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THE MURDERER OF
JOSIE TILMAN,

Expiates His Terrible

Crime Upon the

Gallows.

IMPRESSIVE SCENE AT THE EXECUTION

History of the Crime and the Only Authorized

Statemeont From Williams.
the Crime and His Reasons for
Committing It.

He Tells OFf

At 7:05 o'clock this morning, in
the yard of thie Bourb),n County
Jail, Clarence Williams paid the
extreme penalty of the law for the
murder of Jusie Tillman, by being
hung by the neck until he was
dead.

HIS LAST HOURS.

Williams retired early, and at nine
v'clock he was in bed and slept soundly
through thé night. He was, however,

began to dress himself. The wonder-
ful nerve he has displayed all along
hpm those who have beeun in daily
:wlth him to wonder His flrst
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At ten minutes to seven Williamns be-
gan his wmarch to the scaffold. He wus
in charge of Depnty Sheriff Mitchell
who had previously pinioned his arm.
Williams wore a black suit of clothes
with a red rose on the lapel of his coat.

sheriff Bowen brought up the rear.
He ascended the scaffold with a firm
step and took his place on the trap.

Eld. J. C. Graves sapg a hymn and
delivered a prayer. The noose was then
adjusted, the black cap drawn, and at
7:05 the drop fell.

His neck was broken and his death was
painless, At T:15 Dre. F. M. Faries,
Wm. Kenney and Ben Frank pronoanced
him dead.

As the noose -was placed on his neck
he exclaimed, “*Draw it tight,” at the
samme time recogmzmg a friend in the
crowd sald : *Good bye Wes.”
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CLARENCE

Williams’ Own Story.

The following is Clarence Williams’
own story of his life, as dictated by him
for THE NEws:

My father is Peter Williams and my
mother is named Ellen Barrett, My
mother left here when I was a small boy
in 1888 with Mrs. Thompson, and I
stayed with my father for about two
years nutil he treated me so bad that I
left him. After that I stayed in town
with Martin Palmer for one year, and
after that I stayed in Clavsville the
balance of my life, antil 1 got into this
trouble

The public called me a mean man
simply because I wouldn’t let every-
body ran over me. I am a small man and
carried a gun to protect myself. - The
first time I ran away from home I asked
bim to let me go hunting and that night
when I came home he jumped on me
and beat me until I ¢onld hardly stand
up. Itseemed like I was the black
sheep of the family so [ left bome and
stayed with Vol Howe, and my father
came after me and said he was going to

(From a photograph of Williams
taken a year ago.)

years old. 1 begged him oot to do that
and 1 would come home and be a good
boy.

me for a week when I was sick and

Twouldn’t get e Boctor. ~1 Yook down | ™
in bed with a fever and I laid in bed
four months and got up too soon and

took a backset. The canseof my taking
the backset was that he made me go to
the field and shuck eight shocks of corn
in the snow and March winds. He ran

WILLIAMS.

(From photograph faken in Jail yard November 28.)

request this morning ws for a needle‘
and thread, as he wirhed to sew a but- |
ton on his clothes A female prisoner
was taken to his cell to do the sewing,
~and her extreme nervousness caused |
bim to smile. “Why, yon are more
pervoune than I am,” he said. He thread-
od a fiue cambric needle by candle light.
'.l‘hefﬂom of the miunister y«aterday
had a marked effect on him, He was
porfwﬂy resigned to his fate, and said
® ‘hat he freely forgave all his enemies,
and wished their forgivehess. He wished
to meet Josie Tillman in Heaven, aud
knew that sbe has already forgiven bim

~ for the great wrong be bad done her.

He was particularly proud of the fact
that he had kept his perve up, and said
it was his intention to die game.

‘When asked what he desired for
breakfast he said be did pot care. Mrs.
Ashbrook furnished him with a broiled
quail and coffee, etc., and he ate it with
evident relisb.

Early this morning Mr. Kiser received
from
“Williams which was bis lust on earth :
“Hr Kiser remember me as long as

1 live. This is from the one you have
een ®o kind to. Here -is a pictore

* l& wn for yon at your regnest.
= . thers is a prisoner in jail
ak & barmful word against youo
he mm, Yon Ilﬂe 'baen goord

: _ llnr»h

Williams kept bis wonderful nerve to
the last,and it was the universal opinion
| that he died the gamest of any person
ever executed in the State.

The execution was the most saccessful
one ever had in the State,

The scaffold was erected in the Soath-
western side of the jail yard, near the
railroad bridge.

The spectators were admitted by gate-
keeper Joe Williams, upon the presenta-
tion of the black-bordered card »f ad-
misaion,

Williams began yesterday to make
preparations for the execution. e was
shaved by Forrest Lang. The doomed
man wore a plaino black suit farnished
by Parker & James. The coffin was
furniehed by undertaker G. W, Davis.

At four o'clock yesterday afternoon
Williams was visited by Rev. Webster
and four deacons of the colored Baptist
Charch, who prayed and sang with him.
Williams said that he bad made his
peace with his Maker, and that he was
ready to die., To
Williams said that he knew the hoar and

himself for the terrible ordeal.

crowd langhed and joked telow the
window of the death cell, and called to
the prisoner fo get a glimpse of him,

he did pot want hie mm,wholim in

a NEWS reporter
would not take any stimulent to nerve

During the religions services a noisy

| treated me like a brother. There wasn't
| Toa NEws reporter Williams said that | anything

| come back, if I did he wonld kill me.
| After that I had
| liam Warren and I shot hiyn once in the
abdomen and once m the arm,

t-ntiary for it. Previous to tuis I had

the colored folks' cemetery at Willis
Magowan’s, and told him if [ came ovut
there to Kkill me. Then I never had
apything to do with her until
back frow the ** pen.”

I came

Japnar; as a paramour and
| with her uatil I killed
loved— Josie Tillman,

I was on the table at Sam

[ stayed
her—ths ope |

came to me and ssked if
make sowe money. Iasked bhim what
doipg and he said he bad somne cows

$30. Itold him I never did
like that but be

and We took them

demned to be hung.

I bought my gun in Lexington.
killed Josie Tillmnan but I didn’t go
do it.

bat to scare her and
back to me.

evidence that was given against me |
could not blame the jurymen,

if it was ouly Ekpown.

great fortuune for it.
that I hope them all well in the futre.
The reason a great many swore to
they were afraid of Capt.
he is & great bully in Clayeville,
they thought he wonld fix it with them.

not s0 severe.

my past days.

her tnrnkey, Mr. A, M. Kiser,
treated me like I was white, and I ap-
preciate it. My favorite among the

ers-is Mr. Forest Lapg. He hss

be had that was too good for

put me in jail until I was twenty-one

After I came back home he worked

. me away from bom# once with a shot-
gun and told me to stay away and never

tronble with Wil-

and
served two years io the Fraukfrt peni-

Joeie Tillman as a paramour and Cap
Tillman foand 1t ont and took her ont to

I took np with her on the third day of

Graffort’s
grocery in Claysville and Henry Walker
I wanted to

1o
sell and we would make about $75 or
anything
insisted on me  going
with him and I finally wenut with him,
te Georgetown and
gold themn for $45 and went to Lexington,

where we divided the money. If it|and so few ferreted out and the crimi-
hadn’t been for him I wounldn't be where | nals captured.
I am to-day—in the Paris jail, con-| Immediately after the killing Wil-

I | the same afternoon a warrant for his ar-

to

It wasn't my iLtention to kill her
make her come
I do not believe I would

bhave shot her if she bad stood etill, bat . S
she wheeled torun, and that was the|lloyd Asburst’s farm near this city
caunse of her getting shot. The|where they arrested him just one hour

There
was lots of perjuring done on the stand,
There WwWas a
great deal of malace againet me in my
case, and at that they won't make any
All 1 can say is

lies
Tillman, as
and

I think I deserve to be punished bat
I only wish that Mr.
Bradley will change my sentence to life
in the penitentiary and then I will have
a chance tochange my ways and get re-
pentance, a8 I have been a sinner in

I must say that Mrs. Ashbrook and
have

Williams’ Last Statement.

1 won’t bave anvthmg to say Monday
but will say all I have to say to-day
(Wednpesday, December 6th.) I hope
all men and boys will take my advice
and not let women or whiskevy or a gun
get the best of them. Look what a
women has brought me to. I have to
suffer death for people g« tting up in the
court house and perjuring themselves.
Take warning of me and pick your
company. ltisaltogether in the com-
pany you keep, and you will find ont
that yon will get through the world
better if you pick vour company.

A friend inneed is a friend indeed.
I will say that if Forrest Lang had been
brother to me he could not have treated
me any better. There was nothing in
his power that I asked him to do for me
but what he did.

I am to hapg dead by the mneck in a
I few days, to which I was sentenced by
the Jume term of Coart. I did not
kill Josie Tillmao with the intention of
killing bher, but the Commonwealth of
Kentucky fonnd me guilty and fixed my
punishment at death, I am thankful to
my lawyer, Mr. Webb, for what he has
done for mé. [think he has done his

doty in every respect. 1 am also thank-
fual to Go#.%. O. Bradley for what he
has done, and would like for him to do
more if h& will,
I have dohe nothing to die for but if
[ must I will this should be a lesson to
the yonnger people who are conducting
themselves disorderly in the commauni-
ties in whieh they live. 1 have led the
wrong kind of a life from the beginning
and I am for the country to know
of it. Thepe are lots of things I have
done in Mfe 1 dont want the pub-
lictok of because of its disgrace.
fonnd no peace with my Maker
¢ think there is any place in
orme. Ihave appealed to the
"'__hutit was all in vain.

hurtmfm the mouth of any
one and I am pot anxiour to see anyone
except some that belongs in jdil.

I suppoee that my sentence will be
execated December 11th. Now I truly
hope the boys of this community and

elsewhere who are standing in open ruin
will take warning from my case, and
pever be guilty of any crime in the least.
Also use this a8 a lesson and it will gaide
rhem right,

CLARENCE WILLIAMS.
L LR AN

Story of The Crime.

The crime for which Clarence Wil-
liams was executed, was committed o
Wednesday, March 22d, 1899, in Clays
ville, which has added so many mur-
ders to the criminal history of Paris.

Williamws and Josie Tillman, who had
been keeping company since January,
were standing in a doorway talking,
whean some persou the other side of the
street called to the girl to cowme ovey.
She left Willimins, who culled to her as
she renc’ od the middles of the street,
asking her w0 cowe back to bim. In
stead of coming back she started to ran,
when Williams pulled his pistol and
fired three shote at her. Oane of the bul-
lets took effect, entering her back at the
right side, passing through her liver and
out her breast. The wounded girl died
the next afternoon.

The killing caused the greatest ex-
citement in the village where so many
mysts sions crimes bave been committed

liams disappeared, - At two o'clock on

rest was issaed and Deputy Sheriff W.
W. Mitchell, Constable Joe Williams
ans Officer George Hill started in pur-
guit of the marderer, He was traced to

after the warrant was issuned. He was
in a cornfi<ld when apprehended by the
officers, aud had on his person a revolver
with every chawber loaded, but he made
no effort to use it when he saw the
officers.

After being arrested, the murderer's
firat question was *“Is Josie dead 7"
He said that the shooting was aceidental,
as he just shot to scare her. He was
immediately brought to Paris and placed
in jail to await trial. It was alleged
that Williams said two weeks before
the shooting that he expected to kill the
girl at some time.

Coroner H. H. Roberts held an inquest
over the body of the dead girl and the

| me. - As the uyinsgou “he certainl
5 good to me,”
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v be died. His | gy

jary returned a verdict that she came
to ber death from a gunshot wound in-
flicted by Clarence Williams.

The mardered girl was a cowmely col-|

His Last Hope Gone.
Charles D. Webb, Williams’ attorney,
who used every means in his power to
secure execntive ciemency for the con-

demped man, received the following

communication Saturdays

OQOMMUONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Frankfort, Ky., Dec. 9, 1899,
Caas. D. WEsBs, ATTY.,

Paris, Ky.
Sir—Referring to the petition of
Clarence Williams, I am directed by
the Governor to say that the statements
contained therein do not show sufficient
reason for the exercise of Executive

clemency. Very truly,
. J. L. EARLYWINE,
Private Secretary.
o’ - B

Sketeh of Willlams.

Clarence Williams, who paid the
death penalty for the murder of Josie
Tillman, his paramour, was a young
negro man about twenty-five years old,
weighing probably 140 pounds. He
lived in Claysville, and last January
finished serving two years in the peni-
tentiary for shooting and wounding
William Warren. Shortly after his re-
lease he and Henry Walker drove two
cows belonging to Eld. J. 8. Sweeney
over to (Georgetown and sold them.
With part of this money he went to
Lexington and bunght a pistol which
was the weapon he need in killing the
Tillman girl. .

Williams was very illiteraté, not being
able to read or write, and dictated all
of bis communications, after he was
confined in the Paris jail, to Forrest
Lang, who wrote them for bim. All
daring his confinement, even after being
sentenced to death, Williams has Leen
in good epirits, and never seemed to
realize the enormity of his crime. He
persistently refused to see mipisters and
had but few callers besides his relatives,
his attorney and newspaper men.

Williams willingly stood in the jail
yard while a NEws man took the photo-
graph from which the above cut was
made. He was grateful for a copy of
the photo which he gave to his sister,

—_— e ei——— - — -

The Trial.

Clarence Williams wae indicted by
the Grand Jury at the Jone term of the
Bourbon Circuit Court, and he was tried
during the same term. PFeing without

means to emplov & liwyer, Judge J. B.

The Death Warrant,

On Saturday morning Sbheriff Bowen,
in the presence of Jailer Kiser ‘and Dep-
u. y Jailer Gibson, read the death waz-
rant to-Williams in his cell. The con-
demned man listened to the reading with-
out any outward show of feeling what-
ever, and Deputy Jailer Gibson, who
watched his face closely, says he did not

move au eyelash even. The following ia
the death warraut :

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY.
TO THE SHERIFF OF BOURBON COUNTY !

Whereas a copy of the judgment of
the Bourbon Circuit Court, and the
wmandate of the Court of Appeals, in the
case of the Commonwealth of Kentucky
against Clarence Williams was this day
filed before me, and it appears there-
from tbat said Williams was convicted
of murder in said Circuit Court of July
5, 1899, and sentenced by the Judge
thereof to be hanged on Sepiember 1,
1899, and that said judgment was affirm-
ed by the Court of Appeals on Septem-
ber 20, 1889.

Now, therefore, you are hersby com-
munded on Monday, the 11th day of De-
cemiber, 1899, to 1ake the said Clarence
Willisms from confinement in the jail in
Boarbon Couanty and in same inclosure
convenient to the juil aforesaid, in the
presence of not more than fiflty persous
(ten of whom may be designated by the
Court rendgring the judgment and the
remainder by you) between sunrive and
sunset, hang the defendant by the neck

ntil he iis dead. And you will make

due Teturn of this writ.

(Given under my hand and seal)
as Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky,

[sEAL) this 10th day of October,

1899, aad in theone hundred
and eighth year of the Com-
monwealth,
WM. 0. BRADLEY,
By the Governor.
By E. C. Woob,
Asst. Sec.of State.

The Scaffold.

CHas. FINLEY,
Sec. of Btate.

—_—

The scaffuld used in the exscution was:==
brought down from Lexingtod for theoes
casion. It has been used three times—

The men who have paid the desth pem-
alty on it are ‘*Muddauber” Bmith, whe

was hanged at Lexington for ravishing

and murdering an aged white woman
near Lexington ; Clarence Vinegar, col.

ored, who was executed at Georgelowm -

for murdering & negro woman ia thas

By kind permission of the Paris Democrat.

Cantrill appointed Judge Charles I
Webb as his counsel, to be assisted by
Rogers & Moore. The trial consumed
less than half a day, the hearing of the
evidence occupying only a short time.
Speeches were made for the defendant
by Judge Webb and attorney S. B.

Rogers, and Commonwealth's Attorney
Franklin spoke for the prosecation. The
case was then given to the jurv, which
after twenty minntes’ deliberation, re-
torned a verdict fixing bis punishment
at death. Judge Cantrill passed sen-
tence on Williams, and named Septem-
ber 1st as the date for his execution.
Judge Webb then took the case to the
Court of Appeals, which affirmed the
decision of the lower court. Gov. Brad-
ley then named December 11th as the
day when Williams must pay the pen-
alty for hiscrime,

Judge Cantrill complimented the de-
fendant’s counsel npon the mahagement
of the case, and the condemned man ex-
pressed himself as well satisfied with
their efforts in his bebhalf. It is doubt-
ful if any lawyer could have saved
Williams from the gallows, the evidence
showing no extennating circnmstances.

il
John Frazier Goes To the ¢ Pen.’

John Frazier, alias * Sharper,”
was the principal witness against Will-
iams, received a sentence Saturday of a
year in the penitentiary for stealing
money from the Fordham Hotel.
Fraziov called Josie m across
wbﬂo dl& Hkd

7:,@ girl, ﬂ»m of “Cap” Till-|
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city, and Robert Laughlin, a white man,
who was hanged at Brooksville, Brackea
Couuty, for ravishing his niece and then
muardering her and his wife with a
poker when the wife, who was in a deli-
cate condition, discovered his first erime.
Launghling then set fire to the house, and
ran to tell the neighbors that a burglsr
had killed his wife and niece. The
sc~ffold was thoroughly tested by Sheriff
Bowen. The trap is on the right side of
the gallows, in full view of the persoms
who witness the execution.

The scaffold was put up Friday, and

yesterday the jail yard was open to vis-
itors, when hundreds of men and boys
and a score or more colored women wWens
in to view the gallows.
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Lashbrook Leaves Mason.

Over one thousand persons, from four
counties, attended the sale near Mays-
ville of the household furniture, larming
implements and stock of all kinds be-
longing to James Lashprook, whose wife
was murdered by Dick Coleman, the

bo | negro burned by a mob at Maysville last

Wednesday, Lashbrook has rented his

el
hm lnt “f’-*"‘ %
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farm and will make his mm, &
amuurolathsiamm _h i




