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The Game Will Improve When a Fighter Develops Who Knows He Can't Come Back

CLOSE RAGE IS
PREDICTED

IN 1914
AllClubs, With the Exception

of Portland, Will Be Much
Stronger

JOE MURPHY
It is generally contended that the

teams of the Pacific Coast league, with
the exception of Portland, will be
stronger next season than they were
during the year of 1913. If this con-
tention proves true, then the race for
the pennant should prove highly ex-
citing.

The clubs representing San Fran-
cisco, Venice and Los Angeles have
secured new material, which promises
To bolster up the weak spots. The
Seals look better than they did las:

year. We willhave to wait, however,

and learn the identity of the two
players Manager Del Howard expects

to sign before shouting the cause of
the Seals too loudly.

It seems almost a foregone conclu-
sion that Hap Hogan's club will be
at least 20 per cent stronger than it
was last year. The addition of Bill
Leard is sure to'prove a benefit.

Second base was the weak point of
the Tiger lineup last season, but now
that Hogan has secured Leard to play
the initial sack. Hap need not worry
about the territory between first and
second not being capably covered.

Some of the fans are doubtful about
Hogan getting the work <ju% of Leard
that he is capable of. It is such
players as Leard that Hogan can
handle and the writer is willing to
take a chance at predicting that Leard
is in for a great season and that lie
will be one of the stars of the south-
ern club.

The Los Angeles club will have
some new pitching material that
looks promising, and Berry has hopes
of getting Inflelder Joe Berger from
the Chicago White Sox and Inflelder
Ray Bo; ton from the New York Yan-
kees. With the players he has se-
cured to date and Berger and Borton
coming. Berry will have a team that
will he hard to beat.

The Oakland lineup is a hard one
to figure at this time. If Devlin
jumps into the game and holds down
the second sack, the infield of the
transliay club will look mighty good
with Ness. Devlin, Cook and Hetling
on the firing line. The Oaks are sadly
in need of a couple of good pitchers.

The Beavers of last season was one
of the strongest clubs that ever played
in the Pacific Coast league. A couple
of the players will be missing next
year, and the club can hardly be ex-
pected to be as ptrong as the com-
bination that represented the north-
ern city during the season of 1913.

Baseball conclusions are based on
past performances. If the players
who wili represent the various teams
of the Coast league play up to their
expected form, the fans can count on
a close race.

It is said that Ray Borton. thp first
baseman of the Yankees, who is
wanted by Hap Togan of the Venice
club and Henry Berry of the Los An-
geles club, is troubled with bad feet,
j-.nd this is the reason that Manager
Chance of the New York club is turn-
ing him adrift.

Art Shafer, third baseman of the
New York, Giants, has announced his
retirement from the game again. This

time it is said that the former Santa
Clara college boy is on the square and
he is going to quit professional base-
ball for good.

When Manager Muggsy McGraw of
the Giants was south with the globe
trotting baseball players he had a talk
with Shafer. Mac asked him if it was
true that he was to retire from base-
ball, and Shafer replied in the af-
firmative.

Mac tried to lure Shafer back by
offering him more salary and gl\-e
him the privilege of joining the club
when the playing season commenced,
instead of Joining the team at Marlin.
where it will train. Shafer told Mc-
Graw that he was in business with
his father and that he was out of the
game for good.

A general complaint was made by
the players of the different clubs
about the condition of the Sacramento
ball fieid. They claim that it is full
of gulleys and holea and is sadly in
need of attention. It is claimed that
a player is never sure of himself on
the Buffalo park ball field.

The eorlhes in the south say that
Walter Slagle, Bill Tozer and Bill
Page will have to hustle to keep their
jobs next season. They will be taken
to the training camp, but they will
have to show the goods if they hope
to make the team.

The Judge Was Insulted In His Own Courtroom Tad

Sharkey Pinched
And Bailed Out

NEW YORK. Dff. 18.?Tom
Sharkey** place at 114 East
fourteenth street was raided
as a disorderly house late last
uight.

Thin In the first time such a
complaint has ever been made
against him, although be has

l>een arrested before for alleged

excise Tlirlaftajiia

The raid v»ns made on com -
plaint of the Kehlllah. the Jew-
ish anti-vice organisation, and
the Gramniercy Park associa-
tion.

Sharkey, his manager, An-
drew Osborne, and Albert Ja-
cobs, a waiter, were arrested
sad quickly balled.

Slattery's

Spikes
THE passing of Owen Moran ought to be enough to convince the

fighters and the patrons of the game that the word "comeback"
should be eliminated from the fighting dictionary. It may go in

other lines of sport, but certainly not in the ring. They have been
trying it over and over again, with the same old result every time.
The sooner the fans refuse to fall for comeback fighters, and the sooner
the promoters make up their minds that the comeback can't be accom-
plished, the better off the game of the gloves will be.

* * *
MORAN' was just clever and wordy enough to make the majority of

the fans believe that he could accomplish what so many of them
failed at in the past. He told them how he had climbed on the

wagon, how he had fought big, \u25a0 * 11

husky Matt Wells off his feet for
20 rounds and how he Intended to
go right up the ladder again.
They

* # *
IT is hard, indeed, to imagine a'

man like Moran going hack so
far in such a short space of

time. Less than two years ago he
was looked upon as one of the
greatest lightweights in the game.
True, he was flattened by Wol-
gast, but Wolgast was at his best
then and that was not looked
upon as a disgrace.

* * *
BUT the case of Moran proves

that the same old saying still
holds good. They can't come

back, and that settles it. Still, it
is hard. Indeed, to make the pub-
lic come to this conclusion. When
one of the old timers asks for a
chance against a busher they gen-
erally rally around him, for they
figure that he will have 'Just
enough class left to carry him
through."

CLASS, however, does not fount

when the old stamtna and the
old strength are not there to

aid the fighter in his moment of
need. He may be there in theory.

but that lets him out. The young-
ster with the vitality and the pep
is the one to back in these uncer-
tain days of the ring. Class al-
ways needs plenty of assistance.

\u2666 * *
A

COUPLE of wise Los Angeles
sports had the right idea,

They saw Moran lose to Jack
White on a foul several months
ago and then they saw Axevedo
make a whirlwind tight against
Dundee. They slipped quietly into
town, laid down their dough
Azevsdo and slipped quietly oiit
again. One gathered $2,000 and
the other half this amount.

» * #

THE chances are that Moran
will make a trip east and still
be able to gather the soft

money. They may fall for him

about once back there; but If he
fights like he fought Asevedo,
then goodby and good night.
But Moran is an energetle little
chap and there is no law to rule
him off for trying.

\u2666 * #

IT looks as though Tommy Burns
is trying to get revenge on
Jack Johnson through the

agency of his white hope, Arthur
Pelkey. Tommy is out with the
statement that Pelkey has drawn
the color line, but he Is willingto
step over It if there is a possible
chance for him to get the black
champion in the ring with him.

\u2666 » #>

TOMMY probably still smarts a
bit every time that he thinks
of that beating which the

giant smoke handed him in Syd-
ney nearly Aye years ago. Re-
venge would be sweet to the for-
mer heavy weight king even at
this stage of the game. And, be-
sides, it would mean a lot of
money in the event that Pelkey
should happen to trim Johnson.

TOMMY'S line of chatter sounds
all right, but it will be wise
for him to attend strictly to

Gunboat Smith before he takes it
Into his head to make any other
matches. Pelkey will have a tough
old job on his hands when he
tackles the gunner on New Year
day; and if he does win, he will,
be entitled to a crack at any of
them.

# # #

BURNS is still looking for
somebody to lay him 2 to 1
that the Gunner will beat

Pelkey. He evidently is try-
ing to beat the price a bit, al-
thought they may be selling like
that when they, enter the ring-
But 2 to 1 is a long price to be
looking for right now, and it is
doubtful if Burns is going to get
any action at all.

PACKET McFARLAND ha* set
up quite a wall because the
Wisconsin boxing- commission

has suspended him for a year,
and also because the New York
commission is going to take the
same action. Too bad about
Packey. He has been getting
away with more of the soft stuff
than any other fighter In the
business and he never has been
called till now.

» ? *
M'FARL.AND is the typical ace

in the hole fighter. He
never will take a chance

against a live opponent. He never
will make weight. He goes on his
reputation all the time and picks
out the marks in order to get his
money as easy as possible. And
when he is called he starts to
holler just like all the sure thing
men.

BUT
Pac key will not be missed

even If he does get sore
enough to bid the gloves

farewell. He never has done any-
thing to endear himself to the
men who support the game. He
won't fight men like Mike Gib-
bons or Jimmy Clabby. b.ut he Is
always willing- to come in at
catch weights with some poor
little 133 pounder. A flne ring
performer!

ANOTHER STAR
IS COMING TO

THE FRONT
NEW YORK, Dec. 18.?If one were

to accept the word of Danny Morgan,
known to the boxing world as "Silent

otto Koehler of Cleveland is
the most likely lightweight In the
world, with the possible exception of
Jack Brltton, Willie Ritchie apd one
or two others. Morgan, however, is
not stumped over one or two men
being ranked higher than his newest
protege, and blandly declared:
TJw

K
v.

<.ehl<?r wiU be be»er than
Kltchle and as good a- Britton in thenear future if he remains under my
management."

Koehler, from his victories overloung" Brown and Freddie Haas on
Saturday and Monday nights, respect-
ively, was at Morgan's office today
inquiring when he was going to boxagain. He said he could box at 134pounds ringside and be strong, al-though his natural weight wouldseem to be around 140 pounds. He is
anxious to try conclusions with Leach
Cross or any men in his class."

* \u2666 *Dapper Jack ONeil of England,
rated by some as the superior ofFreddie Welsh, the holder of Lord
Lonsdale's belt, of thelightweight championship of Great
Britain, will meet "Young" Browntonight.

The question of whether or not Joe
Jeanette and Sam Langford have
gone back so far that they are not
entitled to further consideration aschampionship possibilities will be
definitely settled In Paris Saturday
nlght.

The men will meet in a 20 round
contest and the winner will meet Jack
Johnson, if the latter really intends
to defend his title.

Shugrue and Smith
Put Up Fast Fight

NEW YORK, Dec. 18.?Young Shu-
grue, the clever Jersey City boxer,
and Cy Smith, the Hoboken Cyclone,
put up such a rattling exhibition at
Brown's gymnasium last night that
Tom O'Rourke, manager of the Na-
tional Sporting club, who was pres-
ent, Immediately rematched them for
a bout at his club next Tuesday night.
Both boxers are lightweights. The
bout last night attracted so much at-
tention that the club was forced to
close Its doors, hundreds not being
able to see It.

City Officials Will Make
Fight for Athletic League

WILLIAMUNMACK

' Retrenchment in the board of edu-
cation will probably mean the hold-
ing up of the good work accomplished
by the Public Schools Athletic league.

President A. A. d'Ancona of the board
yesterday notified Assistant Athletic
Director George Hammer that re-
trenchment was being considered, and

that it was quite possible that for the
next six months at least the work of
the schools league would have to be
suspended.

The retrenchment will affect nearly
50,000 boys and girls of the various
grammar schools of the city and the
physical benefits that the league gives
these children is threatened to be dis-
continued.

Eustace Peixotto, director of the
Public Schools Athletic league, is at
present In Australia with the All-
American athletic team.

BOYLE CONDEMNS POLICY
The proposed retrenchment by the

board of education, which will do
away with the work of the Public
Schools Athletic league work, has met
with intense opposition from those
who know the benefits that the league
has given the children.

Thomas F. Boyle, city auditor and
president of the league, said this
morning:

"The proposed retrenchment in the
schools league is a surprise to me.
Though I know the board of educa-
tion has overdrawn its appropriation,
I do not think the good work and
necessary work of the league should
suffer. The league Is a special benefit
to every boy and girl fn school. Be T

sides the physical benefits, it also
teaches discipline and tends to make
the children brighter in their studies.

"The board of education has had
more money this year than ever be-
fore, and had the business affairs
been conducted properly there would
have been ample money to carry on
all the work. The physical benefits of
thp children should not be made to
suffer for this lack of business man-
agement in the board."

ROOs SPEAKS FOR LEAGUE
Robert Roos, one of the originators

of the league, said this morning:
"The league is one of the greatest

undertakings for the benefit of the
school children of the city, and its
work should be allowed to go on un-
impeded. Retrenchment should not
Interfere with this physical work of
the child, which is as necessary as the
mental side of the children's life. A
strong body makes a strong mind,
but a strong mind does not make a
strong body."

Colonel Power of the board of edu-
cation and a member of the directors
of the league said:

"This is all news to me, but it is not
surprising that I have no knowledge
of the proposed retrenchment. I will

fight this to the finish, as it is -wrong
to cut off this physical side of the
child's education. No official action
has been taken by the board of edu-
cation, and when it does come up I
think the retrenchment can be effect-
ed in other directions."

STILL AFTER SCRIBES
The national commission lias not

abandoned its efforts to suppress the

practice of signing the names of base-

ball players and managers to articles
written by other persons, according
to Ban B. Johnson, president of the
American league. Mr. Johnson said
the question probably would be dis-
cussed at the next meeting of the
commission and some further action
takn unless the practice is discon-
tinued.

REESE IS POPULAR
If this thing keeps up, some ball

players will be praying Bonesetter
Re**se to teach them how he does It,
so they can practice on similar cases.
The press dispatches carry the story
that a beautiful young society girl of
Pittsburg recently dislocated her left
leg while dancing the tango. She
went to Reese to have it fixed, and he
untangoed the limb with neatness and
dispatch.

Moran Still Lucky
Enough to Get Work

VICTORIA, B. C, Dec. 18.?Owen.
Moran, the English lightweight, and
Joe Bayley, former lightweight cham-
pion of Canada, have been matched
for a 15 round boxing contest at
Steveston, near Vancouver, B. C, Jan-
uary 9. The men will weigh in at 133
pounds ringside.

BLAKE VS. DIXIEKID
LONDON, Dec. 18.?Bandsman Blake,

the undefeated British middle weight
champion, was today matched to bos
the Dixie Kid in London on January 1.

A Box oi Cigars is -
the Best Expression £% Ifed

jofthe CHRISTMAS Spirit | t IV^^

I Be Sure oi the Cigars I
Tnr/iJJ* and you'll be Sure
%J * oi his Blessing.

From the following brands of cigars, all firmly established favorites
in UNITED CIGAR STORES from one end of the country to the other,
it is safe to make selections for holiday gifts.

These cigars (packed 25 in a box) represent the widest variety of
tastes. Each is recommended as a standard cigar of its kind, so that
smokers themselves, or others buying for smokers (particularly the
ladies) may make a choice with every assurance of going right.
HIGH GRADE CLEAR HAVANACIGARS FINE DOMESTIC CIGARS

Brand Sir.c Price Brand Sire Price

Havana American Portola $2.50 Orlando Queens $2.50
Universal 2.50 " . Media Perfecto 2.00
Supremo 3.00 La Regma J'erfecto 2.50. , , _, . _. ? M Spencer Arms Perfecto 2.00Anthony and Cleopatra Puntano Fino 2.50 Palma de'Cuba Media Perfecto 1.50P cllcl°*? 3.0) « - * Bouquet 1.25
Invincible 4.15 Sensorio Perfecto 1.50

Flor de Murias Army and Navy 3.00 Benefactor Invincible 1.50
" " " Perfectionado 3.00 " Superior 1.25
" " " Don Antonio 3.00 Duke of Moreland Perfecto 1.15

Lady Churchill Soberano 1.25
El Principe de Gales High Life 2.75 Genl. Braddock Colonial 1.00

Longfellow 2.75 Coast to Coast Londres 1.00
Wellington 3.00 Earl of Malta Union Club 1.25

Orden by mail filled, ail c hajfes prepaid. Addrew The ftneat Una of Briar an d Meerschaum Plpeg. ClearMail Order Service, 565 Howard ft., San Franciaoo. and Cigarette Holder*, at*., to be found anywhere,

AMUSEMENTS _
ITHOUSANDS BEING UNABLE

TO GAIN ADMISSION TO

MELBAKUBELIK
IMANAGER GREENBAUM HAS

ARRANGED FOR A POSITIVE-
LY FAREWELL CONCERT AT
DREAMLAND ON

SATURDAY EVE., Dec. 27

lATI
AT 8:1S. WITH A SPECIAL PRO-
GRAMME. TICKETS $3.00, $2.00.
91.50 AND SI.OO. READY NEXT
WEDNESDAY at Sherman, Clay
A Co.'a and Kohler and ( ba»f'».

ADDRESS MAIL ORDERS
ITO WILL L. GREENBAUM, Care

EITHER OFFICE.

OAKLAND CONCERT
lATI

AT YE LIBERTY PLAYHOI SE
ON WEDNESDAY AFT., DEC.
31 ST, AT 2i30. SEATS READY
DEC. 26TH AT YE LIBERTY.

Maaon Jt Hamlin Piano.

/BaIVTI leading theater
M Tf mmr I EUls flDd -Market

\u25a0 llm m/% I'hone Sutter 2460- Week Only
Xijhta, 25c to $1.80; Sat. Mat., 25c to $1.00.

Cosmo Hamilton's Vital Drama,

I Blindness of Virtue
A Play Every Parent an<l Girl Should See.

SEATS SELLING NOW FOR

GABY DESLYS
In the .1 Act Musical Comedy

"THE LITTLE PARISIENNE"
Eight Day*, Com. Next Snnday Night
Night and Sat. Mat. Pricea. 50c to $2.50; Tues.

Wed., Thurs. (Xmas), and Sun. Mat.
Dec. 28. 50c to $2.00.

o*fbiTe/tSt. opp.Orp/ieu/rt

A Feast* of Fun for the
Festive Season

IRENE FRANKLIN
GIRL THE GATE
MATINEES TODAY, SATURDAY

AND SUNDAY

YCjaMflnGfianCl Market
\Sjm Only 4 Nights More

A Play All Women Should See

'THE COMMON LAW"
FROM ROBERT W. CHAMBERS' Novel.

Nights and Sunday Matinee. 2T>c to $1.
Wed. and Sat. Mat*.. 25c to 60c.

Com. MONDAY NEXT

MUTT and JEFF
.jOs People?Everything New

* Seats Selling Now.

EXERCISE AND FUN
ALL IN ONE

SKATING COLISEUM
Oak and Baker Street*

THREE SESSIONS DAILY
SPECIAL XMAS CELEBRATION

NEXT WEEK
Skates, 25<- Admission, 10c

?a million real snow covered 18. JLBwT 111 I IB^
Christmas trees. «*??>*?

?sleighing?skeeing

?no wintry winds, the 3000 foot walls B f ja***. | I
of the valley protect you. II? \u25a0 I I MkJ ~Ji J

?go this year and show the kiddies Bf Jk I I B B#
what a real snow-in-it Christmas is? W BTjL B. >I W
and how enjoyable. ? I

?auto stage now operated from EI 1Q 90 B
Portal to Sentinel Hotel. I O. round trip

Sanu Fe City Offices Dec. 20-21-22-23-24-25-27-
-673 Ma**St. S« r-ra-iPhone Ke«y 3.5 J» "3031 - J«HJ; }'
1218 Broadway. Oakland. Phone Lakeside 425 limit January 5, 1911.

AMUSEMENTS

MATINEE TODAY AND EVERY DAY

6?GREAT NEW ACTS-6
JOHN F. OONROY, assisted by HIS MODETfI

AND DIVING GIRLS; ED GALLAGHER »d«i

808 CARLIN. In a Nautical TraTesty, "Befoi<
the Mast": BERT LEVY, the Famous Arthl
Entertainer; MONETTE, the Violinist Wbi
Sings; MURIEL and FRANCIS. "Just T*«
Girls": BOLLINGER and REYNOLDS, fun t
the Wire- THE WORLD'S NEWS in Excluslt«
Motion Picture*: Last Week. Immense SuccessLYONS and YOSCO, "the Harpist and tbf
Singer," and TAYLOR GRANVILLE. LAURA
riERPONT and Company of Fifteen in "The
System."

Beginning; Next Sunday Matinee

ORPHEUM ROAD SHOW
Direction Martin Beck

Ereninr prices?loc, 28e. 50c. 75c. Box Se«t%
$1. Matinee prices (except Sundays and Hdh
days)?loc. 25c. 50c. PHONE DOUGLAS 7fr

Tit* I aariaaa; Playhouse? Geary and Mason'
Lajrt 3 Nlfrhta?Matinee Saturday

MRS. FISKE
"THE HIGH ROAD"
Beginning Next Sunday

MAY IRWIN
In Her Latest Comedy Success. With Songs,

"WIDOW BY PROXY"
Mats. Wed.. Thurs.. Sst.?Wed. Mat. 23c to $1

SEATS NOW ON SALE

ALCAZARKEARNY 2
MATINEE TODAY?LAST FOUR NIGHTS

"SOME SHOW, people:

EVELYN VAUGHAN?BERT LYTELL
And the ALCAZAR COMPANY In

THE JOY RIDE MUSICAL FARCE

"THE GIRL tjbe TAXI"
You Start Laughing When Too Come In

And You Laugh All Night.
Prices?2sc to $1; Mat.. 25c to 50e.

MATS. THURSDAY. SATURDAY, SUNDAY.

THE BARNTJM * BAILEY OF MUSICAL
COMEDY,

"THE MAN WHO OWNS BROADWAY"
MISS VAUGHAN AND MR. LYTELL HEAD-

ING THE CAST.
Seats for New Year's Ere Now Selling.

MARKET ST. OPP. MASON.
Most Pretentious. Spectacular Dancing

Production in Vaudeville.

'Priestess ofKama'
With a. Cast of 10 Prominent Local Society

Qlrls.

S~JUGGLING NORMANS
Chaa. Reilly aT'oo. f La tell Broa.

Kathryne Miley jVincent A Raymond
Romero Family.

POSITIVELY THE GREATEST SHOW
THAT EVFR PLAYED HIRE'

A New and Beautiful Spectacle of Music
and Art

The BOWER of MELODY
\2? NOTED SOLO INSTRUMENTALISTS?I 2
3 EMMERSONS ?

" 3
"FUN IN A SWIMMING POOL"

MARTINI tgj, MAXIMILIAN
BALI.ft BROS. - LOUISE MAYO
SAM HARRIS LALIEBROOKE

LURLINE
BUSH AND LARKIK STREETS

Ocean Water Baths
SWIMMING AND TUB BATHS
gait water direct from the ocean. Opaa

e»*ry day and erenlng. Including Sundays
and holidays, from ( I. a. w lo p. i
bpectators- gallery free.

The Sanitary Baths
Satatorlum reserved Tuesday and Frtdaw

mornings from » o clock to noon for woman
"FILTERED OCEAN WATER PLUNGE."
COMFORTABLY HEATED. CONSTANTLYCIRCULTAINO AND FILTERIHQ.
Hot Air Hair DryJ.Jtnc Curling Irao,
?nd Shampoo Room for Vromca Bathers Fr«.
BiAJICHTUB BATHS. gls. GEAitY BT

NEAR XUViSAuEitO


