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“THE DAMNED STUFF CALLED
ALCOHOL."

| believe that alcohol, to a certain
degree, demoralizes those who make
it, those who sell it, and those who
drink it

| believe from the time it issues
from the coiled and poisonous worm
of the distillery until it empties into
the hell of crime, death and dishonor,
it demoralizes everybody that touches

it
| do not believe that anybody can
contemplate the subject without be-
ing prejudiced against this liquid
crime.

All you have to do is to think of the
wrecks upon either bank of this stream
of death—of the suicides, of insanity,
of the poverty, of the ignorance, of the
distress, of the little children tuggin
at the faded dresses of weeping an
despairing wives, asking for bread; of
the men of genius it has wrecked; of
the millions who have struggled with
imaginary serpents produced by this
devilish thing.

And when you think of the jails, of
the almshouses, of the prisons, and of
the scaffolds upon either bank, | do
n ot wonder that every thoughtful man
Is prejudiced against the damned stuff
ealled alcohol.

$¥1.00 A YEAR
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NOTES AND
COMMENTS.

.
By JOSAHINE K. HENRY.

Since the suleide of Loulsville's city
treasurer thé crusade against gam-
bling seems o be on 1. <arnest, and
the clergy are leading the crusaders.
Anti-gambling sermons are the order
of the day. The Rev. J. K. Mason, of
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, in
combatting this evil took for his text
Psalms xviii: 22, “They part my gar-
ments among them, and upon my
vestments do ihey cast lots.”

Dr. Mason opened his sermon by
saying that “gambling could not be
traced to some heathen nation for its
origin.” This I8 an honest confession
from a preacher, for the pulpitory is
denunciation of the so-called heathen,
and warning against their religions or
customs. But not a word do we hear
of the debauching of the heathen by
Christiang, by strong drink, sensual-
ism, the Inciting to war of peaceful
nations by cruelty and robbery. Not
a word of the lust and lechery of
Christian armies against the helpless
men and children of heathen natious.
Why should we not have the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth?
Perhaps it we had, the “lam-holier-
than-thou" spitit would not be so ram-
pant in Christendom.

But in his sermon Dr. Mason made
this astartling statement: He said
that “the germ of gambling was founl
when God made a law to test the obe-
aience of man, and man dared to take
the risk of disobedience for supposed
gain.”  Think " 0
to tempt poor, ignorant, mystified man.
This law of God, according to Dr. Ma-
son, has culminated In the pool room.
the gambling den, the stock exchange,
the church fail the sfht machine, and
the poker and euchre club. If God's
law brought all these evils upon hu-
manity, it seems hard to reconcile
God’s law with God's goodness, but
“great is the mystery of godliness,” 1
have been taught from infancy that
“God is the author of all things,” but
it never for one moment occurred to
me that God was the author of gain-
bling. Dr. Mason has found this out,
and I am convinced that what the
clergy do not find out about God is
not worth knowing. Dr. Mason de-
clared that “only a strong public senti-
ment by God’s people can cope with
the gambling evil.” Think of the pub-
lic sentiment of God's people combat-
ting an evel that had “its germ in a
law of God.”

If preachers would preach less about
things they know nothing about, thay
would at least not make themselves
ridiculous, We shall see which is
the victor in #his special case, God’s
gambling law or the public sentiment
of God's people.

The Rev. F,_R. Beattie, of the Pres-
byterian Theological Seminary of
Louisville, is preaching a series of ser-
mons on “"Evolution.” Not a word of
protest to we hear as in the cases of
Prof. Woodrow, Preserve Smith, Dr.
Briggs and others, The heresy hunt-
ers have retiregd from the conflict, anil
there gseems iw a tacit understand-
ing that it *both unwise and un-
profitable to attempt to run down here-
tics, so “evolution” is an admissable
subject for* pulpit discussion. Of
course, in the pulpit, the preacher has
it all his ogn way, as the law pro-
hibits any person from taking issue
with any statment a preacher may
make,

Dr. Beatt ims that “there is no
contradiction between true science
and religion.” Mark you, he does not
say true religion. It is getting to be
an acknowledged fact that “true re-
ligion” is as unknown a quantity as
the first Great Cause,

The great lights of orthodoxy have
wade sorry spectacles of themselves
reconciling religion and evolution,

Gladstone, Canon Farrar, Cardinal
Manning, Dr. McCosh, lan McLarin
and a host of others have failed sig-
naily in ghis task,

Prof. Drutgond, in his late “Expo-
sition of gn," exposes as fol-

lows: “ has ushered new
hope into The supreme
message O his age Is that
all naty
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pature, For all things are rising, all
worlds, all planets, all stars and suns.
Darwin's great discovery is the same
as Gaueo’'s—that the world moves.
The Italian prophet said it moves from
west to east; the English philosopher
sald it moves from low to nigh, anli
this Is the last and most splendid con-
tribution of science to the faith of
the world.”

Religion was so reconciled to evo-
lution that it prosecuted and impris
oned Galileo, and hurled its anathe-
mas at Darwin and denied him a
Christian burial. Religion has falsely
directed the human mind toward the
unreal, mythical and supernatural, as
the source of all power and good,
while evolution has directed it to the
unfolding powers of man himself,
through reason and experience, which
enable him to discover and apply the
laws and forces of nature for the good
and prosperity of the human race.

Drummond, as a Christian exposi-
tor, seems lost in the mazes of his
subject, and does not seem to know
“where he is at.” This has always
been, and always will be, the fate of
the Christian reconciler.

When orthodoxy produces as con-
clusive proof that there is no conflict
between science and religion, as Prof.
Draper and Andrew D, White have
produced to show that the conflict is
irreconcilable, then sermons along
this line might be helpful to the cause
of revealed religion, but not till then.
All through the ages when a fact
has been accepted by the world, the
church has boldly stepped upon the
territory and staked its claim,

When the theory of evolution was
first given to the world by scientists,
the church would have silenced them
at the stake if it had dared. Now or
thodoxy claims that religion and sei-
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twenty years from now the clengy
will claim that they were the original
scientists, and that doctors of divinity
alone gave to the world )éeugrauhy,
geology anthropology, = astronomy,
spectrum analysis, chemistry, and the
thousand channels of electrical sci-
ence. Il the Bible teaches all these
things, the clergy have been very re-
miss in their duty to keep the world
in ignorance of them until the scien-
tists called their attention to them,
but the truth has dawned that it will
not do to cling to mildewed dogmas
and cry down living facts. The claim
that there is no contradiction between
religion and science, Is as absurd as
the claim that Christianity alone has
elevated woman to her present posi-
tion. Neither of these claims are
true, but a library of proof can be ad-
duced to show they are not true,

Rev. 1. D. Wills, of New York, at a
meeting of the Presbyterian Ministe-
rial Union, expressed himself as fol-
lows: *“The people are losing their
respect and their use for the church;
they are drifting away from it. Noth-
ing flourishes today as does material-
ism, and I must add unbelief. We
ministers dare not contend against
ihe higher criticism for fear of being
spoken of as ignorant and uulettered
men. One Las only to consult the
church advertisements in the daily pa-
pers to learn how loose, how mushy,
how theorectically baseless, and almost
pointless, is much of the present-day
and pretenled up-to-date preaching of
the average Christi:u\ pulpit.”

This man must be slipping away
from his cloviral moorings.  That is
exactly what rationalists are saying.
In a decade vhe clengy will be preach-
ing Ingersoll's doctrine. A lot of them
are doing it now.

Rev. 5. H Avery, of the Westmins-
ter Church of San Francisco, frankly
expresses himself as follows:
“Nine tenths of the hymns sung in
our churches should only be sung in
clondy weather, and then only in the
desert, where no one would catch the
contagion, "Tue preacher who reads
a long chapwer in an unearthly tone
has two iuusty songs sung, and then
attempts to cntertain an audience of
cold eritice for fifty minutes twice on
Bunday, will scon begin to hear of
the ‘dead liue' and of asylums.”
Remember, we are not saying this,
but a preaher. No Bible doctrine
about these sentiments. We know
that asylums are where crazy people
are confined, but about that “dead
line” it is not =0 clear. Rev. Avery
seems to have run upon the truth not
as it is in Christ Jesus, but as it is
mwanifest in up-to-date Christianity.

Rey, Johnston Myers, of Chicago,

|
expresses himself in the following lan

guage to a newspaper reporter

*“I believe the Church of Christ is
foging ground ut the present time
The lacts bear cut the statment-that
this s a dark hour for Christianity
The seminaries are complaining of a
falling off in tac number of students
!ui'up minisgtr,. Our memberships
show slight, if any, gains, Our mis
siomary organizations depend upon
lar'#® gifts, and Geplore universal in-
diff rence.”
I .om this clerical testimony, it is
evidkut the Twoutieth Century organi
zation for the evangelization of the
wore! is not ieading humanity into
the great high road of faith that leads
to tie New Jerusalem.

Rev. George W. Stone, Field Secre-
tary  of the American Unitarian
Chu;ch. said in a recent sermon:
“The people of the United States
are ipore iuterested in the ‘open-door’
for *nerchandise than for Bibles and
hymn books. We have not, up to this
date, developed a religion suitable for
export.”

Reév. Stone is right, and he might
have added that the mission field is
white for the” harvest on the lome
ranch.

Féx centuries women have been con-
fessing their sins to their “Father
f.‘ont:nurﬁ. Is it not about time for
the Mother Confessor to put in an ap-
peatance, so that the “Sons of God"
can ymake their confessions to *““the
daughiters of men?" [ have an idea
that the mother confessor would hear
pome rank confessions from the Fa-
ther 'Confeszors, and confessing mas.
culi[ﬂl_\' Jn ge neral.  Liberty and li-
e have done a perfect work in

i out champion sinners. 1 won-
der % the Father Confessor confesses
to psell and forgives his own sins?

sonder how that is? Woman's

minddis too weak to cope with snoliy
a sulfject.

The game of marriage is serious
eno for a young woman at either
end the social ladder; whether it
bring$ her to cabin or castle, to hap
plnvé:a or misery.

If the Bible could be reversed and
men occupy the same position in the
scriptures that women do, men would
see to it that the last copy of it on
earth was committed to the flames.
They would not accept it, or attempt
to temporize or recorcile its teach-
ings,

If a man had done for his sex what
Elizabeth Cady Stanton has done for
hers, he would be canonized and have
the post of honor in the “Temple of
Fame.”

Deeds to all church property should
be recorded in God's name, and the
tax bills presented to the divine
owner,

The woman question is too big a
theme for weak thinkers to deal with,
but the fact is before us that a type
of woman has appeared in this Twen-
tieth Century who is as unmanage-
able g creature as a lawless planct
darting from its orbit to steal the
celestial fire of reason.

Vegsallles, Ky.

THE GREAT LECTURE

I Christian Immortality a Nor
| Desire of the Human Mind?
By Dr. J. B. Wilson.

Is w published in pamphlet form
and for sale at this ofiice. The pam-
phlet contains forty pages, and a fine
portrait of the author,

Such was the demand for the re
publjgation of this lecture that we
were constrained to re-publish it in
pamphlet form. About five hundred
orders have been sent us in-advance
of its publication. These will be filled
at cot. Liberals will find this lecture
one of the best propagandic arguments
in Freethought literature. A great
number of our subscribers have writ-
ten xs.that they “carried it about in
their pockets, ready to read to whoev-
er would listen, until worn out, and
they await the pamphlets which will
be more convenient for pocket use.”
This lecture is not only a convincing
argwuent, but is rich in pathos, spark
ling with literary gems and warm with
thedfire of sincerity. It is rich in fer-
vid 'magination, well illustrating the

author’s descriptive powers, which are
sur i by none, and equaled by
few,

I ™s-right to the point all through—
forcible, convincing, of absorbing in-
terest and well calculated to impress
the [doubter and liberal Christian. It
shogld be well circulated, and Liberals
desking to do propagandic work of
thi own, would do well in purchas-
ing/this pamphlet. Price, 15c each;

eight for $1.

“0UR J0”

Goes Bodyaciously Over to Old Skin-
ny With the Gum-Elastic
Smile—Leo No, 13.

Joseph Christus Salvator Blackburn
called, for short, “Our Jo,” United
Htates SBenator from Kentucky-—same
Jo that was once going to lead a regi-
ment from Kentucky to Washington
City in vwod up to his bridle bit; that
is, Iif somebody else furnished the
blood-—has, by special dispensation
from old skinny with the gum-elastic
mile on him, at Rome, been allowed
to marry a female Catholic, “the Sen
ator solemnly promising not to inter
fere in the religious belief of his wife
and, should children be born, that they
will be reared in the faith of the
mother.”

“Father Mackin” was just wastiug
his breath when he sald, “should chil-
dren be born,” so far as Jo is con-
cerned, and as the lady is a Catholie
you may bet on it so far as she is con-
cerned Among Protestants, these
days. the borning of children is con-
fined to niggers and po’ white trash,
but among Catholics, beside the g
g¢ral orders om that subject, the s
cial ecclesiastical-political importance
is such in this eage that you may rea-
sonably ecalculate on anything from
six to a vaker's dozen.

As Jo represents Dog Fennel at
Washington, it goes somewhat again
the grain with me to think of his hav-
ing to promise a Dago about raising
his children before he could get mar
ried. 1 never heard of anybody, men
tioning that. I was lacking in e¢heek
but I wounld see the prettiesi woman
that ever was born at the devil and
run bateh until T was four times as
old ag Methuselah before [ could
stand up before the crowd that was
present when [ was married, and rigint
before all those people and my best
girl, promise any sky-buster, Catholic
or Protestant, that ever was born, any-
thing about what [ was going to lo

with, the babies we were going tn
o, siree, Bob! I'd go way
BuCk dmd et down, arsi et ace

| doing mighty funny.

J. HENNING NELMS

DOES NOT RECEIVE COVETEWL OR-
DERS IN EPISCOPACY.

J. Henning Nelms was recently a
lawyer in Lexington. He was of a
pious turn of mind, and managed to
find time to wedge into interstices in
his profession lectures upon one “Jo
seph’; the same that was corespond-
ent some time since in a soclal scan-
dal with one Mrs. Potiphar.

Mr. Nelms left Lexington and went
to Wilmington, Del.,, where he con
ceived the idea of becoming a sky-
buster of the Episcopal brand, nis
brother already having a job of that
kind.

The Lexington papers state that
there having been objections to his
ordination on the part of some one
“from the Lexington diocese,” certain
prominent ecclesiastical dignitaries,
from Deleware came with would-he
Rev. Nelms to Lexington to enquire
intg matters, and at the time of my
writing, December 20, it seems that
the said digunitaries have returned to
the state from which “peaches” come,
not having granted Bre'r Nelms the
coveted plum. Bre'r Nelms, on being
interrogated by certain prurient new:>-
paper scribes, was like the boy the
calf ran over, he had “no remarks.”

If Bre'r Nelms will get a lot of old
Blades and read Mrs. Henry's deposi
tions about Episcopal sky-busters—
she having been raised in that branch
of the falth—then let up on Joseph,
and write and deliver a lecture enti-
tled, “What | Know about Episco
palian SKy busters,” he can make a
barrel of money by it

MY BIRTHDAY AND J. C.'s CLOSE
TOGETHER.

I write this on December 20, E. M.,
301, my sixty-fourth birthday.

Five days after mine is the birthday
of J¢ s Christ, and some reflections
upon the cuaracters of the two men
are natural
J. C. has attalned greater fameé than
I have, but after as fair a review of
our two lives as I can make, I being
an interested witness, it seems to me
that 1 am the better man of the two.
No man can be a first-class good
man without ever having dome any
work, if he was able to do it
is no record that J. C. ever did a day’s
work in his life-——not even fishing, in
a country where the fishing was good,
and where it is commonly understood
that a man who is too lazy to do any-
thing else in the world can and will
fish.

I have just finished a job of put-
ting up ice through a spell that froze
more people than almost any ever
known in America, and the leicles
hung from my beard like pendants
from a chadelier

I have married a wife and raised a
family and provided for them and all
of us are respectable and useful. J. C.
never did that. He lived upon the
charity of other people, pandered to
rich people, and taught his disciples
to do the same, and they are still do-
ing it. J. C. was in favor of propa-
gating his news by force. I am op

-

posed to that, He wanted everyboly
burnt up in hell that didn't believe
just as he did. | say that's n. g He
was in favor of lignor drinking and
made it and farnished it to drunken
men. | am agin him. He went into
a church and cleaned out the whole
gang, and Kicked over the missionary
boxes. He ought to have been sent
to the workhouse for doing it. He
never even said but one first-class
thing That was: “Do unto others
as you would have them do unto you.”’
A heathen Chinee, named Confucius,
said that 600 years before J. €, was
born, and I am still saying it 1900
vears after J. C. is deaa.

Up to date J. C. has more followers
that 1 have, but I think [ am gaining
on him.

OFFICIAL NOTIGE

From Pres. Bowles, of the American
National Liberal League.

To the Secularists and to all classes
of Liberal Religionists in the Unlit-
ed States:

In the city of Buffalo the first week
in October, 1901, a movement was in-
itiated to organize a National Liberal
League, and temporary officers were
elected.

The first annual meeting of the
League will be held in Cincinnati on
the 26th day of January, 1902, at
which time a permanent organization
will be completed.

Every man and woman in the Unit-
ed States who is opposed to eccles-
iastical domination and control of the
republic are cordially invited to be
present at this first meeting of the
cague,

From the very beginning of its ex-
istence as a nation, efforts have been
persistently and continuously made by
ecclesiastics to compass the union of
church and state, and now more than
ever before, the friends of constitu-
tional liberty have just grounds to fear
the consummation of this great poli-
tical erime. The saddest, the blood-
iest, the magt horrible and gruesome
pages - thed history of*(ne worid are
those which record and recount the
savagery of ecclesiastical govern-
ment, and to prevent a repetition of
this awful record in our beloved coun-
try, is the chief object of e Natlonal
Liberal League,

May we not confidently hope that
thousands of great men and grand
women will respond to this call, and
make the 26th of January, 1902, as
memorable in history as July 4, 1776,
when for the first time in the history
of the world a civil government was
organized completely separate from
an orthodox state of religion?

Let us honor the memory of Wash-
ington, Jefferson, Paine and Frank-
lin, and the 70,000 patriot heroes who
sacrificed their lives for liberty, and
gave us the constitution of the United
States which guarantees to every man
and woman the right to worship or not
to worship according to the dictates
of their own conscience.

Let us be as true to our posterity as
our fathers were to us—had it not
been for the heroic efforts of Paine,
Franklin, Jefferson and their asso-
ciates we would now all be slaves of
orthodox religion, and our country
would be as dark and desolate and
hopeless as Russia and Spain, and it
the liberties which they bequeathed
to us are to endure and grow like the
spreading branches of a mighty tree
hat great body of men and women
known as Secularists and Liberals
must stand on guard with sleepless
vigilance,

The constitution of the United
States confers no favor on any of the
numerous forms or kinds of religion,
for it expressly says: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.”

This is the Palladium of our lib-
vty and the only hope of the repub-
lie, and to you we confidently appeal
to preserve it, and transmit it unim-
paired to all the generations that are
vet to be,

The National Liberal League will di-
rect its energies toward legislation
and reconstruction of Liberal forces.
The temporary organization has adop-
ted but one plank for its platform—
The complete separation of church and
tate and the emancipation of the hu-
man mind from ecclesiastical domin-
ation.

It proposes to adopt an Impartial at-

titude toward all Freethought papers,

and will have no quarrel with other

Liberal organizations.

Well deflned duties will be prescrib-

ed for the conduct of each official,

No salary will be attached to any

office except to that of secretary.

Nominations for office will be made
in open session. Editors will not pe
placed upon the executive committea.
Detailed quarterly reports will be is-
sued by the secretary. The strictest
economy will prevail. Subordina‘e
state bodies will be nstituted. The an-
nual dues will be $1,

You are not required to send the an.
nual dues before the permanent or-
ganization on January 26th, but we are
anxious to have all those intending to
become members to register thelr
names at once. Send your name and
address with the statement that you
desire to become a member, to the
secretary, W. F. Jamieson, 1716 West-
ern avenue, Cincinnati, O.

T. J. BOWLES,

President of the National Liberal

League, Muncie, Ind.
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