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wnlking en the terrace of the
Castle of Halberg, nt that
lute Freiherr von Stumm, whom the
emperor often visited.
came secretly irritated at the frequent
wisits of his imperial guest, for certain-
gpecial telegruph to Berlln and a spe
cial post office, and the finding of ne
al attendants, each visit must have
cost poor old Von Btumm a consider-

I had nlready heen busy upstalrs in
the room allotted to me, and had caine
welcome sunshime, suddenly 1
saw the emiperor In a sult of brown

He seemed to be in a humorous mood
and Joked with me as 1

Suddenly he halted,
eoliecting something and
pome of our pape
mentsT

“Ah! then please
with envelopes upon my table
rlers.”

#Ton courlers?™ I echoed In surprise,
or more.”

Just before elght o'clock that night
walting below, and on  descending
found six of the imperinl messengers
affairs, ready to travel anywhere, even
to the uttermost ends of the earth.

On Informing his majesty, the lat~
ter handed to me about thirty of the
ments of the highest importance,” ad-
dressed In his own hand to varlous of-
other prominent people in all parts of
the empire.
gendorfl,” the emperor sald. “The mes-
sengers are to bring us replies”

“Yes. In every case™ he answered,

Then 1 carried the batch of corre-
the uature of this latest activity In
private letter-writing, I banded them
and distributed them among them-
selves,
sere belng conveyed to varlous parts
of the emplre.

Yound the kaiser laughing quletly to
himself, and wondered what could he

U,
O\ K May morning in 1807 1 was
time In the posscssion of the
I think, however, that our host be-
ly what with the establishment of the
commodation for the crowd of person-
able amonut. ”
out to tuke u walk in the warm and
glvilian clothes striding towards me.
him.
“Heltzendor®
“Cert
wire to Berlin to send here 1I»-u ol
“Yes, ten. I may want even twelve
1 was lnformed that the couriers were
and four from the winlstry of forelgn
A Stupendous Hoax.
grent blue envelopes containing “docu-
ficers of state, princes, princesses, and
“These are to be taken at once, Helt-
“In every cnse?” I nsked,
spondence below, and much puzzied at
o the couriers, who sorted them out
Half an hour later the documents
When I returned to the study I
the reason. He signed some docu-

a broad gmlle would cross his usually
Bterh features.

» Until a week afterwards I did not
learn the cause of the imperinl merri-

high appolntments; the admtral of the
grund fleet belleved that war had been
declared ; and Insignificant forelgn di-
plomats were under the Impression
that the emperor had at last delgned
to notice them,

The whole thing was a huge joka In-
vented by the kalser on the castle ter-
race, and the court and the lmperial
family were In fits of lnughter over it
for a week,

A Meossage to the Emperor,

One afternoon when we wm_het
agnin at the palace at Potsdam the
emperor was explalning to me a cer-
taln order he wished carried out. Prea-
ently one of the flunkeys entered with
a private note for his majesty. The
emperor read It, and Instantly I saw
that his countenance grew pale and

swwart e has heen |
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his manner changed.

He read 1t agaln, and then resrend
his lps compressed, his éyebrows
rowed, and his cheeks unduly pale
und

rds he strock n mateh
letter ln the grale,

*o no doubt
I « t gueas, begiuse he
. telilng me fo

cottained
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sudgenly
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An hour later 1 learneéd that the em-
peror had left Potsdam, He had by
receipt of that letter evidently become
geriousiy <perturbed.

I called the flunkey who had handed
him the missive and questioned him.
He had recelved it from another serv-
ant who had received It from someone
else, until at last I discovered that It
had been handed by a young girl to
one of the sentries on duty outside the
palace, who In due course had sent It
in to hils majesty. !

While passing along one of the cor
ridors that evening T met bald-headed
old Yon Klupfel, who was at that time
grand chamberlain, and he beckoned
me into his cozy room. Then, when the
door was closed, he nsked—

“What has happened? The emperor
has left Incognito and all of a sudden.
The state ball tomorrow night has been
cancelled.”

“Capeelled 1™ T echoed,
the emperor gone?T"

“Nobody knows—except Herman,
his personal valet, whom he has taken
with him.”

that It

“Where has

sCurlons” T remarked, thinking of
the letter, thoueh, of course, T told Von
Klupfel nothing of it. Whatever tran.

within his majesty's study was
alwanys reg i strict secret.
More than one serfous family quarrel
had occeurred there ln my presence,
"Vell, something serious has cer
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that 1 have to sttend to. It would be
as well to tell them st my offiee that
I have been calléd to Hamburg, Can
you hear me?

sperfectly,” was my reply. 1 quite
understn smir orders, e, and will
ytfend 1o them at oned.

- The Hague tomorrow oight®

siiood., And- bring me another suit

clvillan ¢lothes."

Then there wae s suflden buzeing In
the Imstrument, a sharp @iek, and all

1% agaln sllence.

I put down the recelver In wonder.
I saw that to telephone to me at the
palace was impossible, ns it would go
through the exchange there, and some-
body might be listening. For that réa-
son he had sent me & the Adlon, and
from his conversation he was evidently
representing himself at The Hague to
beé a prosperous German merchant, as
he had done at Nice and other places,

At nearly two o'clock in the morn-
ing I passed the sentries on duty, and
re-entered the Potsdam palace. It was
then too lute to give the kaiserin her
husbhand's message, therefore 1 walted
tiil morning, and gave it to her ver
bally when alone with ber In her break-
fast room. .

The empress seemed greatly rellé¥id
when I told her of the telephone eon-
versation, and during the day wrote me
4 note to hand to the emperor on my
urrival ut The Hogue. That night I
left for Holland, and next morning’
duly Ingnired at the Hotel des Indes
for Herr Zeller. 1 was conducted to a
small sulte of rooms on the first foor,
where, dressed Jn a gray suit, his ma-
jesty rose to meet me, smiling at my
astonishment.

“Well, you heard me plainly on the
telephone, eh?" he asked, “Ah, I see
you are surprised that I am here. L,
too, am equally surprised to find my-
self here. And, further, I do not know
how long I shall remain."

“] have brought the clothes™ 1 re-

nd %

tainly occurred. That s my bellef”
declared the old chamberinin, * ‘Uncle’
Zeppelin was coming to the palace to-
morrow on @ visit, and I have Just sent
him o telegrum to postpone his jour
pey.™

“Rut his majesty had two important
engugements tomorrow, and, in addl-
tion. n milltary parade in Berlln” I
sald,

“All 1s canceled, my dear Von Helt-
gendorff,” replled the old fellow. “The
emperor has left for a destinntion un-
known. 1 suppose I had better report
hig nhsence to the lmperial chaneel-
lor?" he added.

“XNo, If 1 were you I would say noth-
ing.” 1 replled. “For some private rea-
gson his majesty has evidently been
foreed to go on n Journey. Without
doubt I shall hear from him tomorrow,
As soon as I do so I will tell you."

A Telephone Messag: From “Herr

My expectntion was reallzed, for the
pext duy just after six o'clock in the
ovening I recelved a telegram dispateh-
ed from Haarlem, in Holland, ordering
me to go to the Adlon hotel, In Berlin,
at once and register there. The con-
cluding words of the message, sent in
English, were: *You will recelve a
telephons call at 10:80 tonight” It
was signed “Zeller,” one of the names
used by the emperor when he travelad
{ncoguito.

[ ordered the car and drove into Ber
itn, tsking with me & small bug, and
enguged & room in Herr Adlon's hotel,
in which was a telephone,

Soon after ten o'clock I told the
telephone operator that If anyone rang
me up I should be ln my room,

Half-past ten came, and then slowly

mente of highest importanse” ench con-
wmly a comle postenrd, which
sror had purchass

wialt to Suarbruck.
The kalser had played s huge inke
those whom he despl sedd, for tho

dellvory of these formidabie imperial

| during »

the bands of the elock passed round to
eleven, and past.

Ruddenly there was @ sharp ring,
and 1 took up the recelver.

A strunge volee sounding far away
| psked for me, and 1 replied 1o the af-
| Armntive,

Then io a few seconds another voige
~which I instantly recognized as the
emperor's—asked in English—

“1s that you, Yoo HeltgendorT? and
havisg recelved my reply, he sald: “1
am Zellor, speaking from the Hotgl

m‘dﬂbﬂ--ﬂutmm Wil you

tell macime I am here? i
Klgptel 1 cancel B =
l."_ e .

Zeller” :

marked, and afterwards drew the em-
press’ letter from my pockat and hand-
ed 1t to him,

“Her mnjesty should have left for
Prague yesterday,” he sald. *Did she
go?

“No. She was still at the palace
when I left at eight o'clock last night.”

The emperor gave vent to a grunt of
dissatisfuction, From the books lylng
gbout his room I gatheréd that he
passed his time in readiog, preferring
not to go out In the day time for féar
of belng recognized. Apprehension on
that score was unnecessary, for the
kalser, shorn of his uniform and deco-
ratlons, presents In civillan attire’ &
very ordinary appearpnce and oot
readily recognizable by the man in the
street, For that reason he was often
able to spend a week In Parls, Nice,
or on the Italian Riviera without any-
body belng the wiser.

Mystery of the Royal S8cheme.

1 engaged a room close to that of
Herr Zeller, and for some hours re
malned with him while ha signed a
number of state papers which 1 had
brought with me, He seemed strangely
anhsent-minded, I thought, but present.
Iy he took up one of the formidable
blue documents which, by the heading,
I saw was an urgent report from the
imperial chuncellor,

“Look, Heltzendorff! Look at thisi"
erled the emperor,

“The chancellor reports that the edi-
tor of the Cologne Gagette has called
at the chancellery and inguired how
long It wns Intended that I should re-
maln out of the country? Think of It
My nbsence 1s known "

“That may be so” I responded, “but
your majesty's whereabouts s une
known to all save her majesty the e
| press”

“Yes, yea,” sald the emperor Impa-

tlently. *But our polles will commence

* making inguiries, nnd I shall be traced
bhere,”
“Why npot leave st onee,” I suggest-
ed, (o the hope of elucidating the truth,
“Aht

plied. *“I wust rom
know for how long 1" :
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1 ghall leave |

That {8 just the unfortunute
polut. 1 s pusble to leave" he re

Further than that he woul§l tell me
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Trom bis countenanee, as he re-rend
Lt document, 1 saw that seclons trow:
ble wns hrewing for somebody. His
mnjesty, spliged by his monia for truvel
very often ob five minutes® no-
tlee leave Potodam and jourtey to the
| furthest end of the empire.  But the
[ pupers wore alwnys at onee informed..
il the kabser pever woant out of is
country without first ncoqnainting the
chapeellor of Ll Intentions, In this
cnse, however, he slipped awey by a
night traln, #nd nobody knew until

next maorning.
The Dark-Halred Woman,

On concluding the correspondence, T
went out for a stroll, when, not far
from the hotel, I notieed a well-dress-
e, rather handsome, dark-haired wom-
un approaching. To me her face seem-
ed famillar, and J was puzzied to know
where T had seen it before,

I passed on, and, entering a cnfe,
sat down to smoke and to think. Mem-
ory of that woman's face still haunted
me. 1 felt that 1 had met her some-
where, and had had good cause to re
member her, yot, for the life of me, I
could not recall the clrcumstances of
our meeting.

An hour later, on returning to the
hotel, I saw her speaking with the con-
clgrge.

8he was evidently staying there,
hence a few minutes afterwards, when
she had ascended the lift, T questionad
the man, and learned that she was
Madame Rosales, from Malagn, In
Spaln. She had arrived with her hus-
band three days ago, but monsieur had
left the snme morning for Paris, and
she was now awalting his return.

The motive of the emperor, usunlly
so restless and pompous, in remalning
virtually a prisoner In the hotel, and
‘posing as a merchunt, wns certainly
most mysterious, and even a chat with
HMerman, his majesty’s chief valet, ell-
cited ne Information.

Thatonight, ns I sat alone eating my
dinner—for Herr Zeller took his meals
In his private sitting room—the dark-
halred woman sat at a table near me.
With her was a pretty girl In a pale
pluk dinner gown, evidently a friend
who lived in the town,

The palr chatted together and laugh-
ed merrlly over thelr meal, while 1
watched them covertly.

Why. I cannot even now tell, but I
held Madame Rosales in distinet suse
plelon, Yet I conld not recollect where
we had met before. Now, however, as
1 sat there In the corner eatigg my
meal 1 felr-convineed that, on, her
part, she had recognized me, and
further, that she had pelnted me out
to her conupanion. .

Later in the evening I made other in-
quiries 1a the hotel, and learned that
Madame had several friends, The eve-
ning that her husband left for Parls
a tall, thin, pale-faced young man had
called upon her after dinner, and had
n long chat with her In a comer In
the lounge. Afterwards they wegf out
together for m short walk, and, return-
ing, he smoked a cigar before he left.
On the following duy another man, of
rather unkempt appearance, called and
lunched with her.

Needless to say, 1 watched madame
_earefully, and managed during that
evening to cutch severnl glances of her.
After the palr had dined they spent a
ghort time in the lounge, where they
| poth smoked clgarettes, Then, it belug
a beautiful moonlit night, they put on
thelr coats and weat for a stroll.

The Emperor Peeps In,

B0 Interested had 1 become in the
woman that I followed, nnd, unsus-
pected, 1 dogged thelr footsteps for
pearly half a mile, untll they entéred a
dark, forbidding-looking house which
faeed n weedy cnnak

When the door opened a man greet-
ed them, and slipping in quickly, they

pred.
g' ~were there for over an hour—

yet 1 rematined keeplog constant vigll,
untfl st last madame emorged alone,
reteacing her steps burrledly
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As'T sat with him attending to some

and taking down &
number of instructions regarding tm-
portant matters at the Wilhelmstrasse,
be suddenly broke off and told me
how he had, on the previous night,
spent an hour deinking Duteh beor®at
that popular resort of tradesoien and
their wives, the Royul Brussorie,

“Nobody recognlznd me," he langh-
ed. "I found out that they sold the
hest beer one enn get ont=slde Germauy,
and I really enjoyed 1t T seat for you,
bit you had alrendy gone out. Did
you go to the thenter?”

“No” wos my reply, ahd then 1 told
him proctically whnt I have relatéd in
the foregolug lines,

“How curlous ! exclaimed Lls ma«
Jesty, T wonld much like 1o see this
mysterfons Spanist lady. She must be
interesting.” °

At first 1 tried to dissuade him, but
he wns so persistent that I described
at which table she sat at lunch, and It
was agreed between us that while we
were eating our meal he shonld come
to the door of the dining room und
peep ln.

This the emperor did, and cleverly,
too, for she never saw him, being at
that moment engaged o mnrqtm
with a walter.

When 1 rejoined him in his voom

he sald: “No, Heltzendorff, I have nev-
€r seen her before.”
. *Well, majesty,” I declared. “T am
certaln 1 have seen her or her photo-
graph somewhere, and that she Is not
what she represents herself to be.”

“She's an adventuress most proba-
bly,” replled the emperor. “Many womn-
en are. Indeed, it I8 difficolt to dis-
cover one who does not adventure el-
ther in love, in politics, or In crime.”

A Trip to Berlin for Information.
His words lmpressed nie. An hour
later I went fo a photographer's and
arraoged for a surreptitious portrait
to be taken of Madnme Rosales the
next time she took a walk, +

All' day the young photographer
haunted the vicinity of the hotel until
the light faded. Yet pext morning ns
she enme out he snapped her without’
her knowledge, and in three hours 1
had a rough print of it In my pocket.

That night, after writing down &
great mass of memoranda, instructions
to various departments of the state, I
left agaln for Berlin, with orders to
ring up Herr Zeller on the telephone
from some unsuspiclons place every
night at ten o'clock.

1 returned to the Berlin Schloss ab-
solutely mystified, nnd-next day spent

]
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ters, and glving them the emperor's
Then at about six o'clock

“I've been awny on a Journey”
sald, “and mesting the woman, I
thought her susplcious.”

“And If my memory Serves me prop-
erly 1 think, Count, that your suspl-
clona are very well grounded,”

“WhyT' 1 asked.

“Let us walt for the report from oyt-
side,” replied the old fellow. Then, In
order fo turn the conversation, ho usk-
ed news of Bals, who was at that wmo-
. ment the detective in nttendunes on
the kalser's person, and whose vigl-
tnnce the ewperor bod, of course, evads

ed.
“Oh! He's at Potsdam," I
1 haven't seen hiw lately, m

‘\cg:.m on o misslon.”

g

very dnngerous ope, toe, If she
foot inte Germmny, we should have
her nt onge under lock and key.™

Why .

*Beouuse It 15 knotwn that thers s a
conepirncy on foof, orgunized by that
lengue In Geneva, agninst his msjosty
the amperor. We hid news of It from
the Swiss poliee w month ago™

L]

empororY” 1 askod, much stirtled,

“There certafoly 15 in Genevn," re:
piled Lelhbennd,  “Ar the preseit-mo-
mant we nire watching for this daneer’s
appenrance in Germang. 1 thonght I
wis not nistaken when I first saw her
pletare.”

1 stood In that bare offiefnl room ut-
terly staggered. I dared not tell those
two men the truth or give them warn.
ing of the emperor's peril,

I saw, however, that I must act in-
stantly. In five minutes I had gathered
that the woman was one of the most
dangerons annrchists in Burope, and I
also rvealized that my memory had
served me very well, inasmuch as I
had seen her pleture In an Hlostrated
paper o yeur before, when she had
been arrested In Rome In connection
with an alleged nttempt upon the life
of the king. e

“Herr Letbbrand, will you please
write down for me the facts you have
Just related ¥ I urged.

“Most certalnly,” wiag his reply, and
taking up his pen he scribbled the
truth, signing It with a flourish.
Elghteen hours Iater I ascended In
the lift at.the Hotel des Indes to the
sulte occupled by Herr Zeller,

s thive reéally o plot, ngilnst the |

Without waste of time I prodoced
the snapshot photograph and asked
him whether he recognlzed i,
“Certuinly,” was his reply. “It Is
Madame Rosales” ndding, Taughingly,
“I bécane negualnted with her and
her husband In & curlons manner jn
the lift last night,. We were ascending
together, madame, who wwe a soft
blue evening blouse, standing next to
me. Unfortunately the button on the
wrist of my coat enaght In the slesve -
of her blonse and tore it very badly, I
apologized for ruining the blouse, and
Insisted that her husband should send
the damaged gurment to me so that 1
might _replace It with something bet-
ter. It urrived only five minutes ago,
and s In that little box over there,”
and he indicated a eardboard box ly-
ing upon the couch, ' .
“Ah! You haven't opened It, T see"
I exelaimed. “Your majesty must not
open It! Please read this!” Aad I
put before him Lelbbrand's signed
| statement of the identity of Madame
| Rosales,

|" When the emperor read it be los
stantly realized the situation,

Luring the Kaiser,

“Ah! 1 see It oll, Heltzendorfl. My
practical Joking becoming known, the,
anarchists have taken advantage of it
I have been lured here, out of Ger-
many, by a cleverly concelved dodge,
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As for the Spanish dancing




