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ATE BONNET was in-
leed in a =ad case, She
had sailed from King-

high hopes and a gay heart,

ston witl

and before she left she had writren
to Master Newcombe to express her joy
that her father had given up his un-
lawful calling and to say how™she was

] after him, fold him in her
forgiving arms, and bring him back

uncie

going to sai
1o

where she ant ner

181 8Ins were

Jamaica,
would see to it that his pi
forgiven on account of his irresponsi-

ble mind, and where, for the rest of
his life, he would tread the paths of

: il “wlor sk
peace and probity his letlTer sbh
had not vielded to the earnest entreats
which was really the biect and soul
of Master Newcomlbx epistie Many

Kind things she said 1t so Kkin a

friend, but to his offer to make her tie

queen o life she made no answer
kne wa very queen, bu
] won Ve ent to invest
he roval ybes and with tl

¢ vn

\A 1 “ ] ‘?A' | 1 ' | L" I"’ 1

P !.u]',v}' ¢ had bee ! Sl
| (0 | riatl 1on ' an out-

1 ' though an nd n,

| 1 bread honorable labor

hen, with a still greater pride, =it
| £O07 im clad as a noble gentle-
nan and arin If with dignit;

( i nplacence What a figldre
he woule ave n among the fin
folks wi vere her uncle's frien in
Kingston and {n Spanish Town!

But all this was r now. With his
own hand he had told her that ofTe
again she was a pirate's daughter. Sh
went below to her cabin, where, with
wet cheeks, Dame Charter attended
ler

angry, intensely
wicked trick

Mr. Delaplaine was
angryv. Such a shameful,
had never before been played upon a

oving daughter. There weére no
words in which to express his most
justifiable wrath. Again he went to

the town to learn more, but there was
nothing more to learn except that some
people sald they had reason to believe
that Bonnet had gone to follow Black-
peard. From things they had heard
they supposed that the vessel which
had eailed away in the night had gone
10 offer herself as a consort to the Re-
the com-

venge; to rob and burn in
pany of that notorious ship.

There was no satisfaction in this
news for the heart of the good mer-
chant, and when he returned to the

rig and sought his niece's cabin he
Lhad no words with which to cheer her.
he could do was to tell her the
little he had learned and to listen to
her supplications,

Mr. Delaplaine sat brooding on
leck The righteous anger kindled by
the conduct of his brother-in-law, and
his grief for the poor stricken women,
fin the ecabin, combined
throw him into the most
f mind, which was az-
by the knowledge that
nothing except to wait

linda sailed !
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| tonal sea-robber, and he did not know
| xactly how to demean himself; but as
[ 1is visitor's manner was quiet, and
‘, s he came on board alone, it was not
!'to be supposed that his intentions were
ffensive
’ “And you wish to see me, &ir?' sald
he

“Yes,” sald Capt. Ichabod, “I thought
I'd come over and talk to you. I don't
know vou, bedad, but 1 know all about
and | saw you and your family

vou came to town to visit that
that sugar-planter that

vou,
when
old fox, bedad,

Capt. Blackbeard weed to call Sir
Nightea Not a bad joke, either, be-
dad. 1 have heard of a good many dir-

ty, mean things that people in thy line
busginess have done, but, bedad, 1
never did hear of any captain who
was dirty and mean to his own family
Fine people, too, who came out te .Jo

of

the richt thing by him, after he had
of

been cleaned out, bedad, by one his
‘Brothers of the Coast.” A rare sort ol
brotl bedad, don't you say so?”

You are right, sir,” said Mr. Dela-
plaine, “in what you say of the wild
cond f my 1 ier-in-law Bonne
It ple : me, sir, 10 know tXat you

n it

Condemn! 1 shounld say so, bedad,”
ans l‘:l" Ichabod; “and 1 came
over here to say to you—that is, just
mention, not knowing, of course, wha
yvou'd thir about it, bedad—that I'm
goin' to start on a cruise to-morrow
| 1s soon as [ can get in my wa-

me bedad—water,
And if you and your ladies
might happen to fancy it, bedad, I'd be
glad to take along. I've heard
u're in a bad case here, the cap-
of this brig being unable or quite
to take you where you want

ter and S stores,

nyway

you
that )
tain

unwilling
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“But where are you going, sir?” ip
great surprise,

“Anywhere,” sald Capt. Ichabod,
“anywhere you'd lke to go. I'm

starting out on a cruise, and a cruisae

with me means anvwhere, And my
opinion is, sir, that if you want 1O
come up with that crack-brained
sugar-planter, you'd Dbetter follow

Blackbeard; and the best place to find
him will be on the Carolina coast;
that's his favorite hunting-ground,
dad, and I expect the sugar-planter is
with him by this time.”
“But will not that be
sir?” asked Mr. Delaplaine,
“Oh, no,” said the other. “I know
Blackbeard, and we have played many
a game together. You and your fam-
ily need not have anything to do witk
it. I'll board the Revenge, and you
may wager, bedad, that I'll bring Sir
Nightcap back to you by the ear.”

be-

dangerous,

“But there's another,” said Dela-
plaine; “there's a young man belong-
ing to my party—"

“Ok, yves, I know,” said the othur,
“the young fellow Blackbeard took

Clapped a cocked hat

on him, bedad! That was a good joke!
I will bring him, too. One old mar
one young man—Pll fetech ‘em both,
Then I'll take you all where you want

away with him.

to go. That is, as near as | can get to

it, bedad. Now, you tell your ladies
hon e, and I'll have my sloop

c¢leaned up a bit, and as soon as | can
get my water on bLoard I'm ready to
oist anchor.”

But look you, sir,” exclaimed Mr
Delaplaine, “this is a very importar
natter, and cannot be decided =

i '_\ o
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r. if you ar )
I"nekbeard ind
s EWEOeAr, Yyou can
cr than let Capt. Ichabhod
! safe, and | am

eure of that, and there {s every rea-
son to think he will find his man.”
When Mr. Delaplaine went below
vith his extraordinary news, Dame
Charter turned pale and screamed.
| *“Sail in a pirate ship?"’ she cried.
“T've geen the men belonging to one of
| them, and as to going on board and
| sailing with them, I'd rather die just
| where I am.”

To the good dame's astonishment
| and that of Mr. Delaplaine, Kate spoke
up very promptly, *“But you cannot
| die here, Dame Charter; and if you
ever want to see your son again you
{ have got to go to him. Which is also
| the with me and my father.
And, as there is no other way for us
to go, 1 =ay, let us accept this man's
offer if he be what my uncle thinks
he is. After all, it might be as safe
for us on board his ship as to be
on a merchantman and be captured by
pirates, which would be likely enough
in those regions where we are obliged
to go; and so 1 say let us gee the man,
and if he don't frighten us too much
let us =ail with him and get my father
and Dickory.”

“It would be a terrible danger, a ter-
rible danger.” gaid Mr. Delaplaine

“But, uncle,” urged Kate, “every-

! thing is a terrible danger in the search
we're upon; let us then choose a dan-
ger that we know something about,
and which may serve our needs, rath-
er than one of which we're {gnoraut
and which cannot possibly be of any
good to us.”

It was actually the fact that the 1t
tle party in the cabin had not finished
talking over this most mom
subhject hefore they were Informead that

case

mious

|

Capt. Ichabod was on deck. Up they |
went, Dame Charter ready to faint
But she did not 4o so. When she saw
the visitor ghe thought it could not be
the pirate captain, but some one whom
he had sent in his He was e
soberly dressed th when he
ame on board, and his manners wert
eveu milder., The mind of Kate n-
net was so worked up by the troubie
that had come upon her that she fel
very much as she when she 4 I
over the side of her father's vess at |
Bridgetown, ready to drop into e |
darkness and the water when th . i
nal should sound She had an !
now, as she had had then, and Zain {
she must risk everything. On her sec-
ond look at Capt. lchabod, which em-
barrassed him very much, she Was
ready to trust him

“Dame Charter,” she whispered, "we
must do it or never see them again

So, when they had talked about it

for a quarter of an hour, it was aureed
that they would sail with Capt
Ilchabod

When the sloop Restless made ro

sai . 'xt day there was a tine
to b(lll.th’ next <t 1) h;‘ t " a to profit by it [ cannot bear to think
: o r of the
flurry in the harbor. Nothing of the j .o . o ikedness and the disgrace
kind had ever before happened there of it
| Two ladies and a most respectabls old “Most respected sir” sald Tehabod
. b i { § o i Cl { ’
gentleman sailing away under the | : i
’ if the fellows behave themselves
skull and cross-bones! That was alto- . . )
getl W the Caribbean sea. To properly and don’t offer to fight us,

v o "W t o (S Se ( .

L{ saer “I' ::“ { to hi bout his then there'll be no wickedness, bedad

those who talk } your his

3086 WO ‘f' 0 “”” a Il' : .11 I can make a good enough show of
tie it ‘apt. habo .

quixotie expedition, ap : "' | men to frighten any ordinary mer-
re—ant time as any » :

o . l. At s, lv X:\ e ‘“41'" chant crew so that not a blow need be

.kuu“_ he was & great hand at be 1}11! struck. And that is what 1 expect to

" varn».vAr‘h.u 1:‘ h;‘ (Iarrlvd'vnnt 'l"& do, sir. 1 would not have any dis-

SeNEers r oir t es ¢
Sy !‘;‘J e IYJTHI;'L - l:lr },r“”, S '”1‘1 turbance before ladies, you may he
to a place of safety, the neaestiess, an( . ‘
’ sure of that, bedad We bear down
ar > 1d me 1
all on 'hn.xri of her, shoul lr'“ unt 1, upon & vessel: we order her to suf
_‘sm skies in a thousand bits.  Al-} .. 400 we take what we want, and
i P > tive on Ot . ¢
[ though this alternative W ild ot | oo et her £0. Truly, there's no wicks
ave e ' : e t r 1
have been very comforting 4 ,Sa"‘ edness in that! And as for the dis-
passengers if they had known of it, it crace, we can all better bear -that
- < . . 4 (Ll e Al
came from Capt. Ichabod's heart, and than starve.”
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e “»”'M‘Hl' ae Salls | without a word. He could not com-
isted and i shouts and cheers

h" e ’1" 1. amid ‘.‘ 1! ”j M "ki‘ ;rr prehend how a man with such a frank

from a dozen small boats containing . . )

and honest face could thus avow his
some of the most terrible and bloody dishonest principles. But as he gazed
2 . ‘i L noeig 2 as > L}

Qu'.l'r:\?"llotrs who hall‘u\"r infested .1-1‘; and wondered the thought of a scheme
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Kate by herself on aeck, ana ne made
bold to sit down by her; and before
he knew what he was about, he was
telling her his whole story. S8he lis-
tened carefully to what he sald.
touched but lightly upon his wicked-
nesses, although they were plain
enough to any listener of sense, and
bemoaned his fearful passion for gam-
ing, which was sure to bring him to
misery one day or another.

“When I have staked my vessel and
have lost 1t,” sald he, “then there will
be an end of me.”

“But why don't you sell your vessel

before you lose it said Kate, “and
become & farmer?”

His eyes Dbrightened. “I never
thought of that,” said he. “Bedad

excuse me, Miss—some day when I've
got a lttle together and can pay my
men I'll sell this sloop and buy a
farm, badad—1 beg your pardon, Miss
—I1'll buy a farm.”

Kate smiled, but it was easy to see
that Capt. Ichabod was In earnest

The next day Capt. Ichabod came
to Mr. Delaplaine and took him to one

side. “1 want to speak to you,” he
said, “about a bit of business."
“You may have noticed, sir, that!

we are somewhat short of provisions,
and the way of it is this., The night
before we sailed, hoping to make a
bold stroke at the card-table and
theraby fit out my vessel in a
ner suitable to the entertainment of a
gentleman and ladies, I lost every

penny I had. I did hope that our pro-
visions would last us a few days
longer, but 1 am disappointed, gir
That cook of mine, who s a soft-

hearted fellow, his neck alwayvs ready
for the heel of a woman, has thrown
overboard even the few stores we had
left for you, the good Dame Charter
having told him they were not fit to

{ eat. And more, sir, eaven my men are
grumbling. So I thought 1 would
speak to you and explain that it would
be necessary for us to overhaul a mer-
hantman and replenish our food sup-
ply It can be done very quietly, sir,
ind I don't think that even the ladies
need be disturbed

Mr. Delaplaine stared in amazement,
‘Do you mean to say he exclaimed,
that you want me to comnsent to your
committing piracy for our bencfit
“Yes, sir,” answered the aptain,
‘that’s what | suppose you would call
it; but that's my business

“Now, sir, I wish you to know that

I am a Christian and a gentleman'
sald Mr. Delaplaine

“That's all very true, bedad,” sald

Capt. Ichabod, “but you're S0 M-
other thing; you're a human being,
and you must eat

“This Is terrible,” exclaimed the

time of life |

and

merchant, “that at my
should consent to a felony at sea

Hol

man- |

our purpose.’”

Mr. Delaplaine, with something of a |

smile upon his sedate face, hurried to
Kate, who was upon the quarter-deck,

| & little variety into our dull lives. As

[ soon a8 we can overhaul a merchants
| man we shall commit a plracy. But
don't turmm pale; 1 have arranged it
all.”
[ “You!" exclaimed the wide-eyed
Kate,

“Yes,” sald her unclq and he told
| his tale.

“And remember this, my dear,” he

| added; annot pay, we do not
eat [ shall be a8 relentless as the
bloody Dlackbeard; if they take not

my money, I shall swear to Ichabod
| that we touch not thelr goods.”

“Aund are you sure,” she said, “that
| there will be no bloodshed?”
| "I vouch for that,” sald he,
| shall lead the boarding party.”
| She took him by both hands,
| “Why.,"” she said, ‘it need be no more
| than laying in goods from a store-
house; and I cannot but be glad, dear

for 1

uncle, for I am so very, very hungry.”
} The captaln came up, execitad,
“Even now, bedad,” he cried, “‘there

are two safls in sight--one far north,
and the other to the eastward, beat-
{ing up this way This one we shall
make for. We have the wind with us,
which i1s a good thing, for the Rest-
less 1s a bad sailer and has lost many
a prize through that fault., And now,
miss."” he sald, addrossing Kate, I
shall have 1o ask your leave to take
down that English flag and run up

our Jolly Roger It will be necessary,
for {f the fellows fear not our long
guns, they may change their course

and get away from us'

“That will be right,” sald Kate; “if
we're golng to be pirates, we might as
{well be pirates out and out’

Capt. Ichabod glowed with delight
“What a girl this was, and what an
uncle!"

it was not long, for the Restless had
a fair wind, before the sail to the east
ward came fully into ! she wa
in good truth, a 1@ hantman and
n v large one Dan charter, very
much exclted vorid 1 what shs
would have o ard
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Getting Acquainted at Home.

A young fellrw who had g into
the hobit of spending all eveninyg
iway hhom home was brought to
8 '8's1n the ol wing way

One afternoon his father came to
him and asked him if hal any ¢
gagement ftor  the evening I'hie
voung man had not

“Well, I'd ik to have vou go
somewhere with me,’

The yonng man nimsell tells wha!

l'\appv:nt't‘l

**All right,' [ sard, *where shall |
go’ "

‘*He suggested the Columbia Hotel
at 7:3), and I was there. When he
appeared he sa:d he wanted me to
call with him on a laly. ‘Gre |
knew quiet well when I waia young
man,’ he explained.

We went out and started straight

for home.

** ‘She {s staying at our house,' he
said,

* I thought strange that he should
have the
Columb a under those circumstances,

made an appointment for
but I said nothing.

“Well, we wentlin and I was intro
duced with all due formality to my
mother and s ster

**The situation struck me as funny

and [ started to laugh, but the laugh

died away. None of the three even
smiled. My mother and sister said
she remembered me as a boy, but
hadn’t seen much ot me lately. Then
she invited me to ke seated,

“*It wasn't a bit fanny then, al
though I can 'aagh over it now I
sat down, and she told me one or two
inecdotes of my boyhood, at whieh
ve a'l laughed tor a littie Then we
four played gamestora while, When

[ flaally retired I was invited to ca i
1rain ] went upstairs feslingy pret
ty small, and doing a good deal of
thirking
‘And the ! 1 i
“i mn ma :
mvy motner \
'
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