
THE WRECK
Across the night a irray moon fellThrough bars of shifting cloud to setVv here iron reef and white wave metSullenly at the doors of hell
It saw the great ships dying tfcroeAs one with dim drawn face who seesA dumb beast in its agonies
And may not help and cannot go- -

And peeping
caves

still from wind wrought

It watched smid the swirl and strifeUnlovely atoms each a life
Tossed on the uproar of the waves
Sick to the heart with fear untoldOf that mad slaughter half descriedIt crept behind a cloud and died
Then the black night was icy cold
Last out of chaos calmly bright

Day dawned and with a greeting roar
Triumphant ocean flung to shore

His broken playthings of the night
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CHAPTER XXI
THE RESCUE OF ANGIOLA

The next day as the big gun from the cita-
del boomed out the twelft I hour and all the
Les of the town clanged forth the time five
horsemen rode through the gateoi St An
geo wliov doers were spread wide open
The single sentry on July paced sleepily up
and down he was loi ing for his noontide
siesta and the guard ol a half score of Uag
licnis tauces lay with their armor on bask¬

ing in the mellow sun A subaltern officer
who had evidently dined to some pur ose
reclined on his hack half in half out of the
shade of a few olive trees that grew to the
left o the gate and the ruby on his cheeks
showed up all the brightei against the green
of the grass on w hkh h was stretch The
horsemen wore mysel and my tour follow-
ers

¬

We had taken he route 1 went the day
before with Uian and the Ian I had formed
warn this On mv 1 admittance to the
house Jacono and Haude Nere were to pat
themselves at the floor and engage the guard
there in ti Cli in and the lackey
were to bold l ii h rs s As soon as I ascer
tained the position of Angiolas room 1

would blow shrilly on a whistle I had par
chased for the purpose My men at the
door who with arquebuses as
well as their swords would hold the passage
and I should try and account for the Cava
Here Paolo and bear off the prize If we
succeeded we could easily make the gate
and then the road to St Jerome lay open
before us The fact that the attempt was
to be made in broad dyludit to would be
a safeguard as no one would deem that
such a dc usually done undo- - cover of
night was to be adventun this hour

had partly paved the way for my entrance
by my call of yes ni was provided
with a sufiieienth tusi le s to keep
the cavaiiere whilst 1 took stock
of his surround s Jacoj II id been
Mtefuily drilled as to how he was to an ¬

nounce me and the quest - ived itself
into hard hitting and a little luck 1 had
die sod myself with particular care wearing
m bfifT coat under a gay jerkin end a short
velvet cloak hung roni my shoulders This
am i attire was to act as a farther
blind and aj all Ihe appearance of a mere
visit of i y There was of coarse the
possibility of ray being refused admittance
and of the I1 lo declining to see
me but this was not probable and if it did
happen i ws ready for a bold stroke and
for this Bande N with him a
grenade with which to blow open the door
As it turued out however we had no diffi ¬

culty on this m On reaching the boose
1 gl need up and saw a face peering at as
through the the windows
above but it was almost immediately with ¬

drawn Jacop and knockeda
firmly 11kj ce 1 have de ¬

scribed of o - wal gone
Uirough but on my name being mentioned
tiie porter shut his peep hole there was the
sound of the rei of a i ar the dank of
chains and the door swung open with a

Jen groan disclosfaga hall in which stood
two men completely armed their arque ¬

buses at the n ady in their hands whilst the
doorkeeper himself a sturdy knave stood
full in the entrance swinging a bunch of
ke

Is the Cavalie e Paolo Daglioni within
1 asked as 1 dismounted taking it for
granted 1 was to be received from the prepa-
ration

¬

1 saw was made
He is signbre be pleased to follow

With a warning glance to Jacono 1 stepped
in finding myself in a hall of middle size the
walls discolored with age and chipped and
cracked in many places clearly the Casino
Baglioni needed repairs At the end of the
ball was a spiral staircase whose stone
steps worn to a hollow in the middle by the
passing and repassing of feet marked its
great age Up this narrow stairway I fol-

lowed
¬

the man until we reached a corridor
hung on each side with rusty suits of ar-

mor
¬

and old and tattered banners The
place was very damp and there was a musty
smell about it as if no pure air ever came
that way ll was evident that the cavaiiere
was on the alert for a man was on guard
here armed like those below with sword
and arquebus To him my guide addressed
himself

lie has come he said jerking his thumb
Backwards at me

Well announce him said the sentinel
That is for you answered the janitor

I had enough of Pluto this morning With
this he turned on his heel and ran back
downstairs jingling his keys

The sentry stood still however and after
waiting for half a minute 1 spoke my blood
rising a little within me

Will you be good enough to announce
the Cavaiiere di Savelli on an urgent af--

The man turned round to a closed door be-

hind

¬

him rapping at it with his mailed hand
From inside I heard a shuffling noise a
heavy body lurched against the door and
there was a scratching at the wood No an-

swer

¬

however came to the knock
Knock again 1 said a little impatient-

ly

¬

and this time a deep voice called out
Enter

1 placed my hand on the door to open it
when the sentry spoke with unexpected civ ¬

ility1
Take care of the beast signore
The beast what beast 1 asked pre-

tending

¬

not to know anything of Plutos ex- -

istence
His excellencys bear do not fear it

else it might injure you cospetto But it is

a perfect fiend if you run from it It killed

a poor woman the other day
Thanks friend I will beware I an-

swered

¬

and pushed open the door spring
jng back a yard as I did so for with a sbort
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bear rose on his hnd legs and struck out at
my face with his claws

Diavolo go back shouted the sentry
to the brute and 1 whipped out my sword
but the animal merely stood in the open
doorway making no further advance his
great jaws open and puffing like a black-
smiths

¬

bellows
Cospetto excellency call 01T the bear

shouted the sentry again indeed he seemed
positively to hate the animal and from in-

side
¬

came a low deep toned but mocking
laugh Come back Pluto down you
brute down then there was a heavy

thud the tinkling of shivered glass and
the bear dropping on its fore feet shambled
back into the room 1 was considerably
6tartled and not a little angry but conceal-
ing

¬

these feelings stepped boldly into the
room keeping my drawn sword still in my
hand

The Cavaiiere di Baglioni I inquired
At the Cavaiiere di Savellis service

and a tall figure rose from a lounge chair
and surveyed me 1 confess that my heart
began to beat a little fast when 1 saw the
man against whom I was to pit myself He
was far above the middle height and pro ¬

portionately broad His grizzled hair part¬

ed in the middle hung down straightly to
his neck and a thick gray heard and mus
tache bid his mouth and chin A cruel
hooked nose almost Hebraic in shape was
set between a pair of small and piercing
eyes lis complexion was deathly pale and
by tli light which fell from the barred win ¬

dow 1 saw beneath the skin the little red
bnes ol swollen veins which marked an in
temperate life At a small table beside the

hair was a pack of cards and a is half
filled with red wine the bottle from which
the wine was taken was lying in fragments
at the door where it had fallen and roken
to bits aft r being flung at Pluto The bear
was now beside bis master facing me his
huge he 1 hed down and swaying from side
to side We remained for half a minute
staring at each other and then Baglioni
spoke again with his deep Bneering accent

Is it usual for the Cavaiiere di Savelli to
pay visits with a drawn sword in his hand

Is it usual 1 replied for gentlemen to
be receive i by having a savage beast set at
them

Oh Pluto and lie touched the bear
Pluto was t set at you man you won 1

not be h re if be was
Pro ably if however you will call the

beast to one side I would like to discuss ny
business with you cavaiiere

iiui the door and tit down there be
replied Pluto will not disturb as you can
put back your sword It would avail you
little he grinned

it cost me an effort but 1 did as I was
bidden and Baglioni sank back into his
lounge the bear still standing and keeping
its fierce eyes on me Its master however
kept ru Ins hand up and down its
Bhaggy coat whilst he asked in his measured
voice

Well and to what do I owe the honor of
this visit

You would prefer no beating about the
bush

It is my way
Well then cavaiore I have come f

ie villi 1 spcei bject and that is to
ask you to change sides aid to use your in
flm nee with your cousin Count Carlo to do
likewise

i follow the head of my bout
Exactly You are aware that His Holi-

ness
¬

- over 70 years of age
he laud bin 01 Cod Alexand

Well he cannot go on forever and if he
were to die it is an end to the Io-

lie Iio he laughed it is an end to
the Borgia Cavaiiere your employers are
mad It will take not a little to break Ce¬

sare Cesare Borgia Duke of ilomagna
Imola and raenza Marquis of Rimini Count
oi Forli Cord of Pesaro and Fano Gonf al
oniere of the Church good for a low born
bastard eh Ho ho break Cesare Not
you

Stronger trees have fallen signore re
member we have France and the Floren¬

tines on our side and g0 under Tre
lille and Trevulzio are not 20 miles from

you
i was playing a risky game If I did suc ¬

ceed in inducing this man to listen to my
proposals and he actually persuaded his
cousin to do likewise it would be a terrible
blow to the Borgia On the other hand i
ran the immediate 1 tsk of being arrested and
kept a prisoner or killed outright But it
was the only way to gain time and look
about me and whilst U ively
stroked his strange pet making no reply to
my last speech I glanced cautiously but
carefully around the room Like the passage
outside the wall- - were hung with old armor
and old flags Time had defaced the pic¬

tures on the ceiling and such furniture as
there was was old and the coverings of the
chairs ind tables moth eaten and wine
stained The stale odor of wine mingled
with the must of a long untouched room and
everywhere on the tables on the chairs
and strewn here and there on the floor were
cards Evidently the cavaiiere had a weak ¬

ness in this direction and like lightning it
flashed upon me t hat if he were a gambler
the game was probably in my hands and 1

would drop policy and turn to the cards
Iy thoughts were interrupted by Laglioni

who broke the silence What evidence
have you to show you are the person you
represent yourself to be

1 can offer you none In matters like
these one does not carry evidence about
but if you like to send a trusted messenger
to Rome to the Cardinal d Amboise seethe
reception he will get or nearer still to Tre
mouille

And why come to me
Because of your influence with your

cousin and because you are a man who will
play for a big stake and 1 risked the shot
His eyes flashed and his hand stopped in its
movement through the fur of the bear

My influence with my cousin is that
he snapped his fingers but a big stake
yes 1 like playing for big stakes

I stooped and picked up a card holding
it idly up between my finger and thumb

This what I propose is a bigger stake
than you could ever get on the king cava-

iiere
¬

and with a twist of my wrist 1 sent
the card from me it hit the wall opposite
with a smart tap and then floated slowly
and noiselessly down to the floor of the
room

The mans eyes followed the card and he
muttered as if to himself

A big stake yes Carlo gives me nothing
I am his jailer I who in a single night

have lost two lordships to Riar have now
not a ducat to iling in the air except what
the niggard allows me

1 did not like the part I was playing but
I knew enough of the state of affairs to be

certain that D Amboise would richly reward
the person who could detach Baglioni from
the Borgia I said no more than the truth
therefore when I added quietly

You would have another lordship or two
mavbe to stake if my proposal were carried
out

Cospetto he said it is useless
Then I am sorry 1 replied rising as if

to depart but must wish you good day
Diavolo Cavaiiere you are not going

without some refreshment Ho without
there and his deep voice pealed out like a
great bell

The bear which had stretched itself on
the floor rose with a grunt but Baglioni
pressed its head down and it sank back and
began to hum itself between its paws like
an enormous bee or rather with the sound
a thousand bees might make

After a little delay there was a knock at
the door but apparently as usual the per-
son

¬

outside whoever he was did not feel
disposed to come in My host rose in anger
and stepped across the room followed by
his beast the latter passing unpleasantly
close to me

There was an altercation at the door my
host went out with his pet and for a min-
ute

¬

or two I was left alone 1 moved my
seat nearer to the small table beside Bagli
onis lounge and taking up the pack of
cards began to shuffle and cut them

The cavaiiere came back very soon a flask
in one hand and a glass in the other

Blood of St John he exclaimed as he
set them down with a clink on the table
those rascals 1 will have their ears cut

off they fear this poor lamb and he
fondled the great bear which rose on its
hind feet and began muzzling its master

1 am not surprised Corpo di Bacco
The king again and I flung down the pack
in apparent disgust

Down Pluto and Baglioni turned to
me The king again What was that vou
aid

Cutting left hand against the right I
lost three times

1 lost ten thousand one night over cu-
ttingbut

¬

help yourself and he pushed the
flask towards me and then filled his own
a bich be drained at a gulp

Come cavaiiere you are in no hurry cut
me through the pack

With pleasure but my purse bearer is
downstairs will you permit me to see him

By all means the heavier the purse the
better for me

A favoi I cannot play with that beast
near me could you not send him away

Send him away my familiar he said
with an awful smile Xo ro Di Savelli
be is my luck but 1 shall keep him at a dis ¬

tance if you like
I rose and went down to Jacopo and

found him and Bande Nere already on
friendly terms with the guard 1 took my
purse from him and found time to whisper
a warning to strike the moment he heard
my whistle When I came back 1 was re-

lieved
¬

to find the bear fastened by a chain
to a ring in the wall The chain itself was
weak and could have been snipped with
ease but the animal made no effort to strain
at it and lay down as contentedly as a dog
Baglioni bad pulled a table into the center
of the room and was seated at it impatiently
ruffling the cards

Back at last be said and his voice had
lost it measured cadence heavens I have
not spread ihe cards for a whole year what
stasv

Simply cutting the cards
Yes It is the quickest game 1 know
Say a crown each turn to begin with
Ye cut through four times and 1 paid

over two crowns Baglioni laughed as he put
them on one side peddling stake- - tl
cavaiiere make them ten crowns a cut

Agreed three cuts and a shuffle
He n dded and I paid ten crowns feeling

at ihis rate that my purse would soon be
emptji but 1 snw I hat the fever was taking
hold of him and offered to double the stakes
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My sword was up to the hilt in --lis side

and won Prom that moment luck favored
me and it the end of half an hours play the
cavaiiere had lost all his ready money about
GO crowns and owed me 5X10 besides lie
did not take Ins losses well all the re ¬

strained self command which he first ex
hibited gave place to a wild exejtement and
his bands shook as he shuffled the cards his
white face paling whiter than ever

Curse the irdsl he said I have no
luck

The moment bad come for which I had
been watching Time after time I felt in ¬

clined to strike a sudden blow but held my ¬

self in
Xo more to day cavaiiere 1 said filling

my glass I have business and must away
A red flush came to his forehead I can ¬

not pay you at once he said in a low tone
Tush I replied the word of Baglioni

is enough but if you want a last try for
your revenge 1 will cut you

Double or quits he burst in
Xo cavaiiere and I dropped the words

out slowly the five hundred against a five
minutes interview with the Lady Angiola

He leaned back in his chair in amaze and
1 went on Listen to me I only want five
minutes speech with her in your presence
if you will come shall I cut or will you

Diavolo he muttered if Carlo hears
of this well yes I will cut first the ten
a bad card to beat

I cut carelessly and faced my card It
was a king

Hell end furies he burst out You
have won Come sir and rising he ad-

vanced
¬

towards the bear
A moment cavaiiere I said in your

presence I did not include Messer Pluto
there in the interview

He gave me an unpleasant look but
stopped short

Very well he said and taking a large
key from his girdle went on before me

It cost me a great effort to keep cool up
to now my luck had been so great that every
moment there was a temptation to put all
to the hazard of one stroke I smiled under
my beard as I thought of the imposing fool
Count- - Carlo had placed in charge of his
prize and when I saw the huge shaking hand
clutching the key I could not help thinking
that nerves like that would never hold a
sword straight and that for all his size and
courage the cavaiiere was not a very for-
midable

¬

foe
In a few steps we reached the door ho

wanted and Baglioni after knocking once
simply turned the key and pushed open the
door

Looking over his shoulder I saw a small
but well furnished room and standing in the
middle of it in startled surprise at this sud-

den
¬

intrusion the figure of Angiola Quick
as thought I made a warning gesture and
almost at the moment Baglioni turned round
with

A visitor for you madam
She iid not seem to recognize me but at

the warning gesture 1 made a faint flush
came into her cheek She stood looking at
us half frightened half indignant and at
last spoke

I do not recognize
Ugo di Savelli madam and I bowed

Her lips curled a little as she answered
Well Messer Ugo di Savelli Cavaiiere

Ugo ai Savelli I shouic m t it not so
May 1 ask your business if it is any mes-
sage

¬

from your master 1 aecline Lo hear it
and she turned away with a motion of su-

preme
¬

disdain thinking no doubt thatl was
a follower of Count Carlo

Ho ho laughed Baglioni at my look of
discomfiture the future countess can speak
her mind 1 pity Carlo You had best cut
short your five minutes cavaiiere and come
back to the cards

At this moment 1 heard the bear whining
below impatient for his master and 1 knew
his bonds were all too slender to hold him
There was nothing for it but to save AngioLi
in spite of herself All this happened in a
flash and with my full strength 1 hit Bag-

lioni
¬

below the left ear just where the neck
and head united So sudden so unexpected
was the blow that the huge man rolled ovei
like an ox and a short shrill scream broke
from Angiola My sword was out in a mo-
ment

¬

and 1 stood over Baglioni
A cry a movement and 1 kill you like

a dog 1 gasped out my breath coming thick
and fast throw the key to the lady pick
it up girl quick now run to the door and
stand there 1 am here to save you It
was done at once for Baplioni saw he must
obey or die and springing back 1 closed the
door quickly and turned the key Almost as
1 did so 1 heard footsteps hurrying below
and blew loudly on my whistle The sound
of the whistle was followed by an angry
shouting that was drowned by a lerriie
1 oar and I saw Pluto before me rushing up
the stair with the end of his broken chain
still banging to him Baglioni was batter¬

ing at the door behind me He was saff
enough but my companion had dropped in
a faint and I wanted all my hands and all
my nerve to meet the beast who was now
on the stairway not ten feet away from me

- to me was a heavy stool I seized this
and flung it at the animal with all my
strength and getting between his forefeet
in caused him to stumble and slip back a
half dozen steps but with another roar
Pluto gathered himself together and rushed
up again his jaws agape and white with
foam I gave him the point deep into his
neck It might have been a pin prick and
he dented the steel with bis teeth Rising to
his feet he struck at me tearing mv short
cloak clean off my shoulders and hen my
sword was up to the hilt in his side and we
grappled My left cheek was once touched
by his claws and seemed to be hanging in
ribbons but although almost blinded with
blood and choked by his fetid breath 1 held
my head well down and drove my dagger
again and again into the beast Angiola had
recovered from her laint and above the
grunting of the bear the battering at the
door and the clash of steel below 1 hea d
her laughing in shrill hystei ics My strengx 1

was failing 1 was about to give up all foi
lost when there was a loud report and with
a howl the bear fell backwards My band
somehow fastened itself to the hilt of my
sword sticking in the animals side and the
weight of him as he fell back and as I shook
niysell clear treed the blade I stood half
dazed watching the Ii ck body sliding
limply down the stairs until it lay in a
shapeless heap on the landing Jacopos
voice brought me to myself

For the love of God qcick excellency
quick

God 1 suppose gives men strength some-
times

¬

for His own pui poses And so it must
have been with me for 1 picked my dear up
in my arms and half giddy and staggering
made my way to the entrance door 1 need
not say 1 had no time to look about me but
Jacopo helped me with my burden Luting
her to the pommel oi the saddle 1 sprang
up behind and drawing my darling close to
me with a shout of triumph 1 set free my
plunging horse and let him go with a loose
rein

to be continued

Sternes Destitution
Lawrence Sterne the writer was the

victim of the intensest povert A little
time bfore his death being-- in a stat c

of destitution he went one evening to
borrow five pounds from his f ried Gar
rick Upon arriving he heard music
and knew that a party was going on
lie beard the merry laughter and jtn
1 1 y replacing the uplifted knocker re
traced his steps We never fee our mis
erit s so keenly as when contrasted with
the joys of others and it is-- only then
thai we realize Wordsworth picture
And homeless near a thousand homes I

stood
And near a thousand tables pined foi

food
Another story of this writer does cot

evoke so much sympathy It was
known that Sterne used his wife very
ill and in talking with Garrick one day
in-- fine- - sentimental style of conjugal
love and fidelity said The husband
who behaves unkindly to his wife- - de-

serves- to have his house burn down
over his head If you think so said
Garrick quietly I hope yours is well
insured Detroit Free Press

A Xovelists Memory
A characteristic of the late Wiilian

Black was his ignorance of his owr
books audi it was very difficult to ge
him to talk about his novels fl
seemed that as soon as the proof
sheets were returned to the printer
Mr Black forgot all about his own cre
ations In talking to my husband tn
other day Mrs Black once said to
visitor I suddenly remembered an an
ecdote in one of his novels which illus-
trated what I was saying Mr Blaci
laughed heartily at the story and thet
turned eagerly to me But where dV
you hear so good a story iy hu
band wouldnt believe it was in one o
his own books until 1 found it few

him Detroit Free Press

Getting an Opening
A man had a story about a gun whicr

he delivered himself of upon all occa
sions

At a dinner party one evening h
writhed in his chair for over an hout
waiting for a chance to introduce hi
story but no opportunity presented it-

self Finally he slipped a coin into th
hand of a waiter and whispered

When you leave the room again slam
the door The waiter slammed thr
doer as directed and the man sprang tc
his feet with the exclamation Whiti
that noise a gun Oh no replied
his host It was only the door Ah

I I see Well speaking of guns reminds
me of a Utile story etc Liverpool
Mercury

Hubby Holds the Iteeord
Polite Shopman showing goods

Here is sometihng 1 would like to caU
your attention to madam It is the
very latest thing out

Mrs Rounder absently If there
anything out later than my husband Ill
take it ii only as a curiosity Tit Bits
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WECURESTRICTURE
Thousands of young and middlo aged

men are troubled with this dieeuBO many
unconsciously They may have a smart¬

ing sensation imail twisting stream
riurp cutting pains at times slight din
charge difficulty in commencing weak
organs emissions and all tha symptoms
of nervous debility they have JsiRIC
TURE Dont let doctors cinfirimMitrn
you by cutting stretching or tearing
you Thiavrill not euro you ns it will re
turn Our NE7 METHOD TREAT¬

MENT absorbs the clrietura tissue
herco removes the f trictura permanently
It can never return No pain no suffer ¬

ing no dot nticn from business ty our
method TheBexualoigansrrostrength
ened The nerves nro invigorated and
the bli s of manhood returns
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Thousands of young znJL middla aftd
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Quacks to exrt imput on you Consult
Specialists who bars made a life stud of
DiseasesofMen ani Viomn Our NEW
METHOD TREATMENT will posi-
tively

¬

cure you One thousand dollars
for a case wo accept for treatment and
cannot cure Lcrms moderate Icr a cure
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Edition cf

Websters
Newly and magnificently illustrated

We offer you the best dictionary ever put
on the market at a low price This is an
American Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage

¬

containing the whole vocabulary
of the first edition the entire corrections
and improvements of the second edition
to which is prefixed an introductory dis-
sertation

¬

on the history origin and con ¬

nections of the languages of Western Asia
and Europe with an explanation of the
principles on which languages are formed
This book contains every word that
ftoah Webster ever defined and the
following SPECIAL FEATURES An Ap¬

pendix of 10000 words Pronouncing Vo-
cabulary

¬

of Scripture names Greek and
Latin Proper Names Modern Geographical
Names Dictionary of Antonyms and Syn-
onyms

¬

Dictionary of Familiar Allusions
Lexicon of Foreign Phrases Dictionary of
Abbreviations etc etc together with
4 BEAUTIFUL COLORED PLATES show ¬

ing in their actual colors the Flags of the
Various Nations US Naval Flags Pilot Sig ¬

nals of Various NationsTacht Club Signals
and Shoulder Straps for Officers THIS
IS HOT THE CHEAP BOOK but a beauti-
fully

¬

printed edition on fine paper with

published
Forwarded

lowest

of
One Million Facts jt

Fancies

ONLY
Tells all about our Language

its Use Lit-
erature

¬

Industry and Commerce Money and
Finance Law People
World and Its Ways etc The grandest

ever for It answers
of questions the solution of which

a matter daily need business
The contains 500 6

upon receipt 75
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