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The Great Deadwood
Mystery.

BY BRET HARTE.

.

PART I,

Tt was growing quite dirk in the telegraph
office wt Cottonwood, Tushmine County,
Culifornis. The office, n box-like inclosure,
was peparates] from the publie rocm of the

st | Miner's Hotel by a thin pactition, and the
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operator, who wis also Newn and Expreas
awood, had elosod his win-
dow, and was lounging by his newsstand,
preparatory to r.oing home. Without, the
first monotonous rain of the season was
dripping fromt the porehes of the hotelin the
waning light of o Decsmber day.

The tread of mud-mufled boots on the
veranda, and thé entrance of two min, of-
fered a womentagy excitemerl, One of
thom proceeded to the desk, wrote a dis:
pateh, and banded it to the other interroga-
tively.

“That's about the way the thing p'ints,”
reaponded his companiou nementingly.

"1 reckoned it only squar’ 1o use his dien-
tikal worda?""

" That's so."

The first spenker torned to the operator
with the dispatch. :

"' How soom ¢an you ehove her through?"

The operator glanced professionally ovor
the address and the Jangth of the dispatch.

" Now," he answered prompily.

* And she gews there : g

“To-night; but there's no delivery until
to-morrow,”

“Shove hier throogh to-night, and say

9 [there's an extra twenty loft here for deliv-

EI‘.’."

The oporator, aceustomed to all kinda of
extravagaut outlay for expedition, replied
that he would lay this proposition, with the
dispatch, before the San Franciseo office.
He then took it aud read it—and reread it.
He preserved the ususl professional apathy,
—had doubtleds sent maoy more enigmati-
onl and mysterious mesages —but, vever
theless, when be finished, ho raised his eyes
inquiringly 1o his customer, Thut gentle
man, who enjoyed a reputation for equal
sponikneity of tempér and revolver, met his
guze a little imputiently. The operntor had
racourse (o a trick. Under the pretense of
wisunderstanding the message, he obliged

of securacy, nod even suggested a few vor-
bal alterations, ostensibly to insure correct-

+ | wean, but really to extract further informa-

tion, Nevertheless, the wan doggedly per-
sisted in u liternl transcript of this wessage.
The operitor went 1o his instrument hesi-
tatingly.

"1 suppose,” he added, half questioningly,
"there nint no chance of & wistake. This
addross in Rightbody, that rieh old Buston-
inn that everybody knows. They aint but
one ?"

“That's the address,”
spoaker, coolly

“Diido’t kuow the old chap had invest-
monts out bere’’ suggested the operator,
lingering at the instrument.

“No more did 1,” was the insaificient
reply.

For some few momenta nothing was bieard
hut the click of the instrument, ax the oper-
ator worked the key with the usual appear-
snce of imparting confidence to a pome-
what reluctant henror who preferred to talk
bimuel. The two men stood by, watching
his wotions with the usual awe of the un-
professional. When he hnd finished, they
they laid before lim (wo gold pleces. A
the operntor took them up, he could not
help saying:

“The old man went off kindar sudden,
dido't he? Had no time to write "

" Not sudden for that kind o' wian," was
the exanparating reply.

But the spesker was pot to be discon-
“If there is an suwwer———" he

responded the first

begat.

" They uint any," rop’ o (he Grat speaker,
quietly.

“Why?"

" Beouuse the man e sent the mewsags is
dw "

"But itesigned by you two.”

"Ou'y ez witheases—ehi 1" appealed the
first speaker to bin comrade.
"Onfynmuuu. mmddm?:r

rator shragged his
- bl!?!:ﬂ coneluded, the firn spullz

WM He nodded o the oper

“l'lltl o -the barroom with n

the sender to repoat it aloud for the sake’

ull Wm;m eritical
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wailing withoul-—as e onght. Despite the
Intencan of the hour, thers was a alight glow
from the windows, clesrly 6ot snough to
warm the messenger with. indioations of n
fentivity withing but yet besponking, os it
were, home prolonged, though subdued, ex-
citement. The sober servaut, who iook the
dispatoh nod reesipted for it an gravely an
i witvessing o last will and testament, reo
spectiully paused before the entrance of the
deawingroom, The sound of mussured and
rhetarical speech, throogh which the ocen-
sional congh of the New England const
stroggled, ns the only offort of puturo not
wholly repressed, came from its hoavily-
curtunined recesses; for the occasion of the
evaning had been the reception and enter
tainment of various distinguished persons,
und, as hnd been epigeammationlly ex-
pressed by one of the guests, " the history
of the eountry” was' taking its loave in
phrases more or less memorable and chnr-
scteristio. Some of thewe vulodictory axi-
om# were clever, some witty, s few profound,
but alwaya left as a gentsal contribution to
the entertaiver. Some Lad beon alrendy
prepared, and, like a card, had served and
identified the guest ut other manaiond,

The lust guest departed, the lnst carriage
rolled away, when the servant ventured to
indicate the existence of the disputch to
his master, who was standing on the hearth-
rog in nu attitude of weariad selfrighteous-
ness,  He took it, opened it, read it, re-rend
it, and said

“There must be somo mistake!
for me; call the boy, Waters.”

Waters, who was perfectly aware that the
boy had left, nevertheless obedisntly walled
toward the hall-door, but was recalled by
his master.

' No matter—at prosent!"

“It's nothing serioun?" asked Mra. Right-
body, with langaid wifely convern.

"No, mothing. Is there » light in my
atudy 7"

“Yes. But before you go—can you give
we & moment or two?"

Mr. Rightbody turned a little impationtly
toward bis wife, She had thrown hersell
languidly, on the sofu, her hair was slightly
divarranged, and part of a slippered foot
was visible, o

" Mrx. Marvin told me to-night that her
won winde no secrei of hia serious attach.
ment for our Alice, and that if T was sntis-
fied, Mr. Marvin wonld be glad to confer
with you it once,”

The information did not seem to absorh
Mr. Righthody's wandering attention, but
rather increased Lis impationce. He aaid,
hautily, that he would speak of thst to-
RmOrrow,

Mr. Rightbody sgain maved impatiently
toward the door, Mrs, Rightbody eyed him
curiously,

"You will uol write, I hope? Dr. Kep-
pler told ms to-vight ihat your corabral wym-
toms interdicted amy prolonged wental
strain,”

“1 must consult u fow papers,” responded
Mr. Righthody, curtly, as he enlernd his
library.

It was » riohly furnished spurtment, mor-
bidly savere in ite decorations, which wore
symptomatic of & gloomy dyspepsia of urt,
then quite prevalent, A few ciirios, very
ugly but providentislly équally rare, were
scattered about; there were various bronses,
murbles wnd custs, sll requiring explanation
nnd so fulfilling thelr purpose of promicting
convarsution and exhibiting the erodition
of their owner, *

Mr. Rightbody turned up the gas, and,
from w enbinet of druwers, procisely labeled,
drew u package of letters. Theto be onre-
fully exnmined,  All were discolored and
mnde dignified by age; but sowe, in their
eriginal frewhness, must buve sppenred tri-
fing and Inconsistent with any cor Feajionds
ent of Mr. Rightbody,  Nevertieless that
gentleman spent some moments in carefully
peruuing them, becasionsily referring to tho
telegram in Llshand. Suddenly there was &
knock at the door.  Mr, Rightbody started,
mnde = hallunconacious movemant to re-
tarn the lotters to the drawer, turucd the
telegrem face downward, and theo, some-
what bamshly, stammered :

"Eh? Who's there? Cowmp inl"

"1 heg your pardon, papn said u very
prowy givl, entering without, however, the
slightest trace of mpology or vare in her
wanner, und taking a chair with the self
possesaion and Mmiliarisy of an Aabitwe of
tho room ; “but 1 knew it was not your
St wrlte Iate, vo J mipposed You wery
not bary. Lam on my wey to bed "

Hhe wax 90 vory preiry, and withal so ut:
terly unconneious of it! oy perhaps so con-

aciously suparior 1 it, that one wan pro.

It is not

‘h To Mr, AdamaRi
% Jnahua 8ilibes

priony whims and
right."

AT o be mar-
in i2 in every way

quite forgotten your "p
faucies, You seo ws

“Oh, 1 dore say, pe
riud ot all, that M,
miltably.”

Mr. Righthody lookefl at Lis dwngbier
narrowly; “Chere wrs not the shghtest im-
pationea nor bitternesa In her wanner; it
wan 4 woll reguluted an the sentiment she
exprossed.

" Mr. Marvin is ~—' h began,

"1 know what Me. Marvin i, interrupls
od Mins Alice; "and he has promised me
thit L ahall bu allowed to go oo with wy
studies the pamo as before. 1 ehall be gead-
uated with my class, aud if I prefer to prac-
tice my profession, 1 ean 1o 50 in two years
afler our morringe,"

o “Intwo years?" guarmd M+ Rightbody
curipusly. °

“Yes, You see, in case wo should have
o child, that would give me time enough to
wean it,"

Mr. Righthody looked at this flesh of Lis
flosh, pretiy and palpable fleal as it wiss;
but being confronted as equally with the
brain of it brain, all he could do was to
say, maekly:

* Yes, certainly.
that w-morrow,"

Miss Alice rose. Something in tho fres,
unfettered ewing of ber Arma, as she rested
them lightly, after a balf yawn, on her cury-
ing bips, suggested his next speech, although
still distrait aud impatient,

“You contioue your exercise with the
health-lifk yet, I see,”

“Yen, papn, but Ihad to give up the fan.
nels. I don't see how mamma coald wear
them. But my dresses ure high-necked,
and by bathing 1 toughen my skin. See"”
she added, as, with u child-like unconscious-
ness, she unfaatened two ov three buttons of
her gown nad exposed the white surface of
her throat and neck to her futher, “ 1 can
defy a chill”

Mr, Rightbody, with something akin to
genuine happy. puternal laogh, leaved for
wird and kinsed her forehead.

"IUH getting late, Ally," be said, parent-
ally, bt not dictatorislly. * Go to bed.”

"1 thok & nap of thres hours this after-
noon,” said Miss Alico, with o dazzling
amile, “to anticipate (hip fitigue, Good-
nighy, papa. To-maorrow, theb.”

“TPemorrow,” repeated Mr. Rightbody,
with bis eyes shill fixed nponthe girl, Fague:
ly. "Good-night."

Miss Alica tripped from the-foot, possi-
by s trifle the more light-bourtedly that sha
had parted from hee inther inove of his
rare momonts of illogical humun weakness,

When .she had left, My, Rightbody fell
again to the examination of his old letiers.
This was'quite sbsorviog; so much so thm
he did not votice the lotsteps of Mes, Right-
body on the staircase as sho possed 1o her
chamber, nor that she lad panéed o the
landing to Touk throueh the glass haldoor
un her husband, as be zat there with the let
ters bealde ‘hini and the telegiam opened
before him: Had she waited & momeut li-
ter, ahe would hinve secn hiba rise nod walk
to the sofn witk o disterbed 8l and o alight
confusion, so that on rosching it ho weemed
to hesitate to lie down, nlthough pale wnd
evidently faint. Haud she still waited, she
would have seen him riso agsin with su ag-
onized effort, stegger (o the table, fumbling
ly refold and replace the papers in the cab-
inet, and lock it;"wod, althongh wow but
Lalf conacions, hold the telegram over the
gasflame Gl it was consumed, For had
slie waited until this moment, she would
have fown uihesiatingly o his aid, as, thiy
act compleed, be staggered again, renched
hix hand toward the bell, but vainly, and
thon fell prove upon the sofa,

But alni, no pravidentinl nor aceidental
band was raised to save him, and interrupt
the progress of this story.  And when, Lall
an hour later, Mrs. Rightbody, s listle
alarmed and mors indignant at his violation
of the doctor's “rules, appeared upon ihe
threebold, Mr, Rightbody lay upon the sofa,
dend !

With buatle, with thronging feot, with the
I¥fuption of strangers, and s huivying tosod
frd, but, more than all, with an fmpulse and
emotion unkuown 10 the munslon when ity
owner was in lifo, Mes, hig]nbo&: strove to
cnll back the vanishied life; but in vain.
The bighest medieal dotelligence, called
frorn itn bed at thin strange hour, xaw ouly
the demonstration of i thearies, made a
year before. Mr, Righthody was desd,—
withgut doubt—withouut mystery,—oven ns a
correck man should die: logically, wudl lu-
dorsed by the ighest wedion! guihority,

But even in the donfusion, Mrs. Right-
body managed (o speid & messengor to the

offion for & oopy of the dispaich
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hor udllle. while Miss Alu» scorning all
masculine assistanes, wos hurled agninst
the snowy wall of the chasm. Mrs. Right-
budy eerenmed ; Minsg Aliee ragod under hor
breath, but sermmbled to her fort agnin in
stlence,

“1 told you ea," sald Mre. Righthody,
when her daoghter had regained the sadidle

Misa Allee shrogged her prety shoulders
seornfully,

“"You were partiovlarty warned against
going in the Valley st this season,” she only
raplied, grinily.

Mrs. Rightbody raided her eyes impationt-
ly.

“ You know how anxioua I was to discover
your poor father's strango correspondent,
Alien; you have no cousideration.”

" But when yon Aate discovered him—
what then?' queriod Miss Alice,

“What then ¥

“Yea. My belief ia that you will find the
telegram only o mere business cyphor. And
all this quest mere nonsense,”

“ Alice ! why you yoursell thought your
father's conduct that night yvery strangs.
Have you forgotten T

The young ludy bad not, bat for some far
renching feminine reason chose to ignore it
at that moment, when hor late tumble in the
snow was still fresh in her mind.

* And this woman—whoever ahe may be
" gontinued Mra. Righthody.

“How do you know there's a woman in
thecase 7" interrupted Mis Alice, wickedly,
I foar.

* How do—I—know—there's & woman 7"
slowly sjaculuted Mrs, Rightbody, doander-
ing in the spow and the uoexpected possis
bility ofsuch a ridiculous question, But hiere
her guide flow to her assistance, aud estopped
further speech.  And, indeed, n grave prob-
lemn was befors them,

The road that led to their single place of
refuge—n cabin, half hotel, hall trading-
post, searce o mile hway—skirted the base
of the rocky dome, and passed perilously
nenr the precipitous wall of the valley.
There was & rapid deacent of a hundred
yards or more to this (errace-like passage,
aod the guides paused for n monent of con-
sulintion, coolly oblivious alike to the ter-
rifivd questioniog of Mre. Rightbody or the
haltinsolent independence of the daughter
The elder guide was russet-bearded, stout,
and hmn-;ruua: the younger was durk heard-
ed, ali JI antd gerious

1 f you kin git young Banker Hill to let
you tote her on your uhml!f.r , Il git the
Madam to lang on to we,” enme to Mis,
Rightbody's horrified ears as the expression
of ber particular companion.

* Feeeze to the old gal, and don't reckon
on me if the daughter starts io to play it
alone,” wus the enigmatical responge of the
younger guide.

Missn Alice overheard both propositions,
and before the two men returned to their
side, that high:spirited young lady bad urged
down the declivity.
this moment o gust of whirling
snow swept down upon her.  There was »
flounder. o mistep, n fatal strain on the
wrong rein, n mll s fow plucky bat nnavail-
ing struggloes, and both hovse and rider shid
igufminiously down toward the rocky shelf,
Mre. Rightbody sereamed. Miss Alice, from
o confused debriz of snow uud ive, uplifted
s vexed and coloring face to the younge:
guido,~a little the more angrily, porhaps,
that ahe eaw o shade of fmpatience vn his
face,

" Don't uiove, but tie one end of the *lass'
under your srms, and throw me the other,”
he said guietly,

" What do you menn by ‘lass’'—the lasso 7
muked Miss Allce, disgustedly

“Yes ma'am."”

“Then why don't you suy so 7"

“Oh, Allge” reprosehifully interpolated
Mra. Rightbody, sucivcled by tha elder
guide's stulwart armn.

Miss Alioe deigned no reply, but drew the
lw‘i of the lnsso aver hev Ihuii:l:i:ln. uil\l ot
itdrop to her ound waist. Theu she esanyed
to throw the othor end to her gnide. Diswnl
fullure! The first Hing nearly knocked he
off the ledge, the second went o]l wild ngninst
the rocky wall, the third caught in a thorn
bush, twenty feer below her companion,
Mius Alice's arm sunk helplessly (o berside,
ut which signal of vogualifiod surrender the
younger guide threw himsell hulf way down
the slope, worked bis way to the thorn-bush,
I.lung for m momeat perilonsly over the par
apet’ securnd the lusso, and then began to
pull away st bis lovely burden.  Miss Alice
wiy po diend weight, howevor, but steadily
binll-serambled on hor hands and kuoes 1o
within o fuot or two of hor rescuer, At thin
too familiae proximity, she stood up, sud
leanad a little stifily agninst the line, caus
ing the guide to give an extea pull, which
had the lamentable effect of landing hor nl-
mosf (n his wrus,

“1 wight haye kuown s girl couldn'y throw
worth & cent,” he suid, half-sulkily, hatfapol-
ogetienlly,

“Why," demanded Miss Alive, shargly.

" Brunuse — why ~~ becanino-—you see—
thoy Maven's got the experiviee” ha stam.
mured, feably.

Bba turied the blaze of her durk eyos full

hor hiorse

Alns, ot

,'M
u-.inﬁudl Adrim learn '.

v | any aboyean' -
- 1&- had goue foeward to patoh

vhhb. rulieved of his ri-

. | anoe, loft Ler alone with

smoothly worn roe k I:mwu!ln .ml rlm con-
fommad 10 an inward thankfulness whep her
uneeriain hand-geip wos exchninged for bis
strong arm around ber wuist.

A firce seramble fnally bronght them
I baok in safoty to the trnil; bat in the aotion,
Miss Aliee's shoulder, siriking a projecting
bowlder, weang from her a feminine ory of
puin, her firstgign of womnanly weaknessa.
The guide stopped instantly.

T am afraid I burt yon,"”

She raised her brown Inshes, s trifle moist
from suffering, looked in his eyos. and drop-
ped ber own. Why, she could not telt
And yet he lind cortainly n kind face, de-
spite ita sorionaness ; and o fine foce, albeit
nnaborn and wenther-beaton, Bhe alipped
her hand away, not with any reference to
him, but rather to ponder over this singular
experience and somehow felt uncomfortable

therent,
Nor was he less so. It was but a few

days sgo that he had necepted the chnrge
of this young womnn from the elder guide,
who was the recognized escort of the Right-
body party, having been n former corres-
pondent of her fathar's.
like any other guide, but had undertaken
the task with that chivalrous enthusingm

teuds to the sex ko rare o him.  Bot the
illusion knd passed, and the had droppod
iato & sulky practical sense of his situation.

He strode woodily shead, dutifully hreak-
ing the path for her in the direction of the
distant canon, where Mrs. Rightbody and
her friend nwaited them. Miss Alice was
first to spenk. In this trackless, uncharted
terra incognita of the passions, it isalways
the woman who steps out to lead the way.

“You know this place very woll. I sup-
pose you have lived here long 7"

“Yea"

“You were not born here—no?"

A long pause.

“1 obmerve they call yon ‘ Stanislnus Joe.'
Of eourse that is not your real name?"

“No."

Mizs Alice (trotting afier him, and bawl
What nawe did you say?'

The man (doggedly): "I don't kuow."

Nevertheleas, reached the
cabin, after a halfhour's butfeting with the
storm, Miss Alice applied herself to her
mothor's eacort, Mr, Ryder.

“What's the nume of the man who takes

ingin bis oor):

when they

eare of my borsde

" Stanislaus Joe,"

“No; sometimes
Imun.”

“Tg thot all 7"

Miss Alice (satirically): "I suppose it's
the oustors here to send young Indies out
with gentlemen who hide their names under
an alfas 1"

Mr. Ryder (greatly perplexed): *Why,
dear mo, Miss Alice, you allers "peared to
me ns & gal as was able to take keer-

Mins Alice (interrupting with o wounded,
dovelike timidity): " Oh, wsever mind,
pleasel”

The eabin offered but zeanty
dution (o the tourists, which fast,
dignantly presented by Mrs
explained by the good humored Ryder I':-um
the circumstance that the Cusunl Hotel was
only w slight aflair of boards, cloth, and
paper, put up during the senson and partly
dismantled in the full. "It couldn't be
kept warmlenough then, ' he added, Never-
Ilaclua, Misgs Alice noticed that Loth Mr,
Ryder und Stanislons Joe retived there with
their pipes, after huving prepared the Jadies
supper with the assistance of an Indian
womat, who apparently emerged from the
and dis

responded Ryder.
he's called Joo Stanis

netomnia-

=
Wwatih s

eurth ot the coming of the party,
appenred ns mysterionsly.

Two or three matgy, halfonten buffalo-
rabes, n bowrskin, some supicionsdooking
Llunkets, rifles nnd saddles, denl tablos and
barrels, mude up the seaut inventory of the
cabin, A strip of faded ealico hung before
a recess noar the chimney, but so hlnck-
sued by amoke and age, that even feminine
curiosity respected its socrel. Mre. Right
body was in high dpirity, and informed hor
daughter that the wan at lnst oo the teuck
of her husband's unkuown eorrespondent.

! Seventy-Four,' and 'Beventy-Five,’
rapresont two metnbors of the Vigilanee
Committee, wy dear,”and Me, Ryder will
assist me to Bad them."

“Mr, Kyder!" gjaculated Misa Alice, in
poornful aatouighment

“ Alice,” said Men. Rightbody, with a sus:
picious assumption of sudden defenie, “ you
injure yourself~you fujure me by this ex-
clugive antitude, Mre, Ryder i o friond of
your father's, sn exceedingly well-informe
gontleman. 1 have not, of course, imparted
to him the extent of my suapleions.  But
he ean halp mo to what 1 muat and will
know."

Miss Alice wan suddenly attentive. When
shie spoke again, she niked

""Why do you not find somothing about
this Silsbee—who dicd—or was hanged—or
something of that kind?"

" Ohild,” enld Mes, Rightbody, "' don't you
age, thers wis o Bilshee, or if there wan, he
was slmply the confidantof that—woman!”

A knack at the door, swuonneing the
prodence of My, Ryder and Stanislans. Joo
with the hopses, choukod M. Rightbody's

Axthe avismals wore balog packed.

Mre. Righthody fur o momant. withdesw in

wonfidential convorsation with Mr. Hydor,

L and, to the young lady's suill m:;'noy-
% biopa the hotel offers beiter
hm Ihl t,& i’ wﬂ‘ﬂ

“" ‘Ill'i F»l\‘(:l'l hil'i‘!fl | F\:np,

1

Rightbody, was |

heraolf (o funl aliftle
townrd Lo dooe.

" One moment, Miw!"

The young gitl hesitted. The MII*
tone was wurly, aud yet iniicated a oortain -
kind of haif-puthetio gilevunoo.  Her ewrls
onity got the better of Liee prodence, sad
she turnwed Laek,

“ Thin moening" he hegan Tinntily, “whon
wa wire coming down the valley, you pieked
wme up wies”

“1 picked yout up?” repented the acions

inhed Alice. _
" Yea—contradicted mo, that's what I
monn.  Once when you said those rocks

were voleanic; onoe when you weid the oy

¥

& i b

tlower yuu picked wan s poppy, I dida's
let oo at the tiwe, for it wasn't my say ; Bot

all the while you were talking | might hste

i"

laid for you—

“T don't understand  you,” said Aliew
hanghtily.

“1 might have entrapped you before
fulks, But T only want you to know that
Lm right and here nie the books to show it

He drow aside the dingy calico curtain,
revealed a small shell of bulky hooks, took
down two large volumes,—~one of botany,
one of gealogy,~norvously songht his text,
and put them in Alice's outsiretchied hande

"1 had no intention " rho Legan,
half proudly, hall embarrassedly.

" Am I right, miza?" he interraptod.

"1 presume yob are, if you say so"

"“That's all, ma'am !  Thank you, "

Before the girl hiad time to reply be was®
When he ngain returned, it was with
her horss, and Mra. Rightbody and Ryder
| were nwniting her, Dut Miss Alice noticed

whiclk the average Californion always ex- II thnt his own horse was missing.

" Are you not going with us 7" she asked.

“"No, ma'sm."

" Oh, indeed 1"

Miss Alice fult her speoch was a fecble
conventionalism, but ia was all she could
sny. She, however, did something. Hith-
erto it had been her habit systemntically to
reject his assistance in monnting to her
seat. Now she awaited him. As he ap-
proachod, she smiled and pat out her little
foot. He instantly stooped; she placed it
in his band, vose with n spring, und for

| one supreme momant Stanislaux Joe held

her unresistingly in his arms. The next
moment she was in the saddle, but in that
briof intorval of sixty seconds she had ut
tered a volume in a single sentence

“1 hope you will forgive me.”

He muttored a reply, nod turned his face
aside quickly as if to hide it.

Miss Alice cantered lorward with a smile,
but pulled her liat down over her eyes aa
she joined her mother, She was blushing

PART 1L
Mr, Ryder was as good as his word. A
tday or two later, he entered Mrs, Right-

body'w purlor at the Chrysopolis Hotel in o8

Stockton with the information that he ha
seen the raysterious senders of the dispatel; ;
and that they were now in the affice of the
hotel waiting her pleasure,

“You will fiud them square men, even if
they are a little rough, mu'wms butif you'd
like me to be present, I'll stop; though I
reckon if ye'd calkilated on that, you'd
have bad me (o take care o' your Lusiness
by proxy, and wol vomie yourself threo
thousund mile to do "

Mrs. Righthods Lelieved it botter to see
them alone,

AN right, ma'sm I hang round ont
hrrl aud ef ye should |m|r|u 1 10 hev a tick:
Hn' in your throut and o bad spell o' cangh-
in', 'l drop o, eareleas like, tn !l!‘e il you.
don’t want them drope  Sube?

And with an exceedingly arch wink, and
o slight familiar tap on Mre, lligi:lbm]!’l
shoulder which might have caused tho late
Mr, Rightbody to burst his sepulchor, he
withdraw .!

A timid, hesitating tap an the dog
followed 1.\ the entrance of two won, both
of whom, In geversl size, strength, aod un.
ludicrously inconsistent
They

counthness, we

with their diftident announcement

| proceeded in Indinn file to the center of the

! Righbody, and drawing
: her, xat down side by

room, fuced Mrs
twa chalrs opposile te
widu

“1 presume | have the ploassure of wd:
dressng—"begun Mra. Rightbedy,

Tho man directly opposite Mrs. Right-
body turned to the otber inquiringly.

The other wan nodded hia hond, and re
plied

Beventy Four,”

“Bavenly Five."
other,

Mra. Rightbody paused, s Hele"confased.

“Phave sent for you," she began again,
“to learn gowmething more of the vircwms
stances under which you gentlemon seat a
dispated to oy late husbaad.”

“The cirenmatances,” roplied Seventy-
Four, guistly, withe side glance at his com-
pavlon, " paoned out about in (his yer siyle,
Wo bung o won nnined Josh Silshee down
ot Dendwond for hosssienlin’. When I say
we, | apeak for Seventy:-Five, yor, ns is pros:
ont, us well ns representin’, so to apeak,
peventy-two other gents as is seattered.  We

promptly] followsd the

hung Josh Silybee onlsquar’, pretty squar’,
Aforo he was strumg up, Bovens,

evidence.
ty-Five, yor, axed him; aceondin’ 1o evutom,

of ther' was enny thing he bed to .ll’ &4

enny request that be allowed to make o
He wris to Seveuy-Five, yer, nund—"

Werg he passed soddenly, looking st his

companion,
“He wes, xon b, beggan &mﬂrﬁ\\_

tnking bp the parralive, "ha sox  Kind

write & leiter " ios Lo, See 1, .’hﬂm

ole man; ye umudﬂ’ Hax be, 'Kin

Isend o disps el by v

‘Heave ohoud,’ He In-ﬂhwﬂl

ikl words—'8and 0 A i

Baston. . Tell him 10

compaok with mu-w




