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lAPTER XI.
In and Hit Wiles.

BY

the the the

OitB stood stupid!7
ttt the papers which
found In the locked
of the dresser. Ills

It the desk had only
Itie matter darker, so

to the room to puz

the facts In order
'Qrst was that Kutli

l'W York to ueal with
oney for improvement

"Master Key " The second was
she bad evidently not been able

fund Everett and had started west
The third was that she had

fcn in this very room. There lay the
era that represented tlio mlno and

rvalue. But bow where bow could

lis senses returned, and
f proceeded to wire Everett's office In
kw York, with the result that he was

In of his address In
Francisco.

So Everett's here, too." he mutter- -

fc- "That is stranger yet I guess It
time I dropped In. Now to find

of
e thrust the packet of papers in his
fcet and then withdrew them and.
Vid them again into the dresser
:Ver. Jle bad a dim notion that

mtgbtcomo back for them. Then
ed to the St Francis hotel

.vuULt, ,vuu nug iu--
'I J 1

'i sfSuAvW what his common
LJjjHIm was the logical method

. . the tannic he went down
iiVi U M ninl nntnrml intn PfttirpTSJl.

clerk. Meanwhile his eye
the register. Opposite tho

ber of tho room he now occupied
w a heavily scrawled "Mrs. J,
ell' and daughter."
frowned, and tho clerk Eald sym

.etlcally, "You must have a nasty
ache?"

ve," John returned. "Met with
dent in an auto that rather up
" He laid his linger on the reg
nd, controlling his voice, went
f casually, "I see Mrs. Darnell

here."
Dorr's secret amazement the clerk
c leaning across the

to whisper, "Ah, you know her?"
anted specially to see her." John

ocatcd. "Is sho here?"
Is not and sho left in a very

o way," the clerk oxpiaineu
y. "Sho camo here last evening
her danehter. I cave them the
you have now. Along In 'the late
she suddenly came down with

Mr and told mo that
HI

lVhiirimlifi

s know Mr. Darnell very well?"
! L'octi taken very ill and alio
i7!i!!j her to a hospital. There
oupte of man with ber, and the

4.i--- ti didn't; Uk flu, look of
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the whole affair, so ho followed them." j frora. to
Was the girl very fair haired an- d- I aal ,css cuudkoicss oi eiirion. nor

and bountiful?" Dorr managed to ask
In nu Indifferent tone.

responded the elt-rk- . and-dcul- y

matching his guest's ' urn n tier.
"If you want to find Mrs. Darnell
maybe the house detective got ber ad-

dressor tho address of tlio hospital
they took the girl to."

Presently, In response to a summons,
appeared the detective, who scanned
John's somewhat bruised face

saying nothing until the clerk
explained that Mr. Dorr wished, if pos-
sible, to get into with
Mrs. Darnell. "

"The best I can do Is to Qnd the taxi
driver for you," ho said slowly, still
studying John's stalwart figure. "Ho
may be out ou the stand now. Let's,
see."

As they passed out the detective con
tlnued ."Do you know Mrs
Darnell very well?"

There was that in tho man's tone
that made John pause before answer-
ing. He glanced at the cool. Impas-
sive face and caught the glint of the
steady eyes.. He took n sudden rc30lu
tlon.

"I believe you're really Interested in
this matter, Dorr said briefly. "Sup-pos- o

we talk this over before hunting
tho taxi chauffeur."

"I was merely cjirlous, that's all,"
was the murmur.

"That girl Is not her John
continued. "I havo reason to believe
that It Is Miss Until Gnllon, tho heir-
ess to the 'Master Key' mine, whom she
Is His passion blazed
forth In spite of his self restraint. "1

must find her and save-her.-

"Might I ask what relation you are

mavmnuM jcwTutxiAN
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businesslike

possession

mysterious,

nncpnsclous

"Slrignpbro rTiHailelp'hla-w- as

"Precisely."

thought-
fully,

communication

hesitatingly,

noncommittal
daughter."

abducting."

January

somber
stupidity.

replete
adventure

emadruplo

rascals'muBt

wanted

night,
va-

rious customers
barter.

pirate
smuggler

vanish

Among hundreds
themselves

pe-

riods several

compelled refuge

Hnrry Wilkerson
brilliantly

recognized

perceived

to never forgetful, always Intelligently
watching passed before

oddity actiona acknowledged Wllkcrson's adept-H- e

briefly explained position at persistency. several
wardship of heiress, partners mutual

profit
suspected Wilkerson describing
carefully.

of enough." in in
detective. man-nlm- ost

niu't kidnaped
hungry. appo- -

mistaken." assented
Darnell

occasional dropped nnn,ii app0tltes."
Wilkerson. wilkerson "I you're

went Jmv?n.t
wo''' pride. pidgin Engljsb

l0in.,MS ,n8tea(1
to urvhlclt BpenWuB ,)erfect

tectlvo
before.

"Driver, us moroUBly folrvtliat
hurry

tnamaBchauffeur

"There .jjjj.- - i,,. Oxonian

leaned from
weut on onmestly:
they Jumped in rolled oft.

It seemed of lite
according to wouuui,

'
I stepped on njacUnu

hastened toward
cific hospital. Uut when
Chinatown "sf""

here In
reached cortnbj

apot"
"I woudVrlug - to myself

wluther I eould It"
spoiwe try.

clutch
M

toward California alraet Prr
Icaued i);u nralnst cuabloaa with

n.si at
toward barely heurd

companion'.- - "lSvldsnt'y

clothes Liuyuugo
evidences. As'
ChlniKc fioulty of

frequently tbun
brother ou equal social plane.

Sing Wah Sing, ho
Indifferent called, ou wurdly
atolid,, Cblnesff.if crtiln

His plcturo In

r

tcclturn than Yet lit spite
his clothes and of

Sing Wall was a
of mark, uatin u history
with too seldom

I crime.
I If the ordinary criminal could have
nn a store he' would

i his proflts. Uut common run of
steal and fly. Their post-offic- e

address Is figment
at when opportunity knocks.

Sing Wall knew this, It wns his
boast for thirty years any ono

blm, cither day night,
could blm.

So he at tho of his little
after blinking

through wooden screen at
In to trade

year after they
to his door, tho the

thief, tho robber, and
ho took toll of tbem passed
them Whither? Sing Wah never
told. And because did tell they
camo back with greater rich-
er and ho again passed them
through bis storo to utterly
from the haunts of the pur-
view of the police.

the who
availed Sing Wah's aid
was Wilkerson, who, during dark

of his bad times
run athwart barriers of the law
and been to seek

he could.
was not In

ways he was endowed.
He Slug superiority
to all In tho great out-
witting tho Ho beneath

mask alert, active, stu
mind which was ever vigilant.

lady?" asked detjj,
mildly. tho world that

John stared at him and then ronllzed bis filmed eyes. The Chinese had, as
o his and words, well,

his ness In deals
mine his the they had o their
He also went Into ditall as to whnt be

of. him aro a very g00(i follow. Har
ry gng Wah had as

was ono sure oraiik tea little the
agreed the "But heir- - roar you are a sn,art
esses being days like aH gtuart HB i am. But you are too
these out of hotels like this." You cannot resist your

"I may be John tUe8 NoWf rut, made a slI.ut ges.
wearily. "All I know of Mrs. turo of tngtngto wlth his brown
Is from words by unvo

I suppose we might nodded. guess
get clow as to where th6y any- - right mg W(jll you cve

You talk to
After some scarcb.oftho long of tjm tl0 rust of

tnxls they came the do- -
luo y6u

Identified ns the one Mrs. Dar--
kmiW

noil hod taken night '
Tl fl m (or t hu.

take where you did those .., ahvay8 l
fares who were n uch a 'aa t C(1,
night." he detective ordered

Tho shook his hand. "You " op,

can search me for the ho r
Ule draw,

turned. t i .n

The driver out his aat
and "You know
how and wo
Well. it wns n cfiso
and death, the
and and,

some tho North Pa
wo got into

rcfll

the
Chi- -

the nlab uaiiMl
1 rMS0" ny-n.- i

told tne to drive Uu mm mM'osi

got out front, wuli in, and
when we u spot ttwj
nil beat It"

"Can you tuko tbaf
wits Just

(lud wa ttm ro
"nut in

left the line uud
JBHH

u tUe
a stran :e s Inst
way

uud
rum, eveh the

Imagination more
ou

Wah,
'y ws a

du'I yed
ace.

more he.
air

mini
a with

and.
with

office or

a They
home

and
that

who
find

back
store night

the the
who came

And year
Came and

on.
be Hot

loot

men and

many, had
of

career,

a fool.
some

others game
law.

stolid
dlous

young
tlve

uud been

"you
once

"He tuey a room
young

lean

a
any

))ave
last

wasn

had slapped thighs In delight
Tlwrwfter lie ti a peculiar pleasure
in watrbtni sini; aaaumed silent
BtUpiJlt. It with what
lie Inx'w t the pnfn behind

It to U llkeiKon the
f,,r

tu
iuatm er ehsrrl'iB ii hm mitter,

us to

startod

muruiur,

us

or

general

or

or

booty,

uo

in'
rwntures.

lirlsU tlH police uikiit be "And
T ir.vv tlimii'lit .v!iii"e i!ch

ou will llk." btt went on. "Come
with ui' "

t wa- that showed Wllld-r- -

(j liudrical room which a

Ho threw In hta tul tfcu ear ' uml wvoltad at a on

the hill

i f bfhw on bis
bis; nl. He

l lexer
"DtafnmiK atiitrr comiueatad t.

poltev finri that they'll
laud "

Slog W.i'i I I lti opened In faint
Umlle. "I linn it them. And the

thov took Into tho irnrt of fhlnatown
Chinatown.' ' Will cll.i'e 1,1

Wo usually qrcdlt th oriental With j the horroih '
llttl.. nr tin Iniairhuirlon nuttltfuf? to tall
his art, his liU

the fuet
uses tl- -

his
white

as was

uu
was the

of

blank

uut

the

lire
not

sat

the and
bla and

and

tho

where

Wah's
of

the the

the tho

the
the and

told him
them,- -

But

lino ,.,,

tho

tho

no

bis

bU

Willi's
liB1'

dull
waa that

ouo of

Imw
out

tiin bo

iu the bad
touch

"If 'lie
sure 'Hi

fir
hor

It" 'the

- I iw abdut it and
m' i furn trip througii

' iM ouad. as they
:iri-.- - Ktenid, "Let

fhoin play wWi uili Clings while I me
the brains n r-- u tne. And yet
nometlme Hint iricK room may servo
x purpose."

Thus It ' ' v" '"nit that Harry Wil-
kerson, tfrUo ui wits' end to ac-
complish his c 3isus, bethought him of
Sing Wub ti l t i'Ij drovo Jean Dar
wll and Drake before liliu.

, ToMi. Dnrnell'ii credit It must bo
laid that alio rebelled strongly. But

"Yob've got to do the trick."

the stake was too great to risk, and she
bitterly consented to Wllkcrson's has-

tily outlined plan of hiding Huth away
lomewbere InfSlng Wall's precincts un-

til they coulilfipnce more get their plans
Into workInffirder.

Before sliwould lenve tho plaro
the must Indeed sec Sing Wah himself.

"Will tbeJgTrl bo safo hero?" sho de-

manded. 'Wfft
Tho Chinese looked at her flushed

and passlonaTo beauty In sllenco until
sho rcpcniejjlhor question. Then ho
said quletlyTand In his own exquisite-
ly modu laltey English ; "You need havo
little feaiJEpe servants are honest
and dlscrcctr' And" he let his eyes
meet hersful "I think it is possible
that sbelsjsafer now than she has
been for some tltnc. Good night mad- -

nmt"
While Wikersou and Mrs. Darnell

had becn'huTrledly arranging matters
with SlngWah, Drake had gone In

search of lodgings nearby. He found
them In what had once been a noted
hotel, wblcb'had fallen Into sad decay.
It wns In the faded rooms he engaged
bore that the thrco met to consult on
the futurcjS?

"The first thing to do Is to get hold
6f those deds and papers she hns In
her grip." said Wilkerson. "I wonder
you dldu't- - think to get them before.
Joan."

The woman's eyes lit with dull
hatred, but she made no answer. She
watched him fuss with the locks of the
hand satchel which she had Indicated
as the one In which Ruth carried her
valuables. When It opened and Wil-

kerson thrust his clutching fingers
downward Into It Mrs. Darnell leaned
forward as If In protest He pnld no
Attention to her, but continued bis
search with ever increasing haste. At
last he straightened up with an oath
80 venomous and deadly that even,
Drake shrank back.

"The deeds aren't here," Wilkerson
aid thickly. "She's hidden them!"
"But where?"
This question seemed to break 's

almost steely intensity of pur-
pose. The question put bis wbolo prob-
lem before him In two words but
where? .ne.sljlfted his eyes from the
emptied satchel to the curtained win-
dow. Instantly there leaped before
him the picture of tho truck turning
slowly over In the gulch, of tho huge
billow of smoke, of the little lances of
Are that charged through the dry un
dergrowth as If to preserve to the
flames their prey. Was it for this that
ho was a murderer? The curtain blew
Inward before some vagrant wind from
tho bay, and "Wilkerson drew back in
terror.

"What is it Harry?" demanded Mrs.
Darnell, instantly taking alarm.

"Nothing," he said sullenly. "I was
Just thinking of something." Ho turn-
ed on Drake. "You've got to do the
trick," he went ou.

'How's that?" demanded tho young'
or man.

Wilkerson eagerly formulated his
his plan, ticking off the points on the
tips of his quivering fingers.

"First you're Everett, turned up nt
last You find her"

"In Chluntown!" sneered Drake.
"You can easily gain her confidence

and get hold of the papers, nud

Drakc laughed uglily. "1 look like
the kind of Joker who would dress up
as a banker and then proceed to renew
my client's acquaintance in n Chinese
Joint How am I supposed to know
she's there? I tell you, Wilkerson, that
you can't travel straight even when It
pays you. Why In God's narao you
over took that girl to that place of
Sing Wah's is beyond my comprehen-
sion. Any place would have been bet
ter. Now you havo put tho heads of
all of U3 In a noose. You know what
people will say when" ,

"They'll say nothing." said Wilker-
son furiously, and he proceeded once
more to arguo that Drake could easily
continue to Impersonate Everett and
In that gutso carry their schemo to its
profitable conclusion. In splto of bis
eagerness and sophistry ho was unnblo
to move cither Drake or Mrs. Darucll
from their nttltudo of frightened con-
tempt At last Drake agreed to do his
best to make rtutb trust him.

"But I don't like this Impersonation
business," he said flr.-nly-. "I might go
to a hotel and hand In my broker's
wrd and ask for an Interview, but I
Jiavcn't lost ray senses."

"Well." growled Wilkerson. "Just see
to it Hint you worm out of her where
thoso papers jire "

CHAPTER XII.
Crossed Wires.

T HUS It happened that Just
whon Drake entered Sing
Wah's unpretentious door-
way tho taxi with tho hotel

detectivo and John Dorr drew up in a
side street uud stopped.

"It was hero they left me," said tho
chauffeur sulkily.

Tho detectivo and John got out and
stared about them. They were In tho
lower part of Chinatown, a single tier

f blocks that stretched beyond the
bouuds toward the bay -- not in tho
quarter, but of it

"Which way did thoy take tho girl?"
said tho practical detective.

The. driver led them around the cor

1r Hi'- ,

ncr and up nn alleyway, ttb pointed place above tlio cylindrical room.
to 81ns Wuh's door. "I think they
wont In there." he muttered.

"Ahr sflld the detectivo thoughtful-
ly. "When 1 was on the police force
I used to know that Chtnnmnn. He's
the smoothest rascal In America, bar
none."

John grilled his teeth In helpless
rngc. "And soe'a In that (Terid's foul
clutrhM," he Rroonpil aloud.

At this moment a polfcemnn came
nlonc nnd John's companion
faml lnriy In a few words the ens
was explained to lilm. I

"You won't find anything, of course."
tho officer remarked. "But Just for
satisfaction let's hnve a look-se- e and a
chin-chi- n with Sing Wfl h." '

They entered the shOji Just as n Chi
ncso was closing n panel door after
Drake, who had come to miike his
promised nttempt to win Ituth's confi-

dence. Sing Wah was nowhere to be
seen.

After some futile parley with the
Chinese, whose Ignorance was com
plcte In every detail, the two officers
agreed that they were wasting time.

"Old Sing's tho boy to see," said
the house detective. "Let's wait
awhile." .

Now, Sing Wah had pondered the
affair during the night and the more
he thought over having a lovely white
girl In the cylindrical room the less
ho liked It It wns deadly dangerous.
Courts might bo lenient with the smug-
gler nnd tho Sing Wah
knew that If even a suspicion got

' abroad that a young white womnn was
Imprisoned In his quarters a ravening
mob would tear his place stick from
stone nnd hang blm without trial. He
wut determined to get the girl away
Immediately, So he was unfclgnedly
glod to see Drake.

Drake attempted to oxplaln what
Wilkerson wanted, but tho Chinese cut
him short ' "

"Harry Is Insane," ha said quietly
"Ho Is mud over that wofhtui. 1 have
done all I can. You must' got ber out
of here."

"But how?" demanded Drake. "She
doesn't know me very well, and she'll
scream hor head off, nnd I'll be nrrest-ed- ,

and we'll all be In a muss."
Sing Wah nodded thoughtfully.

Then he looked up nud listened to tho
low words of one of his clerks. Dls--

mLsslng a grunt, :'
w fearfully about at tho gTent arcbea

softly.
ready."

"Who?"
"Tho police." He motioned Drake to

a chair In tho little alcove,' where they
stood and went on: "Stay here a mo-mer- it

I will see for myself." Ho
pulled a lever, and- the room swung
around till the door was opposite him.
With long, slender fingers he slipped
back the panel and vanished.

Buth lny on a couch, open eyed nnd
white faced. Beside her a richly dress-
ed Chfneso woman crouched, wblsper- -

"I have come to take you back to your

ing soothingly. At sight of Sing Buth
Gallon suddenly sat upright In silent
horror.

friends."

"I beg your pardon, miss," Sing said
In his silkiest English. "I have come
to tuke you back to your friends out
side."

Tho girl shrank back. "No, no. no!"
she moaned. "They arc uot my
friends."

hy

Surely Harry WtIkersonM Sing
suggested craftily, to see how tho land
lay.

"Wllksrsont" she whispered. ..'Is he
-- was ho bore?" :

Hor tone conveyed nil that luivlshid
to know. lie motioned to UHL' woman
to leavQ nud wliwi she was gBjjfi pulled

cord, which let dou a llfht rope
ladder. .

ly, "but I snail uava o .asu you 10

climb up this. It is tho onfir safe wtty
out" Ho laid oue baud gently on bar
arm. J

Now, Buth was Callfornm bred, with
all tho prejudices for against the
Chinaman. Sho screamed. At tltat In-

stant there was u crush of a shuttered
door In tho distance and tho sound
men talking In excited tones.

"You must come." said Sing Wah,
I "I will take you to u placo of sufety.

All 1 USK 01 0U IS IU lUUU'Y uio uuu
bo silent"

Ills carncstuess was unmistakable,
and Buth yielded. A moment later
ttwsr ,UMb stood uo a email landlnir

Wah carefully drew up tho ladder a
colled It again on tho wooden trlgmjer
that had released It Then he led ta .
way down n dark passage to stnl'ra Itt-b-

a mere glluuiiHr of gas. nut'h drew
back, but Indicated that she most
go on. Even ns she obeyed his Impe-rwus

pasture there ranit out tho muf-
fled clangor of revolver nhots. Then
nualn en mo the wind of doors yielding; ,

to violence nnd the shouts of wrnthfui
men.

Sing With hurried her on. down
steps, along shadowy paswiRCWnyB and

"You must come," said Smg Wan.

under low arches till hUc felt a suikWn

cool, salt breath on her face. At her
fcet she saw the glimmer of water and
a boat riding to a long iwlntor. Quick--'

ly and silently Sing Wsh drew the lit-

tle craft ulougsldo and motioned to het
to get In. '

By this time the tumult bad died
down to a mere muttering of shots

nn nnnnalnnnl mtlfllnrl tl.
him with single he j

inrneu ber,

a

and

of

he

of tho tunnel through which the water
.-- ,1 In n nwlqhlntr tlAV RhO drew

back and let her voice ,. --
u

forlorn scream, the. pent up agony
ninny hours, her final call for help
aga!nsttrn-darf- c powers that had seiz-

ed upon her.
With swift strength Sing Wah reach-

ed out his sinewy arms, raised her up
and seated ber In tho stern of tho boat
A moment later be had cast off tho
painter and shipped tho oars. The boat
slipped silently away on the current
Into the murk.

After some talk between the officers
John Dorr Wifs Informed that If he
liked they would enter Sing Wah's
and make a thorough search. '

"Not that I think we'll find anything
or anybody." said ono of the police-
men, "but It never does any barm to
take n look-se- c through Sing Wah's,
and the lieutenant Is coming down
now to take charge."

A moment later that officer arrived,
and John Dorr miiile his tale as eoa-vlni'i-

us possible. The lieutenant
si ellied dubious. '

Ml iMii't like the old rascal to ran
his hetid into dauyer t(int way." he In- -
Kisted. "I think yon are on toe wrong;
trail Who did you say was tne 1M11

Who dld.nll thlr
"Wllket-Ho- II an-- . Wilkerson," John

answered bitterly.
'Wilkerson'" repeated toe lieutenant

"That puts another color on tlw mut-
ter Wllkeixm and Stuff Wah uaert tm
be pals. Thls'll
Come ou, men."

bar looking Into.

Wltb wonderful qtiickueea the officer
disposed hi men so that every kuowi.
exit was guarded. Then he motioned
to John to follow hlin and went boMly
up to the shoudoor nnd entered.

Followed'' qgulu n futile parley wlt!i
a Chinese who professed to kiww u --

language but his owu. The lleuteii
ant's quick ear caught a sound or
something moving directly behind tln
impassive clerk. BriiHlilua; him aakle.
he smashed In the door In the imrtl-tlo- n

and strode Into the hallwny be-

yond. John Dorr was vloe at Idn
heels.

The next few moments were to llvf
long In John's memory as the strang-
est of his life.

"Be careful!" warned the QfietH
"The rascals may start shooting,".

Even ns lie spoke there was a rudely
flash down the dark alleyway, aad
Dorr stiiKiwred Iwck-"Onl-

ray arm." tie muttered.
"Come on! Dou't erlve m aHotfcaf'

chnnee nt us here! Rush 'em!"
An Instant later tbey Stood In Up

cylindrical room. John stared ' nit
blm, but the lieutenant merely re ri:
nl. "This room was (Mtllt merely

couKuuiution Ljit me aw th i

"I am sorry, madam," hj said quiet-- lrm or yours!"

Examination proved the wound to bo
slight Thoy glanced up from it to see
tho doorway swlug slowly away us tlio
room revolved.'

'Trapped, by smoke!" said the lieu-

tenant. Ho Jald a warning hand on
Dorr's uruM 'Keep qulit. We've Iom.

our directions uud we must wait u, ui- -

mont till wo discover whore that door-
way is."

So tbey stood hesitant for n few sec-

onds. A panel siii-pc- open, la t
wall and u woman s f we uppenred f --

an iustnut Bv. jft 0" th - Chinaworn i

waa. th joav rifflj ir Vf s " iTr l

(Continued oB.Fourth FaffC)
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