so
on, These cords will be about the size
of postal cards, and if stacked in one
pile wonld make a column over ten miles
bigh, and will weigh fully 150 tons.

The census office will have to know how
many boys there arc ten years old, how
many eleven vears, how mauy under
twelve years,aod so on, and the sams for
the girls. Againit must know how many
could read, how many could write, how
many wers born in New York, how many
In Pennsvivania, and many other things,
To obtain this infomration from these
punched record curds, we uss the elec-
trieal tabulating machines. You see It
would bs impossible to make a maohine
whioli could read writing or prianting, but
our hittle typewriters punch holes fnstead,
and such holes can eanly be resd by a
machiné., Thisis done as follows: The
ecards are lald one by one in & ma-
chine something llke =& ting
press, only, mstend of type, Ilittle
needdles or points are brought against the
cards so thast where thers is 6 hols o the
onrd the little pointer goes through and
touvhes a drop of qulcksilver, below
which closes an electrio circuit, or tels-
graphs to = little countér or register.
These counters look very muoh like
clocks, but Instead of the works of a
cloek we have an eleciro-magnet %0 ar-
ranged that when sn eleotriol cirouit is
olosed through it, 1t moves the hand
shead one point. As the cards are rapid-
1y passad through the macuine, they firet

::?rcphwm counter and then an-
er, sceording, for exampls, as they

ers will at the same time count how many
and

recent
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Strgl
this is 8 great saving of tims "“"*‘”;r .

expange, while at the same tin, ,
abling the census offioe to tabulats =

 interesting facts which may be h:m:js?i

the schedules, but which the sruq,,
of tabulaticg by haod has prevey
harstofore.

The next in importangs to the coyg, .,
the peopls come the vital stntisjes ,..01
the statistios of the special clmsses
efter we know the numbsarof our 4,
Intion, ita characteristics. distrjy
and parentaxe, the guesiion of jis
and physionl condition nuturally .
up for considerstion. All faots ruin,
to marrigges, births and deaths
tained by the enumerator, by .
upon something ke 30,000 physio
&id in the work snd by coprin
ports of the registers of births,
nnd marriages io states whero 11
are gathered by local officials,

Clossly connected with the
tistics of the country is the subjoeu
statistics of those classes of |
are mors or less disabled by
mental infirmity, and therefors
constant special care on the pur
state or special meaps for ed
Thesa cissses include the
Idiotic, the blind, and the
work of the ceusus office, how
not end here, It Includes all
gpecial ioquiries, such as
of edaocation, echurch statiii
tistics showing the smount of [y
nnd crime. These facts are all go
largely by the aid of correspor
Ly the employment of spocial agent
&re conversant with topica of 1
&0d who, by reason of their exg
know exuotly how to prepare
bring in the Informution to the sy
cffice,

How many of the readers of
Youth's Department would b
enswer tha queation, if put tot
band, * ‘How mapyminor elvil diy
the United States, such as cities,
townships, countles, school distriey
gto., have the power to raise taxes )
mour debt!'’ Do mnot snswer all g
once. ‘*A good many thowusind, ']
hear some one say. There are no ey
than 150,000 such minor divisions of i,
conntry. Burely It is Important to knig
the total amount of money ralsd by
taxation for looal purposea and t} )

g

L}

Ly all these taxing and del
powers. In order to do thisti
office must deal separataiy and
ually with the local officers unilf
tionaries of those myriad |
slons. Ovwer 150 clerks are, at thi
ment, engaged on the burem
consua work alone, and within
wonths it is hoped that a stat
what may be called the local fin
the country—that is, a prusen
the budgets of all these places
glvon to the conntry,

You who are farmers will, perlinm,
wonder how tha census offioe s abist
giva you once In ten yesrs thet
pumber of acres devoted to rai
wheat, of corn, of oats, of what
number of cattle, horses and shes
browse In the fields and mewl
number of hogs that sleep, er
squerl in the Dbackyards, aw
other faects Trelating to
ture. This information s coll
the enumerator on 8 speelal s
nod afterwards tabulated by exp
the consus offios, who konow all al
farms and farming, And, also byt
of special agents the Imporiant [not s
relation to the manufacturing 1 :
a=e gathered and brought to the
emporium of facts and figures ot Wash-
ington., In all Important citivs the
schedule of manufactures Is witndriwm
fromn the tegular enumerator and o
placed in the hands of special agenisor
ratherspecial enumerators, whoss duly
it is to call at eveéry f{aotory, worsen
and mill with the view of Ondiog out i
foll partioulars relating to the nus
employed, wnges paid, the ame
aod value of product produced,
the oapital investad, and such other infar-
mution as s required. So, in imporiant

muy Us

“indus tries, experts have to be nppointad

in nearly every imporiant industry, wio
are conversant with what may be calisd
the techuology of the subject. Some af
tne more imporiant inguiries ara thom
relating to the ohemical industry; Cisf
and pottery products; coks and glas:
cotton goods; lron and steel; mixed tixe
tiles; newspaper sad periodical press
ship building: wool and worsted; &
goods and electrical apparatus and #8i=
plies.

The special inquiries of the census of
fice do not end here. ‘I'he value of ouf
mineral industries has grown duoring 10
century from a few million deliars Al
nually to an aggregate of nearly &0°
000,000,

A special agent of the census, with b4
note-book in hand, may be found sitiss
on & fenoe with & farmer ciphering o=
his crop reports; inthe counting-houst ¥
the manufacturer, Sguring on thesunis
production of iron aud stesl or the aulm-
ber of yards uf eloth; snd in the miniog
cnmp ascertaining the tons of ore of w:l
brought up from the bosom of the u{'-:
aloug our river courses, =&t fishlug poie™
on the lnkes and the const, 11’¢ter-';s'l!ﬂf
the fishermen i relution to therr ca¥=
of fsh.

In this short articla it would be mem‘-
gible to give even & oursory ides of 1‘1_-
innumerable methods employed Y7
the census offios experts or *‘sharpd,
ns they are mnow called, 1-"
gathering the varled faots for 17
numerous reports, The main s
after such inquiries sre taken out of 1
hands of the enumsrator, is to prepss
ocorrect lists of all the establishments
cases of manufscturing; of all mines=
that ot mining; of all the fishing ﬂli'f-:
and fishing ports, iu such inquiries reid
By dolng 4
and by employing traiued ex purts 452
handling these returns more aa!.i:fu.cms.:
results can be obtminad than by com®™
ting the matter wholly to the enumer
ator.

Tho work of the census office Jos? 8%
though [ am afraid %
the mers ostalogue is getting weur:;:‘;

Eisborate statistics are being prop by |
ristion

and lfewise imp™
sat dsta relating to the telegrsph, W5
phone, express and ingurance busises
thé country.

Even the poor Indian mast be !nfﬂ
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