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The terrible conflagration reported from
Ottawa the beautiful capital ot tho Do-

minion
¬

of Canada in which between 2000

and 3000 buildings havo been destroyed
and a loss entailed up to a score or moro
of millions will take its place hereafter
In the list of great fires of tha world

It Is interesting Just at this time to note
for purposes of comparison the extent ot-

tho destruotlvenrss of wirao of theo fires

The greatest of nil was tho burning ot

were a t
plncc munUpii

about plni9 of buMnM3
witnessed th loss ot 17150 buildings or-

J125 000000 in property values In Uo3tOn-

In 1872 the loeses amounted to G

000000 Tho buildings destrojed ky the
great firo of lxindon in 1665 num-

bered
¬

13320 and were valued at
000000 Another great tire occurred In

1870 In Constantinople deutroving S000

buildings and taming a loss 25000000-

In 1811 San Francisco had a lire about on-

a scale with thli laten conflagration Tne
then new city of th Golden Gato wav al-

raoft wiped out losing 2S00 buildings and
property v luatilon of about 17000000

When one ot tbeso great natural force
or agents like fire or water or wind-

breaks beyond bound and rages In Us
fury and anajesty how Impotert and Insig-

nificant
¬

man looks after all

IT IH

Here Is a strong and in all respects a
truthful odltorlal from tho Cincinnati in-
quiror With the enactment of tho law-

giving civil government to tho people of-

tho Island of Puerto Itlco Imperial govern-
ment

¬

has been inaugurated
To atato as u truth is not 1 mere

party llctlon It Is a raw truth It is
not the act of nn ImpuUe It Is an ex-

pression
¬

of tho will the people by their
representatives In congress assembled

people of the United States do not
comprehend the violent stretch of author-
ity

¬

which has been given to President ilc-

Klnloy Their llboity has been secute-

tho management and the control of thulr-

rffalrs under the operation of laws which
back to a period earlier than tho-

founastiou of our government havo been
full ani complete

Thp ou 4rag s perpetrated by a mo-

narchical
¬

governmont tho abrogation ot
our rights by the British parliament and
Georgo III king of nngland awakoncd
3000001 pioneers to v realization of tho
truth that the mother country had de-

termined
¬

that tho people ot tho colonies
wcro to be subservient to tho parliament
and king ot Great Britain When that
truth was comprehended a spirit of ro
bclllon tempered by Justice and softened
by appeals to the libertyloving spirit of-

a people which had wrung from King John
recognition of the eternal principles

covered in ilngna Chaita broke forth
Lexington Concord and Bunkers Hill
wastho piotcst made against tho Infamy
of usurpation Independence wit-

nessed
¬

the Declaration ot Independence
That Instrument set forth In clear stub-
born

¬

language the rights of man as an
Individual and the rights of a people as
0 Na ° n Ufc fortune and honor

pledged for tholr maintenance A

hundred battlefields attested ths devotion
and courago of our Victory
crowned the contest and lt was believed
had established forever tho vital principles
of human liberty

Was that belief a delusion Is the gov-
ernment

¬

known to mankind as the United
UJates of America to provo an abortion
Are the heraldod glories of the century
Just closing to become a dissolving mist
before we enter oq the now Wnthry
What frenzy has seized our rulers
they make sacrifice ofall which our fath
era suffered bled and died to attain
What blind Infatuation has possessed con-
gress

¬

that lt gives up its power to nn in-

dividual filling tho office president
What power did Klpg possess
which was In excess of that which con
Ijres has conferred on William McKlnley
president Did King George havo larger
control of the official life of the colonies
than has William MoKlnley of Fuerto-
Itlco Had the British parliament imposed
taxation without representation upoa a
more defenseless people than has the
United States government Imposed on the

ijwpttfsof Puerto Klcp7 Did the king of

I
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England control tho legislative powers ot-

tho colonies as securely as does President
those of ruorto Itlco7 Can any

man name a pover which King dcorgo as-

sumed
¬

which Prcoldent McKlnley does
not possess Has not the president ot tho
United States the absoldto control of tha
Island of Puerto Rico and is not the civil
government of that Island the personal
perquisite of his excellency William Mo-

KlnleyT What can the Puerto Illcans
tho creation ot law tho collection of

revenues the Imposition of taxes the
excrclso of the functions of govcrriment

the enforcement of law which must not

have the approval ot William McKlnley
president of tho United States Hag ho
assured to the peoploof that island the

privileges and tho same Immuni-

ties

¬

as tho citizens of the different States
and Territories of tho Onion Aro the
Puerto Weans citizens of the United
States

Does our National constitution cover
them

Its the Inauguration of a government hos-

tile

¬

to tho spirit of liberty and In viola-

tion

¬

of tho bill of rights and the organic
law the performance of our plain duty
Is the placing in tho hands of a council
appointed by tho president the granting
of all franchises rights and privileges on

tho island in accordance with tho funda-

mental

¬

prinriples of a republican foim of

government Is not the entire structure
of the Puerto Illco civil government n

violent assault on tho prinriples for which
Iho government ot the United SHtes was

instituted to exemplify

A T15WS MIMCIKAI IKiOWr

The Post has often called attention to

the growing Interest in the United States

in what is known as the problem of muni ¬

cipal government Throughout the length

to recognize the overshadow Ins
Importance In tho higher political

sense of good mttnlclpil
How to obtain tho best results In a busi-

ness

¬

and social way from tho various
branches of cltv governmont to secure a
protection that will protect a service

will serve and at the least cost and
to the greatest good to tho public pos-

sible

¬

Is one of the most Interesting and
usofnl questions that can engage our ut
tontlon To divorce these virtually bus

d troved and los entallcl ttml government upon tho
JISO000000 Tho Chicago Are of 181 otmnaagemwit B

some

56

of

a

miniMAlilSH

that

of

Tho

dao

the

and

hall

sacred
Trero

forefathers

that

of
George

McKlnley

do-

in

same

beginning

government

that

great corporation with faithful honest and
Intelligent directors only In charge Is an-

other

¬

and vital element In tho problem
Pnr several yunrs pi u there has been

In existence a National municipal league
whose object Is to bring together tho
mayors < r other representatives of Ameri-
can

¬

cities In a peimanent organization to

study the various municipal problems and
lo heller municipal government In this
country This leaguo has been steadily
growing and claims tint already encourag-

ing
¬

practical results have been observd
from its discussions and its Influence
Teas we aro sorry to say has not been
represented In thh NnMonnl league as It
should havo been To irach similar endi
proposed to itself by the National league
and to Bupply tho want folt by Texas In-

tho premises ono ot the progressive en ¬

ergetic and intelligent new mayors
choson In this State this year Hon D 1

Ieeplos of Nnvnsota suggests tho organi-

zation
¬

of a Texas MuuAelpil Leaguo lu
his first message asreportcd ln tho Nava
sotu Uxnmlncr Maor Peeples sajs-

Ilist question of nportnnie l that Nava
iolk becumt tho lu tlgalui or originator of a
Texas municipal Angue twould be wise as It
wuuld tcud to fi lvt what U tinned 1 ho Un-
soUcd AmcrlCAii Problem municipal gov-

irument Thobjed ot such an association
or society would bo to reUlfj promoto and
lmpiove allclty EOtcrnmcuts tbrouiihout tho-
Stntt of Trxas thereby rotnlutng oftlcets In
their ofllrAal capacity only by merit uud not
by fiauinilcnt political seekers Then after
wo si aUhavo perfected such cvKaulzutlou the
time lll arrive when we cuu connldcr
whether wo will bctome n uiembei of the Na-
tlorfnl Municipal Lcngtio or not

This HiigBe8tlon la eminently worthy ot
favorable consldeiutlon by tho mayors ot
all Toxns cities Such an organization
could undoubtedly accomplish much good
nnd servo to direct more earnestly to tho
subject ot good municipal government the
attention not only of Its active membors
but of the public at large nnd to liber-
ally

¬

educate both mombcrs and publlo on
many questions of deepest concern to all

lt is to bo hoped that tho mavor of Nav-

osota will Uke such steps us will rr ult
flatteringly to his proposal and that we
may soon seo n progressive comprehen ¬

sive municipal league In Toxbb working
In the higher and hotter ends of municipal
government

Arolher transport from Manila has Just nr
rlycd t San Francisco with Its largo con-

tingent
¬

ot sick nnd Insana soldiers Un ¬

doubtedly the terrible rllmnto and campaign-
ing

¬

have caused the most of this wreckage
but It Is also likely hat dissipation has plascd
an Important hand In lt lt is as much as
tho whltn man can do to keep his health in
such n country as Luzon even when ho is
temperate nnd careful Tho testimony Is all
to the effect that excessive use at stimulants
In tropical climates quickly causes Insanity
and denth This Is a matter tho war depart ¬

ment should moro energetically tako In hand
It is a pity to see good men going that way
In such numbers

Hut never mind It will quit raining after
a while

Blanche Walsh the gifted actress who be-
came

¬

such a favorite In Texas Is to sever her
buslneis relations with Melbourne McDowell
next month and retire for a tjme from tho
stage The causes ar loss of faith In tho
further profitableness of tho Sardou plnys
combined with a distaste for tbem nnd also
her own impaired health It Is hoped that
MIm Walsh will net be long lest to tbo stage
a her genius promises to place her at thr
Very top of her profession

U Hunna and tjuay ar tn Indulge In a
fight for points the public want no hippo
drome

Taylor of Kentucky is accorded the prlyl
lege ot the floor of tbe aenate and s ssys
the Indianapolis Sentinel probably the first
Ufltlve from Justice that ever enjoyed this

boooror what used to be an honor

JUnrl Watterson answers the seduetvo-
w ll of the GlQbeDtmocrat to the gold
democrntg by pointing out the fundamental
differences between a Hannaired republican
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party and a Jeffersonlan democratic party and
concludes We aro for Mr Ilryan We are
for him In deadly earnest We aro going to do
our best to elect him

If Senator Hear intends to show his faith
by hit works he Is likely lo become either
a bolter or a globetrotter this tall

These Mississippi republicans who charac-
terize

¬

tbo Puerto Rlran bill as the wisest
legislation should stop ktcklgg hereafter
about government in the Southern States
without representation Tho negro has op-

pottunltlcs and rights that are denied to the
Puerto Illcans-

Tho British and Boers will be switched off
tho flnt n Ko soon It they cant give us some-
thing

¬

more sensational than recent develop-

ments
¬

Old Senator Pettus of Alabama Is acnulr-
ing quite a reputation as a wit In the senate
It must be remembered however that any
deviation whatever from the solemnity of
debate In the senate sounds excrucfntlnglyl
funny especially the gaiety ot dn octogen-
nrlnn

The Ohio and Massachusetts republican
pljnks against trusts demonstrate that the
devil hasnt forgotten tho old trick of re-
buklng sin-

Dallas county Is thinking of sending both
J O McNealus and Farmer Sbaw to Iho
legislature When BUI and Mae get
opened up good and hird front seats In the
gallery will be In demand It may he re-

marked
¬

that gallery eats nre tho safest
The garrison of Mafeklng will be able to

add considerable practical interest to that
vexed scientific Inquiry as to how little man
can llvo on and for how long

Tor our own sake as well as that of the
foreigners let us hope we will not have to-

derlate a retaliatory tnrlrt war against any
of the nuropein nntlons Our schedules nre-
on n sufficiently lurid war basis already

An old niblo brought 1S00 at a sale in Lon-
don

¬

recently Tho chances are that tho col
118 Paf9 1 the time

and hrendth of tho land the people nro nni Bam n lho pa8t wlthnut hJ lM8t tn
courngement from within

The National Association of Manufacturers
has Indorsed the shipsubsidy hill This Is-

compllmentarj lo the liberality of the manu-
facturers

¬

In 00 far as It Indicates a willing-
ness

¬

to divide the spoil-

sGXCllANUli INIUKVIBWS

Hie authorities should see to it that thealleys are not used as depositories for filthIt Is said that many of the business housesarc becoming almost unbearable because of
t

Moscow in 1814 when over 30000 budlng3 e n 0 UM
rom Wl Uc trS

There is this advantage about nllevways
thrv arc nlwuvs used as a dumping ground
and the lllth is brought Into slfiht and with-
in

¬

enov reach of the authorities Now for
some Inexplicable reason or oosslblv the con

constitute the dumping Krounds and the con payers of he State Your comptroller-
s iuencea are not always what could be dc passes upon and issues warrants for all
sired It will never do to depend on the good Iho money that Is paid out by the State
sens or enterprise of the Individual citizens treasurer During his administration ho-

In these sinltnry matters has refused to pay a great many unjust
claims and this of cotiisc has mide him
some enemies but the vot ° r who isfT E n som patriotic motivesblows within few aa e ttralehtfnrwnrnIs Just

miv bo demonstrated vet In this apparently
unuvn contest when thn noble Doers will
triumph over the grtcd of Johnny Hull
Mnrlln Democrat

Let ua not stake on the issue of this con-

flict
¬

however tho accuracy and prcstlKO of
that popular old ns to the strength ot-

a lust cause There may have been a tlmo
when thrlcn armed was ho who had his
auarrel Just but it was before tho closing
years of tho Nineteenth century

+ + +
The solicitude of some good democratic

Journals lest President McKlnlcv had so far
tHtiauged bis party by Ills nubile adminis-
tration

¬

of affairs that ho would fall of re-

nomlnatluu Is painful to contmplatc One
can not hut feel however that it is sym-
pathy

¬

wasted for lluro Is nuthiug lo In-

dicate
¬

that there Is the least of what
their fears foiectist Ban Antonio Light

going out ot their way to pay an unmerited
compliment to the republican party

+ + >

Udltor Wilson ot tho Lockhart Ueglstcr I
mudo of tho right stuff lie made a manly
light for Chilton but when that geutlemuu
withdrew from tho rnco Mr WIIbou declared
hlniBolf foi linllcv against tho field Lullug
Signal

lMltor Wilson wbllo positive In his views
ns all Btrong men arc Is and alwaja has
been above that narrow spirit which uu-

fortunutely characterizes somo men who
shove tbo editorial pen

+ +
At least of tho good ladles nie get-

ting
¬

thero or thereabouts At tho reent-
mocting ot the Transmleslsslpol Commercial
Cougifss Uriel In Houston Toas a perman-
ent

¬

organization was formed including mnny
gentlemen ot National reputation nnd thn
two first names on tho list nie Mrs llosine-
Itynn and Mrs Ilettlo Ilrynn of Houston
These ladles conduct a verv large real estate
business if we mistake not In tho Uayou
City Memphis CommercialAppeal

Yes nnd thev are tho two er > best rtal
estate agents In Houston bar none

ttf-
A good roads movement Is being inaugu-

rated
¬

in a nnrt of Gregg county Irft tho
good work extend throughout the entire eoun-
tv In order that all tho citizens ot Gregg
mav bo benefited Lnngvlew TlmesClarlou-

It is possible that within tho next four
or fhn vears wo shall see thousands of Texas
cltltens pulling tin old stakes and raovlug
across eountv lines to nnd homes where a
progressive nnd intelligent business sentiment
has constructed good roads The
ot tho oeoplo will not consent to strsgglo
behind tho procession and put up with any-

thing
¬

when they can go hlxher and find what
they want

+ +
Mr John G Hunter of Dallas thinks pro-

fessional
¬

promoters of cotton mills may be-
Intelested In selling machinery and that tho
best plnu for a town desiring a factory would
be to deal dlrerl with experienced manufac-
turers

¬

or mill It Is good advice far
however enthusiastic we may be It Is not
wise tc ecr deal with Irresponsible parties
Calvert Chronicle

To get tbe right kind of machlneiy for the
mills lo be built In Texas Is tho most Import-
ant

¬

element In ounnew problem ot Industrial
development The earlier mills in the South

bit on their plants nnd never began
to make money until they Installed the newest
and latest patterns of machinery with all the
modern loborsaving nnd costsaving attach-
ments

¬

The right machinery and a manage-
ment

¬

by experts only will make our Texas
mills profitable from their start

In the near future It will be recognlred
thnt tho services of General Otis to thItppublio havo been canful painstaking
earnest and hs has been
abused like a pickpocket bv the democrats
for party reasons and by others simply from
the instinct that leads wild animals to Join
in the attack on a fleeing foe Cass County
Eun

This criticism of the criticism ot demo-
crats

¬

by the Sun which claims to be the
official ojsan 0 Cass county and of th
First ceuatorial district must have slipped

r t + + f yf r j f +s jyH A fji + + n + r i
m Alvvt > > mnji MViVv ttiLl

isaa tSSZati

HVI

bv the editor when his blue pencil needed
sharpening The crltlcliras against General
Otis came originally from correspondent
und soldier themselves In tbo Philippines
and until such men who were or had been
on the Rround Indulged In their very serious
and charges of Otis Incompetency tha
American press had treated him with marked
kindntss have the criticisms at any-

time been made by only those ot ono political
faith

Tho Times would be nleasad to give the
fellow who thinks that an editor has noth-
ing

¬

to do a days trial In the harness lust
to convince him ot the error of his Judg-
ment

¬

Yoakum Times
A dar wouldnt be a larse enough dose

Most any fellow is chock full of notions and

vim enough to make things bum for a few
hours Put jour smart norlco to the steady

diet of thirty quail In thirty days and repeat
the treatment monthly If you want to ob-

serve
¬

something artistic in the way of gag-

ging

¬

+
Many sections of the State arc going Into

tho fruit and melon business on a large scale
this vear Oakwoods country has evry
advantage possessed bv other truck farming
sections but her nfonle can not vet see
their wav clear to put auv denendence on
anything but eitton Oakwoods Sun

Why does not the editor of thn Sun or

some of his enterprising aDd wdeawake
friends set the ball of truck raising to roll
Ing Men everywhere aro a tood deal like
Bheep thev need to see the bellwether or
some other coninlcuous leader clear ths bars
successfully beforo following The figures
of thh seasons returns to the region about
Corpus Chrlett from cabbage nlone ought
to make the allcotlon raiser green with
envy

+ 4-

Tho world needs more optimists Men who
start out In a campaign of almost any sort
begin bv working on thn oreii dices of Ihlr
listeners and paint dark nlctur a of Impend-
ing

¬

danger Let us henr more of hope and
lesftiof desoalr and we will have more heirt-
lo work Knnli Daily News

If tho Ennls News would see optimism
clothed in rosento hues and hopa literally
aflame let It onlv turn from the campaigners
pleas for Indorsement to his views ot his
buccess before tho votes are counted out
Oh wn are not short on optimists In this
glorious homn of the free and land of tho-

biavo offlccseckcr-

Tho
+

Tost has receded the twelfth anniver ¬

sary edition of the Blrmlugbam Even ng

their

carry

of
ft Botoff

which pub
other choice selected nnd Ead he

of News been Mr
onward during him to wlth

anniversary ment but this

crowth and success

Comiti oiler llnlcyH-
onderoon Times

Texas never had n mora competent or
faithful comptroller thnn Hon Tt W

solar0DJ rs e ih J1 prompted only by pure
the last > s minr tlnlpvs linnThilco atnud Is bo whose quarrel st ndn Inlsration ani refuse defeat

Idea

danger

somo

Just

beat part

men

were

valuable Yet

tho

onen

Nor

The

to him
by tho election ot one who Is a Rtranger-
to the people of our State
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Hiilrrril on lleeortl evt-
Mondny

Frankfow Ky April 27 Tho
county grand 3ury complotcd Its labors

ho had hls own volition taken a-

n
day but Its final report will be made

wthcr advanced attitude the matteri biii i
hlfn tho he is now making

that the indictment i said have though this time by Instructions

Governor deliveries
on

will remain Washington Indefinite

WILL lCIJni HOOKh-

O Ciirter Arris at the Kci-
lernl IrUon

Leavenworth Kan April 27 M
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so
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W V

Mont

havo

Kven
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from utter
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who that Just
gray of view Juan

from

Ellis

dead of vvoundfl Ons buckshot
penetrated the and causeei

The body Lee Kllpatrick sup-
posed to have been murdered at

ehot been found
nor surrounding Iden-
tity of the assailants of the been

In Xesv
Post

York April 27 Tho
aro registered York hotels

Willis at
Ilungo

M Wad and Mrs M-

Wadlll Georgo
W Hcrvoy

MlKord Hart II Mitchell ftt
thc Mrs V
Grand Union Mrs U

Seymour Bancrolt thn
Union

Wales the Imperial

York April Oscar gained
the decision ntrnsteln

foul end of sixteenth
have beenlight hire tonight

SCOTT WAS SEATED

Senators Morgan Pettus and Turner the

Only Ones Who Voted Against Him

THE SOUiHS BIG INDEMNITY CLAIMS

Scnntor Money nn Ainenil-
ment to tin Hill for Collec-

tion Inilcmiill

of ColoUashlngton 2The raJo tlu Hint Stnlc
voted on the declaring Nathan
R to bo entitled to bis seit In tha
senate from Virginia Tho number
of voters In thr negative was only threo

east by Messrs Morgap Pettus and
Turner

At tho of routlno busi-

ness Mr Money Miss called Up bill
to an act to provide for collec-

tion of abandoned property and
of frauds insurrectionary dis-

tricts within the United States He of-

fered an amendment In tho form new
section ths provisions of

bill cotton sold under the act of

Money that the bill
parsed afford opportunity to own-

ers of private establish
ptrprletorshlp tho cotton that Into

handg of tho agents of the
United during civil war Ths
dcors would not ho said opend to
general raid upon the treasury Tho

vC5t the

that under Inw clvlllzol
warfare and nations money roceivel

belonged the owners tho
seized property

Mr Chandler said that half the monej
which had realized on tha-

salo ot the and abandonei property

aliens
After brief

April

being

amend

1S63-

Mr
would

States

money

aelzed

peison

civil conclu named Itayo flywar
the best ntholsnt this mg Nicaraguan which

matter oper-

ate
mu ut3nce asnlnst the

of tho region cnormoUB 600000000-
llshtd nnd original jr Money had no doubt the
matter Tbo rours tho has position of Chandler nnd fully
steadllv upwnrd twelve act in his Judg-

vears and each edl there was right In case
has recorded evidences of the papers
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31
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executive sen-

ate at adJourn
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Chandler gave notice that next ltatho source full contradiction
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Infi Special Elcc
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It In Snl Unt He rte ftr
U e lions

Special to The poiti
Birmingham Ala April jto tho AgeHerald from ifi Vw

says fflo
A personal friend of Cenrm JWis authority for the statement wWgeneral will be a candifot uZW

himself as congressman from tJ5W
congressional district for lae
term and also Jfor the new
begins December 1 101

The same person Is authority tJstatement that General WbeeHri
tlon wan duo to the fact that v
tho nght that would be rn a
tho house and rather thisat the bands his colu 1

ferrcd to resign his seat mVlS
his caso to the peoplo of his aiitlr

Ho stated further that th
Johnston would not

clol election to nama General
successor until November and iifficongressman would bo electedt w
the unexpired term which term
March 1001 In November c2a
Is also to be elected for the rejiui
ceedlng term
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