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CITY OF HOPKINSVILLE.

-

“The Seat of Government and the Metropolis
of Christian County.

Gireat Educational Advantages--Large Mercantile Resour-
ces=Handsome Public and Private Buildings.

City of Churches, Colleges and Public Schools, Cultured Society
and Happy Homes--A Glimpse of Her Business Men,

“Come, my friends; "tis not too
late to seek a new world.”

Custom, with an insistence of
sumptuous rhetoric and an ex-
travagance of literary expres-
sion, has thrown around descrip-
tive narrative such an aroma of
quaint and poetic interest that
any attempt to ignore it is treat-
ed by the reading public as an
act of presumption.

Those *“airy nothings" of the
writer must be given a nomen-
clature, even at the expense of
accurate statement. Indeed, the
somnolent traditions of our carly
history, with their weird and ro-
mantic settings, possess such a
fascination in their occasional
dwakenings that the recital of
present 5:}' conditions  grow
nomely and uninteresting. Hop-
Finsville is as rich in this ancient
ore as any section in the “New
sﬂlﬂ.h." nmany a g‘l‘n‘hn and

- sequestered surrounding  still
]u:'lks the inspiration for nistoric
revery or enduring fiction,

They still possess a mute cle-
uence, a ttagic mystory and a
urtive charm, over which the
glamour of research throws its
softest light. But those adk: mat-
ters not within the perview of te-
day;- time preserving them for
archeological yuest and diver-
sion. TFhe present mission is of
deeper’' import ‘and concerns
those conditions which make life
profitable and happy. )

The formulation of Hopkins-

ville is a matter of secondary in-
terest. l\ suffices to know,
to-day it iR city of between six
and seven usand inhabitants,
the count at of Christian
county, and e center of a lo-
cality that has for its chief in-
ducement home attractions and
educational advantages; and
where also, in combination with

these, proper attention is given
to legitimate and acceptable ¢n-
terprises.

As a people, the citizens of Hop-
kindville are persevering, pro-
gressive and enterprising, vou-
chsafing proper consideration
and attention to manufacturers
and business men of every type
who may be seeking a location
for the establishment of their
severai branches of industry,
yet positively requiring unalloy-
ed integrity as the passport, To
all responsible persons, a cordial
invitation is extended 1o join us;
and the following brief summary
will demonstrate why we feel
justified in a tempered pride
over the inducement offered.
The career of citiewis as the life
of individuals, full- of little
incidents that are of minor im-
portance in themselves, _hlll
when taken in connectionas links
in a chain of circumstances

ges as value that is not to be
“discarded, But of the thousands
of everyday happenings there

are many that are of no signifi-|

cange; and it is, perhaps,
more the conditions which
exist @8 a general result

of these small things, that should
be taken as the pulsc of the liv-
ing corporate body, Causes pro-
duce these conditions, however,
and, while further on, and, in va-
rious portions of this paper, will
be found many circumatanc‘fa
arising secondarily from condi-
tions, thejobject of this is to re-
count, in brief, the successive

cu ]riuﬂ.

that |

ville in the position she now oc-

Hopkinsville—the city whose
merits we  record—has nc\'cr'i
had a “boom.” Its growth has
been steady and natural,

lowed to spin the webs of (‘:Ill—:
tion in the window of opportuni-
ty, the people of a city may be-
come as oblivious to that which
betokens a splendid  future as
the bats are to the oscillations of |
Jupiter,
CLIMATE AND SOIL,

The climate of Kentucky, and
particularly of Hopkinsville, and
its surrounding country, is de-
lightful, The long, hot summers
of the States to the South are not
suffered here; amd the rigid win-
ters of the North and Northwest
are unknown. ‘The average tem-
perature of the year is 38 de-
grees—the same as that of the
Northern part of Spain, the
Southern part of France, North-
ern Italy, Greece and the islands
of Japan.

jut the range of the thermom-
eter is much greater, here, ¢na-
bling the husbandman to lay in a
supply of ice in  winter, and to
grow Indian corn and melons to
perfection in summer., The at-
mosphere in summer is cool and
bracing; and the lassitude
common to the lowlands during
that season, is unfelt upon the
clevated portions of Kentucky.
Chills and fevers are strangers
to this section, Consamption is
very rare, and malaria, with its
dehlitating influence, is dissipat-
ed by breezes that sweep so de-
lightfully over this city.

PICTURESQUE SURROUNDINGS.

S0

steps that have placed Hopkins-

fromany direction, the traveler
is entertained by scenes which
increase in beauty, until the city
18 reached.  "This prosperous lo-
cality rests upon the banks of
Little River—a silver thread
that wends its way through a
a fertile and beautiful valley
where many prosperous farmers
live, till the soil, Barvest their
golden grain, and bear it to the
great mills, and the splendid
markets of Hopkinsville,

From some high eminence in
Hopkinsville, gazing on the
thickly-wooded bluffs and hills,
intersecting green valleyvs and
meadowlands, that hug the op-
posite shore of this beautiful
stream, one stands as ina dream,
enchanted by the gorgeous pano-

ramo of nature, which is there,
unrolled before him,  Far as the,
eye can reach, it feasts on heau-!

ty. Myriads of giant oaks and
furest trees, in unbroken hedge,
out-line the horizon for miles and |

miles —lifting one’s thoughts in|
the direction of the skies they
seem to kiss, o

I.UW. llllitri \'il]]i'_\'n. rich il'l'

verdure, and breathing of peace,
remind us that life has lowlier!
walks, which we must tread erel
we reach the promised h\'i;:]ltﬁ.l
Undulating, velvety hills dotted,
here and there, with clumps of
trees, and shrubs of nature's fa-
vorite shades, rising and reced-

¢ | If lh*"il‘lg'. fading away in the distance, | Ohio to the mouth of the Cum-
spiders of conservatism are al- 34 do our hopes and dreams on|berland. thence up the river to

HOTEL |

life's uneven road. Over all,
the heavenly dome, whose deep
cerulean hue equals that of any

far-famed Italian sky, mirrors

leach day *“the ancient miracle ol

the sun's decline,” and each set-
ting lends an additional glory to
the scene below. Nature was
truly prodigal of her beautcous
gifts, when she arranged this
immediate section; and the deft

touch of civilized' man has com-
pleted this grand earthly pict-
ure. Long driveways, extend

{rom the city in every direction
through this beautiful country.
Affording  unlimited pleasure
to the lovers of this delightful
and healthful recreation. Manv
of these llikt‘ﬁ extend lhl‘nll'_:'h
vistus  of drooping ¢lms and
shady oaks stretching awav, at
varying intdrvals into the haz

in picturesque strips of wood-
land,
HISTORICAL.

On the 21st day of November,
1797, by a deeree of Court, the
location of of the seat of justice
for Christian county was f(ully
established, and five acres of
land was donated by Bartholo-
mew Wood dnd was officially ac-
‘cepted by that body, The Em-
bryo city was Christian Kliza-
beth, but just how and why it
was s0 called the chronicler of
that carly day fails to enlighten
us. By that name it was known

Coming toward Hopkinsville,

until 1804, when a change begame

land a few log cabins.

distance, until llll‘}' become lost !

necessary, as Hardin county,
which was some four years older
than Christian county, adopted
the name Elizabethtown for her
scat of justice, and, being the
younger, Christian county was
obliged to give way and the name
of “Hopkinsville™ was adoptgd in
honor of Gen, Samuel Hopkins, a
gallant officer of the Revolution.

To commence at the beginning
of Hopkinsville and give a true
detail of the rise and progress
of business and industry— when
it was commenced, and by whom

is a task beyond the power of
man to perform. Suffice it to
say, that to the sound and uner-
ring judgment and foresight of
her sturdy pioneers, a solid and
substantial foundation was laid,
on which 18 now built one of the

handsomest, wide - awake, and
thoroughly progressive little ci-
ties in the State of Kentucky,
Referring to the early settle-
ment of Hopkinsville, by way of
comparison, we will just mention
here that in 1804 the town was
composed of -a blacksmith shop,
a tavern, a court house, one store
In those
early days the merchants hought
their goods in the East about
twice a year. Some times the
gonds were hauled in wagons all
the way from Philadelphia, but
most generally shipped from
Pittsburg in flat-boats down the

tises of which occupy one block in

ATHAM,

¢ anton or Clarksville,

OUR POSTOFFICE,
[n these fin de siecle days,
there is, perhaps, no feature or
department of the United States
Government which appeals more
orcibly to our admiration and
respect, or which under a
more perfect system of manage-
nent, than its pnr—-l'.li service. Its
husiness, in every detail, is in
he hands of able and responsi-
le parties from the Postmaster
(reneral at Washington to every
member of the rank and file of
his large army of assistants
{hroughout the Union,

Iirst, comes our unprecedent-
ed service in the transportation
of the mails, and the high degree
of gperfection attained in the
| handling of mail enroute, E very
[ necessary convenience is afford-
ed the citizens of a town, and the
lmr-.l-nﬂi;'\' is ?-i_\'hlt'lllilli'.':rll to a
perfect degree, Contrasting
this modus operandi of to-day,

Is

stage coach, and other primitive
means of mail transportation,
truly can we feel that time bas
opened up a new era, one of e
lightmenty convenience, and sy
tem.

Hopkinsyille's first post-office
was established April 9, 1804,
with George Brown as postmas-
ter, with everything about it in a
state of crudity. To-day, we
_enjoy the very best mail service
] Coucluded on Page 2,

" THE LATHAM HOTEL.

One of the Finest Hostelries in Kentucky and a Model of Com-
fort and Hospitality--Erected in 1895.

A Large, Handsome Btrueture--Rich Interi
Bplendidly Purnished--Best Acoom
Model Servioe.

One of the most striking exam-
ples of modern evolution is pre-
sented to the eyes of our citizens
and visitors in the spectacle of
the magnificent hostelry Known
as the Latham Hotel, the prem-

the heart of the city, while the
building proper fronts on three
of the main thoroughfares, Itis
a three-story and a half struc-
ture, m:-:up.\.'ing two-thirds of a
square, the remaining one-third
being reserved for a hotel park,
which is to be platted in walks,
and ornamented with fountains,

or Decorationn--Modern in Every Respeot.-
modations - Excellent Cuisine and

W. A. Wilgus, Manager.

fame and good name of such a
house wherever his  footsteps
tend, or his voice 18 heard, The
visitor who tarries for short or
long at the Latham Hotel, will
find, here, all that, in fact, goes
to make up first-class hotel ser-
vice; and stll more, he will find
true Southern hospitality and
good will dispensed with a full
heart and generous hand, where
one and all in authority and at-
tendance, combine to make the
place a home for their guests,
and where every attention is  di-
rected towards the promotion of
the individual comfort of every

flower beds, and shrubs., Erect-
ed at a cost of 100,000, with $25 - |
000 additional for furnishings, it
is needless to say that few, if
any, cities of comparative size to
ankiﬂw\'i”(‘. can boast of such
an extensive and beautiful hotel.
It is, at once, the wonder and ad-
miration of all visitors; and has

not only added greatly to the
beauty and fame of the city, but
has given it a business  prestige
than which no public enterprise
has done more, It has enhanced

one. In this respect, it stands
preseminent, The accommoda-
tions are first-class in every par-
ticular, the cuisine is excellent,
]ll\'p;u'cll by an iu'l"llII].lliHhed
chel, and served by polite and
obliging attendants. T'he rooms
are large, airy, and well furnish-

ed; and everything about the
place wears an attractive, de-
hghtfully home-like air, while

cleanliness pervades the house
Irom top to basement,

The building itself is of cream
pressed brick and dressed stone,
with elegant terra cotta trim-
mings, and is of Italian Renais-
of architecture. It
is heated by steam, well lighted
by gas and electricity, and has
hot and cold water throughout.
Fighty guest chambers are pro-
vided; and the parlors are richly
furnished,jcontaining, also, 4 mag-

sance style

nificent Grand piano for the
pleasure of patrons. It has ac-
commodations f{or 200 guests,
and the rates are from $3.00 to
33.50 per day.

The hotel 1s named for its
founder, Mr, John C. Latham,. of
fthe banking lirm of Latham,
Alexander & Co., of New York

City, who was an early resident
of Hopkinsyille, and has shown
the decp lovalty and affection
| which cternal in his
breast™ for the home of his early
J vouth, through this and many
‘nlln r public enterprises in the
city, which bear testimony to his
public spirit  and generosity.
I'he hotel is managed by a Board
of Directors, and under the
]IL'I"\HIl.l] hll]n'l'\ ihinll nf \1] .|. “.
Boulware as Clerk, and Mr, H.
E. Holton, Cashier, two affable
and courteous young gentlemen,
ideal hotel officials and
deservedly popular with all.

UEprings

1=

who are

Much time and care have been
expended in making this issue of

the KeENTUCKIAN an attractive
one, and we feel that our efforts
have not been in vain. The pa-
per contuins a fund of valuable

Linformation concerning the

I‘II\'li |n1l

va-
Hopkinsville

resolrces

the value of property, and draws
many a weary trave ler to its
shelter, who cannot find equal |
comfort in surrounding places.
The hotels of all ¢ities 111-1\' an |
important part in the history of |
their respective community, car-
rving its fame throughout the
land, adding to its lustre, in pro-
lml‘linll as the hotels goind,
bad or indifferent, “T'he modern
hotel is not only the permancnt

inre

home of thousands of the hest
people, but many travelers, daily,
find a temporary abiding place

in the hostelries of the lund, The
location of 4 city may be unsur-
||:H-wd. its  streets broad and
Inl'i]“;tll“'\' lighted, its
blocks and public buildings of
the most massive kind, but un-

less its hotels are first-class, in

with that of yesterday, the old|every respect, all the above goes

Hfor naught with the traveler,
|who by reason of business or
[ pleasure, is compelled to remain

appellation is merely nominal;
except in the exorbilunt rates de-
manded. Place a man in a
bright, cheery, well-furnished
room, supply him with well-pre-
pared viands and polite service,
and he feels a king in his tem pors
ary home, and will spread the

business |

and  Christian  county, and
many  handsome  illustrations
adorn its pages, After reading

it, maitl to some distant friend so
that outsiders may get an idea of
the importance ol this L{l'l-\\ing
CILY.

=0 iany Gsls, so

s

Wimed anad wirid

MAny ¢ree

o many paths that
White Just the art of belng kind

I all thls sad worlid pewds

Eths Whawler Wikox

There is no plausible excuse
for the merestapology for a road
from the countyv road to the farm-
house, but, on the contraJy, such
should be kept in hrst-
Good roads permit
of hauling larger loads, save the
wear and tear of the wagons and
|add greatly to the attractions of
of the farm.

l'll.!tl.\

viatas order,

Patrunize the merchant, man-
ufacturer and commercial man,
whao has aided you, through ad-
vert'sing  vour city to home-

n-'at the mercy of what are often | seckers and contemplating set-
,.' called lirst-class hotels, but which | tlers.

You will find his name in
the columns of this len ial Cen-
[tenniad Edition.

{  Are you seeking a College to
which to send your sons and
dunghters? Then read the his-
tory ol those reviewed in this
' Special Edition,




