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“You've got to do the trick™

Lhe stnke Wi too great to risk, and she
bitteriy consented to Wilkerson's hns-
tily oniltoed plnn of hiding Ruth away

womewhore 1 Blag Wal's precincts un.
til they conld once more get their pinns
mto working srder.
Before L Wwould leave the place
she must soe Blng Wah himsalf.
“Will the be safe here? whe de. r
manded,

The Chingse looked at her fushed
und pate beauty In stlence until
she her guestion. Then he
sald qulmlld in bis own exquisite- |
Iy modulated English: “You need have
little fear. The servants are honest |
and discreets And"—he lot his eyes |
meot hers fully—“1 think 1t ls possible
| that she 8 safer now thun she hus
ilmﬂn for some time. Good night, mad-

AL [

While Whkerson and Mra. Darnell

bad boen burcledly armanging matters
I\l'l“l Slog Wah, Drake had gone In
(search of Jodgings nearby.  He found

them in what had once been a
I hotal, which had fullen Into #ad decny

the whole affalr. so he followed them.”

h and His Wiles. “Wns the ::IPE vory falr boaingd and—
RR  stood  stapid'y and benutiful ™ Dinee nenaevd to ixk
at the papers which |10 80 hddilferent tane .
found i the lovked “Precively,” esponded the eleck, sad
of the dreswer. 1l [Hebly mutching his guests maoner
t the desk hmd only “If you want 0 fod Mra

matter diiker, g0 | DA be Lhe Bouse detective got ber od
dress=—or tho sddress of the bospl

(] to the room to pus.
@l 'Aﬁ the facts in ovder

M st was that Ruth
ew York to deal with
""" 3t Wwoney for lprovements
"ﬂluar Key” The second was

| she had evidently pot been able
nd Everett and bad storted woest

sible,

But bow—where—how could e
businesullke senses returned, and
i to wire Everctt's office In
¥ York, with the result that he was

In possession of his address in
Franciseo,

Darnell

Everett's here, too,"” he mutter tng.

“That ls stranger yet. 1 guess it
limg [ dropped in. Now to find

thrust the packet of papers in his
and then withdrew them and
them sagnin Into the dresser
er.  He had a dim notion that
mightfeome back for them. Then
: Io the BL Francls hotel

;" tm' Everett, who was re- | 0ok

and euntered Into copversa
he clerk. Mennwhile bis eye
the register. Opposite the
of the room he now occupled
a heavily sermmwled “Mrs. J
Iund dangihter.”

frowned, apd the clerk sald sym
fleally, “You must have a nasty

to the

He brie

sd, controlling his volce, went
£ caspally, “1 see Mra Darpel) | sEreed |
Fhore.” et
0re's secret nmarement the clerk “‘_""“‘ >
mysterfous, leanlng noross the I '“"I'
o whisper, “Ab, you know her¥ wc}nru_\.
anted lﬂ:hdlltll: ;:;::' her.” John ‘:\’II;:?:
! &
h not, and she left In a very
way,” the clerk explained
y. “She cnme here last evenlng

way."
After

turned
The d
ol

Well. It
and  des
wud |

el
Chinuto
and tol
He gin
whien w
nll best

“Uuin

“1 wi

B

He th
left the
toward

W wiruus

Hitle
ks urt,

m

taxis they came to ol

we
how the

d e

whoetbor | pontdd Bing 10

Teaned) |

way townrd b
Bla companion's wmOrmue,
they took bor (kto the lewer pert of
Chinstow.”™

Wa uaunlily
e po  luaghi e,

thoey took the girl to”

Presently,
appenred the detective,
Jobt's somewhat braolsed face thought-
fully, saying
explained that Mr, Dorr wished, if pos
to get into communication with
Mrs. Darnell.

Lo & Hur

who s

N respoiege

sinned

nothlog until the olerk

“The best | oan do ls to Gnd the tax)

'-hg:e‘:";ﬁ-u:r:.’ g;;r:h‘:,ﬁ;: driver for you,” he sald slowly, still
that vepresented the mine and stodying John's stalwart figure. “Me
may be out on the stapd now. Tet's

4
As they passed out the dotective con
tinoed hesitatingly, “Do you know Mrs

very well?

There was that io the mao's tone
that made John pause before answer
He glanced at the cool, Impas-
slve fuce and canght the glint of the
steady eyea. He took n sudden rezolu
tion.

“I belleve you're really Interested iu
this matter,” Dorr sald briedy.
pose we talk this over before bunting
the taxi chanffeur.”

“I was merely ctirious,
was the noncommitinl murmur,

“Bap-

that's all,”

girl s not her daughter,”™ Joha

eontinuml “1 hnve beason to bDellewe
that It I= Miss Rath Gallon, the heir

l' what his common ess to the *Master Koy’ mine. who
im was the logical method Ia abducting” His pissiop v
the tangle he went dowWD | ooy §y gpite of bils self restraint. 1

must finid her apd save bor™
“Might 1

ask what relntion yon are

young Indy ¥

of his il wonds
Oy expialucd his position ut hi¢

TR IE

pehie 7 mine and bis wardship of the lielre
Bve” Johin returned. “Met with | He alsowent into desll as 1o
mt In an autoe that rnther up | SURPed ted Wilkerson of, deseriblng him
" He Inid his finger on the reg | earefully ‘
“He wau one of theus, sure epotigh

he detective. “But yonng b
in't being Kidmped
1t of botels ke thise”
y b wistaken,” Johin nas

“All 1 kpow of Mra Daropell
occasiona ]
an. But 1 suppose we

dnys ke

g

gt

get a clow as to wherp thhy went any

gome gearch of the lopg Hoe of
wich the e

“Thepre wasu't sy

river leaned out fow hila we
pt on earnestly: *You Lknow
y Jumped o and we rolled of.
secmed It was a case of life
ith, necording o (he woman,
stopped on the machine and

14

hastenad some toward the North a
hoapitul,

sut when we gol tuto
wn oue of the men bhalled me
to drive Jiet ks bhe sajld
out here i (ool with we, and
w ranched n curtaly spog thael
n*
oy fnke ds fo 1hat
g Juet wondeting o m)

apor Y

aa i ro

“Tiut ¥l Ery™

rew Io Wi elaieh msl the ene
b und Biurieed wf e hill
Cofiforume smigt. Johp Dory
el bpninst the enabispng wih
o wense of BE et Ll an Y
onl  He barely boand

“Ryldent’y

oripptal with
pelutiag
luds clothass and Lis laugaoago as

eredit the

evidouves. As the fuct muna, even the

cotlle wiem  the faegity of
tiun m nqu-uu; thaa bis

s bo e

asked the (‘4"'&'- !

tive miidiy U
John stured st hhm and then realized

the odilits

words dropped by |

Gaughter. 1 gave "a“'m the ective Identifed as the one M Dar |

D have now. Aloug futhe late | 0 )00 paken the night before |

S she sudlenly came down with “Ditver, take a8 where you did those |

peonscious and told me that fures who were ln such » horey last |
ulght,” the detective ordered

The chaulfeur shook bis hond. “You

can sgearch we fur the adilress” he re- |

1

I

(It wan In the faded rooms be engnged

| from “Singapire to [Miisiel hin—wns [here thut the three met to consull on
[ ot less ehinneelein of exprosdion, nor |the foture
wore weltora thnn te. Yoo (n aplte of “The st thing to do I=s to get hold
hi mnlwr viath { uf those deods sod pupers "
ank wiam : her grip.” mid Wilkerson der
of mur vom didut think 1o get
' Jenn ™

with erime The woman's eyes lit with

M the ardinary evhisioal conld b natred. bot she mnde 0o npsw &)
an ollflce or o store e wonld guadeople | witebed i Foss with the |
bis profips But the o mon ran of lhumi satehel which she bnd
Puscaly must steal gnd Oy, Thelr post- [as the one 8 which Ruth curricd Ler
Glllee address s a Ogoeat,. They dre | valunbles. When It opened and Wil
not al howe when opportunity knocks, {kerson thrust his clutching fingers

Sing Wali knew this, and It was lLis Durnell leaned
boast that for thirty yesrs any one
whio wanted bim, elther day or night,
could find him.

8o be sat at the back of hls lttle
store nmight after olght,  blinking
through the wooden mereen at the va.
rious customers who came In to trade
or barter, And year after year they
came to his door, the pirate and the
thief, the smoggler and the robber, and
be took his toll of them and passed
them on. Whither? S8ing Wah never
told. And because he did ot tell they
came back with greater look snnd rich
er booty, and he again passed them
through his store to wanish utterly
from the haunts of men and the pur
view of the police,

Among the many hundreds who had
avalled themselves of 8ing Wah's ald
wns Wilkerson, who, durlng dark pe
rinds of his career, hnd severs] times
run athwart the barriers of the law
and been compelled to seek refuge
| where he could.

Harry Wilkerson was not & fool. In
some ways he was brilliantly endowed.
He recognized Sing Wal's superiority
to all others In the grest gome of out
witting the Inw. He percelved beneath
the stolid mask the alert, nctive, stn
dious mind which was ever vigllant,
never forgetful, always Intelligently
watching the world that passed before | ..
his filmed eyes, The Chilnese had, us

downward Into It Mres,
forward as If in protest, He pald no
attention to her, but comtinned bis
search with ever increasing haste. At
last he straightened up with an oath
#0 venomous apd deadly that even
Drake shrank back.

“The deeds aren't here,” Wlilkerson
sald thickly. “Sthe's hidden them!™

“But where?"

This question seemed to break Wil
kerson's nlmost steely lutensity of pur-
sose. The question put his whole prob-
lem before him in two words—but
where? Hg shifted his eyes from the
emptied satchel to the curtained win-
dow. Instantly therg leaped before
kim the pleture of the trock turning
slowly over in the gulch, of the huge
billow of smoke, of the little lunces of
fire that charged through the dry un-
dergrowth as if to preserve to the
Hnmes thelr prey. Was it for this that
he was a murderer? The curtaln blew
Inward before some vagrant wind from
the bay, and Wilkerson drew back Io
terror.

“*What is it. Harry ¥ demanded Mrs
Darnell, instantly taking alarm,

“Nothing.,” he sald solienly. *“1 was
just thinking of something.” He turn
=l on Drake. *“Youo've got to do the
trick,” be went on
“How's that?" demuanded the young
aan,
Wilkerson

eagerly formulated his

well, acknowl 1 Wilkerson's adept- | uis plian, tieking off the poluts on the
neas and persds ¢y, In severdl deals tips of bis quiveriug tingers
they had been partners §p thelr mutusl | “First yon're Everett, turnod up ot
it lagt. You find ber"—

“Youn are & very good fellow, Har “In Chinatown!” sneerod Drake
ry.” Eing Wal 1 told W ouces #s “You can eaxily guln ber confidene
1 e roem Iu tha ||l get hold of the papers, and may
! X rt mau-—almost | b
ny st Pyt you are '...j Drake lhiuvghed vglily. *1 look ke
! et b resist your appe | the Kind of joker who would dress up
Hies. Now, | miude n slight ges: |us a banker and then proceed (0 renew
ture of distusty with bis lean brown [my clleat's acqualutance In a Chinese
hand=*1 have uwo appetites.” julut. How am 1 supposed to know

Wilkersou nodded. ¥ guess you're [she's there? 1 tell you, Wilkerson, that
right, SBlog Wal. You even baven't |you can't travel straight, even when It
any f pidgin English to |pnys you. Why In God's pame you
the tonrlsrs I the ptest, lnstead of |aver took that girl to that place of
spealiing  the perfect Hoglish you |Sing Wub's is beyond my comprebien

A glon. Any place would have been bet-

The doll eres it Tor 0 moment ht- [tor, Now you bave put the heads of
oo v felt that T all of us In & noose. You know what
ot fannt my el | people will say when"— \

Cuentls tradesinnn’s shop, “Thes'll say nothlng” sald Wilker
don’t {son furiously, and be proceeded once

The | Oxoulop drawl | more to argue that Drake could ensily
had thut Wilkerson | continge to impersonnte Everett und
hnd « I 1 th In delight |ln that gulse enrry their scheme to s
Ther | ure profitable conclusion, In spite of his
i wah Al I ellant !pagerness and sophistry be was noable
B b it what to move either Druke or Mrs, Darnell
Be knen the perean belidnd | from thelr attitude of frightened con-
the dull teutiares (tempt. At last Drake agreed to do Lis

it ‘en Bat 1 Chl | best 10 make Ruth trost him
neme it uew- | “Buot | don't ke this fmpersonation
er tof 'bosiyess” he sald firaly. “0 micht go
Isirwy ) i wad o & boted and haud In my broker's

h oned and avk for an Interview, but 1
wi @ Wil e | lmven't lost my seuses "
.k “Waoll” growled WiHkerson, “Just see
3 N ¢ 'to it that yon worm out of her where
those papars sre I
i tht I vhich bad a d
vi1iaslie dhisnd d revolvel] &l & topch gn CHAPTER III.
a lovek Crossed Wires,

7 AT #r comsenied Vil HUS #t lappened that just '
e st L e Ml that they'll when Drake entered Blog
ure Wah's unpretentious  doop

Slog Y 1 onemsd In falnt wiy the taxl with the hotol
-mllv “p bulie i for em. Apd the | deteetive nnd John Dorr drew up ln 8 |
Citina w about It and | side street and stopped,
| will rT sy 510 for g trip thronga | *“It was bere they left me,” said the
the horroes of lorproipd, as they | chaullear sulkily
mll " t woered,  “Lat | The detective and John got out and
them pduy with sseh things while 1 ase | gtared about them They were lo the
the besine e nopeve sie, And yel, | lower part of Chinatown, a single ter i
sometime that (rick mom ey sefve | of blocks that stretched beyond t.imI
N pUrpose.” bounds twwand the bay—nol lu the

jal sectal plane Thus B eame abowt that Harry W

guarter, but of (.

gy deiven tu bils wits' snd o ae-

Ay H-dmum Whl-d
Ml'l; Mq

MMI

'y

| Indbdeer,

and Ruth
| thar i

un alleyway,
ah's door, 1 they
ALY mid the detective thomphiful
“When | was on (he polloe furca
1 weed to know that Chipaman.  Ho's
the stwoothest ruses! In America, bur
none."”

to Sitwg

| wont fo there” he muttered.

John prived bis 1ot i helpless
mge. "And she's Ip (hat fend's foul
clufelwn,” I grented nlomd

At thin momeni & polleeman mme
nilone and acecoste] Johy's companion
faratinry in # Tew words the csge

was explained to him

"You won't find anyibhing. of course ™
the officer remarked ‘Buot Juat for
satlefnction lot's have a Jook sev and o
ehin-chin with Sing Wah

They entered the shop just an o Chi

nese wad closing o el door aftey
Drake., whoe bad come to make his
promised pitempt o win Buth's confl
dence. Sing Wali wus nowlhere to be
BT

After some futlle pariey wihth the
| Chineses, whose lgnorance was com

plete in every detall, the two offlcers
agreed that they were wasiing time.

“Oid Sing's the boy to see” sald
the house detective. “Let's wall
awhile”

Now, Bing Wah had pondered the
affair during the night, ond the more
he thought over having a lovely whit
girl In the cylindrien) room the less
he lked ft. It war dendly dang
Courta might be lenlent with the smug
gler and the go-between. Sing Wah
knew that if suspleion  got
phrond thnt n young white woman wis
lmprisoned (o his quarters 8 ravening

fToils

#Vven a

noted | mob would tear his place stick from

stone and hang bim without irial. He
| wae determined to eot the glel sway
Iwmediately, So Le was unfelgnedly
gind to see Dirnke
Prnke nttempted o eXpinln  what
yetwon wantal, but the Ch s Gult
it -
= i
) ol | Vo h |
‘| i 111 .‘ l_" ' : 4 0 1
| b | led Drake =h
doesn't know 1 very well, and she’l
gereanm her head off, and "D be arrest
e, nnd we'll il be o o muss”

Sing Wah nodded thoughtfully
ien be looked up
low words of one of his clerks

missing him with a single grunt,

turned to Drake.

ins
be

“*Phere's not much tlme”™ he said
| sofrty, “They are on the trall al
rendy.”

“Who?"

“The police.” He motioned Drake (o
a chalr In the little aleove, where they
stood and went on: "Stay here a mo-
ment 1 will see for myself” He

puiled & lever, and the room swung
sroupd tll the door was opposite him,
With long, slender fiugers he slipped
back the panel and vanlshed

Ruth lay on a couch, open eyed and
white faced. Beside her a richly dreas-
o Chinese woman crouched,

whiaper-

*] have come to take you back to your
frienda™

ing soothingly At sight of Sing Ruth
Gallop soddenly sat upright o silent
horroer

“1 beg your pardon, wise,”™ Slug wuld
in his sliklest English.  “1 bave conu
to take you back te your fricnd !
slde ™

The girl shrapk back.  “No, bo. 0 !
she moaned. They are Dol o
friends.” |

“surely Harry Wiikerson Bit
wogueted ernftily, to how the |
Iny

“Wilkerson o !

wis he bhere?

Her toue con 't he
to know. e 1 ' s tho %
to lave ald w i i gone
n ecord, which et . Ik |

-

“] amm morry, madooy” e salkd quict

ly. "ot 1 shull bove to ask you (o
cllmb up this. 10 W ondy sofe way
out" He id oue hand geutly on her
nrm,

Naw, Ruth was ( ul]hrruln bired, wigh
all the projudices for snd mgalest the
| Chlunmsn, b w rvuuul At that in

ltlil.lt thoere wos o cimsh of @ shatiered
door o the distaner and the sound of
mwen wikiug v exvited oues,
“You wmuet come,” sald Sing
1 will fake you W a place of safeiy. |
All 1 ask of you s w follow me and
be allenst™
His carpesiness was unmisiakabie,
yiolded,. A moment later
stood 9o = small lneding

place above the qllllﬁl !h-

aud Hstened to the |

ll.

Wah carefully drew up the ndder
colled It agatn on the woodon
that bnd releassd It Them he
way down n dark prasage (o staire
by & mere gllmmer of gas. Roth deew
pack, but be indieated thai she et
g0 oo, Even ns she obeyed his fmpe
rione geathre there mag out the muaf-
fad elanger of revalver shota.  THhen
of donrs vieliling
ts of wrathfel

.?i

wanin crte the woundd
to Hlolomce and the shion
men

King Wah bhurtied her on, down
steps, nlong shadowy o g Wy

L) mik 1

i & 1
conl, sult bresth r fove AL her
feet she aaw the glimn and
a bout rikding toe Qulek
Iy amd siloutiy Sing Wab drew the B
te crult alongside nod x joned 1o bee
to get in

By this time the tumuit had died
down 10 & mere muttering of shots
with an occasional yell, mufiled
walls and the distance. Bhe sta

tenrfully about her, at the great arches
of dripping brick overhend, at the little
landing under foot, at the dark vista
Of the tunuel tbrough which the water

aied loa mlahlng tide, She drew

lil\l‘l&
| back and let her voice vne —v-ORE ""“‘

i forlorn scream, the pent up agony ..
, many hours, ber final call for help
againat the dark powers that hod sels-

| ed upon ber, -

With swift strength Bing Wah reach-
ed out his slnewy arms, ralsed her wp
and seated ber in the stern of the boat
A moment Inter he had cast off the
: painter and shipped the onrs. The hoat
slipped sllently awany on the current
! Into the murk

‘ . L] - L] * - .
After some tilk betwaon the offlcers
Ydohn Darr wias nformed that if he
likad they wonld enter Ring Wah's
and make 0 thorough senrrh
' “Not that 1 think we'll find noything
it anybody 2] one of () [
men, "but it never doas nny harma Lo
:'.!.- a look-soe through Sing Wabh
nd the Heuter owr
ow Lt th hiit
A In il th 1
i 1 [ i
1 du
i
wid
Tl |
Wl
b | [
W n
wvil b

Wilks T iwed | .
pals This’) t [ . in
Come on, wen '’

With wonderful quickoes

ier

T

| dinposed his men so that ever)y W
exit wis g rded I'en ot i
to John te follow i
up 1o the shop door and entered

Followed ngfin a futlle puriey wi
i Chinese whoe profe Lt §

llnnguage but bis ow! &1

|ant's quick ear enocht n '

| something moving Jdi boebilod ¢

Ilrlum~-=u- clerk. Brasl « liln T
he smasbed in the door i the rt
tion and sirodle Into the Laliwn [
yond Joht Lhur wa lissis 8L 0
hiels

I'he pnext fow mowents werg to [
oog (o Jobn's memonry the ®

est of bis life

“Be careful™ warned hy \
| “The ruscals mny start shooting
Even ns L spoake 1herd
flash dJdown the dn
Dorr stnegered haol
“Unly my uj By ' w1
“Uome an! is
him e at 1
An Instan o i oo
evindricul ] \

nim, bur the Lk ot L
M “This » wWiaa blie ne
fouristy’ tion, Lt me e ¢
Bro of youor

wound (o b
i 1L LG B
iWhy ni Lo

Exam!nnthon proved ths
slight. They glanced up |
the doorway awlng slow iy
ruum Py ol vl

*“Trappd by smohe
tennut He Inld a =urinpg banud on
Dore's sron. “hoep ok, We've losd
our direclions nud wy st wall u b
ment il we dicover wlhers that door

*winid the Net

Wah, | Way "

Bo they stood hesitunt for o few e
onde A ponel sljygesl open, m Lo
wall and & weinau's {ace appoared 1
an lmmtant. Swift ar the Chlua wosmy
was b poilew offluer wan oojokar

(Lonl i &

&




