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COUNTERRACT GUN-RUNNING
by a N
~paure-qnd, unhappily, by Hritish merchants, The

sultun, who s under British protection, derives &

large revenue from it, but although negotiations
with himn for its prohibition might fequire diplo
matie handling owing 1 his treaty obligations
with at lenst one other power, It is the only effec
tive means of avolding the outpouring of blood
and treasure on the Indian forntier

At present the efforts of the Dritish pavy are

hat the hydrographical
of the whole lit-

handicapped Ly the
conditions of Muscat
toranl of the gulf, do allow preventive ships
to go very close to the coast. It s thiis fact which
ennbles the gun-running dhows to escape the vigh
lance of Rritich crulsers

Thus the dhows which put
with their contraband adopt the simpls
plan of hugging the coast within the shallow-wi-
ter limits. 1f thev are making for Kowelt, which
& the center of the gun trade for Mesopotamina
and western Persln, they can proceed all the way
In comparative safety, otherwlse they sall just
far enough to be In a position 1o make a dash for
Jask or some other port on the Makran coast,
where thelr cargoes are received for conveyance

as Indeed

not

out from Muscat

CATrESOes

by caravan cla Daluchistan to Afghanistan and
the northwest frontler Khels
The two most active fArms engaged In  this

trade are owned by n Baluchl and a Frenchman
There are algo in Muscat numerous small shops
engaged In the trade, and numbers of the agents
are “hanlas” from Indla. Mysterlous cargoes are
alzo dropped overboard in the dead of night into
swift-salling dhows and got away to obscure
places along the eastern coast. It will be Impos-
slble to check this growing peril to England’s
peace in India without a large number of gmall-
draught patrol boats and an efclent coastguard
on the Makran coast,

“No eraft,” says Mr. H. Warrington Smyth, In
“Mast and Sall in Burope and Asla,” “has played
1 greater part In the world's history than the
ihow. The lateen yard 18 as much the ¢mblem of
the Faith as is the Crescent, The frue baggara,
bagala, or Arab dhow, the probable parent of all
the lateen-rigred offspring, 18 now wostly to be
met with in the Red sea and east ward to the Per-
gian gulf, Karachl. Bombay, along the Malabar
const, and down the oonst a® Afries to Zanzibnr
making ite voyages with the falr wind of the mon-

soon, and quite capable of holding its
own | hard weather often to be
met with In the Indinn ocean Not-
withstanding local differences of de-

and a vers
Therae is

ary very little as a
nerully grab-bullt "
ing  overhung forward,
et bheamn and rise of floor
raking SO stern
enerally a hish poop and @
to'esle deck, the rest  of B

— VG VESE
pgfrﬂwscnr

the vessel belng practical- B
Iy open, The rig consists
genarally of maln and
mizzen lateens, The malin.
ninst Is & big spar stepped amidships, with a great

A TYPICAL

roke forward.
A correspondent from Indin writes that the
British gupboats In the Persian gulf have been

very active In suppressing the traffic in rifles and
ammunition. The arms were befng landed on the
Makran coast and thence were curried by cars
vaus for sale to the tribesmen on the northwest-
ern frontier of India, to be used agalnst the Brit.
fsh trcops when the next trcuble comes. The
navy men are reported to have been very suc-
cesslul, and made several good hauls of rifles and
ammunitdon. To reduce still further the gun-run-
pera' chances of profit, four companies of the
Fourteenth Sikhs were sent from Ouetta to inter-
cept carnvans In the nelghborhood of Robat., Ona
of our lllustrations deplets the entraining of some
of the transport camels at Jacobabad In Sind, en
route to Nushkl, whence the column marched to
Robat

As a rule, when camels are entralned they are
loaded on open trucks, but on this occaslon It was
thought advisable to make use of closed cars.
The “ogouts” strongly objected to belng loaded, but
with a rope behind the hocks and a steady, per
suastve straln on the nose rope they were event-
ually hauled or pushed In. Once In the car the
camels were made to kneel down in the sand
which had been spread on the floor, their knees
were then tled so that It was Impossible for them
to straighten out their forelegs.

The cars were each loaded with slx camels,
three In each end, facing Inward. The space in
the middle was utiiized for saddles and fodder for
the journey. Two camelmen also traveled in each
gar. It may be remarked that Hrahuis differ from
most people In that they do not notice that the
camel has a particularly offensive odor., The
camels bubbled and protested while being load-
ed, but they soon settled down and began to eat
the fodder provided for them. It tock five hours
to load the first train of 120 camels. Only one
came! that had an unusually large hump could
not be pushed through the door, and he was
trussed like a chicken and carrfed bodily In by

Fout 15 men.,

" ] The bird's-eye view shows the

‘ 3 i i tory through which the contraband guns
ARABIAN are run, In the forsground are the bare

3 ' ; rocky hills surrounding Muscat, the cap

SEA » ftal of Oman, while to the right is the

equally bare coast

siultan-
end of

ig an Independent
the southeastern

istan. Oman
ate occupying

the country Is In
the central  val
leys, whieh ara

DHOW IN THE PERSIAN GULF-

and mother-of-pearl and fish are also of some com-
mercial impeortance.
Persinn gull accom-

us shown in the view of the

panying thiz article

The population of Oman s estimated at 1.500,
000, and consists of several tribes of Arab orlgin,

partly nomadie. The negro element I8 very

merons
Muscat was taken by

nu-

the Portuguese (n 1508

and remained in their hands untll the mlddle of
the |
The Imams or

the scventeenth century, when the Arabs of
interlor secured possession of It
sultans of Muscat afterwards made extenslve con-
quests in eastern Africa, including Zanzibar, Mom-

bas and Quiloa. Oman was at the climax of its

power and commerclal prosperity in the first hall |
of the nineteenth century, when the authority of

the Imams or sultans extended over the Persian

territories of Laristan and Moglstan, the Islands of |
Hender Ahbbas, part of the coast of Baluchlstan, and |

the long strip of African coastland Including Zan-
zibar, Mombasa and Quiloa, together with the
{sland of Socotra. The present ruling famlly origl
nated in Yemen and was first estabMshed In the
imamate In the person of Ahmed Ibn Sald in 1741.
The rise of the Wahabi power in Nedjed resulted
in considerable loss of territory. In 1856, on the
Jdeath of Sultan Sald, his possessions were divided
between his two sons, one recelving the African
territorles and the other Museat, with the Persian
possessions. These last were lost In 1875, Sultan
Thuwany, who succeeded In Muscat, was assassl

nated In 1866 by his zon Selim, who reigned but a

short time, and was driven out by his uncle, Seyyid
Felsal ibn Turkl. The power of the imam is exer-
clsed very
name of which is therefore probably better known
In popular usage than that of the whole state.

Would Cause Much Writing.

Bacon—I see it is sald that all the Russian rail-
way stations keep complaint books, where passen-

gers may enter various protests.”

Egbert—If that plan were adopted in this coun-
try, 1 fear writer's cramn wonld he far more. come

mon than it l8 now.~—Yonkers Statesman.

rerrls |

of Makran, from which
gun-running routes lead fnland to Afghan-

characterized br a

The chief port is Muscat. It
{g situated between two hills and looks out to sea,

little beyond the capital, Museat, the

HOW LOVING-CUP ORIGINATED |

Interesting Story Telling How Power |
ful King of Anclent Taught |
Ignorant Lesson,

The so-enlled “loving-cup” s com-
mon nowadays and we It every-
where. Hut many years ngo there |
were no such things as these queer
three-handled affalrs, and the follow-
| ing story tells how they firkt happen-
ed to be made

Once upon a time, centurles bhefore
{ns there lived a great and  powerful
king who was extremely fond of hunt-
Ing. He was one day In a huge forest
'pnr‘nnnl.: a stag, but it was so feet
and clever that it eluded him and his
| band of followers, and led them en-
tirely out of thelr way. After wander.
fng about In a hopeless fashion they
finally came upon a lttle hut and the
king himself dismounted and rapped
smartly upon the door,

A young girl answered his Knock
' and soon showed the men the right
path. The king was about to go when
he saw a well near the house and at
the sight of the clear water immediate-
ly felt thirsty, and golng back, asked
the girl for a drink. Without hesita.
tion she went Into the house and came
out with an earthen jug filled with the
well water. DBut, Instead of offering
his roval majesty the handle, as most

S0

the peninsula n"rwoph' would, she held that herself
Arabta. Itreaches and handed hlm the cup the wrong
along the Persian way.

gulf. the jl:ulf l.n; The king sald nothing, thanked the
(z::;\?an a_:; frnrln girl, and he and his band soon found |

thelr way out of the woods,

asp to the
ﬁl !r]:'l“‘r region But when he reached his palace, he
st .l determined to reward the girl for glv- |
The area iz about
ing him the water and at the same
R0.000 squarse
- time to teach her a lesson in polite-
miles The reglon =
he coast |8 S I
along the ; Sending to his jeweler, he bade him
very mountainous, " :
. its hizh make a silver cup with two handles
5 s high-
rising '”, : ;'b- and deliver it to the young girl without
. e .
est ]’Iﬂnn: mp .'_ a word from wheneg it came.
ably to ab >
ably t - Perhaps a month after this the king
iy feet Behind & ;
) nBtals again hunted In that same f{orest,
v non
e W the  COBN gsought the Hitle hut, and asked the
N“I"m' ualll} girl for apnother drink of water
try grad This time she entered the bouse and
pAsses n the , ) ftonss 0
ok S of came out with a beautiful silver cup
Breat “ | full of sparkling water.
Arabla. The moat e s :
Now,” thought the king, “she has
tavorable part of ; ; -
certainly learned a lesson, Rut

never was he more mistaken, for the
poor, fguorant girl took a handle in
ench hand and for the second tlme
offered her lege lord nothing but the

temperata clmate | giqq of the cup.

and rich  vegeta:

tion The chipt The king rode away deeply per-
products are dates, plexed, He was stll] resolved to teach
which constitute = the Eirl the polite way to hand a eup
the main  artiele | Without directly vebuking her, and
of export, and oth.  [HAny were the hours he spent in cud-
er fruits. Pearls geling his bralns for some way In

which to do it At last a bright liea
gtruck him, and he sent for his jew-
eler a secomd time

“Make me,” sild he to the man, “a
sllver cup, heavily chased, and with
my royal crest and put three handles
on it.’

The jeweler much surprised (for re-
member no such thing had ever been

heard of up to this tlme), did as he
wis told, and soon the mug was fin-
ished. As before, the king had It

privately sent to the girl who lived In
the little hut

One day not long after this for the
third tithe he rode into that forest,
and taking the now well known path
goon reached the cottage, DIismount-
fng he knocked at the door and asked
humbly for a drink of ¢lear water

The girl tmmediately came out with
the beautiful three-handled cup and ta-
king two of the handles In her hands
she offered him the third.

So the king rode away, well pleased
| with his strategy, and reaching home, |
ordered three-handled cups to be made
in every sort of ware, and they Dbe-
came so popular that now have
them In all our shops and stores. i

wWe

POPULAR GAME OF “CUTTING”

Always Finds Favor With Boys and
Girls—Simple Prizes Given
to Winners.

A game of “cutting” always finds |
favor with boys and girls, Provide |
| each person with an old magazine, |
a pair of scissors, a small cup of
home-made paste and a brush made
by folding a plece of paper many
|tlmas and then finely slashing one
end. Besides these things give to
each player several sheets of plain
paper a little larger than a magazine
page. Each person is to cut out any '
picture or parts of pletures he chooses |
and mount them on the plain paper to
make new plctures. After half an hour
all of the plctures should be placed
where they may be seen, Simple
prizes should be given to those ma-
king the prettiest, the most comical
or the most original sheets,

BETTY'S CAKE-WALK.

When Betty saw a cale-walk,
Bhe lnughed at all the fun,
And thought It was the strangest thing
She'd seen benenth the sun.
The bowing and the dipping
She taught her dolls next day,
Though It was guite ridiculous
To walk that silly way.

When Betty takes a cake-walk
There's something at the end;

Bhe doesn’t learn to scrape and bow,
And turn and twist and bend.

But onward llke a soldier
8he marches to the fore;

[ of boxwood

| very

The end of Betty's cake-walk
Is at the oantry door.

“Oh hard," sald Puss

Tt's raining

lear!
T feel It om
We noed our

my nosge
rubhor ovep-alioers,
And 1 ke mome rubber hose!™
“1T'd love 1o hnve the over-shoes,'
Suld INttle Fluffy Toes
lut excuse me dear If 1 obisorve,
We do not need the hose!™

INTERESTING FACTS OF TOPS

Whip-Top Is Very Old, It Having Been
Used In Remote Time by
Greclan Boys.

Many tops are of modern Invention,
but the Whip-top is very old, it hay-
ing been used In remote time by the
Grectan boys. It was well known in

Humming Top.

| England as early at least as the four-

teenth century, when its form was
the same as It |s now

Today boys play with the Humming:
top. This I hollow, having at its
crown a peg. round which Is wound a
string: this being pulled through a
kind of furk, gives motion to the top

and sets it spinning—the fork and the

Peg Top.

string being left in the spinner’s hand,
In spinning the top, care should be
taken to wind the string firmly and
evenly on the peg, and when it s pull-
ed out, neither too much nor too little
force should be used, and a firm and
eteady hand should be employed,
while the top should be held in a per-
pendicular position. The string should
be drawn with a steadily increasing
force, or the top will not hum prop-
erly,

There are viarious kinds of peg-tops,
and they also vary In shape, some be-
Ing much rounder than others, Those
are the best which are she=2d llke a
pear. There i also great varlety as
regards the shape and size of the peg,
which in some tops s short and thick,
in others long and tapering. Agaln,
tops are made of different kinds of
wood, some being made of deal, othera
of elm, some of yew-tree and others
These last are the Box-
ers no highly prized. Some of the
best tops are made of lgnum-
vitae, with long, handsome pegs,

MOUSE TRAP IS VERY USEFUL

| Easlly Made by Placing Piece of

Stout Paper Over Top of
Earthenware Jar,

If you have no cat and find the miee
in vour house getting altogether ton
bold for comfort, or if you would ke
to keep some mlice for pets, a home-
made trap will catch them,

Over the top of an earthenware jar
fasten a plece of writing paper, tight-
Iy binding it with a string or elastic
band. In the center of the paper cut
a cross. Set the jar in the closet, and
suspend by a siring a plece of cheese
over the center of the jar, and lean
something against the jar so that the
mice can reach the top. If there are
any mice in the closet the bait will
atiract them, but just as soon as the
firut mouse reaches the center of the
paper he will drop into the jar and
the paper will fiy back into place
ugain, ready for the next comer. A
trap arranged in the saeme manner can
be used for the capture of fleld and
harvest mice, which make odd and
amusing pets.

A barrel covered with stif brown
paper can be used for common rats,
but they will gnaw out unless the
barrel be partly filled with water.

The Usual Crop.
“Are you trylng to ralse anything
on your suburban placel"
“Yes; a mortgage.”




