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and Financiallv Benefitted
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For the Latest Styles in Fine
Footwear Call and See Us.

OHN BICKEL

128 South Main St.

Branch Store, w Pe
125 N. Main St., Butler Pa. i
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ANOTHER CHANCE

We are going to continue our SACRIFICE SALE during the .1
= y.Butler, Pa

month yet—

Work Pridles, ourownmake...... .......... .... T S i
Buggy Bridles, ourownmake..................0. v .o 100 x Pa.

RS, WOrth 80C. . .. . oco000es ven 30 DR. CHAS R. B
Harness. our own Make .. .... coo0v0eevivs oo 6 00

Buggies with top....... TN W SR A P SR R

Hareess Oil, pergallon...................... S YRR, ; r ;
B s O BOXES. ... ... ccovvscissssoesssevssscnns 25 132 and 134 8.
Team Harness, our own make,..................$20 for 2 horses Ralston building.
R CONars. . .. . o000 75¢ cach

And a whole lot of other bargins. COME QUICK.
Homceopathlc

.5 wknnokt. § B MartincourtdCo. ...
198 EAST JEFFERSON Street.

P. S. KRAMER WAGONS AND TRUNKS.

ud Artifelal Tootlh
Jutler, Pa., March 2d. trous  Oxide

THEY ARE HERE :

our regular goods at the following low prices,

an’s Storm rubbers i o
s’ Spring Heel Rubbers PRRE |

Men’s Buckle Arctics
Men's Rubbers..........

BUTI.ER

Woman’'s Croquetts................. Children’s Spring Heel Rubber 10K
We say to you these are not our best goods but an additional line we have
added to our stock, Some dealers are continually trying to quote very low prices
in footwear to convey the idea that they undersell everybody else when the fact s
they are trading in very cheap stuff, There is no trouble to get any amount of -
these cheap goods at any time. l‘ ll rl (:rll]

THE WOODS IS FULL OF THEM-

We merely call your attention to these few facts that will probably be worth
your consideration in buying your footwear. The cheapest is not alw:

ys cheapest

Men's Felt Boots and Rubbers.......%1.50 Woman’s Fine Overgaiter 15 and 18

Boys' Felt Boots and Rubbers : 1.25 Men's Rubber Bools §2.00 and #2.50

Womens' Heavy Shoes.......65¢, 75¢, 85¢ Men's Fine Shoes s 5c, $1, $1.25 9 )
Men’s Fine Shppers............. s ...50¢ Ladies’ Fine Shoe 67%¢c, $1, $1 g?zmmz(z()??

sovessones 35 and soc Children’s Shoe 15¢ 75¢

Men's Warin Shppers

just in at only

o~
coming an ~y

Sec our Ladies’ Twenticth Century Shoes, new spring
$2, and it is a beauty. Some of the advance new spring styles are ne
Better see Butler's Leading Shoe House when you buy your footwe

BUTLER'S LEADING SHOE OUSE,
Opposite Hotel Lowry,

3

B. . Huselton, A
Harness Shop!

Harness of all Kinds Madegto Order.
Repairing a Specialty,
AND PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO

BLANKETS AND ROBES. Do price

20222202220222202222222228822¢

Largest  stock

CASH :PAID FOR HID]TS. ‘1'111|ra]|vi:wll"|
No. 111 Fast Cupningbam St., BUTLEI A ntry An ansp
1t to any ones ¢

(The old Times Office

FRANK KEMPER, Agt.

C. F. L. McQuistion.

| .tt'y at Law--Oce oo South side of Diamons |

| betrayed the secret,’’ said the old man.

Jd M. PAINTEK,
JAttorney-at-Law.

A. T. BLACK.

S. H. PlEhSOL.iW
ATTOENEY AT

Oflice at No. 104 East Diamond 87,

W. C. FINDLEY,
SATTORNKY

Ofice ou second toor M
Dwamond, Butler, Pa., Foom No, 1.

COULTER & BAKER.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
O0ce lu room B., Armory Bullding, Buller
Pa

A. M. CHRSITLEY,
ATIORNEY AT LAW.

Mee second Noor, Anderso
var Uourt House, Butler,

Dr. N. M. HOOVER,

ayne . St,, office hours, 10 to §

DR. J. E. FAULFK

Dentist.
Office—In Gilkey building oppo

J.J. DONALDSON, Dentist.

Butler, Penn’a.

Artificlal Teeth Inserted on the latcst lu
oroved plan. Gold Filllng o spectalty,
sver Sehaul's Clothlng Swore,

V. M. McALPINE
Centist,
Main St.
Naesthetics Administered.

SAMUEL M. BIPPUS.
Puoyslclan and Surgeon.
200 Woest Cunnlogham St,

L. BLACK,

FPHYRICIAN AND
Now Troutmau Bullding, Butler, Fa,
C. M. ZIMMERMAN

PHYRICIAN AND BURGROL,
No.* 45, 8. Main street, cver it

H. H. GOUCHER.

fu Mitehel! bulldin,

Physician and Surgeon.
Eye, car, nose and throat a specialty

Msin Street.,

W. H. BROWN,

Surgeon.

. Main St.,
Lesidence 315 N, )

DR.S. A. JOHNSTON.
DENTIST, - - BUTLER, PA.

Gold Fllling Palnless

wiLthot
or Vital
—
over Miller's @rocery east of Lowry

Oftics closed Wednas days and Thursdeys

We haye just received a line of Rubber Goods that we will sell in addition te |y L. S' M NKIN
. , at we will sel . nsurance and Rea!

-Apent,
17 EAST JEFFEERSON BT

M. A, BERKIMER

Director
37 5. MainSt.
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Colbert & Dale.

jutler, Penn'a

242, o Main St.,

That is what I mean to d
only been ying a 1
with Mr. Barnes. cruel to Mr
Neuilly, who, I hope, will pardon me.
To begin
back to

th a beautiful young girl "’

that she
not men-

retu t,
understood. “‘I
tion the name of Rose’s mother, Mr.

| Neuilly, unless you have already done

| 80.”"

| *‘Heaveu forbid that I should have

1 'did not euppose that you had, for

1 know you to be a true man, though I |

have never met you before. This state-
ment way surprise you, but it is true.
I am not the man for whom you take
me. He is now in a lunatic asylum,
while I am his consin. I know it is sup-
posed that I am the crazy man, but that
is an error, promulgated by the Montal-
bon to serve her own enda. The facts
then are thus: While a boy at school I
loved my girl companion, little Rose’s
mother. Just before I left the south to
enter Harvard, I told my little sweet-
heart—she was then but 15—that I
would marry her upon my return. This
was my first love and hers. I had a cous-
in, older than myself by ten years,
handsome and wealthy, but a gambler
and addicted to heavy drinking. This
woman Montalbon, as you know, kept
a gambling den, and naturally my un-
fortunate cousin was a constant visitor

_at the housq, One night, while intoxi-

cated with wine, she persuaded him to
marry her, a clergyman being called in
and a ceremony privately performed.
He became entirely sober only after sev-
eral days had passed and then had en-

“You need not hesitate to speak.”
tirely forgotten about the marriage.
The scheming devil, Montalbon, did not
remind him of it, but by patient work
insidiously persuaded him that Re
should be a married man. She even
suggested a bride, none other than my
little sweetheart. Her object in this
was twofold, money and revenge. By
leading my cousin into a bigamons alli-
ance, with her own marriage certificate
as a weapon, she could readily extort

money from him. Her revenge was to |
| photograph which I showed to yon. 1

be against the family of my little sweet-
heart, against whom she thought she
had a grievance. Her plotting was en-
tirely successful. My cousin was hand-
some, I was away, and once he had be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the
young creole’s charms he became g0 ar-

dent a suitor that at length she listened |

to his pleading and married him. Then
he was in the power of the Montalbon,
and she bled him for five years, by
which time little Rose had been barn.

““Meanwhile I had completed my vol
lege career, but had not returned to
New Orleans because of my deep disap-
{;xdnruwut upon learning that my sweet

eart had married another man. At
this time I was in Paris, when one day
I received a piteous letter from the girl
wife, telling me that the blow had fall-
¢n; that the Montalbon had produced
her marringo certificate and clairied her
husband, thus dishonoriug ihe danghter
of her enemy. The letter also begged
my forgiveness for the wrong done to
meo. I read between the lines and recog
nized the ery of a broken heart, the
bleat of a lamb left to die on the frozen
plain. I hurried home with but one
thought uppermost—to have revenge up-
on my cousin. I arrived too late. Nos
only was the girl dead, but my cousin
had disappeared.

““I heard that he had gone out west,
and thither 1 followed him. I would

ot track of him from time to time, but
t seemed fated always that he should
bhave just left a place when I oonfident
ly expected to come up with him. Thus
five years passed, and at last I did meet
him. I at once charged him with his
crimo and asked for revenge. He laugh-
ed uat me and refused to fight. I then
warned him that I should take his life
at the first chance that offered, when 1
ocould do 80 either under seeming provo-
cation or else where I could not be sus
pooted. "’

““Are you not admitting,'’ interrupt
ed Mr. Barnes, ‘‘that you harbored a
murderous spirit?"’

“‘Mr. Bzrnes, if all men were punish
od for their thoughts, the criminal class
would be greatly enlarged. You cannot

| call me to nceount for anything except

wmy acts. At last my chance came. a
followed him one dark night as he went
off prospecting in un entirely new di
rection; we were in a mining country.
He trumped most of the night, and I
pursuned. By dawn we were miles away
from a habitation. I then made myself
known to him and once more asked
him to fight it out. He saw that I was
in earncst and that ho was simply com
polled to battle for his life

“Under these clreunmstances, of
course, he fought ng the worst coward
would do when driven to desperation.
Heo declded to use pistols, though 1
wished to try our causo with knives. 1
confess that I wanted the satisfaction
of stabbing him again and again. 1

wanted to ree his lfe's blood flow at |

each stroke. It peemed to me tame to
stand off at o distanco and send one 1t
tle leaden ball in his direction. Still I
admitted his right of choice, and deter
mined to aim as accurately as possible
and to send uy bullet straight. You
soe, I did not think of my own life. I
had mado this vengeance my one ob
joct, and after accomplishing that I
thought thers would be nothing more
for wo to do. Cousequently I expected
to kill him easily, and I did not care §f
his bullet found my heart or not.  Per
hapa T hoped it would. Just as we were
standing up and preparing to fight,
something vcourred that almost com
pletely unnerved me and chaoged the
whole resmlt, He lowered his pletol and
wald

““*Wait o« moment; 1 have a favor to
usk. I feel certain that you will kill
me You have been secking my Hfe g
long that I am sure you will get it It
In fats But I, too, have suffered in the
The favor that 1 ask is

Al f L S

)
that if 1 die you will promise to get my
chjld ont of that fiend’s clutches.’

I have
sparring

the beginning, I must go
oth in New Orleans. 1

d his wife’s hand, and she

" him in the

| cent return to New York.

| to buy.’

| Montalbon

)

“iYour child!' I gasped.
it died,’

#'IThat was the Montalbop's lie. The
little girl lived, and she tock it. I have
made a will in favor of my child, leav
ing her all my wealth; you will find it
in my coat. Oddly enough, I named
you a8 executor. [ knew that you bad
Joved the mother, though, as God is my

‘I thought

| judge, I did not know it when I mar-

ried her. But I am ready if yon are.’

“'Thug we stood up and fired at each
other. The startling news just received
;qadc my aign bad, for instead of hitting

eart, as I could easily have
done, wy bullet struck him in the head.
He fel], and I rushed toward him, to
gncover whe'tes he was badly hurt.

e was bleeding profusely, and I hasti-
1y bandngod up the wound and so stop
ped the flow of blood. I then went on
to the next mining camp beyand. We
returned with a litter, and tock him
back. There was a man among us who
olaimed that he had studied medicine,
and he attended my cousin. He removed
the bullet, and found that the wound
was not very deep, but the skull was
fractured. He was {1l for two months,
and then slowly pecovered his health.
But his reason was entirely gone. I took
bim to New Orleans and placed him in
an asylum, and there he has been ever
since.”’

““Very good, Mr. Mitchel,”’ said Mr.
Barnes. ‘‘But what proof have you that
you are not the father and the lunatic
the innocent consin, as so many believe?"’

‘““Why, in the first place, though we
bad the same name, we are totally un-
like in feature. I think Mr. Neuilly
will admit that he would not have reo-
ognized me, and he knew the guilty
wan. However, we will take that up
later. I have no fear of not proving my
dentity. Too many people in New Or-
eans know we. To continue my tale, I

etermined to get possession of the

ild. Iknew that the Montalbon would
resist and that I would find it dificult
to prove my story. More than all, I
kpew that I could not obtain legal pos-
sesgion of her without disclosing the se-
cret of her birth, which I wished to
avold for her own eake as well as for
her mother’s. Itherefore stole her open-
ly in the streets. Detectives were sent
out to search for me, but perbaps Mr.
Barnes will testity that I am not much
afraid of detectives. Perhaps, too, he
will anderstand better now why I know

mething about detective methods. I
ed them a dance for two years, until in
disgust they abandoned the search.
Then I went abroad, for I must tell you
that as long as I was hounded I re-
mained close at band. I enjoyed the ex-

| oitement. It made me forget, or at least

it gave me occupation.

“I remained in Europe until my re-
It was not
very long after that when I received
the letter from Montalbon and the

rocognized the picture, though, of course,
1 should not have known the signature,
which was Rose Mitchel. I did not fear
the woman, but I expected some enjoy-
ment at her discomfiture when I should
tell her to do her worst. [ was not pre-
pared for what occurred. When she met
me, she began by saying :

““‘I have not the least idea of at-
tempting to blackmail you, though per-
haps I could do that. ButIhave that to
sell which I think yon wounld be glad
I asked what it was, and she
told me

‘“*A certificate of marriage between

| your consin and the child’s mother, a

certificate of marriage between him and
myself, antedating that, and another
certificate of marriage between myself
and another man who was alive at the
time that I inveigled your cousin into
marrying me." "’

“Great heaven!"” exclaimed Mr.
Neuilly. *‘If she had those papers, they
would prove that her marrfage to your
cousin was illegal, and that would
make the marriage to Rose’s mother
perfectly regular.’’

‘““Exactly so. I paid the woman $10,
000, or the 1-quivuYosnt of that sum, for
thoso documents. Were they not worth
fite"’

““Indeed, indeed they are. I would
have given twice the sum.’’

“Now let mo show yon the audacity
of the woman. She told me that in case
1 should refuse to pay her price she in-
tended to claim me 88 her husband, ex
hibiting her certificate and leaving me
to prove if I could that she had married
wmy oousin and not myself. This, you
se6, would have been most unpleasant,
and as the papers were well worth the

rice, in clearing the nmme of my cousin
ud his wife and child, I paid over the

money."’

“1 must again ask you,'’ said Mr.
Barnes, ‘‘for proof that you are not the
woman's husband. "’

““Does not the faot that she sold me
those papers lodicate that?'’

“Not st all,”’ replied the detective.
“‘Supposing you to be really her hus
band, wishing to be married to Miss
Rewmsen, you would readily pay the
woman ber price for the paper which

| truvwl that your marriage to her had

sen fraudulent. You might have found
it difoult to prove the existence of her
first husband without knowing his name,
oven though she had given you the hint
that thero was such o person.

“I declare, Mr. Barnes, you are o
ioubting Thomas. But T will give you
ome more bit of evidence.”” He went to
his desk nnd returned with some papers
“Hore is n confession which I exacted
from the woman at the time that I made
the bargain with her.  You seo, it con
firms my story Byt even that yon
might think manufactured. Hero per
haps is botter proof. This,' handing it
to Mr. Neuilly, ‘‘1s the certificate of the
marringe between my cousin and the
As s sometimes done, you
800, the woman has pasted the likenessos
of horself and my oousin upon the ps

| por. Now, Mr. Neullly, T ask you, is
| not that the inan who was known to

you?"'

“You are quite right, Mr. Mitchel I
recognizo the face perfectly. This is the
man I have all along supposed to he a

consummate villain. Now I must oon-
foss that he wes moro sinoed againgt
than sinning. His one orime was Srluk—
fog, and the entangloment which
wreoked his wifo's life and his own was
but a wickbd plot of which he was in

ocent. I am glad that it is 8o, s it
Y‘:uw-u the dear little girl withont the
danger of hereditary taint. '’

“Qomeo, Mr. Barnes,'' said Mr. Mitch
sl.  ‘*What have you to say now?"’

Mr. Barnes' reply was caloulated to
startle his hearers, but seemed to have
little effect. He sald

“Mr. Mitchol, who do you think
killed Rose Mitohel?"’

“‘Idon't think I am bound to answer,’

I roplied Mr Mitchel quickly

“I wish vou o wood afternoon.’’ said

Will you go with

gentleman could reply

tion tonigut

“Ha, ha, Mr. Barnes! Is she not
worthy of being my wife? Bhe takes
your witness away from you, for I think
you will stay, will you not, Mr. Neuil

“It willbe a joy to doso. Mr. Barnes,
under the circumstances I know you will
excuse me and forgive me, will you
not?"’

“‘Certainly. You are right to stay. I
will leave you all to your happiness.
And I hope it will last. Good day.”
With which he left them.

‘““ Really it is too bad, "’ said Mr. Mitch-
el, ‘“‘but these deteotives are alws

| sanguine. Just think of it, Queen, he

thinks, or he thought perhaps would be
more correct, that yon were a murder-
er’'s wife. What do you say, eh?"”’

For answer she kissed him gently on

| the forehead, and then went out and

brought back Rose
CHAPTER XVI

MR, BARNES DISCOVERS A VALUABLE CLEW.

Immediately after the wedding Mr.

Mitchel and his bride started west, in- |
| tending to spend their honeymoon in the

Yosemite valley, having promised Mrs.
Remsen and Dora, however, to join
them in the White mountains before the
end of the season. About the 1st of
July the Remsens and the Van Rawl-
stons went to Jefferson, N. H., a small
town along the base of the Pliny range
of mountaiuns, from wh a magnificent
view of the Presidential range, ouly ten
miles away, is toc be obtained. About
the middle of the month Mr. Randolph
determined to visit the same place and
was intensely disgusted on alighting
from the stage, which reaches the
Waumbeck hotel about 8 o'clock at
night, to be greeted familiarly by Mr.
Alphonse Thauret. It was evident that
his rival did not intend to lose any
chance to win the hand of Dora Remsen.

If one has anything of the artistic in
bis pature, he could scarcely fail to en-
joy himself at Jefferson. The town is

ractically a single road, well up the
ide of the mountain range. Thus the
hotels all look out over a long and beau-
tiful valley. From the piazza of the
Waumbeck, on a clear day, no less than
85 mountain peaks can be easily count-
ed, the Green mountains over in Ver-
mont being visible as a distant line of
blue and not in the total.

Of course the most conspicuous and
most admired peak is Mount Washing-
ton. One who has not visited the region
might suppose thut he would soon be-
come sated with the sight of the same
mountains day after day. This is a great
error. Allthe mountains, and especially
Mount Washington, are ever presenting
new aspects. All changes of atmosphere
produce corresponding variations. The
shadows of passing clouds, the effects at
sunrise or at sunset, the moonlight, th
partly clondy weather when the top o
the mountain is hidden, the mists and
the rain, all offer such totally different
soloring and picturesque effects that the
argistic eye 18 pever tired.

Dora was an artist in every fiber of

er being, as one would know who lis-
Emed to her talking to Mr. Randolph
alf an honr after his arrival, as they
sat together on the piazza. In his de
light to be with her and to hear her, he
would have forgotten the very existence
of Mr. Thauret were it not that he sat
near them in the rotunda at the end of
the piazza, and so shared the entertain-
ment that she offered.

‘“What a pity,’’ she was saying, ‘‘that
lon did nct come up yesterday. You

ave missed the grandest sights that
mortal ever behoeld. I snppose on your
trip up you saw nothing beautiful in
the rainstorm that we had this after-
noon?"’

‘“‘Nothing whatever,”’ said Mr. Ran-
dolph. ‘‘However it may have beeg here
among the mountaing, the rain did got
mako the valleys more attractive. -
deed I thought §t simply a beastly day."'

“What a mistake that you \vur({yﬁut
hers instead of in the horrid cars, Why,
I tell you that I haven't words with
which to degeribe the magnificent plo-
tures that I have enjoyed. Yet I
about to try, u foust nqy loee it all,
you know. May? tell you f{rout ity

“ Amsuredly. I sball be delighted.”

““Well, then, to wogin. Look out over
the valley. What do yoq seo?”’

““The moonlight shedding a beautiful
ray over the lake. '

““Exactly,”’ said Dora, laughing heart
ily. ““That is just the funn mfumkﬂ 1
thought you would make. That is not a
lake at all. It s mist, or clouds ratber.
In the morning, if 1 had not told you,
you wounld hate been astonished to find
that your lake s al) trees and meadcwa.
To begin, then. About 4 6'clock jt be
gan to cloud up. That was very inter
esting. The sun was shining brightly
hero, but wo oould seq that it was rain
ing hard over ig the direotion of Lan
caster. Slowly 1t began to came toward
us. Bome of the boys made wagers ns to
how soon it would rain here. Then one
of the proprietors oame cut and sur
prised us all by saying that it wonld
probably rain gver on the Presidential
range before it did here. This seemed
extraordinary to us, you know, beoause

why should 1t skip right over us and go
to tho blg mountains?”’

““Well, did it? Tt does seem impossi
ble.”’

““That 8 exactly what occurred. You
soo, it s lke this: Whonever a storm
comes from Lanoaster way, the colouds
when they get nere are divided by the
Pliny rangg und pass on elther side,
loaving nddry, Then they strike against
thg sideg of the Presidentinl range and
roll bugk {nto our valley. It was o curf
quy sight, I assure yon, to seo the clouds
flying in cxaotly opposite directions.’’

"Vge)l, but, after all, there could not
have bee auy great beauty in the rain.
hfu t have blotted out ull the view."

'r ., but think how odd it was to

d A?f these tremendous peaks sudden
ly goe. Not a wountain in sight in
any directiop. But, then, the thunder.
Ob, that was grand! The way it rolls
about pud reverberates gives one a good
idea of o groat battle. Thero was some-
thing afterward that oarried out this
similarity, too, which I wish I could
describo. It was after the storm had
?uuwd and the bright setting sun shono

orth. Try to see the ploture. Imagine
yourselt sittiug just where I am now,
and ]'Klkfng toward tho Presldential
range, the sun setting red behind us.
Mount Washington hnd ‘whaken the
olonds from his head and was encircled
by & gorgeous halo, in the form of a
brilliant double rainbow. Ome end of it

geemed to como up right out of the val
loy thero, while the other disappeared
behind Starr King mountain.  The fly
ing clouds, still black and heavy, whirled
swiftly along, hanging low, and, with

the sun approaching the horizon, made
shifting shadow acr the base of
Mount Washiogton, while between the
pifta the red rays of the sun striking dif
forent parts snnde  beauteous tinting

among the green and the brown of tre
and rock. Oh, If an artist could only
have seen that! But then it would have

been useless, for the hand of man could

pot palot such grandour It wax in the
foreground that the reso wee to the
battlefields was to bo secn again. Every
hero and there stray bits of clonds di
entangled themselves “rom the treo tog

and rose up smokelike till one conld im
u‘(lun thoms to be from thousands of
chmpfires. Oh, it was simoly wonder

| man might figd a chance.

| 1T’

‘It was indeed,”’

Dora continv
was lovely
mi et and ) 1 others, tiil as the
darkuess came and the moon brightened,

at beautiful sheet of water—for after
%l yoyr Jake is real water—accumulat-
ed, and there it {s. At Jeast you can en
joy that.”

T~ d1d. But what he enjoyed more |

was | ~'o happiness of being with
her. After time, however, he
\‘;ui deprived of t “I+< Remsen |

claimed hig attention, and 1o . 1 up
to the ballroom to introduce him to
gome of the many young women who

were danoipg with each other and with |

boys of 14 for want of better partners.
{f A, T}mnrcr annoyed Mr. Ran
dolph by being at this resort, the latter
gentlemay was none the more pleased at
his arrival. Being left alone with Dora,
and construing her present mood to be
one favorable to his wooing, he deter-
mined to speak to her before the other
Moving his
chair néarer hers, he began, getting to

| his subject without much circumlocu-

tion,

“‘Miss Dora,"’ said he, ‘‘do you recall
a conversation that I had with youm one
day? I mean about loneliness and the

| longing one has for companionship?"’

“‘Oh, yes,”’ said she frankly; ‘“‘why?
Do you wish to continue it now?”’

‘“‘If you please. Yon remember you
said you would be better able to do so
after your sister’s marriage. "’

“Becavse I thought that I would
miss her so much and be I nely myself,
was not that it? Well, of course I have
missed Queen very much, but I have
scarcely been lonely. You have taken
care of that, and I am sure that I am
very grateful to you. You have been
very nice to me."’

““You think so? You admit that?"’
He spoke eagerly.

‘““Why, yes! Why not, since it is
true?’’

““Of course, but then you know so
many young ladies hide their feelings.
I mean suppression of all emotion is
considered so necessary in a woman in
these days.”’

“‘Suppression!”’ and she langhed
heartily. ‘‘Now do you think that I
could ever be suppressed?’’

‘“No, indeed, and certainly I hope
that you never will be. But if you have
not been lonely, perhaps you have
thought some of that other subject, love,
I mean. "’

‘“Oh! That!"

““Yes. That is one question, supreme
to me, about which I wish to have your
views. Do you think you would be hap-
pieg or unhappier—if you were mar-
rh«t?"

‘“That is a question. It would depend
upon—my hugband, would it not?"’

‘‘Suppose that we were''—

““Don’t call names, please. I couldn’t
suppose such a thing. I have promised
not to."’

“Promised not to. I don’t under-
stand?"’

“‘I mean that I have made abet. You
don’t think 1 am horrid to bet, do you?
Of course you don't. Well, I have made
a curious bet with Bob, Mr. Mitchel,
you know. I call him Bob now, and I
used to do it sometimes before. That
was when I wanted him to do anything
for me. It made him feel like one of the
family. Well, to tell you about my bet.
You see, sometimes, when Emily was
out, Bob would play make love to me.
He said it would be good practice for
me; would teach me the ways of the
world and all that sort of thing. Oh,
Bob is a curious man, but he is great
sport! Don’t you like him?"’

“Immensely. But you have not told
meo yet about your bet."’

“Iam coming to it. Well, one day
when he was making love to me and I
was doing my best, suddenly he burst
out Jaughing and said, ‘Dora, I'l1l bet

ou’ll be engaged within six months of
our marriage.’ ‘How much? said L
‘45 much as you like,’ said he. I asked
? if Ko would mako it $1,000, and he
whistled and ¢alled me a little gambler.
But I don’t think it was gambling be
cause I was to have a certainty. Of
ocourse I wanted the stake to be a large

o, So it was agreed, and he wrote it

own on paper. I'llshow it to you some
fme 1f you like. If T am not engaged
&«fnro the ]st of January, Bob will have

0 pay wme $1,000."

‘‘And you mean to win that bet?"’

“Indeed I do. I am young and can
afford to walt that long, I am sure.
There will be time enongh afterward to
got a hushand. ™’

““Then it would not make any differ
¢noo how anxious a suitor might be to
haye his reply at once?"’

Y No, certainly not. If a man did not
}ovq mo enough to wait a few months

or his gnswer, I should tbink ngrself
well rllruf him. Besides it woul®give
meo a chance to study him.

‘‘Suppose—but, no—I do ask yon
Misg Dorn—Dora—I love you madly,
passionately, and’"—

““Well, don't say any more. If that is
true and you love me madly, passionate
ly, why, then you will surely wait till
January for your answer.'’ This was
said rather curtly, and Mr. Thauret's
hopes sank, but rose again to fover heat
as she sald very softly: “‘There, I did
not mean to hurt you. You must not
think me hard. But I must win that
wager. Not so much for tho money as
for the gratification of proving to Bob
that I have some oontrol over myself.
Surely if you truly love me you will
not begrudge me that satisfaction?"’

“‘No, no, sweet one. Have your own
way. I'll wait. Only say that there is
sowe chanoe of my suceooding. ™’

“Why, of course, every one has a
chance. But I must not tell yon how
great yours is, because if I did I wounld
not be winning my bet fairly. And I
must say good night,’’ with which she
loft him. Her last words lingered with
him, and he took comfort. For what
could she mean but that his chances
weoro good, since if otherwise how could
the telling prevent her from winning
her wager? Novertheless, ns tho weeks
went on he tried many times to got o
wmore definite reply from her, but never
succoodod.  Still he hugged the cherish
od hope to his heart and waited as pa
tiently as man could

Randolph was singply miserable all
the time. Whenover he was with Dora,
sho waus good to him, kind to him and
often usod tonder tones that thrilled his
hoart. But he, too, fulled to got any
thing from her, save the old request that
he should be patient and wait. He, too,
waited, but not patiently

Moanwhile, in New York, Mr. Barnes
was still burrowing into everything that
seomeod to have any connection direct or
otherwisewith the mystery or mysterios
that baMod him. Of one thing he had
satisfiod himself beyond all doubt. That
was that Mr. Fisher had not been im
plcated in the traln robbery. His spy
had found that he had been absent from
tho city during threo days at the time
of the orime, but this very fact had been
shown to be his safoguard

By rome skillful work the man dis
covored that during that time he had
simply beon off sl ing docks in o part
of the oountry whore it would have

| been impossible for bim to be an accom

plice. THi
beon hard to discover wero it not that
Fisher had kept his trip a soorct.  This

simplo fact should not have

| for some time puzzled the detective, but
finally he followed him out of the eity,

and practically accompanied him on
sjmilar outing, after whioh be lewrnod

that_bin sister W mgrpidly pppeesd to

| compelled to admit it.

humor this idea
wade his excarsions in
¢ learned from the man
were hired that

dogs

f the score, or at
1 wed. It was still possible
that he was implicated in the ruby rob-
bery, though, save that he was present,
there seemed nothing against him. Mr.
Barnes did not entirely leave him out
of the account
Thus practicall
no progress, and

ast 8o it s

o detective made
chagrined to be

Finally, how-
an idea occurred to him, upon
the more he dwelt the more fas-

1 wame with it. To put it
e, however, he felt that he
must await the return of Mr. Mitchel.
He thonght he would injure his cause
by seeking him and so disturbing him
during his pleasure trip.

The Mitchels did not keep their prom-
ise to go to the White mountains, but,
on the contrary, prolonged their west-
ern travel, so that it was November be-
fore they were at home again and tem-
porarily quartered at the Fifth Avenue.
A few days after, Mr. Barnes sent up
his card, and, as usual, was cordially
received.

““Any news of my wife’s ruby?"’ ask-
ed Mr. Mitchel, grasping the detective
warmly by the hand.

““No, Mr. Mitchel. I am sorry to say
that I am utterly nnable to prove any
of my theories about that. But I have
come toa set determination, and obe
that to you may seem a pecuiiar one. I
have come to ask your assistance in the
murder case.’’

‘““Why, certainly, I will help you.
Did I not tell you so at the very outset?
Have I not always been willing to talk
freely to yon?"’

‘“You have, but as long as I thought
that you yourself might have committed
the crime, how could I come to you to
ask you to assist me?"’

“Then I am to understand that at
present you do not suspect me?'

“‘I have come to that conclusion at
last and wish now that I had done so
sooner. "’

“Would you mind telling me why
you have altered your mind? You have
told e so much that seemed to impli-
cate me that I am curious to hear the
other side.”’

““Certainly. I overheard your wager.
Then came the robbery and then the
mnurder. Later there was a second jewel
robbery. All of these crimes occurred
within the limit which you set. One of
them of course you committed. It seems
more probable that you stole the single
ruby, for in doing that you committed a
crime for which you could not be pun-
ished, especially since you have married
the lady. Even before she would will-
ingly have testified that it was under-
stood between you, and that it was sim-
ply a trick to win a wager. Is not that
correot logic?'’

““Correct logic? Yes. Of course I ad-
mit nothing a8 to facts.’’

‘‘Either or both of these robberies are
gecondary to the murder. That I have
determined to unrave!l if Ican. At pres-
ent I think the train robber and the
wurderer was one and the same person.
Now, there is one clew which I have
pnot been able to follow, but which, if
pursned, I am certain will lead me
straight to the oriminal.””

‘““‘And that is?"’

““The button which I found in the
room. That is significant. It istoogreat
a coincidence that it should match your
set not to have an explanation that
wounld shed light npon this case.”’

‘““How ¢lo you expect me to assist you
in that direction?’’

‘““As long as I thought you guilty I
beljeved that you had lied when you
sald that the seventh button of the set
was the Shakespeare pin which' your
wife had. That is why I thought it of
importance to recover it; sufficiently so
to send my spy, Lucette, into the house
with instructions to obtain it if possi-
ble. Now that I believe you innocent of
the murder, this thought has recently
ocome tome. When I first told you about
this button, before you would speak
about jit, you asked me to allow you to
examine it.  After doing so you gave it
back to me, with a cheerful smile. If
that button had been evidence against
you, I see now that it would bave re-
quired a powerful nerve to appear so
unconcerned, and especially to return it
to me. The question, then, that I wish
you to answer is, What was it that yon
saw on that button which satisfied you
that it was not of your set?"’

“In the first place, Mr. Barnes, I
knew that there were but three like it,
the other three having different heads,
and the seventh being the Shakespeare
button. Thus as I knew that all the
buttons were in my possession I felt
safe. "’

““‘But in the second place,”’ said the
detective, ‘thero was a distinet differ
ence between the buttons, and by that
you were even more assured. Am I not
right?"’

““Mr. Barnes, you deserve to succeed,
and I hope you will. I will ald you all
that I can. You ave right. There is a
difference in the buttons. Have youn
yours with you?"'

““Yes, horo it is,”’ saying which he
took it from his pocketbook.

““Koep it a moment. When Miss Rem-
sen ordered these buttons, she directed
that @ tiny initial should be adroitly
oarved in the hair of each of the Romeo
and Juliet buttons. In the former she
ordered an ‘R.’ She calls me Roy. And
i the others a ‘Q." I oall her Queen.
This would escape ordinary observation,
but onoe seeing it with a leus ane may
readily find it with the naked eyo after-
ward. Now take this lens and examine
your button, just at the base of the hair,
near the neck. So! What do you find?"’

““By heavens,’’ exclaimed the deteot
ive, ‘‘this is most important! Thisis a
Juliet, and if ono of your set it should
have a ‘Q' on it. I beliove that thero
was an attempt to make that letter, but
tho tool must have slipped, and so it is

The detective Is exclted

a poor result, n chip, in fact, which
marks the continuity of the letter. I
doubt if with the oye alone, as you
looked at it that day when I first show
ed it to you, that you saw any lettor at
alll "

“You urecorrect. 1 slmply looked for
tho ‘Q," and not finding it was satis-
flod. "’

“This is soriou I'bis button evident
ly woas mado by the enme hand that
made yours. It was spolled and ancther
cut to replace it.  The man who oarved
it or tho person who beonmo  possessed
of it must and shall explain to mwe how
it eamo into the room where the murder
was done. You must tell me now wher

theso buttons were bought, "'
“T will do so upon one condition.**
“‘Naweo it

CThat whataver von dicover wos will

T 5port or ror o |

| our case.
| without collusion. No, you work alone
| and work quickly, for I particularly

tell me before yon act, and that yon
will not azt before Jan. 1 unless abso-
Intely necessary.
Yon mean as to making an arrest?'’
Ibat is precisely what I mean. You
need not fear to make the promise. I
will guarantee that your man shall not
escape. 1 know him."’
“You know him?’ Mr. Barnes was

! astonished that Mr. Mitchel should

make such an admission.
“Yes, T know him. That is, I am

| morally certain that I know him. Iwill
| tell yon at once that having the knowl-

edge that I myself was innocent I have
had an advantage over you, and I bave
been hunting down this man all these

months. 1 have good circumstantial evi-

| dence against him, but not enough to

warrant an arrest—at least not yet. If
you could follow this clew and find that
it leads to the same man we could con-
viet him.”'

“Will you give me the name of the
man whom you saspect?’’

**No! That would materially weaken
We must get the same result

wish the case to be completed by Jan. 1.”’
“Why so?"’
‘It is the day upon which my wager
is to be decided, and Y shall give a din-

| ner party, at which I anticiyp.. . some

fun. By the way, don’t forget that yon
won a djpner from me on awa; (. Ac-
cept an invitation to dine with 1. e Jan.
1, and if you can then convict car man
you ghall be most welcome, *’

“I shall bend every energy to that
end. But now tell me the name of the
jeweler from whom the buttons were
procured. ”’

Mr. Mitchel then wrote down the
ngme of a Paris firm, also giving their
address. Handing the slip of paper to
Mr. Barnes, he took another sheet and
continued writing.

“Why, Mr. Mitchel,”” execlaimed Mr.
Barnes, ‘“‘this is the same firm from
whom your jewels were brought—those,
I mean, which are similar to the stolen
set. Ihave already communicated with
these people, and they sent me word
that they knew nothing."’

‘““Yes, I know. That was by my in-
struction.’’  Saying which Mr. Mitchel
smiled, and Mr. Barnes once more dis-
covered that he had been fighting
against a man who thought of every-
thing. “You see,’” continued Mr.
Mitchel, ‘I knew that you saw the
pame of the jewelers on the bill of sale.
What more probable than that you
should apply there for information?
Now, my object throughout has been
not to defeat justice, but to have time
enough elapse for me to win my wager.
Therefore nmmodinh‘ly sent a cable to
these persons, ‘Answer nothing signed
Barnes till you hear from me.’ Rather
a long cable dispatch, but then I don’t
mind a few dollars. Of course my cable
to them made them shut their mouths
to you. It was very simple. However,
I myself have not been able to get satis-
factory facts from them, and I think it
needs a person actually on the ground
to ferret out this thing. I believe you
are just the man for the case. This let-
ter will give you their, assistance, and
here is a check for $500 for expenses.'’

Mr. Barnes would have refused, but
Mr. Mitchel insisted that from that
time on Mr. Barnes should consider
himself regularly omrlnyed on the mur-
der case. ‘‘Though of course,’’ said Mr.
Mitchel jocularly, ‘‘you are still free to
work out the robberigs. "’

The two men shook hands at parting,
and one would have said that they = ere
separating after a mutually satisfactory
interview.

‘_ I R e—— ]

THE TATTLER.

Miss Della Sloan of Brooklyn locked a
burglar in her dining room, yelled for tho
polioe and caused his arrest.

Mme. Modjeska's ranch, in California, 18
one of the most beautiful ostates on the
Paoiflo const. It comprises 600 acres and
inoludes o magnificent vineyard.

Mrs. Joy of Missourl s noted among
the reprosentatives’ wives In Washington
for her exquisito tasto in dress and her
charming soclal accomplishments.

The Inte Lady Wilde first contributed to

bo Nation over the pen name of J. K.

1118, and for o long time the editor sup-
posed that his brilllant contributor was o
man.

Mrs. Cannon, wife of the new Utah sen-
gtor, 18 an earnest believer in woman suf-
frago, but 1s, nevertheless, an orthodox

ormon and a stout defender of the doo-

rine of plural marriage.

'fhlrtwn u&nthu ago Mrg. Headler Sult,
Nving noar Wilkesbarre, Pa., gave birth
to twins, #fid tho other day ghe becamo
the mothor of triplets. She s 85 years
old and has had 14 ohildren,

Loulse Imogeno Guiney is dovoted to
out of door pursuits. Sho delights in
rowing and in such tromendously long
walks as fow Amorioans indulge In.  She
{8 ofton met many miles away from home,
accompaniod by one of her fine dogs.

Mme. Marlan S. Gambault of Pau,
Franoce, \\'l{o is o grandnlece of Commo-
doro John Paul Jones, has offered to lend
gomo rolles of the famous naval officer to
the promoters of the proposed National
musoum, in Independence hall, Philadel-
phla

Mrs. Stowart, nleco of the late Goneral
Hunter, who some yoears since Joft Wash-
{ngton to mako her home with ono of her
marriod deughtors at Colorado Springs,
cprrios 1n her purse tho flrst coln mado of
tLo!lrut bit of gold taken from the mines
ot Cripplo Creek.

Mmo. Bernhardt wears o flsherman’s
costumo whon she spends her vacations
among the Broton fisher folk. Thero, on
tho coast of Brittany, she hasa guaint lit-
tlo fortress, modornized just enough to
make 1t habitable and fittod up for a sum-
wmor hollday place.

At ono of tho recoptions given recently
by Mrs. Clovoland tho hostess was gowned
in o skirt of stlver gray cohiffon, with o
bodioe of stlver embroidered white chiffon,
ocombined with turquolse blue velvet. Her
hair was prettily arranged and decorated
with dlamond side combs.

Mmo. Jules Fayre, widow of the Fronch
statosmnan who In 1871 declared that
Franoco would not yleld an inch of her ter-
ritory, recontly died ot Sevres. For the
pasy R0 yoars sho had been at the hoad of
tho Normal Trainiog Sohool For Womon in
that town and had been very successful ns
o teachor and exvoutive

Miss Lucella Willlams, who died recent
ly ot South Doerflold, Mass., was one of
two slstors who founded tho famous Hamp-
ton (Va.) school for m’f“ and Indian
ohildren. Sho also ostablished the Stanton
tnstitute, st Jaoksonville, and, with her
glstor, who 1s still living, labored thoro for
sovon yoars with groat sucooss.

THE FENETRATOR.

It thero is anything In o young man,
tho Roentgen ray should bring it out.—
Yonkers Statosman

“Tho real tost of this now photographio
proovss,”’  observed Jtivers, “will come

¢hon they try it on o shad.”'—Chlosgo

ribuno

Tho latoe Mr. Hamlet would not bhave
talked of ““this too, too solid flesh’ 1t he
could havo forosoen the cathode ray.—
Chloago Post

Edison has thrown o cathode ray
through four Inches of wood. The Blook-
hoads might ns well prepare to poso.—
Philadelphin Record,

That grontest fraud of modern times,
tho wortmy chostnut, slinks away abash
and humiliated before the approach of
Roentgen. —Wichita Eaglo.

JRoentgon's discovery will show surgeons
Just where to cut. In the near futuro
anybody with o jnckknife and ap antitox.
1no squirt can attend to hisownlongevity,
»-5t. Louls Republio.

THE CYNIC.

Opinions aro Jko anything olso—nover
interosting when too froe.

Someo people nrumhvnmlwk;lng-(q_r&h

vuportynity to ha loanl




