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CHAPTER I
A BOLT FROM THE BLUE

1 do not drink with a thief
DEntrangues spoke in clear distinct

tones that rose above the hum of voices
and everyone caught the words In an in
stant the room was still The laughter on
all faces died away leaving them grave and
twenty pairs oi curious eyes and twenty
curious laces were tin ned toward us It was
so sudden so unexjnxrted this jarring dis
cord i our harmony that it fell as if a bolt
from a mangonel or a shot from one of
Mess r N rros now pu had dropped
in amongst us Even th t 1 take it would
have caused less surprirf although for the
present there was a tru in the Ian 1 Pros
i i Coloiina turned half round i bis
and looked at me Our host and commander
eld Ives d s who was pouring him
self out a glass vi white vernaci ia held the

nter in mid air an expression of blank
amazement in his blue eyes Even

us in Hawkwood who Bat next to
n- - iii nut oi his hahitual cM-

Everj eye was on us on me when at j

da on who as lean
big bnek lightiy a forcedsmue on his face
the lingers oi one band p ntli the
empty giasj him whilst with
other he slowly I his long red

j J v rtH i aback
Only tba ii I paj ted from 1

trangues apparen f terms
We had playt I he had won
my crowns It is true he was not paid in
full at the time hut he knew the word of

ivelli On leaving Mme DEntranj
asked rue to join hei hawking party for the
morrow and be urged the invitation J

accepted and backed my new peregrine
i DEntrangues old hawk B ibbo for
ten crowns the best of three flights and
the wager was taken Never indeed had
I known him so cordial I did not like the
man but for his wiles sake was friendly t

him CM a truth there were few of tha
youngsters in Tremouilles - p who wero
not in love with her and some of us older
fellow too though we hid our feelings bet ¬

ter 1 was grateful to madame She had
been kind to me after the affair of Ban
Miniato when a Florentine pike somehow
found its way through my breastplate In ¬

deed 1 may say I wed my y to her
nursing In return 1 bad been ofsomeserv
iee to her in the retreat up the vaih y of the
Taro alter Fornovo she called it saving her
life In this manner a friendship sprang up
between us which was increased by the op ¬

portunities we had of meeting jvhilst the
army lay inactive before Arczzo Long years
of camp life made me fully appreciate the
society of a woman remarkable alike foi
her beauty and her talent and she on the
other hand felt for me I was sure only
that friendship which it is possible for a
good woman to hold for a man who is not
hc r husband

1 Jo not for one moment mean to imp
thai Doris DEntrangues was perfection
1 knew her to be wayward and rash some
thins foolish if you will but withal a pure
woman I soon found slio was uuhapp
and in Lime she got into a way of confiding
hei l roubles to me and they were not a
lew for DEntrangues was what all men
knew him to be Finding that 1 could be of
help to madame 1 avoided all difference
with ths husband and for her sake was as

have said friendly to him Perhaps my
coarse of action wasnot prudent but who
is there amongst us who is always guided by
the head At any rate I expiated my fault
and paid the price of my folly to the end of
the measure

As I sat in the now silent supper room
with the mans words buzzing in my ears a

curious recollection of a scene that oc ¬

curred about a month ago cause hack to me
Madame and 1 had overridden ourselves
hawking and 1 had dismounted at her re
quest and gathered for her a posy of yellow
coronilia and scarlet amarylbs This in her
quick implusive way she held to her hus
bands f aee when we met him a half league
Ot so on our way back saying See what
level lowers I Savelli has given me He
snatched them from her hand and flung
them undci hi horse with an oath adding
something which I did not catch Madame
flushed crimson and the incident ended
there for 1 did not care to press the matter

It all came back to me now in the odd -

manner as I sat staring at DEntrangues
He had come in late to the supper and
after greeting DAlegres slipped into the
seat opposite me in silence Across him
two men were discussing a series of thefts
that had recently disturbed US They were
not common thefts such as are ot daily oc

currence in a military camp but were t he

work of some one both daring and enter-
prising Even then the matter would not
have attracted the attention it did but for

the loss of a ruby circlet by Duchess de la

Tremouiile which besides its intrinsic
value was the gift of a king Mme de la

Tremouiile made an outcry and the duke
as the matter touched him was leaving no

stone unturned to find the thief It had
come to be that every robbery in the camp

was put down to this same light fingered

gentleman and Viaconti one of the two men
the was loud¬who were discussing question

ly lamenting the loss of a rare medallion of

which he had just been relieved Through
out their conversation DEntrangues
the ugh once or twice addressed spoke no

word but maintained a moody silence

When the wine was circling round 1 being

vanned and wishing to stand well with the
husband of madame made some rallying al ¬

lusion to our match for the morrow and

offered to drink to him His reply is known

The silence which followed his speech was

bo utter that one may have heard a feather
fall- - ind then some one j mro

laughed shortly The sound brought me to
myself and in fury hardly knowing what

I vra doing 1 jumped up anu uiew j
but was instantly seized by Colonna aim

ofHawkwood The latter was a man great

size and between him anu ojomia

hCjfve Hawkwoodhim rope whispered
Ami his voice was kind this is not an affair

xo be settled with a poniard thrust
The whole room was in an uproar now ah
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crowding around us DFntrangues half
risen from his scat his hand on his sword
and I quivering in the grasp of my kind en
emies Old Ives dAlegres rushed forwards

Silence gentlemen he called out re
member I command here Savelli give up
that dagger DEntrangues your swore
Now gentlemen words have been used
which blood alone cannot wash out M

dEntrangues 1 await your explanation
Liar shouted out you will give it

to me at the swords point and big Hawk
woods restraining arms tightened over me

Thanks replied DEntrangues you
remember the Bwoid at last a mot
fore I saw in your hands your natural
weapon

A truce t this sirs 1 await you in
terrupte i DAlcgr s

Your pardon said DEntrangues Gen
en you want an explanation it i s

simple enough We have a thief in our
midst and he is there

A thief Di Savelli called out a dozen
and Ives dAlegres said Impos ¬

sible yon are mad DEntrangn s
No more sir than you or anyone of us

here 1 confess though I thought 1 was
when 1 first knew of it for ili man

been my comrade we have fou
by side and he has borne himself as a gal

soldier j thought I was mad I say
when i first knew of this but the proofs
are too

What are they DAlegres spoke very
shortly

You shall have them You all kn n
there have i i a series of unaccountable
thefts amongst us lately The duchess ru¬

bies have gone Hardly a lady but has losl
some valuable my wife amongst other
things a bracelet i he thief did not confine
his attention- - to the fair sex but visited

ten as well They were not common
thefts From the circumstances attending
them the robber must have known us in ¬

timately and had easy access to our quar
ts is Lp to now t lie matter has ocen a
mystery A lot of people have been wrong ¬

ly suspected and two poor wretches arc
nc vr swinging on the gibbet condemned for
nothing that I know of

It was done by my orders sir said
DAlegres the matter is beside the point

I stand corrected general Some little
time ago a fortunate chance revealed to me
who the culprit was 1 made no sign but
set to work until complete proofs were in my
hands

You have said so before Why beat
about the bush If you have proofs pro-
duce

¬

them
A moment sir May I ask any of you

to state what your most recent losses have
been

My medallion by Cimabue put in Via-
conti in his drawling voice

Fifty fat gold crowns in a leather bag
grumbled Hawkwood the residue of Ab-
bot

¬

Basilios ransom God send such an-

other
¬

prize to me for I know not how to pay
my lances

There was a little laugh at Hawkwoods
moan but it soon stilled and one by one
each man stated his latest loss

Gentlemen you interrupt If DEntran-
gues

¬

Let us end this painful scene
There is but one thing more sir I ask

you now to have this DEntrangues indi-
cated

¬

me with an insolent look this per-
sons

¬

quarters searched
Whilst he was speaking DAlegres gave a

whispered order to a young officer who left
the room immediately although with a
somewhat discontented sir at being sent
away As DEntrangues finished the door
was opened a couple of files of Swiss in-

fantry
¬

entered and with them Braccio For
tebraccio our provo3t marshal At a sign
from DAlegres one of the files surrounded
me the other DEntrangues and Braccio
called out in a loud voice I go di Savelli
and Crepin DEntrangues 1 arrest you in
the kings name

At your service provost said DEnt-
rangues

¬

with a how my sword is already
given up May I ask sir he continued
turning to Alegits if you will put my
proofs to the test

At once Provost lead your prisoners
to M di SaveUis quarters

Thank God The expression burst
from me so great was my relief I was
sure of being acquitted and madame or no
madame I should kill DEntrangues the
following day even though 1 knew Tre¬

mouiile had sworn to hang the next man
night duelling within the jurisdiction of

his camp We were as I have stated at
Aiezzo and had passed the winter there
in the truce following the expulsion of the
duke of Bari from Lombardy It had how ¬

ever become necessary to menace the pope
who was hilt deep in intrigue as well as
crime and Tremouiile leaving Monsignorc
dAmboise in Milan marched south and
with the aid of our Florentine allies held the
Borgia and Spain in check Acting under
the advice of Trevubio Ives dAlegres and
others the duke had not entered the town
but kept us in camp near Giove outside the

ii riT i fit 1 ik I a 11walls lue gates oi me cny anu uie cuaciei
were however at the same time strongly
garrisoned and Trevulzio held command
within It was all the more urgent to keep
the main body of the troops outside the
walls as they were composed with the ex
ception of a few French regimentsf mainly
of mercenaries and by holding the town
with picked men upon whom he could rely
Tremouiile would be able in case of any
change of front on the part of his mercen-
aries

¬

to have them between two fires
Ives dAlegres who then acted as lieutenant
general to the duke was immediately in
command of the camp and had fixed his
headquarters in a large villa the property
of the Aceolti and it was here that the sup¬

per which ended so disastrously for me
was given My quarters were but a bow ¬

shot or two away in the direction of the
town U hen we reached them I was sur
j i ised to find at the door my servant Tarbes
in the hands of two ot the marshals men
a half troop of French lancers drawn up be-

fore
¬

my tent and my own small condotta of
ten lances which I had raised for the war
by pawning my last acre all under guard
As if any attempt at rescue were possible
I saw in a moment that this accounted for

DEntrangues late arrival at the supper
but entered the tent sure of the results A
dozen blazing torches threw a clear enough
light and DAlegres briefly requested the
provost to begin the search The practiced
hands oi the field police did this very ef-

fectually
¬

but to no purpose and 1 felt that
the faces of all were looking friendly towards
me DEntrangues seemed nervous and
his sallow cheek was pale

Send for Tarbes he said and at a word
from the provost my knave was led in This
man was a Spaniard whom I had taken into
my service some little while ago on the
recommendation of DEntrangues Except
on one occasion when he lost or maybe
stole a pair of silver spurs for which 1

cuffed him roundly he had served me well
At the present moment beseemed overcome
with fear trembled in every limb and re-

fused
¬

to look at me
Signor Tarbes said the provost do

you know what the wheel is
The man made no answer and Braccio

went on
Signor Tarbes we want a little infor-

mation
¬

which I am persuaded you possess
If you give it freely we will be merciful if
you prevaricate if you attempt to conceal
anything we will do to you what we did
to thp death hunters after San Miniato
you renumber

Speak freely Tarbes There is no fear
1 added

Even your master the excellent cava
iiere advises you and 1 must say advises
you well continued Braccio Signor

- j ou will now show us and he
rubbed his hands together softly where
the valliant knight Ugo di Savelli keeps
his prizes or war the spoils of his bow and
-- pear I was going to say fin

Have a care sir said DAlegres stern ¬

ly you are here to do your duty not to
play the jester Braccio shrank back at
ii1- - look and the general turned to Tarbes

In brief we want to know if your master
M di Save lii has any concealed property
heie Will you answer at once or do you
prefer to be put to the question

I will Bpeak say anything my lord
only have mercy swear what 1 say is true
His excellency my master has nothing be-

yond
¬

what you have seen and what lies in
the leather valise under this rug

Now this rug m question lay flat on the
turf on which my tent stood and at the
time of the search DAlegres and others
were standing on it Owing to this and to
the crowded state of the tent it had hither-
to escaped the attention which it would
doubtless have received sooner or later for
nothing ever passed Braccios eyes in a

u nt the rug was swept aside and as the
were held to the turf it was evident

it had been dug away and then replaced
imcwhal carelessly
Braccio was in Ins element
Pouf he exclaimed a clumsy ama ¬

teur aftei all 1 thought better of his valor
Here give me a pike And hold the torches
so

With the sharp point of the pike he
quickly cleared away the turf and stocp- -

MVJfeI w

Opened the valise and spread the contents on a
high camp table

ing down lifted up from the hole he ex ¬

posed a small brown valise which had been
concealed in the earth The interest was
now intense Everyone crowded round
Braccio Even the vigilance of the guards
over me completely relaxed I felt a touch
on my shoulder and looking back saw
Hawkwood

Would you like to go he whispered
rapidly My horse is ready saddled you
know where to find him

I thanked him with a look but shook my
head and the giant fell back

Shall I break it open excellency and
Braccio held the bag out to DAlegres

My master has the key put in Tarbes
I know no more

I the key I exclaimed Villain the
bag is not mine

It bears your arms however Braccio
pointed to a little metal plate on which
they were distinctly engraved

You must I am afraid submit to the fm
ther indignity of being searched said
DAlegres

There was no hope in resistance and I
endured this Braccio himself searched me
and almost as soon as he began pulled from
an inner pocket of my vest a small key at ¬

tached to a fine gold chain
Here is the noble knights key he ex ¬

claimed and see it fits exactly He
turned it in the lock opened the valise and
emptied the contents out on a rough camp
table A low murmur went up for amongst
the small heap of articles were Hawkwoods
leather bag and madames bracelet whilst
something rolled a little on one side and
fell off softly to the turf A soldier picked
it up and placed it face upwards on the
table the lost medallion

One by one DAlegres held up the articles
sadly and I looked round in my agony on
the faces of those who but an hour ago were
my friends They had all shrunk back from
me and 1 was alone within the circle of the
guards DEntrangues stood with folded
aiins and a smile on his iips and Tarbes
glanced from side to side like an ape seek ¬

ing chance for escape I looked towards
Hawkwood but even his face was hard and
set

1 do not see the duchess rubies here
said DAlegres

I am prepared to produce them w

replied DEntrangues in the mean
tune I trust you have sufficient proof

Give M dEntrangues his sword You
need not fight this man DAlegres added
pointing to me even if he challenges you
Were you a French subject he said to me

I would hang you in your boots as it is I
will submit the case to the duke DEn ¬

trangues I hold you to jour word about the
rubies Provost see that your prisoner is
carefully guarded You will answer for him
with yoar life

Irisoner your excellency ineie are
two

1 have restored M dEntrangues his
sword

There is still another and the provost
pointed to Tarbes

Pah exclaimed DAlegres hang him
out of hand come gentlemen

One by one they went out Not another
look did they give me 1 heard the tread of
feet and the sound of voices in eager con-
versation

¬

dying out in the distance 1 stood
as in a dream Tarbes had been dragged
away speechless and half fainting When
he was outside he found voice and 1 heard
him alternately cursing DAlegres and DEn
trangues and screaming for mercy Braccio
touched me on the arm

Come signore he said you at an
rate have a few hours left

TO BE CONTINUED

JAPANESE HUMOR

Some Stray Sample of It That Have
Been Fonnd in the

Newspapers

The Japanese newspapers jjaake near¬

ly as much ise of jokes as the Ameri-
can

¬

press and in spite of the differ-
ences

¬

of languages and customs Amer-
ican

¬

jokes are thoroughly enjoyed oy
the Japs when translated into their
tongue

Au example of Japanese humor is the
story of two deaf men who meeting
each other one morning indulged in
this dialogue

First Deaf Man Good morning Are
you going to buv sake rice wine

Second Deaf Man Oh excuse me I
thought you were going to buy sake

A toper feeling headachy after a
spree bad fallen asleep He dreamed
that he had found a sack of sake and
licked his chops before tasting it How
delicious he exclaimed It would be
proper to report the find at police head ¬

quarters but a windfall like this snko
no no Well shall 1 take a glass

Xo there will be nothing lost by wait ¬

ing until 1 warm it lie was just going
to set it to warm when the midday gun
awoke him whereupon he ruefully ev
claimed Oh what a pity it was I

did not drink it cold
Another story is about a dor

You told me that when a dog barked
he would leave off if one wrote tiger
on his palm and kept his iist clinched

A European dog flew at me as 1 war
coming home late last night So I

stuck my fist out and just look how I

got bitter
Ob Probably it was a dog who had

not yet learned Japanese writing
Ii the Pursuit of Fashion Two

young men having met in front of a
haberdashers shop one of them waved
his hand and cried out

I have much to say but business
calls ine home I must put off the con ¬

versation for a few days when 1 will
see vou at your house

The other asked him what this busi-
ness

¬

might be whether any of his fam-
ily

¬

had been taken ill
Oh no replied the first young man

1 have been getting a kerchief which
my wife commissioned me to buy The
reason why I said I couldnt stop is that
it would be an awful thing for her to
fall behind the fashion while I was
loitering on the way Chicago Chron-
icle

¬

Cornwalls Dnried Treasure
The fortune of a Croesus lies buried

under the sands and rocks near Gun
walloe in the Lizard district of Corn-
wall

¬

In 1571 a Spanish ship bearing
a freight of 17000000 and many bars
of gold to London for safe custody that
could not be found in Spain was
wrecked amid the sand and rocks some
distance from the shore a cruel murder-

ous-looking shore This more than
a fortune has been buried since A
part of the treasure was once secured
by an enterprising Cornishman the
government claiming its toll and
more than one band of speculators has
tried to rob the sea of its spoil and has
been defeated by the great Atlantic
rollers and driven home out of pocket
but yet not without hope There is
some talk of making another search for
this hidden wealth but Cornishmen
have been so bitten in many ventures
that they may well button up their
pockets London Outlook

An Appreelatlve Reader
Thomas Scott the celebrated com-

mentator
¬

on the Bible published an
edition of Bunyans Pilgrims Progress
with explanatory notes A copy of this
work he benevolently presented to one
of his poor parishioners Meeting him
soon after Mr Scott inquired whether
he had read it

Yes sir was the enthusiastic reply
Do you think you understand it
Oh yes sir the parishioner an¬

swered with the unexpected and dis¬

appointing addition and I hope before
long I shall understand the notes St
Louis Globe Democrat

A Paper of Taeks
We all regret to day what we did yes-

terday
¬

Will we regret the day after
to morrow what we do to morrow Is
it not the only safe way to do nothing
at all

Life is a sad riddle There is at last
only one way out to give it up

A hog may act the part of a man with-
out

¬

knowing it A man can never act
the part of a hog without knowing it
Hardware

Quack tlnaek
Great Editor Why in the world

dont you advertise your address in
the newspapers

Eminent Physician People would
think me a quack Why dont you sign
your name to the articles you write for
your paper

Great Editor People would think me
a goose N Y Weekly

A Donble Portion
She married him to spite a girl

friend
But she afterwards divorced him
Yes that was to enable him to

marry the same girl friend and en-
joy

¬

more spite Philadelphia North
American
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Pine -T-
ar-Honey

Natures natural remedy Improved by
science to a Pleasant Permanent Positive
Cure for coughs colds all inflamed surfaces
of Lungs Bronchial Tubes

The sore weary cough worn Lungs re exhila ¬

rated the microbe bearing mucus is cut out the
cause of that tickling is removed and uV inflated
membranes are healed soothed so that thert
Is no to cough

SOLO Bv DRUGGISTS
8ottles Only 25o SOo and 100 SIa
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Special Offer
The New Werner Edition of

The Encyclopedia Britamica
IN THIRTY SUPERB OCTAVO VOLUMES

Boys a Chance
were the closing words of an by Abraham Lincoln He
realized that parents responsible in a degree for what their
children become If you have children study their individual

Sal

have
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guaranteed
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CALDWELLS

Bells

tendencies and place the best
possible educational advantages
before them A way has been
provided in the New Edi-

tion
¬

of the Encyclopaedia Britan
nica complete in thirty volumes

best thoughts on all subjects
v ijrf A m the history of man are treasur

ed there A systematic study of
this work is equal to any
course Algebra Anatomy Arch-
itecture

¬

Building Electricity
Economy are a few of

adopted Yale Harvard and
Columbia colleges This shows in what esteem it is held by the
highest educators in the land Just now you can secure the

Encyclopaedia Britannica
for One Dollar
and the balance in small monthly payments The entire Thirty
Volumes with a Guide and m elegant Oak Book Case will be
delivered when the first payment is made

The complete set Thirty Large Octavo Volumes
No New Style Buckram Cloth Marbled Edges Extra Quality High

Machine Finish Book Paper 400
First payment Dollar 100 and Three Dollars per

thereafter
No a Half Morocco Marbled Edges Extra Quality High Machine Finish

Book Paper 6000
First Two Dollars 200 and Four Dollars 400 per

month thereafter
No 3 Sheep Tan Color Marbled Edges Extra Quality High Machine Finish

Book Paper 7500
First payment Three Dollars 300 and Five Dollars 500 per

month thereafter
A reduction of 10 is granted by paying cash within 30 days after the

receipt of the work
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Florida Havana
Solid trains finest in the South Cincinnati to

Jacksonville daily via the Queen Crescent
connecting Fines Through connections to Tampa

Miami or New Orleans with fast Steamer Service

to Nassau Key West Havana Santiago

San Juan Low rate round trip tickets
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DufliBQ Posting Co

We make a specialty of posting
all classes paper large

small also distribute booklets dodgers
at reasonable rates

Get prices before placing your
work

Good stands good locations
good work
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The Train Service is per-

fect

¬

in detail Fast sched
ules 24 hours to Jackson

V
4lV

ville a hours- 9

Cincinnati to
Havana
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Cincinnati

Luxuries For Men

A clean quick and easy share is a
luxury which all men appreciate and a
luxury which all men get who patromzt
Crawford Bros shop next door to th
Bourbon Bank Excellent bath gerrioi
in connection with the shop Kew ps
rons are always welcome tf

Insure your property against fire
wind and lightning in the Hurst Horn
Insurance Qt a safe and reliable oom
pany
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