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TERMS OF THE BLADE.

To Subscribers, Agents
and Clubs.

The Blub Grass Blade ia published
weekly. It ia dated Sunday, simply- - to
worry the pious; it ia really issued the
Thursday preceding its aate.

The price of the Blade ia li.oo a year;
So cents or six months; as cents for
litre mourns.

The time to which the Bladb ia paid
for, will be printed after the address of. . Tt i .a .sen auoscriDer, ana wis win do tne
only receipt.

All subscriptions will be discontinued
on the last day of the montha to which
they are paid; the month in which a sub
scription less than a year ia paid, being
counted aa a full month; ao that it ia
cheaper to pay by the year.

For Instance, ii.oopald any time in
January, 1895, will pay for the Blade to
January 31st 1090.

SO cents, paid any time in January, will
pay to June 30m.

33 cents, paid any time in January,
will pay to March 31 at

No subscriptions of less than 23 cents
will be received. i ne montn ana year
but not the day of the month, will be
printed after the address.

As Agenta, or for Cluba, any person
can get the Bladb, for anytime, short or
long, without notifying me aa aa to the
lensth of time, hv senuinir tn cents a
copy, provided he takes aa many aa 10
copies, sou KDui me me money so as 10
get to me on tne 1 uesuay Delore the
paper ia issued

In all casee where the money sent by
agents, or ctuua, aoea not reacn me by
Wednesday, the papers will be sent from
the second issue after that

Any number of sample copies, not to
exceed 10, will probably be turuisheu to
any one applyiug for them, on the con
dition that he will promise to distribute
them to my advantage, as faraa he easily
can do ao, aud I will regard it as a kind
ness u persons will so distribute them:
but any certain dates ol back numbers
ordered will costs cents each for as many
aa 3 papers, and 3 cents each for all over
S papers, the money to be paid iu advance,
and the money will be returned for all
papers that 1 can not aupply.
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Is the number of persona who, up

to this date, have agreed to pny me
1.00 each, for my hook "Behind

the Bars," written while I was in
jail in Purix, and which will I

printed, in nice tyle, as soon as G0U

persons promise to take it. tf.

COLUNS-WILLIAM- S DEBATE.

Midway, Ky., Inly 30, '95.
John Augustus Williams, Esq.

Dear bir: I wi9ti to say to you iietore
proceeding with my reply, that you have
never yet explained satisfactorily the
geographical, chronological and statis-
tical discrepancies in the Gospels. Mat-
thew speaks of Judea as if it were on
both sides of the Jordan, when the map
of Palestine in the time of Christ tails to
locate it thus, and when both Mr. Moore
ai.d myself fail to find part XXI in An-

tiquity of the Jews, to which you re-

ferred in order to prove that Jndca had
a greater breadth than from Joppa to
Jordan. Another argument ol yours was
that Matthew did not say that Jesus
journeyed into fudea beyond the Jordan.
You remark: "Matthew says simply that
Jesus journeviug from Capernaum tojc
rusalem to attend the annual feast there,
came into the trans jordanic borders of
Judea, hy the farther side 01 the Jordan,
instead of the central route through Sa-

maria.." My rejoinder was that Matthew
did not say that in my Bible, hoping
that you would then explain. To this
you did not reply at all.

Luke tells us that Cyrenius wa gov-

ernor in the time of Christ. You refer
me to the testimony of Christian writers
to prove that such was really the case.
In return I cited Josephus as authority,
who places the election of Cyrenius to
the governorship of Cyria after the ban-
ishment of Archelaus, which was in 7,
A. D. In replying, you make no effort
to confute the important testi-
mony of Josephus. You silently let the
subject drop.

You also remember my reference to
Matthew saying that Jesus and his par-
ents were afraid to go to Judea because
it was Herod's kingdom and a son of his
was reigning there, and instead went to
dwell iu Galilee, where it is to be snp

My comment was that 1 Had olten won-

dered why they were any the lesa fearfnl
of going to Galilee; because Galilee as
well as Judea, was Herod's kingdom, and
a son of his was reigning there also in
his father's place. This argument you
entirely overlooked.

Next, "Annas and Caiphua being high
priests, the word of God came unto
John," etc. In reply to my comment
you say that I very much mistake the
condition of the priesthood in the time
of Christ, if I think that the office of
high priest was held by only one person
at a time, and for life. I waa only rely-
ing on Jewish history for the assertion
that I made. I know that such was the
case all through the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, and that the caprice of the people
had nothing to do with it. I had no rea-
son to believe that there was any change
made in the time of Christ

I turned however to Josephus, aa you
directed, beginning in "Antiquity," with
part XVII, chapter 4, and reading up to
chapter 5 in part XVIII. I am very
much obliged to you, indeed, for mak-
ing that reference, for I find that Annas
waa high priest some little time before
Caiphas was elected to that office. It
aeema that the office of high priest, in
the time of the gospel writers, was more

I at the mercy of magisterial caprice than
01 popular caprice: Annas, wno was de-
prived' of his office by Valerius Gratus,
waa succeeded by Ishmael, the son of
Phati, after which Eleazar, the aon of
Annaa, waa ordained. After Eleazar had
held it a year, it waa given to Sucion,
the son of Camitbua, who waa succeed-
ed, after another year, by Joseph Cai-

phas. We see that three people inter-
vened between Annaa and Caiphas, and
there ia not the alightest reason to be-

lieve that Annaa and Caiphas held the
office at the same time or that one waa
acting aa Sagan, or Vicar, in conjunction
with the other. In fact historical evi-

dence goea very much to disprove it.
We are told in the fourth chapter of
"Antiquity," part XVII, of Caiphas be-

ing deposed by Vitellius, and if Annaa
waa holding the office with him and at
the aame time, it ia a peculiar incident
that his name is not mentioned here in
conjunction with Caiphas, and that Jon-
athan waa appointed to office, aa if An-
naa had nothing whatever to do with it
We are driven to the inference that the
gospel writer made a little blunder that
ia scarcely excusable in one who claimed
to be inspired.

I will next quote the following from
John VII: "Search and look for out of
Galilee arlaes no prophet ' You seem
partly to agree with me in the errora I
point out here, but you say that John ia
not responsible for those words, but a
captious Jew.

You did not tell what reason you have
for believing it to be the work of a cap-
tious Jew, nor indeed can I understand
why it should be such, any more than a
hundred other passages in tne gospels.
If you are correct in your assertion, 110 w
are we to distinguish between the false
and the true, lietweeu the genuine and
the worthlesa ?

After making thia admission, you then
go ahead to explain this passage away
iu a somewhat ((liferent fashion, by say-

ing that the words quoted above bad
nothing to do with the prophets of the
past, but' related to the future alone.
Without meauiug auy disrespect to your
i;e and superior scholarship, there is

not the slightest foundation for the
apology you have made for it Why

should we blink the truth? I am will-
ing to leave it to any impartial person to
decide. It is evident that thia passage
concerning prophets refers to bqlh past
and future, and to the past in particular.
I do not believe I was wrong in saying
that the gospel writer was not as careful
as he might have been; for Galilee had
given birlh to at least two of the most
distinguished Jewish prophet.

"They brought tne ass ami colt ann
put on them their clothes and set him
thereon." You have not so far explained
in a satisfactory manner how Jesus
could have ridden into Jerusalem on an
ass and a colt This strikes me as being
rather a curious little episode. I have
often seen two people riding on one
horse, but I never before heard of one
person riding on two horses. All I can
say is that I hope the enjoyed
bis ride.

Another thing that I never staled be-

fore is that the inspired author here
leaves us with the impression that the
disciples dressed the ass and colt up iu
their clothes a thing tint is not done
in these days. With some show of reas-
on you might have apologized for the
apparent error in this case, by saying
that it was a zeugmH, and that'the pro-
noun "them" referred to the disciples
who accompanied Jesus. There is noth-
ing whatever iu rhetoric though, to sus-
tain you in the explanation you give of
that wonderful ride. Neither is it a
figure common in all literature, nor can
it be explained away by saying that it
is closely allied to zeugma, and that the
pronoun "them" relers to the word gar-
ments. The interpretation you give only
makes the meaning more obscure than
ever before.

I believe that I was quite right in say-
ing that the paragraph quoted above is
an instance of bad grammar. It is equal-
ly as faulty as one 1 remember seeing in
Reed & Kellogg s grammar: "A man was
digging a well with a Roman nose."
Had the words of Matthew concerning
the ass and the colt been found in any
other book than the Bible, they might
have appeared in some little grammar
under "Errors to be corrected;" and
some people are inclined to think that
nearly the whole Bible might reasonably
appear under such heading, instead of
under "Holy Bible." But we must re-

member that God inspired that book,
and we dare not question divine author-
ity. , And since we have found it to be a
fact that inaccuracies of language and
discrepancy of statements in the
HiJ4e oujy .JsiCtfo the more conclusively
that the religion of Christ is true, 1 will
say nothing more of this for the present
but will pass on to another part of your
reply.

It seems to me that you occupied a
great deal of time and a great deal of
the queen's English in answering what
you choose to call my main objection to
Christianity, namely, that the Bible has
wrought more misery and done more
harm than all other books in the world
combined. Although you, yourself, ad-

mit that there ia a qualified sense in
which this argument ia true, you then
go on to say that jesus forestalled my
argument by his own admission that he
came to bring a sword. You also refer
me to an infidel writer in order to prove
the superior morals of the Nazarene.and
then you say you will leave myself and
Mr. Moore to adiust the difference of
opinion that exists between us.

Yes, there is, indeed, quite an import-
ant sense in which this stock argument
of the infidel ia true. So pitifully do
you lament the fate of the saintly Chris-
tians who kissed the hand that gave
them their death blow. Listen to what
Gibbon the ever impartial Gibbon
says: "There is a melancholy truth
which obtrudes itself on the reluctant
mind, that even admitting all that his-
tory has recorded, or devotion has feign-
ed, on the subject of martyrdom, it must
still be remembered that the Christians,
in the course ot their intestine dissen-
sions, have inflicted far greater seven-
ties on each other, than they have ever
received from the zeal of unbelievers "
(Decline and Fall of Rome, chap. 16).

The vilification that waa poured out
on Luther by hia Catholic opponents
waa exceedingly mild in quality and
gentle in spirit when compared with
the brutal deuunciationa by that aame
Luther of Copernicua, and a score of
other great thinkers, of whom the infi-

dels may justly be proud. Whenever I
think of the many centuries that Liber-
ty lay wounded and bleeding, and lying
prostrate at the feet of the church , of
the brutal aaaaasination of pagan Hypa-ti-a

by Christian prelates; of the manifold
miseries that belief in witchcraft engen-
dered; of Bruno and hia unjust suffer-
ings and tragic death; of Vanini and the
merciless tortures to which he was sub
jected by believers in the bleaaed gospel;
or Galileo being a prisoner tn the in-
quisition, when he was old and very
much enfeebled in health; ot the burn-
ing of Servetus by the founder of the
Presbyterian church; of the Holy Wars
and the dungeons of the Inquisition; of
the bloody persecutiona that were di-

rected without cause against the Moors
of Spain, the Vaudois, Albigenses, Wal-dens-

and Huguenots of France; of the
Puritans and their barbaroua laws; I can
only say that rather than come to de-

stroy peace and bring a sword, it would
have been far better for all humanity
had the founder of our religion remain-
ed away.

Paul said: "He who teaches any other
doctrine than this I preach unto you. let
him be accursed!" And his followers
have doue as he bade them do. Paul
did not kuow that one school house ou
the hill is more eunobling to the human
mind than a thousand grand cathedrals;
that oue teacher is worm more than a
thousand preachere, aud that the itrand
est piece of mechanism in all the world
is the brum ot a thinker.

The pagans never autagouized learn-
ing. "It is a fact never to be foreotteu."
writes Ernest Keuuu, iu hia history of

the "Origin of Christianity," "that in
the Roman Empire liberty of thought
waa absolute. i rom .Nero to Constsn
tine, no thinker or savant was ever
troubled in his researches. All sects
that tolerated other setts were allowed
to live in their ease in the Empire.
Whit caused the Christians to be so
constantly persecuted was theii intolcr
ance, their spirit of exclusion. Their
altitf'e was disdainful, when it was not
provoking. They had tin- - rrania of r'
tyrdom upon them. I'ar from making
Coftimon cause with the good citizens
and helping to defend the lathcrlaud,
Ihey'lrtuniphed in its misfortunes."

However, it is useless for me to pur-
sue tiiis point any farther Yon are ac-

quainted with these things as well as
myself. It is scarcely just to condone,
in tin: Christian religion, crimes, that in
our gyes would blacken any other relig-
ion and stamp it forever false. We need
not apologize for it by pointing to the
superior morals of Jesus Christ; for you
have already admitted that Confucius
taught the golden rule, the most excel-
lent moral precept ever known to hu-
manity, five hundred years before the
coiiKtK of Christ

Christ made mistakes just like the
rest of us do. Judi;ing from the char-arte- r

depicted in the gospels, he was no
doubt very sweet and lovely in many
ways, but there is nothing whatever to
indicate that he was infallible; and with
the additional experience of the nine-
teenth century we can have grander
thoughts and do grander deeds than he
ever dreamed of. Mr. Moore admires
him, as he has the peefect right to do;
but it is not incumbent on me to agree
with him, so why need we "adjust the
deference of opinion" that exists be-
tween us? I think though, that Mr.
Moore's views ot the historical Jesus
have undergone a lfttle modification.
And so far as the influence of Christ is
concerned, I think I remember his
saying in his lecture before the press-
men last winter, that future generations
would look upon Edison as a greater
benefactor than Christ I do not think
my memory is in fault here, although I
have; no Blade of that date to verify my
statement beyond a doubt.

You have indeed, Mr. Williams, pro-
posed a neat little scheme for getting
religion into people, but unfortunately
there is nothing new about the idea.
Tom Sawyer'a logic (which you think
would be such an excellent tonic for per-
verse young men, and I presume for
pera-iy- e young ladies also) bas been
nsed by Christians trom time immemo-
rial, and I think it ia not at all unlikely
that some parenta resort to the same
meana now, in order to make respecta-
ble Sunday School teachers out of their
children, and whenever I see a little boy
of tender years, whose heart onght to be
as pure and guileless as a flower, pound
ing a aeienseiess Utile sparrow with
stones just for the pleasure of seeing its
sensitive little limbs quiver with pain, I
have often thought that a little less re
ligion and a little more sympathy taught
him for sentient creatures would be bet-
ter for the boy. It is not difficult to ac
count for such cruelty. His parents have
pounded him witb religion, and in re-

turn he pounds the poor little sparrow
with the stone. "I will tell you what is
at the bottom of it all," 4 friend remark-
ed to me a few daya since. "Our relig
ion is founded on blood; it waa perpetu
ated by blood; we are a bloody race !"

But to proceed to the subject or the
Hindu Chrishna, about which I have
very little to say. The spelling of Christi-
na's name resta on the high authority
of Sir Wm. Jones, (also that the word
Chrishna means the sun) and it ia very
useless, indeed for any of us to contra-
dict it You yourself have admitted the
striking similarity between the myths
connected with these two gods, and you
say that "from these tacta, infidels have
argued with some show of reason that
the writers or the Gospels nave only
reproduced in their life of Jesus some of

tm Umnil. f tti lTitl,ia H, tt,
we read that after all, infidels are wrong
and that orthodox antiquarians, who
have gone into the reconciling business
and fixed things up to suit themselves
have, you aay demonatrated that "tne
legend of Chrishna in its complete
mythological form, waa unheard of un
til after the introduction of Christianity,
and until after the Christian missionar-
ies had gone out into all parte of the

orld. "it ia very unfortunate for such
demonstrations," says Godfrey Higgina,
a great Orientalist and a learned and
aincere Christian, in his excellent work
on the Celtic Druids, "that the statue of
this god ia to be found in the oldeat
caves and temples, throughout all India.

It has been moreover satisfac-
torily proved, on the authority of a pas
sage in Adrian, that the worship of
Chrishna waa practiced in the time of
Alexander tne Great mo years before
Christ), at what atill remains one of the
most celebrated temples of India, the
temple of Mathura on the Jumna, the
UbIhm IWriim nrPlnl.mv1' Th. Du
Mr. Morria whom you cite aa authority,
ia quoted by Higgina aa scyiug that "the
principal pagodaa of India, namely those
of Benares aud Mathura, are built iu the
form of crosses." Placing the story of
Ubrisbna at a later date than the story
of Christ haa already been denounced
by honest investigators, aa "wretched
shifts to save Christianity."

Trying to save it will do no good, as
it ia not on a parallel with humanity's
grandest thought, and leader of the
great scientific tuoveuieuts. Arabian
genius lifted Europe once above the
mud an J mire of orthodox Christiauity,
but she sauk back agaiu, aud afterwards
America sauk also iuto an intellectual
torper, from which the infidels of the
past tew ceuturies huve beeu rescuing
them step by step.

Right here I wish to say something
about Mohammedanism, to which we
owe a debt of gratitude. Not to the
Mohammedan religiou, but to the

Aral a, those propagators of learning,
who first taught the science of Algebra.
We must not judge of them by their re-
ligion, or by what they themselves were
at the time their prophet waa living;
but we must judge them by what the
infidel Arabs grew to be, freed from the
shackles of Mohammedan superstition.

.So fr as the Mohammedan reliulnn
is concerned, it is foolish and absurd in

Ujiiic'i, snd in the early stages of its '
me Araiis opposed learning

with a luimiacistn born hatred and
revenge, hut alter they had been stirred
the first few centuries of its growth bv
war and intrigue, and making conquests
which "are too numerous to mention
here, they allied themselves with learn-
ing, studied science, law and literature
irt all their branches, and there rapidly
rose among them, distinguished teach
ers Mf astronomy, ululoloirv. alchemv.
medicine and many men of letters! Af-
ter they had settled in their new domin-
ion they laid the foundation of all the
great sciences of modern times, made
great improvements in Geometry and
Trigonometry, ascertained the size of
the earth and determined its shape, and
introduced great improvements in agri
culture and manufactures. (See Draper's
'Conflict between Science and Relig
ion," Chapter IV.)

Within a quarter of a century after
the death of Mohammed, education had
become a settled principle, and all who
were desirous of obtaining knowledge
were admitted to the court of Almansor,
whatever their religious opinions might
be. The Kaliffs of Bagdad were them-
selves men of letters, and under their
protection schools for the education of
Philosophers were established, the Ara-
bic language was sedulously cultivated,
and learning became the ruling power.
Ali, Alniaiisor, Alrnschid and Alnuimou
were men of the greatest erudition.

we are told, had the greatest
advantages in the way of obtaining both
a classical and!iberal education, having
beeu brought up among the most learn-
ed of Greek and Persian scholars.

the successor of Almansor,
was such a great admirer and patron of
genius that he disliked to travel, with-
out being accompanied by a hundred
scholars of the first rank. It was this
great sovereign who issued an edict that
"no mosque should be built without a
school attached to it, and confided the
superintendence of hia schools to the
historian Masne." (See Draper's "Intel
lectual Development" chapter XIII.)

Wlut a contract Mohammedan aiubl- -

tion presents to tne Christian hatred of
learning in those days! We are told by
Draper that by these sovereigns num
erous libraries were established, univer- -

sition founded in all of the great cities
and Greek manuscripts collected, cop-
ied and revised. Speaking of the splend-
id and rapid conquests of Mohamme
danism, this great historian says: "From
us most glorious seats, Christianity was
forever expelled: from Palestine, the
scene of its most sacred recollections:
from Asia Minor, that of its first church
es; from Egypt, whence issued the great
doctrine of trinitarian orthodoxy; from
Carthage who imposed her belief on Eu-
rope."

Especially are we told that the pro
gress of Mohammedanism was not due
to the sword alone, but to the conscienc-
es of men to the intolerance of and dis-
satisfaction existing among the Chris-
tian proselytea of Asia and Africa. The
wrangling and hatred of the different
sects, the struggle for supremacy be-
tween the Christian dignitariea of the
three great citiea, their resorting to the
sword as a meana of settling the theo-
logical disputations; all thia created a
general spirit of disgust among the ad-
herents of the Christian religion.

"What an example when ecclesiastical
dignitariea were concerned in assassin-
ations, poisonings, adulteriea, blindings,
riots, treasons, civil wars; when patri-
arch and primatea were excommunicat-
ing and anathematizing one another in
their rivalry for earthly power, bribing
eunucha with gold and courtesans and
royal families with concessions of Epis-
copal love, and influencing the decisions
of councils asserted to speak with the
voice of God, in their packed assem-
blies. Among the terrors and riot car-
ried into the imperial armiea and great
citiea arose hideous clamors for theolog-
ical dogmas, but never a voice for intel-
lectual liberty or the outraged rights of
man." (See Draper).

Although thia ia not within the scope
of our discussion, it is a pleaaure to
speak of it for so blind are we to the
great things that have been accomplish-
ed by those who did not accept our own
religioua faith. The Mohammedan con-
quests, it seems to me, form a most im-
portant part of religioua history, and I
often wonder if Providence waa asleep
when Christian trophies were being de-

molished and Christian victories so ruth-
lessly trampled beneath the feet of Arab-
ian soldiers.

No wonder that by the time of Mo-
hammed's death, the religion he had
founded waa growing stupendous and
stretching beyond the bounds of Arabia.
Proudly above the hideous clamor that
disturbed the Eutychians, historiana
aud Arabians, resounded the victorious
tread of Saracen armiea, while free from
the heat of trinitarian controversy, rang
out the atupendoua battle cry, "There is
but one God, and Mohammed is hia
prophet"

Mohammedanism is an improveuieut
ou Christianity, iu that it leaches the
existence of only one God. Scieutitic ma-
terialism is au improvement on Moham
medanism, in that it teaches the exist-
ence of none at all. You say that you
shall wait until Chrishna shall come,
seated ou his pale horse aud armed to
destroy all evil. The rest of us will pa- -

tieutly await the coming ot Christ
Siuceiely your friend,

May L, Collins.

Finest Sloes, latest Styles.

Lowest Prices.

jaw

New Era Slioe Co.
OPP. PHOENIX HOTEL.

STOPPER OF HIGH PRICES.

We are putting the stopper on high
prices for Drugs at our Store. Going to
"bottle" them, as it were, and fo'keepa1
we hope.

Now is the time for you to buy per-
fumes, soaps, puff boxes, tooth brushes,
sponges, chamories and numerous other
things sold by druggists lower than you
ever bought them.

We are not to be undersold either in
the matter ot drugs. And these are the
purest to be had in the market In the
matter of prescriptions, well, it ia pro-
verbial that we are the careful druggists.

WILSON DRUG CO.
Cor. Main and Upper.

DR. CALDWELL

Treats Diseases of akin, Blooel
and Nenrons System.

His Electrical Massage and

Bath Institute.
144 East Main Street, opposite Postoffles,

Lexlngton Ky.. Is under the management 01
Mr. U. W. Wells and Miss Crawfonf (Uradna- -
ted Masseurs, late ot Battle Creek Hanltaiw
turn).

Following treatment and Baths are Ktvent
Electrical Baths, Turkish, Vapor (plain or
medicated), Mercurial, Bulphurlc Hot Air
and Mineral Baths.

Perfumed Baths for Ladles, Massaga.
Bweedtsb Movement, Bea Bath, Bali Ulow
Alcohol Rub, etc., etc.

aWHeparate Apartments tor Ladles anal
Gentleman. M

LOGAN. .

and

HIGGINS
--SELI

Hardware,
Guns. Revolvers, Ammunition.

Screen Doors, Ohio Freezers, Brooms,
Buckets, bitters, Churns. All kinds
of Cutlery, Locks, Hinges and Toola
Fence Wire and Nails at No. 3 JC.

Main St., Lexington.

THE UP TO DATE

Feed and Commission Stable.

Board per mouth to suit the times

Good Service guaranteed,

lai Kast Mbort Street

W. R. CROMWELL,

Manager


