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CHAPTER 1,
A Hundred Thousand Years.

L, the son of Nu, his mighty
muscles  relling  beneath  his
swovth, bropzed =kin, moved

- silently  through the Jungle
priweval,

His handsome hend, with its shock
of black halr, roughly cropped between
sharpened stones, was high beld, the
dellcate nostrils gquestioning each va
grant breeze for word of Oo, hunter
of men.

Now his trained senses cateh the
familinr odor of Ta, the great woolly
thipoceros, directly In his path, but
Nu, the gon of Nu, does not huot ‘T'a
this day. Does not the hide of Ta's
Wrotbher already bang before the en-
trance to Nu's cave?

No; today Nu hunts the gigantic
eat, the ferce, suber toothed tiger, Ou,
for Nut-ul, wondrous duunghter of oid
Thu, will wunte with nope but the
mighticst of hunters

Ouly su recently as the last dark
mess, us, bencath the grent, egquatorio
moon, the two lad walked bamd In
Band beshide the reostlees gen, she hnd
mude It guite pladn to N, the
Ru, thut not even he. son of
of cllers, conld eludus ber unh
Bung ot the thong of Lils loiy
fanzs ol G

saneul” =he hnd
es her an to he
men N
her il
mide during
must walk with it."
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“Among the young wen of the tril
there o S@retiler  linnter  oFf e
mightier fehivr Nu, the s
Nu.  SHonbl you, luat nelisd,
0o hefore o crown basrdd  Diais
Qurkened your |
groeater fn ol the workl than Nat-ui’s
mate, Nu. the son of Xu"

The young min wis <t sensible to
the sound of her soft volee and the
enress of her gentle tonch upon his
brove. Even as these things had sent
him speetding forth into the Junghe fn
pearch of Oo while the day was still
g0 yvoung that the night prowiing
beasts were yet abrosd, so they urged
him forward decper aml deeper nto
the dork and trackless mages of the
Runig lind Forest

Ax e forged o the siept of Tn e
eam until ot Inst the bhuge
ungainly fonmed hwfore
Nu's vyes

He wis staniling o oo litthe olenting
in devp andd
be uot bween head on toward No ba
would uot have seen bim oVl
his bearinge fur too dull to appre
beml the nolseless of the
man moving Hahuy ap wingd

As il tiny. hleodshot eyes of the
primondin) benst discoversd  the min
e zreat basnl ot down nmd Ta,
patured and bedtoose peogenitor of the
equally il wotured and bwellieose rhin
orerax of the twentleth century, chinrg
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ed the Hithe iant whoe hnd disturised
hls sntesdiinvinn meditatlon

The crenture's great balk and awk
wurd upeouth lines Deliod Wis spueed,

for Lie tove exclonleally down upon Nu
and Lod ot the benin aod muscle of
the troglodyte been Gtted by heritoge

und tradning 1o the snevossful oot
Ing of sueh emesgenolos there woulil
be no tale to tel! lay of Nu, the son
of Nu

But the young man was  prepured,

and, turpiog, be i s
of a hare townrd e o

aresl tree

buge, arboteal fern, towering apon the
Veree of the Hithe cleario

Like u ent, the mum vtun up thee per
pendicilur bole, s honds  wnd  Fesst
Bectning barely to touch the project

Ing kuobs warking the remnins of for
mwer fronds wihie b converted the tower
g stew stiirway for
such as he

Abaout Nu's peck  Lis L g
Bpenr hung by s rowhide thoug
down bils baok, while stone Batebet aad
stone kuife dongled frowm lils gee string,
Eiving him free use of his hands for
elimblug. You or I, baving once guln-
ed the secwing safety of the lowest
fronds of the great tree, ffty feet
above the ground, might have heaved a
sigh of rellef that we had thus
ewcaped the hideous wonster be-

But not so Nu, who was wise

inly B vusy

slone

ik

to the ways of the creatures of his re
mote nge

a8 he neared the lowest branch, nor did
bhe even waste o precious second In a

need ndeed? D] be not Know  pre-
elsely what I'n would do?

broad leaf. and. thatgh the chances he

Nu oven to besitate ws e ran Hghtly

stant toward the hole of 0 nenrby jone
gle glant
Nor wns he an fnstant too soon, The

goarcely whipped up from bepeuth his
welghit when Ta, with all the force and
momentim of a ronaway
struck the base of the tree head on

Thiee Jiur of that terrifie colllsion shook
the eartl,  There was the sound of the
splintering of wood, gl the mighty
tree toppled to the ground with a deaf
ening crasxh.

Nu from an sdjoining tree looked
down amd grinned,
ing Tu that day. nnd so he sprang frowm

the clenring and then, coming to the
surface once more, continned his way
toward the distant lava cliffs, where

sinoous way ogly little eyes peered
beetling brows aml grent fighting tusks
were ldired as the huiry onea growled
und threntened from above., But Nu
paid not the slghtest attention to the
hoge, foroclous creatores that mense-
e L upon every hand

From varllest ohildhood he had been
pecnstored the  jnhberings and
siolilings= of the apwe i =a hee
went his way in pesgos
they vould offer

i
pastapsles
kuesw that I he

Like a Cat, the Man Ran Up the Per-
pendicular Bole.

lim wo barm,  Oue of lessor exper]

cuee might bnve attempted to drive
e away with mepacing speir o
well  shmed  hatebet  apd  thus  have

drawn upon him o hall dosen or 1wore
Teracions balls, sgainst which no single
wirvlor, however doughty, might have

Ly Pl s ifbniess !
I (SR TE] )

Hyved Jong enough to connt his antag-
hilsts

Threatenlng and vnfriepdly ax the

fipes  seemsl, the cave man  really

| wrinning

Ll

looked upon them ps Criends wood aliies, |

slnee between them and his own peo-

Jrle there existed o species of friendly
alllnpee, due, o donbit, to the slmilarl-
ity of thele foma aud stroctore.

In thut long gone age when the

world wus young and Its hroad bosom
with countless thousands of
beiists nud  roptiles apd
other wyrlads Llgokened the bosoms of
its Indand seas and Glled s
malst  ale with  the of  their
midebity batlike wings woan's battle for
wipvivul stretched from sun o sun—
there was no resgite

His somiorboresl hubits tovk  bim
often o the domplus of the great and
losser apes, amd from this contact had
rhien what might best be tevmed an
nrmed tuce, for they alone of all the
other Inhabitupts of the ecarth had
spoken lungunges, both menger, It is
true, yet sufficlent to their primitive
wunts, und us both languages had been
born of the same needs to deal with
identlenl conditions there were many
words and phrases jdentical to both.

Thus the troglodyte and the primor.
diul ape could couverse when uecessity

COrivorMs

fhutier

Lenrth thon the cave mun, knowing thit

| bled to his hideous shrieks,
warw, !

| torror, slinking further into the depths

Clng affeighited glances rearward (o the

Not one whit did he abate his speed

downward glunce at his epemny. What |

Instead, he swing. monkey-Hke, 10 8 | ground, but Nu was in no way desir

took woukl have puled the face of &' L0 b from
bruve mun today. they did not cause o0 o0 eoon b

frond from which be had sprung had |

locomotive. |

r wihs 0
apd swiftly along the bending, ““‘ﬂ.‘“l He w not afradd that the saber

Ing fromid. leaping just at the right ll.lj

demanded, and as Nu tm thelr
| country he understood thelr grumbling
and chottering merely nr warnings to
bl agninst the performance of any
avert act.  Had danger lnrked o his
path the hulry ones would hnve warn-
ed bim of thut, too, for of such was
their setviee to mun. who, In return,
hutntesd the more reimorseless of thelr
encmles, driving them from the land
o1 the wnthropoids,

Ou nud on went Nu, oceastonally
questioning the hunlry ones e epcoun-
tered for wond of Uo, upd always the
repiles contirmed him in bis bellef that
be shonld come upon the man eater
before the sun crawled Iuto s dark
eave for the nlght,

And so he did.

He had pussed out of the heavier
vegetntion apd was ascending a gentle
rise thuat termivated in low voleanie
cliffs when there came down upon the
breege to Lis alert nostrils the strong
scent of Oo. There was little or no
cover pow, other than the rank jungle
grass that overgrew the slope and aun
ocenslonal lofty fern, rearing its tuft-
ed pinbucle n bundred feet above the

ous of cover. Cover that would pro-

the view of Oo would

Blowly and
ward and backwand with one huge
paw  unthl the torturing spear was
within his grasp,

Meanwhile the man screamed thunts
and Insnits Into the face of his enemy,
at the same time forcing the spear far-
ther and farther Into the vitnis of the
tiger, for he knew that once that paw
encireled the spear's haft his chances
for survival would be of the slenderest.

He had seen that Oo war wenkenlng
from loss of blosd, but there were
many fighting minutes left In the big
carcass unless a happy twist of the
spear sent lts point through the wall
of the great heart.

But at length the beast succesded,

The pnw closed upon the spear. The
tough wood hent henenth the welght of
those steel thews, then snapped short
A foot from the tiger's body. At the
same Instant Oo reared and threw him-
welf upon the youth, who had snatched
his =tone hunting knife from between
hiz teeth and crouched, ready for the
fmpact,

Down they went. the man entirely
buried beneath the great body of his
antagonist. Again and agaix the crude
Enife was burled in the snowy breast
of the tiger even while Nu fell beneath
the screaming, tearing {ncarnntion of

toothed tiger would rou away from
im—that was not Oo's way, but ln-j
did not wish te come unexpectedly
upon the animul in the thick grass. |

He had spprosched to within o hunp-
@ed yards of the ¢liffs pow, and the
scent of U0 bad become as a stench |
in the sensitive nestrils of the cave |
man.  Just ahead bhe could see rlwl
openlngs to several caves in the face
of the rocky barrler, and in one of |
these e koew muost le the lodr of Lils

" quarry. |

He was not hunt- |

tree to tree until he had passed arouwml |

Fifty yards from the il the grasses |
ceased except for senttered tofts that
had found foothold among the broken
rocks that strewed the grouwd, aond as
Nu ewerged futo this clear <pace he
breathed a sigh of rellef, for during |

| the past fifty yards a considernble por- |

Oo, the man bupter, made his |rrh|||

luir.
From among the tangled creepers
through which the man wormed his |

down upon him from beneath shaggy. '

tlon of the wuy bl been through o
witted Jungle that rose above his |
head. To have met Ouo there would |
have meant nlmost certoin death, |

Now, us he bent bis eyes toward the
nearby cave mouths he discoversd |
otue before which was strewn such an
array of gigantie bopes thint he pesd-
ed no other evidence as to the identity |
of It occupaint,  Here iodeed  labred
no lesser creature thun the awesowe |
Oo, the glgautie, saber tosthed tiger of

antiguity,
Even as Nu lovked there came a low
and  omipous growl from the dark

mouth of the foul cavern, and then in
the bluckness bevopd the entrance Nu
saw two (lnming blotches of yollow
glaring ont upon him

A mowent later the mixhty beast it

self  souptercd  mojestically  into the
s light There It stood, lashing its
long tall from side to side, glaring

with unblinking eyes stralght at the
rmsh man thing who daredl veoture
thus penr Its olewlie of death,

The e bowdy, Tully a8 Dirge as that

of o full grown bull, was beautifally
marksl with binck stripes upon =
vivid wellow ground, while the helly

wid Dreast were of the purest whire

As No advauced the great npper Tl
curledl bonek, revenling In oll their ter-
rible ferocity the elghteen ineh corved
fangs that armesd elther side of the up-
per Jaw, and from the envernous throat
citue o fenrsome seream of rage that |
brought frightened sllende ppon  the
Jungle for miles round

The hunter lovsened the stone knife |
at his waist ond reansforred it to his
month, where he held it firmly, ready
for Instant use, between his strong.
white teeth.  In bis left hand he car- |
rled hix stone tipped spear and In his |
right the heavy stone hatchet that was &
s0 effective boih at o distonee and nt ‘
close rmnge ‘

Do was ereeplng upon him now. The
Jaws dripped saliva,  The
vellow green eves gleamed bloodthirst-
Iy, Conld it be possible that this |
fragile pygmy dreamed of meeting in
hand to hand combat the terror of o
worlil, the seonrge of the jongle, the
hunter of men and of mommoths ¥

“For Nat-ul.,” murmurad Nu, for Oo
wiis nbout to spring,

As the mighty hortling mnss of booe
and  musele, claws nnd fangs shot ‘
through the nir the man swung his
tiny stone hatebet with all the power
Lehind his glant muscles, timing its
release so pleely thet It conght Oo o
squurely  between  the eyes
with the terrific foree of o powder
Bl prodeet] e

Then Nu, catlike as Oo himself, leap.
el agilely o one silde as the huge
btk of the beast dashed, sprawling, to
the grovnd ot the spot where the man |
hail stoanl. |

Boaree  had  the beast  strock  the

hin puny weapon conld at bost but o
mentarily stun the monster. drove his
heuvy spoar deep lnto the glossy side
Just behind the giant shoukder,

Already Oo regnined his feet, roar
Ing and sereaming in pain and rage. |
The nir vibrated and the earth trem- |
|
For miles aronod the savage denl- '
sens of the snvige jungle bristled in

of thelr dunk nod gloomy haunts, cust-

direction of that awesome sounil

With goping jows nnd  widesprend
tilows the tiger lunged townrd Its rash
tormentor, who stood greipplng the hart
of s primitive weapon. As the beast
turned the spear turned also, and Nuo
was whipped about as a leaf at the
extremity of o gale tossed branch,

Striking apd cavorting futllely, the
colossal feline lenped hither and thith-
er in prodiglons bounds as be strove

the taunting fgure that re-
Just beyond the sone of those
talons. But presently Oe

i
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| Bwollen sun.

| beasts  and

At the instant it struck the man as
strange that not once had the snap-
ping Jaws or frightful talons tonched
him, and then he was crushed to sarth
beneath the dend welght of Qo

The beast guve one last,
strugele and was still, i

With difficulty Nu wriggled from be-
neath the carcass of his kill. At tho|
Inst moment the tiger itself had forced
the spear's point into it own heart '
as it bent and broke the haft.

The man leaped to his feet and cut
the grent throat. |

Then ns the blood flowed he danced '
about the dend bhody of his vanquished '
foe, brandishing his knife and recov- |
ered batchet and emitting now shrill
shrieks In mimicry of Oo and now
deep toned ronrs—the call of the vie-
lorions cave man,

From the surroundivg cliffs and jun-
gle came answering challenges from a |
hundred suvage throats—the rumbling |
thunder of the cave bear's growl, thc[
roar of Zor, the lion; the wail of the |
hyens, the trumpeting of the mam- |
maoth, the deep toned bellowing of Hm!
bull bos, aml from distant swamp and |
sen cawe the hissing and whistling or |
saurinn and amphibinn, |

His vlctory dance completed, Nu
busied bimself io the removal of the |
broken spear from the eareass of his
kill. At the sume tme he removed
severil strong tendons from (o's fore
arm, with which e ronghly splicesd the
broken hnft, for thete was bever an in
staut In the danger fraoglit existence
of his kind when It wus well to be
without the of @ stone tipped
speal.

This precaution taken, be busied bim-
self with the tusk of cutting off Oo's
leud, thot e might bear It in trinwph
to the vave of his love. With stone
hatcher amd knire e backed and hew
ed for the better part of o half bhour
until ng lust lie ralsed the dripping wro-
phy wbove bis bead, leaping high
u air, he onee  more  the
Blonting challenge of the victor, that
all the workd might koow that there
Wis no gredter bhunter than Nu, the
sun of Nu.

Even as the Just pote of his therce
cry rolled through the beavy, humid,
superheated alr of the Neovcens there
cue n sudden hush upon the face of |
the world.

A strange

sy lee

HEN

sereatisl

dutkness obscured the ‘
The ground trembled and
shook, Deep romblings muttered up- |
ward from the bowels of the young
eurth, nud nnswering genmblings thou- |
dered down from the firnsisent above. "
The startled trogludyte looked quick-
1y o every direction, searching for the
great beast who could thus enuse the |
whule lond to tremble and ery oug in @
fear and the heavens above to moan
and the sun to hide himself in terror, |
In every direction he saw frightened
bivds and Oying reptiles
seurrying in panle stricken terror in
senreh of hiding places, aml, moved by
the same primoitive instinet, the young
ginnt grabbed up bls weapon and his
trophy and rap Hke an gutelope for the [
sheltering derkuess of the cave of Oo,
Scarcely hod he reached the fancled
safety of the interior when the earth’s
ernst erumpled and rocked, There was
o slekening sepsation of sudden sink- |
ing, and amid the swiul roar and thun- |
der of rending rock the cave mouth
closed, und In the hupenetrable dark-
ness of bis liviug tomb Nu, the son of |
Nu—Nu of the Neocene—lost consclous- |
TSN, \
That wis 0 hondred thousand years
ago. |

CHAPTER I, ]
Today. |

O have looked at her merely |
you would pever have thounght
Victoria Custer of Beatrlce.

Neb, at ull the sort of girl sho
renlly was.  Her lorge. drsiiny  eyes
and the gracerul lites of her slendor
flgure guve one an bupression of that
timldity which we have grown to take
for gtanted as an iubierent charneter
isthe of the truly womanly woman.

Yot 1 dare say there were only two
things ou God's green earth that Vie
torin Custer fenred, or beneath it or
above it for that matter—mdee wnd
varthguitkes,

She readily admitted the deadly ter
ror which the former nroused within
hew, but of earthgquikes she seldom if
ever woull speak, To her brother
Barney. her chum and confidant, she
hail on one or two occaslons unburden-
ed her soul,

The two were guests now of Lond
and Lady Greystoke upon the
man's vast estate in equatorial "
n the country of the Wazirl, to which

bestinl rage. |

titanic !

! this story, nor
Greystoke, who was onee upon o time
| “Tarzan of the Apes” exeept that
having chanced tw be a guest of his
at the same time ns the Costers makes
, It possible for me to give you a story
_that otherwise might never have been
told.
South of Usirl, the country of the
| Waglrl, Heg a chaln of rugged moun-

here are Hon aml leopard amd
preying, each after his own
upon the sleek. fut herds of

sebra and girmffe. Here, too, are buf-
falo—irritable, savage beasts, more
formidable than the llon himself, Clay-
ton says,

It in indeed a bunter's paradise, and
searce a day passed that did not find &
party absent from the low, rambling
bungrlow of the Greystokes In search
of gnme and adventure, nor seldom
was it that Victorla Custer failed to
be of the party,

Alrendy she had bagged two leop-
ards, in addition to numerous antelope
and aebra, and on foot had faced n
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“Barney, there is something about !
those hills that fills me with terror.”

bull buffule's charge, brioging bim '
down with o perfect shot within ten
paces of where she stomd,

At first she hnd kept ber brother in |
o stte bordering on nervous collapse,
for the risks she took were sach as |
few men would carve to undertike,

Alter he liud discoversd, however,
thut she possessed perfect coolness fn |
the face of danger and thnt the ne- |
curncy of her alm was so almost un- |
canny a8 to wring unstinted pralse
from the oldest hunters nmong them |
he commenced to lean a trifle too far |
in the other direction, so that Victorin
wiis often In positions where she found |
herself entirely sepnrated from the |
other members of the party—a compli-
ment to her prowess which she greatly
prized, since women and beginuers
were usnally smironnded by pru-au-|
tions nund guards, through which it was |
difficult to get within firlng distance of
any sort of gime,

As they were riding homeward one

i overlapping.
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evenlng after a hunt In the foothills “l'lmuhmm_cly pratects you os to meterial, strength
Barney noticed that his sister was un- |°' construction, stability sgainst winds, und length

usually quiet and apparently depressed.

“What's the matter, Vie? he nsked,  numnce.

“Dead tired, eh®"

The girl looked up with a bright
smile, which was immedlately follow-
ed by an expression of puzzled bewll-
derment.

“Barney,"” she said. after a moment
of silepce, “there I8 something about
those hills back there that fdlls me
with the strangest sensation of terror
imaginable, Today | passed an out- !
croppiug of voleanie rock that llvei
evidence of a frightful convulsion of '
niture in some bygone age. At sight
of it I commenced to tremble from
bead w fout, n cold perspiration break-
Ing out all over me,

“But that part is not so straoge—
you know I have alwnys been subject
to these same silly attacks of unres-
soning terror at sight of any evidence
of the mighty forces that have wrought
changes In the earth's crust or of the
slightest  tremor of an  earthguake,
But today the feeling of unutterable
personnl loss which overwhelmed me
was  olmest unbeavable, It was as
though oue whom | loved above all
others had been taken from we,

“Anpd yet” she continued, “through
all my lnexplicable sorrow there shone
oy of brithant hope as remarkable
ind vnfuthomable ns the deeper and
depressing emotion which still stirred
me"

For sowme time peither spoke, but
rode stlently stirrup to stirrup as thele
ponles pdeked thelr ways through the
knee high grass. The girl was think-
lug, trying to puzsle ont an explans-
tlon of the rather welrd sensations
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gled, as he had always been, at each
pew manifestation of Victoria’s un-

ennuy reaction of every indleation of -

the great upheaval which marked the
physical changes in the conformation
of the eartl's crust. °

He rvecalled former occaslons upon
which his sister had confided in him

something of slmllar terrors,

Once In the Garden of the Gods and

again during a trip through the Goand
Canyon in Arizona, apnd very vivid in-
deed was the recollection of Victorin's
nervons collapse following the reading

of the press dispatches describing the
Ean Fruneclsco earthquake, In all oth-

er respects his sister was an exception.
aily  mormal,

well  balanced  young
Awmerican woman—which fact, doubt-
less, rendered her one weakness the

more upparent.

But Victoria Custer's terror of earth-

quakes was uwot her only pecullarity,

her
hand—und of these there been
many., Her brother had thought sev-
and

too,

which had 8o recently clnimed bet, m ""m" mf‘;“mw
Barney Cusier wans one of those two rode on towurd the Clayton bun-
unusual nnd delighttul people who do | oy "ong with 1t be recalied a
““‘"""“‘“Mm“mmim'mmuz
his sister us well us others chose him vulsion of nature. At the
s the reciplent of thelr confidences. | ¥TU¢ o
thought be broke the sllence.
Mot und her emotion, bebad | "y youn ghi-avater made
m“mn.‘ :

ﬂ-...__

g P e

R '




