JOEL B.SPINGARN
~MAN AMONG
MEN.

Major of Infantry, United States
Army, Camp Dix, Wrightston, New
Jersey,

1 am trying to answer here a ques
tion which, in one form or another,
has often been put to me in the Jast
siX months by colored “Is
MNr. Spingarn sincere?™ They refer,
of course, to his apparent goodwill
toward the best interests of colored
Americans. At first thought it seems
absurd that such a question should
be asked about a man whose recent
efforts have resulted directly in com.
missioning 700 colored men as offi-
cers in the United States Army— and
whose eflorts put forth inh the eity of
Louisville, Kentucky, four vears ago
have just as surely resulted in the
recent decision of the Supreme
Court declaring residentinl segrega
Hon unconstitutional. But on second
thought, and in justice to the colored
E-D.-_:-‘.r- I must =6 that in the last
quarter-century they have beén
often bétraved and “eamoutlaged”
that they sometimes suspect even
the honest Intentions of the Great
God In creating them. Most oolored
people do not know how closely Mr
Spingarn’s efforts were connected
with the fight that wiped out segre
gation. 1 shall tell of it now.

I think it very pertinent to say jost
now what [ am about to say, because
of the change that has taken place
in the last two or three vears in the
public mind in its attitude toward the
manhood clalms of the Ameriean Ne-
gro. This change has come 50 swift-
ly that many have scarcely noted
ft. The Negro or the Ne ‘s ndvo
cate is not looked upon today as o
“dangerous radical” f he simply
claims that colore! men should vote,
free from all restrictions except such
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as are laid vpon white Americans:
that colored children shouf be edu

cated no bar o service In
capacit ortunity and bent:
culor & | be no bar to serivee in
any depart L of our government,

i it of
and 'hat colored people should be per

mitted o work in any Industey f{or
Which they can fit themselves, from
the : ks to the Pacitic, and from
the Gy o Canada, No, these lame
slate radical™ todas
&8 Lhoy v s i
v say that a Negro L o
live in any dwelling Lhe
United States, if his me his
sOCitl aud legal bhohavior will permit
I not one-tenth as “intdan matory™ to

day as it was three and a hall vears
ago when Joel E, Spingarn stood in
the oty of Louisvilie before a great
rontourse of colored people snd en

couraged, organized and inflamed
them for a fight against their new-
born segresation  ordinanece —whit h

ficht never stopped until the Supreme

Court rendered its decision He
W -.u'r._-wl them ngalnst the technlcal
pitiails, and advised them how 10 cet

the legal assistance for bringing b
fore the Supreme Court a case that
would stand squarely upon the
of scgregation or no  segregation
siripped of all slde jssues amd loop-
holes. But 1 will always believe that
the greatest contribution which lhe
made 1o the colored cltizens of Lotis
ville on that memor

fssue

¢ occaslon was
ot Instruction but inspiration. 1 had

the honor of shuring the day with
him; any other intellizan *olored
wan might have done that. But the

absolutely necessary and indispensa-
ble thing wans that some white man,
big and fearless and honest, should
Impress upon those colorad people at
that time that not all of their white
fellow-citizeng wanted colored people
forced Into ghettos, and that if the
colored people would stand up and
fight well and patiently and LEGAL
LY, many white people would assist
them and they would probably win
Mr, Spingarn supplied this need. If
you have not experienced it, you do
not know how calamitous and dis
couraging It is to the colored people
In their eternnl fight to rise, when
they are suddenly loaded with n new

handleap ke that =egregation law

Is like belng told that an unex-
pected and Irresistible enemy s at
the gates of vour ety It 1s like

strugeling for o generation in n dark
tunnel or mine, trying to find an exit
and when you suddenly gee a ray of

lizht, some m nt egod dropg a
blank and lmpenetrable wall across
your path

I marvelled at Joel E. Spingarn on

this occasion, as | have wondered at

him on sevVernl o rooccasions, His
passion and frunkness were not ope
it inferior to my own And yet
I was o n ber of the sullering race,
vhile e was only a Iriend. He was
counsel for the defense, while | wus
defendant endeavoring to plead s
OW I ClLse the 2ratelul colored peo
pel an el the vall to arms and
ralsed money to initiate the fight.
The seed ol success was sown. A veur
Iater another moass meeting of Louiss
Vide colored people  eulled for  Mr
Spingarn. He could not goand ! was
L o go fn his steid I found
Lh 1 result is previous work,
A + thoroughly or-
ed to fight
was a time when
it unpoptilar to take
I » toward the rights
Ji The fore b e
ers of however much
I hey It (to my personal
kuowle were not able to adyvo-
crte oponly these sjimple, fundamen-
tel rig [or colored people and at
L e ¢ their other
(1] ueil NOr ) i .‘"l".li'lT_‘-.

I'i ollowing  Incident [llustrates
the extent and power of this un-
That first Lavudsville
5 0 July of 1014 In the
same vear the natlonal
o of Charities and Correc-
tions was holding ts annual meeting
n Mewphis, Tenn, The National As
soclation for the Advancement of
Colored People had been given n
place on this program, which, 1 sy

pose, was to be tlled by Mreo Dulb

andl Mr. Spingarn.  But such was i

tenor of the public psychology
ward any prowinent mention of the
righs volored people that  the
chitrities organfzation withdrew its
invitution ut the eleventh houp, ledy-
ing the Advancement Society in oa
seengly emnbarrassing position
Some benevolent spy In the interest

]|

of the public good had no doubt sud:

| to ghow
| sidd, even in Memphlis

{ |l

denly warned the unsuspecting Charl
that if representatives
from the other society should speak,
they might advocate such revoluy.
tionary and subsersive doctrines
the full education, the equal ene
franchisement and the non-segresa-
tion of volored people, The people
of Charity thought that Memphls
wis too near to the Middle Ages to
stand any such shock as that—and
we can easily forgive them for that
thought But  Joel E. Spingarn
thought otherwise and determined
that these things could be
He wired for
me at Talladega, Alabama, stating
the cage brielly, Avery Chapel was
secured in Memphis, and on the same
night when the Charltles meeting
was In progress, Mr. Spingarn, Mr, |
DuBols and myself addressed one of
the most magnificent audiences gath-
ered in thai clty. Some white mem-
bers of the Charities Soclety aban.
doned their own meeting for ours.
it was o revelation to some of them
Our “friend,” Mr. Clarence Poe, edi-
tor of the Progressive Farmer in
North Caroling, occupled a front seat
along with our real friena, Mrs., Flor-
ence Kelly, of the National Congum-
ers’ League. It is Clarence Poe, who
[ur years has been advocating the
extreme jinfamy of the ruril sBegrega-
tion of calared people—tor eally push
them out of the fertile farms to the
bacren Wills or to the swatps. He
wag unwilling to have the righis of
the Negro mentioned in the Charities
dig bk, characteristic of  his
class, he was willing to come to Avery
i o dou cear tor himself, Mrs.
Kelley was there from the purest mo-
tives, as nlways. How Poe was af-
fected was shown by the bitterly ne-
gatlve but rather cnlightening edi-
torinl whielh gppeared in  the Pro-
griessive Farmer when he returned
to North Carolina, in which bhe
showed aaslrm at the enthusiasm of
our meeting and rather cleverly re-
fepred o toe dinerent golors of our
spvialters: Mr. Spingarn, a white man,
Wi sp ken irs ; Mr, DuBois, 4 mixed
type, had spoken second; and I, a
wlen, hud spoken last.
This seemed to suggest to Mr, Poe
Ol degrees of darkness
into which our civillzatlon would
surely sink, unless the Negroes were
suslegnied in the ruralp arts of North
Larolina
Mp o Spingarn has no doubt béen
looked upon ns a bad citizen by some
oL i @i hites, But time sup-
ports the truth and bringa out the
realities ; now Joel E, Spingarn la a
| ign ouicer, a Major In the Uniled

ag

aold

Siates army, while many of those
conservatives who would segregate |
1Y Iynch the Negro are slackers

He will fight the forelgn foe in be

halfl of all Americans just as valiant

ly as he has fought American race
prejudice in behall of the handi

capped Negro, proving that he has

not aided colored people Dbecavee
they were colored people, but hecause
clearly the righteousness of
claims

he saw
thelr

We are not trying to give a story, |
of Maior Spingarn's life, for he has |
a splendid career as university teach
er and author. We mention only one
0 0 points where his fine life has |
toched the Negro's in orler to |
unswer the natural query of colored |
peoide as to his “sincerity.”

Now, pertnit me to speak of what 1
regard as the  most ~reaching
achtevement of Mujor Sp arn's lfe
And whatever he may do in the fu-
I will stick to this opinion, even
if he should suceeed in bringing home
s a eapiive Kaiser "B himself. 1
refer to the ostablishment of the
camp at Fort Des Molnes, lowa, where
twelve hundred and fifty colored men

rause,

Lire

have been trained to officer their
fellow.baleks in the United Siates
army Whnat ag torm of opposition

his suggestion at first awakenad from
the colored leaders and the colored
nress! T now noticeable that |
many ol these leaders and papers are |
practically clalming the corexlit for
the establishment of this camp. Won- |
ferful, isn'tl t? But cany ou blame
n people whow ere theén in the midst
of a great battle to destroy segrega-
tion, if they failed to diseriminate
between a friendly suzeestion of se-
raratenese and the unfriendly ones?
There are two sorts of “segregation”
for the American Neero: first, the un-
just setting aside of the Netro fin
order the more easilv to deprive him

of certain riehts and privileges, and
second, n drawing aslde of his
forces for organization rather
than segregation. In order the
more elfactively  to nae his

powers to acnuire further rights and
privilezes. Nohody woulidl sav that
the Clef Club in New York, or that
the A. M. K. Churrch, or that Howard
University is a “Jim Crow" arrange-
ment to DEPRIVE the Negro of any-
thing They may be regarded na
methods, Imperfeet perhapa, to ENA.
HLE THE NEGRO TD ACQUIRE
eomething of which he is alrendy de-
prived. It was the same with Camp
Pes Molnes; {t wins not to get  the
Negro out of anvthing —1it was to get
him into something. It wonld he dif-
ferent If the Nesgro were beine tradn-
il at Plattshmrg and some one pro-
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|HON. EMMETT J. SCOTT THANKS
THE GLOBE.

War Department, Washington.
December 12, 1817,
| Bditor, The Nashville Globe,

447 Fourth Avenue, North,

Nashville, Tenn. |
My dear sir:

To me It 18 a source of very great
pleasure and satisfaction to make
note of the splendid support you have
peen good enough to sccord me In
connection with the recent appoints
| ment us Special Assistant to the See-
retary of War.

[ eannot tell you how much I value
and appreciate the whole-gsouled
support given by your valued DOWE~
paper and by the members of the
Negro press generally, All that I
can say s that I shall seek to be of
[the greatest service possible to Sec-
[retary Baker, to the Negro people,
land to our country.

; ::lur 1 not count upon you for fre-
quent counsel and suggestions? I
| am serving merely in a representative
|capacity and 1 want you and all other
loyal and patriotic Americans (3
know that | earnestly desire your
|cltmcat possible co-operation.

With thanks and best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

EMMETT J. SCOTT,
Special Assistant.
4,
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- (v
BISHOP AND MRS. R. A. CARTER
OF ATLANTA ARE VISITORS AT
“SUNSHINE."
Bishop and Mrs. R. A, Carter of
Atlants, Ga., spent Monday and Tuea-
day in the city as guests of Bigshop
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Phillips, his friend and colleague,
both being chief pastors of the C. M.
K. Church. Bishop and Mrs. Carter
were en route to Atlanta frop Eng-
land, Ark., where the bishop has just.
closed his conference season.
Tuesday morning Bishop and Mrs.
Carter visited Fisk Univeraity,
where the bishop deliversd a timely
address to the faculty and student-
body after having been fittingly in-
troduced by Bishop Phillips. Mrs.
Kliza Peterson, the widely known W.
C. T. U. worker, also spoke. Mr. A,
N. Johnson complimented Bishop Phil-
lips and his guest with an automo-
bile sight-seeing tour covering many
points of historic interest In and
around the eity. Bishop Carter visit-
ed Meharry and exchanged greetings
| with Pregident G. W. Hubbard and \
Dr. J. A. Lester. He was accompas-
nied by Dr. Phillips,
| Prominent ministers and friends
ealled upon Bishop and Mrs, Carter
and extended soclal courtesies in
| varfous ways. The distinzulshed
visitors were pleased with Nashville
and its warm-hearted citizens, Be-

AN

e

pressed o desire to revisit our clty
sometime in-the spring. In a rally
for education recently held in Ty-
{er. Texas, Bishop Carter raised
$20,000 and was crowned “Money
| King Bighop” of the (. M. E. Church.
The bishop is an author and orator
|n( wide reputation and stands high
| in church circles. He has a daugh-
tar. Miss Grace Carter, who I8 =
junior at Fisk University. It is un-
| derstood she Is making a brilliant rec-
i ord in her studies and music.

|
|
| fore leaving last Muesday they ex-
|
1
|

Beqin the “Xmas Spirit” with the
Forward Quest Girls Sunday at the
Library at 7:00 p. m.

WILSON COUNTY TRAINING
SCHOOL, |

Lebanon, Tenn.

Our first quarterly examinations
are just over. Prof. J. R. McDaniels,
our science teacher, is quite sick at
this writing. His wife has had charge
of his work during his absence, Elec-
trie lights haev been installed in our
school, of which we are very proud.
A beautiful $90 ranze and a Slnger
machine has also been added to onr
industrial department. Our new in:
dustrial teacher, Mrs, Pearl Crews,
has arrived and the work of that de-
partment is taking on new life. Im
apite of the ice and snow onr daily
attendance hag heen fine this week.
The members of the First Year Sen-
| fur Class served the memhers of ‘he

fuculty with a beautifully arranzed

Iineh last Tuesday at noon. Mra
Fliza Peterson of Texas, the great W.
. T. U. lecturer, was with us Fridoy

posed to take him away and set him
aslde, Only an enemy would do |
that. But the Negro was not at
Pluttsburg and was not going to be, |
A filend proposed to get him in some- |
where else. The proposition acknowl-
edged, of course, a delect In our eivil-
ization and sought to remedy it in |
the only way in which it could be
remedied at the time, On the other
Hand the separate car or the separite
residentinl block I8 not to endow the
Negro with any power or privilege
but to lessen hls powers and privi-
leges: not to get him Into anything, |
but to get him out of certnin com-
fortsa and properties. But we were
fighting segregation so hard that we

were willing (o fight even its name | pio yovdon for repeating it. Onee he
and intimut’on,—which is to our T & RORai ks "
credit,  In the fury of the battle, boarded a rather crowded subway

disordered and almost blinded by the
enemy, wa could hardly distinguish
al riend from a foe, Our judgment
was handicapped. Our spirit was
true.

I agreed with Major Spingarn's
sugeestion and went at conce to Its
rescue, It was no superior foresight;
it was doubtless my knowledge of the
man. When you know a man and
his ways, your insight is keener, your
sympathy quicker. Again he sent me
a hurry call. 1 met him in Washing-
ton, where our combinad persuasion
was to begin the ralsing of 200 volun-
teers to meet the requirement of the
War Department, Strange such vol-
unteers from colorad Americans. The
storm of the Negro press was furf
ous. Spingarn, who yesterday was
the admiration of ten thousand col-
ored auditors was today
tized by every term that could pass
through the malils. There were somo

anathema- |

* | in

notuble exceptions, of courge, like
thie Crisls, Our appeal to the bovs of
Howard University met a magnificent
response. In addition to logie and
mechanleal consistency, the young
have courage and FAITH. Two hun-
dred were secured, and then the War
Department ralsed the requirement
to two hundreil and fifty, lnter to Ave
hundred, and finally it looked as if
the training ecamp could not be se
cured for any numher of hundrads of
coloreld men, The press continued [ts
fury. In fact, this fight against o
separate camp Is the most splendid
nnison | have ever known the colored
press to strike up go symphoniously,
The Howard University hova who
atarted in the fight on the day when
Major Spingarn and I appeared he-
fore them kept in It tiil the ecamp
was secured, It could not have been
gorurad without their eooperation.
And what do you suppose was Ma-
jor Spingarn’'s comment on this op-
wartilnn® o gafd he thought it the
finest thing he had ever observed

from colored people; it showed that

they were at lnst awake and capahle | eyes, which show the magnanimity of

of unfted action in their own behalf,
He safd it rewarded him for the
struggles he had maintained lor
them. He was convinced more thun
ever thot they were worthy of an
officers” training camp, . and he
fonght all the harder to get {t. How
different is this from the attitude of
a small-minded man! Many of our
‘rlends would have been emblittered
and torned againstu 8 forever, be-
cause of our “ingratitude.”

FPermit me to relate a little inci-
dent which further fllustrates this
quility in the man. He told it to me
a personal conservation, and I ask

train in New York, but there was a
vacant seat begide an intelligent look-
Ing colored man. The man had on a
long coat and seemed to be a preach-
er, or some other dignltary. Spin-
garn did not notice that one tall of
the gentleman's coat stretched out
arrogantly, and itself ocupled the
seat beside its wearer. So the Ma-
jor sat down in this seat, and, all
unintentionally, of course, sat on
this sensitive coat-tail. The colored
gentleman took advantage of Spin-
garn's moment of abstraction ane
jerked his insulted coat-tail from un-
der the Major with a violence and
in n manner not only to unseat the
white man but to hurl him clear
acrose the car. After relating the
incident to me, this is what Major
Spingarn went on to say: That it
made him sad all that day and for
days afterwards, That it preyved
upon his honest thoughts. That he
blamed a civilization that conld make
a man feel as that colored man evi-
dently felt—hostile to a whole class,
without individual distinetion, and
ready to sting the first white man
he got a good chance to sting. The
Major said his mind filled itself with
pletures of the petty iInsults and
wrongs which that colored man had
euffered, and which had secreted in
hia life that drop of gall which he
aspat forth In the suhway. Then he
PITIED that colored man from the
battom of his heart, He wanted to

An somethineg to resoue men from
that. He never thought of hating that
unfortunate and [llbmaneerd man

—much leas of desplaing his race—
mich less still of takine this as an
exouse to wish for Jm Crow ears in
New York City. But think of the
effect of any similar occurrence upon
the average white man, anywhere In
thia country, the average man, 1
mean, not to mention the selfish.

incidents observed with my own
colored men toward white men whom
they chance (o meet on the pathway
of life and who were hampered and
fettered and unfortunate in theig na-
tive prejudice toward colored people
or by their environment, Indeed it
is the black man's triumph that he
forgives the Individual white man!
for the sins of the group. And it {8
through the courage and patience of
such white men and such black men
that we will ultimately find a com-
mon basis for our common civiliza-
Lion,
Baltimore, 'Md,, December, 1917.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT FOR THE FOR-
WARD QUEST GIRLS.

The Forward Quest Girls Club of
the Bethlehem House which is now
orgunized Into three circles with an
advisor for each circle will hold fts

first mnss meeting on the Sunday eve-
ning before Christmas in the Negro
Public Library at 7 o'clock.

A program is being planned which
it is hoped will inspire in every lis-
tener the real spirit of the Christ
Child and one that will be a true cele.
bration of His advent into the world.
There are being prepared tableaux of
Xmas Bible scenes, and Xmas music
by some of the best musiciana of
the city; these will be marked fea-
tures of the program, Rev, Julian C.
Caldwell, Secretary  of the Allen
Christian Endeavor League of the A,
M. . Church, will talk on the Spirit
of Christmas. It Is expected that the
firat mass meeting of the Forward
Quogt Girls Club will be & memora-
ble oceasion and eevryhody concerned
is interested in making it mean the
most possible to each one who shall
attend, All girls and their friends
are invited and we agk each mother
to be interested in bringing her
daughter.

BLIND SCHOOL NOTES.

The colored department of the Ten
nesses School for the Blind is situat-
ed in the southern part of the city
of Nashville, The building Is spacious
and is surrounded by a beauntiful and
large campus, The school is open
nine months in the year and any per-
gon of school age, male or lemale, Is
admlited free of charge, all provi-
sions being made by the zood old Vol-
unteer State,

Mrs. Sugie M. Lowe, the prineipal,
has been at the head of this institu-
tion for over thirty years and the
good work that she has done during
these many vears Is Inexpressible.
The teacherz In this institution are

nieht. All were delighted with hav-
ing her.
Henry, Rev. Ti. C. Jones, who looked GIFTS FOR OFFICERS OF COM-

after the religious welfare of the
students for fourteen years, was re-
cently succeeded by W. H. Hollins.

- —————

THE COMING OF WINTER.
By Mattie Louise Bostick.

PANY G.
A package left the Fireside Schook
head quarters this week that is to
g0 to the officers of Company G. who
are now loeated at Newport News, Va.
This package contained a metal mir-
ror for each officer, a gospel of Johm
of the Pocket Testament League edi-
tion, and two cakes of chocolate. The
friends contributing are the Home
Misslon Soclety of the Clark Memorial
Church, the Woman's Christian Tem-
perance Unfon and Miss Myrtle San-
ford, who gave through the Fireside

B.Y.P.U

1
The snow Is falling thick I see,
I wonder what all this can be?
The snow has laid a white cover o'er !
the acorns in the woods,
The chiidren are clad in their Iittle
warm hoods,
The people are buying turkeys every-
where [ go,
The snow-birds have come to us once
maore,

2
The snow is falling thick and fast
Dear old winter has come at last,
Children hurry off to school,

Keeping each the golden rule, .

Never too late, ‘g l

Beautiful winter s something great. upp |eS
8

Around the cheerful fire at night, .

When the lights are burning bright, A

Children whisper to each other, "ws

T{’l\c: they turn and say to mother:

"When will Santa Claus be here?"” BY. P U UARTERLY, 10c F

“Very soon, my little dear." per single cupyﬂn lots of five w'm:: &
4 8¢ per copy.

Then with faces beaming bright, TUPIC CARDS, 2c rer doz-n; The por hun-

The little ones say good night, dred. »

Thinking each of Santa dear, INVITATION CAR' S, 80c per hurdred, 1

Whom mother says, will soon be here,
Soon we'll hear the sleigh bells ring.
And dear old Christmas with all its

joys will bring.

PLENG CARDS, %0 per handrec,
BULIUNS, 5 cach o Tieper dosn
CUNST TUTION AD GUIDE, 21 each: 01,79
oer dozen pestvaid
WY P WO KING MANUAL e
.Y P, U REC'RD AND + OLL BORK, 8
OBJE TWALLCHARTS, at 3240
L GE ut 31,00
| SYSTE 4ATIC BIBLE “EADFRS 00U 2SE, at
Y 15 per doxw n or $1.25 ner nyndred

This little childish poem was writ-
ten by the talented little fourteen
vear old daughter of Mr, and Mrs. J.
W. Bostick. Her talent as an elo-
cutionist was noticealile at four years
of age, and since that time she has
made quite a reputation as a young
reader,

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, EAST.
NASHVILLE,

Study Course Hooks 3

Outline History of Nedro Baptists, 60e
What Baptists Believs and Practice,

at 10c per copy. 3100 per duzen. |
Fraining in Church Memwvership at 60¢
My Brother and | ut 25¢

| God and Me, at 25¢

T Send All Orders to |
Notl na! Baptist Publishing Beard

"R . BOYD, 0. D.. Secretan e |

Specinl Christmas services at 11
a. m. “A Message from the Prince
of Peace to the Warring Natlons of
Earth” will be the subject of Rey,
W. §. Ellington's discourse Sunday
mornjng. The choir s preparing ex-
cellent musie for the oceasion. At
night, “The Visit of the Shepherds
to the Manger” will be the subject of
Rev. Ellington’s discourse, Great
crowis are expected to be present at
these services,

A Christmas Tree and concert

I speak here especially of Major

Spingarn. Else I could tell of several

Prof. James Neal, Miss Annie Hol-
| man, Miss R. B. English, Miss J. T.

523 Second Aves e Noshvite, Ton, |
Monday night, December 24th. Admlis- 100
slon free,




