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" to discourage the discussion of mere political |
topies, not immediately connected with the |
subject under consideration ; T have, there- |
fore. concluded to give you my opinions in
this form _ i |

You ask me to give my views upon the sub- |

ject of foreign immigration gemerally, aud es- |

ially you ask my views respccting the new f

y with which this subject is blended in

the public mind, and w extraordinary

course of action, and no less extraordinary

progress, have awakened an unusual degree

of interest throughout the country, and much |

alarm in some quarters. .
The interest which this party has awakened,

i8 not to be ascribed to_ the evils, real or |

i ined, which flow from foreign immigration, |

but to the fact that it is a secret political bro- |

'.
i

-

tberhool, whose purposes, names and num- |

%era are hidden from the public eye, and to |

the furthor fact that where they have the

-power, no exhibition of public virtue or pri-

wate worth, no services, however meritorious,

and no abilities, howcver commanding, are
sufficient to exempt a man from secret pro-
scription, if he fails or refuses to unite - with
wthomor to sanction their ings, If the |
progress of this party is such as it is represen- ‘
ted to be, we may well consider the propriety
«of waiting in quiet unconcern, or under the
benumbing influence of fear, until such a party
shall have subjugated the country. T have
no fears of this result, if any serious opposi- |
tion is made. But that opposition must be |
mpresented, not in the form of denunciation,
t in the form of deliberate reasoning pub-
licly addressed to the people.
ersons who judge from outward appear-

;ances, without refleeting that such eppearan-

«ces are often deceptive, and in the present in-

stange designed to be so, are inclinea to jump

to the conclusion that the Know Nothings are
irresistible. The formation of a new party, in
this country, always Lﬁ;rodurm striking effects
for the time being ; the fear of being unpop-
nlar, of being in a minority, pervades all |
classes of people. It oporates as well upon |
those who do not seck office as upon those who |
do. BSo much of all that is important to ys jx |
tested by the ballot-box, that thet hgs become, |
in & paramount degree, the standard by which
every thing is megsured.

The cardinal grinciples of our government |
is that the majority shall rale ; and the prac- |
tical gpplicstion of this principle has given a l
strong coloring to all our sccial mi&pdiﬁul f
affairs, to all our habits of thought action.

This feeling of defereptial awe of majorities,
snd of antipathy to minoritics, has been eculti-
wated to such a degree, and has grown to sueh |
raok maturity »that it may be said, without |
exaggeration, thathe dedize for popular ap-

18 a3 strong in our public men as it is |
an the actr, i whom it glows with all the in- |
tensity of a passion.

This is an inherent tendeney, and it causes

men to any movement by which they |
may lybele&inam'mcritywithai:

which sometimes borders ou phrenzy. |

Men in the sore and yellow leaf of political |
life areapt to join in the movement in the hope |
of bei j Neglected men, doug |

rejuvenated
l:ﬂhdsi apvious exclysion, find their merits '
over. Of these who remain, mwm‘
devious courses, and to double dealing ; some |
fight boldly, but often recklessly ; but all.ail,'l
are for a time wohinged, disturbed, anxious
»ud bewildesed. :

These are the ordi effects. We éan
#asily account, therefore, for the ex
symptoms which prevail all over the country,
#hen we reflect '-K:'i-ﬂ these times this natu-
#al sendency has been aided by peeulinr cir-
.emgl_,hneea. e:usfmd“l"‘“ tom of all he
- 1S In one section Tni
infused a distrust ofhltﬁlit?tfu;‘;.::
ing organiuuom.nnda&elinsd;m,_

ﬂdwtywpoﬁm

The advent of a new party at sueh a time
with novel features to excite the ity of

the veil

the careless and unreflecting, of

acknowledged. and, of course, go | fare

S are sowe men who think th
:":k:othh?,ifﬂi.:benum life, In times

et sce & Trojan horse i every
{5 Fins into the spears.of a
&.Ihngehrmingﬂ
Ings. No personal
this course. “Phe

Macedonian

fears magnify a ,“g sl

to oppose the Know No- | souri

party—to cling to the old ship aslon
as there 18 a single sk above the wl;ter. s
It scews to me that if a man is capable of
serying his party at all, he can serve it as a
member of the Democratie party, apd that
neither his capacity nor his intffrily is likely
to be improved by entering a Know Nothing
lodge The Demoeratie party has not pre.
sumptuously assumed her title of ““ American
party,” and yet it has fairly won that title by
an unwavering devotion to American interests,

' through good and evil report, in war and in

, through a lon iod of years.
peﬁewu the Amerigmperputy in 1812, when
there were Americans amongst us who gave
aid and cowfort to a foreign enemy. It was
the American party during the war with Mex-
ico, when a native-born American expressed

| the hope that Mexico would reeceive the Amer-

ican volunteers with ** bloody hands and hos-

| pitable graves.”

I do not eredit the exaggerated accounts of
the numbers and resources of the Know No-
things. Captain Marryatt, speaking of the
military strength of lrl.,l’:I;u; country, «said that
twenty thousand British regulars could mareh
from one end of the Union to the other, without
much serious resistance, but he added a most
important bhint, and it was, that he doubted
whether a single one of the twenty thousand
would ever get back. His idea was that, be-
ing without a standing army, the eountry
taken by surprise, with ‘no time to concert

lans of resistanee, the twenty thousand regn-

rs might by rapid movement traverse the
whole length of the Union ; but in attempt-
ing to return, they would find the aspect of
things waterially changed. The whole land
would literally bristle with bayonets. The
Know Nothings, like the British regnlars, in
the midst of confusion and unconcern, may
march through the country; but the retarn
trip will test the quality of their wettle. The
revocare gradum will be *¢ an uphill business.”

Mere numbers are not the test of the strength
of a party, certainly not of its stability ; some-
thiug wore is required. It muyst be organized
on right principles ; ic must have a basis to
rest upon, and substantial axd rational objects
in view. In these respects the Know Nothings
nr;;kdeﬁfi';;n;‘; ltlil;: even as to pumnbers, are
weaker, r, n is rally osed., —
The recent $lections only show, i?pul;eir gen-
eral results, that where other partiesare nearly
balanced, the new party has succeeded in
turning the scale.

There is one sigaificant featuze in these
elections, however, which we of the South
ona%l:: b.net to oﬁrlo;l;;i Eforts have been
m persons of o te opinions to deduce
from tﬁ{se elcﬂ:ionsc? ite r{mlw ; but there
is one general fact conneeted with them, and
it is, that the i orti
party of the free States bas heen erushed
almost to 11:::2 lmnot what elemenis
were combined to this result;
were all equally at war with owr institutions, - oy

It is with a Lling of profound regret that
I allude to the faot, that almost e liberal-
minded man of the North and West has been
overthrown, and every spark of liberal senti-
ment, as respects the institution of slav
utterly trodden out. Qur friends

as y at the hands of
spother, They are literally, between «
and buzzard.” If they are fortunate e
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to escape the vengeanece of
and Abolitionists, they

o
are sure

Sout

of Sennacharib.

cies to this new

intervention

ality,

defence.

progress of this new
etrate gs far as
surrounds it.

who oppose it.
refusin
cern to

“To be

Know Nothi
slave States.

edian, fo a sauthern a

northerp
great many of

evident that, so far from being
arty, it has become the repre-
sentative of the mlgligermincd, nurelenti
and aggressive anti er 3

igh
people
o :
isons in things which
matters of taste
than

I undertake to say, that powerful as this
new party may be at the North, it dare not
avow its opposition to the repeal of the fugi-
tive slave law, or the restoration of the Mis-
souri compromise line.ld
of sach opposition would be the signal of its
dissolution ; it would melt away like the army |

The announcement

The south has been so often -the vietim of,
deceptive appearances and hollow professions
—suffered so mueh from delusions of this kind
—that it is a cruel mockery thusto sport with
her infirmity. Will the
Constitution 7 Will she ecase to contend, in
open dity, for the rights which it was intended
to secure, and take refuge in a Know Nothing
lodge, and the guide of widnight councils ¥

You are right in ascribing A
party atthe North. Itisnow
a national non--

uth abandon the

ition tepden-

yepirit. The

once entertained tfgat, with all the obj
to which their organization was obnoxiots,
the Know Nothings might still effect some
good by neutralizing the anti-slavery feeling
in the free States, has been completely deswroy- |
ed. The truth is, the Demoecratic party is the
only party which has the least claim to nation-
12 Lae displayed & devotional hercism
m defence of the constitutional rights of the
States; and in the perilous hour when Whigs, |
Abolitionists, and Know Nothings combined
for their destruction, Democrats of the free
States maintained, with inflexible fortitade,
those rights, and fell nobly fighting
What excuse can
crats offer who, in the very hogr which wit-
nessed the self-sacrificeaf our friends, and the |
destruction of the last barrier to suti-slavery

in their

machinations wrought their destruction.
Let us, however, look into the origin and

litical order, and pen-
into the mystery which

‘& great deal said about the advan
the advantages of the
my part, I thiok that one copntry is about
ﬁ:- another, and a great

; however, introduce a
small contrivances—too
many entirely ; they start a great many queer

i
Q\O'Tongtt to knew what o
sition to it involves on the score of prine?;ﬁ::
and what consequences will attach -to those
If we are to be hanged for
to join it, it is a matter of some con-
what is the grade of the offence,
for I agree with the old couplet,
hanged for treason is a common evi
But to be hanged for nonsense is
is not the growth of the
t had its origin at the North
I do not believe that it is the effect of preju-
dice which leads me to regard this as an ob-
jection to the new I have conceived a
northern men, and

the devil.”,

. At least I yillsay no more
was once said by Dan Marble, the com-
udicnce : ‘* Lhave heard

of the

; Jor
as
'Ws”"‘-’

doctrines. It is mot long. since a very noted
man, Mr. Hale, delivered a lecture in Boston
‘12.- m of the principles of Agrarian
! ¥ H.- , if these in ““. m :
g mﬁ-Eu s Aoy ot

ons.

| eret

I

not
dere

men

Cusa

1'1){ the tempest and unmoved by the tide.— | about foreigners
is is their apology
the contrary, achieved our liberty, and or- | the
ganized it by a wriften constitution, under | examine the nature of any pu
which we rufone'qnielly, peacefally and pros-
perously.
gle about the extent to which thay copstisution |
out of an attempt by the ;
fere with the freedom of diseussjon, the license | attack Native Americans and not foreigpers. | deprive
of speegh, and the freedom of the press, a ‘ Protestants not Catholics, agnd that too with- i Know-Nothings )
matter deemed yital by our reputlican fathers.
They resisted, and after great and carnest ef-
forts, succeeded in establishing firmly these | to desire, and without acquminting him what
reat those meditated reformms are.
Ello very spirit of liberty, and, indeed, essen-
tial touits very existence. What excuse can

geyern

-of ‘seercey and fidelity in this country by a ]
 political party, isa qot{tudou that tﬁ?mty:sc
which it is eplisted is incapable of inspiring | vaneed.  In )
say that 3 i=s more in sorraw than in apnger
the suggestion of the spprehension | that I perceive in jt, cvidence of the declise
of tumult and violence from foreigners as sim- | of that liberal pirit which animated qur great Hhorassau whe : .
It could have no possible appli- | ancestors when they framed the Copstitution. | ject of their blind devotion was hideously de-
t is | With our history open before ps, with every |
sretended that it applies to the well-or- | page adorned by our friumpphs in war, n.ncly f
t{ society of the South. Indeed, T do not | what is far better, our triumphs in ang
know if, at last, the explanation of this strange | every line teaching the incalculable valpe of | Bon;
organization { our free Constitatian wnd the sacredness of | ime, . ;
does not lie nearer the surface than we have | the freedom of conscience, we are asked to ' arouse the Protestant commuuity against the
| imagined> Tt may be that the early founders | turn aside from our great mission to
of the order, when they looked at their follow- | & few stray Roman Catholies who have mpﬁl'u, ,
protection of that Constitution ; not by | 2 all, you and I know that the am

attachment or respeet. :

ply absurd.
cation except to a very

feature in the

world and a long peace,” wheare men of the

| solaiers, I am a souced

ilﬂmmh throngh Coventry
i gtu."
finding the new reeruits bt a

to wait until the pyblic eye, dazzled by the
imposing majesty of numbers, would overlook
an{::u;dunl imperfection.
resorts to secerecy must subwmit to

If we
E:rt |

limited aimsi—that it did not contemplate a

, such as itis. We, on | suggest no practi

We have had but

. . I.

one serous strug-

our liberty. That struggle grew | of

i out inquirinﬁ
{ or unfayorab

privileges, =0 ingmately interwoven with

ily in exchange for the dictation of se- |
irresponsible ecomneils, for attempting to |

The exaction of an oath or pledge |

re;

few localities.

Know Nothing

stamp of Mouldy, and Bullealf, and Feeble— | to bigotry is. times .
Fomele Feebie —shone conspienons ; and he | for the infirmity which yields to its sway ; but
said to himself, ** If I be not ashamed of my | we ¢an make no allowance for young Americs;

gurnet. T will not
with them, that's
This may be so; and it may be that,
licht i _

t upon the earlier levies, they determined

This s not an ac-
tion, but a conjecture, and a party which |
! conjectures. |
could get at the real origin of this
am meﬁl«!h beliane that it would
d that at the outset it had but very

of religious faith,

national ization, and perhaps nota
litical organization. It is quite probable !
oppositian to farei was a leading featute |
;I:Iﬁ;bnthmrdhrnmeial than a politi- |

o e Cath- | port
olocism mMa por- | spirit of it—and though
tion of the foreign _

l‘“
7
of

r
the price of ‘wages in son run
try. Nor is it to be denied that
ers have, at times, acted in & mauner to pro-
voke resentment. It is not to be denied that
certain tenets of the Roman Catholic Church

of
nte
: prw 5 4

Know
Roman

oo
the old

they deelare their
words, they

to Protestant ideas of the right
and free inguiry. It re-
- however,

Notltings have the sdvantage of the |

Know Nothing mode of
box ; and. when it shall

el Sikach oitself the Eagments
emblem Saviour above the

to incur the di
shall share the

l-.:'n
Men whe prom
country. ey

T

n sheller and reposc.

ad Roman Catholics, but

remedy. They call

ple to enter their lod
ibli

or to devise any plan te correct ahuses.
the contests which they have had, they seem
to Laye desired simply 1o muke an exhibition |
8 strength, which is cmployed in the most | render. eVl
government to inter- | capricious manuer, and what is singular, they | ohange of the Cunstitution, Uongress canmot

whether the yjetim is fayorabje | |
e to such reforms as they pretend

It does not require the gift of propheey to
foretell the fate of such a party. Mere num- l [ ¢ Ihes
we “offer for contemptuously spurning these | bers, as I said before, without sound pyinciples | 1ng features in this new organization.
priviléges now. or for syrrepdering ghem vol- | cannot sustain a party
proclasimed up to this time, they have commit-
1 ted two gross blunders, o
the conutry by means and by persons | tempt to make a religious test in politics ; the | Jects -
unknown to tbebge:gh at large ; ngne, none | second, is the promulgation of the doetrine  (and I am far from saying that there are met
that the States have no right to regulate the A many such,) who joined it in the b
eloctive franchise as respects forcigners,—
Doctrines more mischievous could not be ad- ne g
In speaking of the first, I desire to | must trample the Constitutionmnder foot, they

ever offers to our contemplation—onr aversion
is somotimes softened by our pity | L «m

we can have no charity for the , the en- ! " ;
| lightened, and the t{igamna,yo:l?fdaﬁngiy ;Dwgiu seems to think, are without,
| aund presumptuously thrust themselves betwee
s?::tﬂ;;quﬁen&and h:asoq. p - | the Romen Cstholi
are is o ng w d:g-mﬁﬂan _x- tholic < -
alts human nuun.gi;aliberdforbequnm | Protestant clergy will not surrender their
towards those who differ from us in matters |
1f there i= onc feature in 1
our Constitution which meore than any other | Wh ks
commends itself to the vespect and vegorption | pointment, by
of mankind, 1t is that which secures to every
man the right to worship God aceordipg to |
the dictates of his opn .conscience, mud de- |
clares that no religious test shall ever he a . : .
plied in determining the qualifications ﬁard&: ' short time before, the m@&-_!‘;“‘rw
fice. The members of this pew party, though
they denounce the Jesuits because it is assu-
med that the Jesuits will take an oath to sup- : : iy
the Constitution aud then violate the | grcat measure to this emizration ; arguing

with the adwission ap their l.lr

stitution forbids the disfranchisement of any |
religious denowination by open legislation, |
ir purposes to cffect
franchisement at the ballot-hox.

1o empl

strument, placed i the hunz ;
of this country to enable them to scoure fidel-

Wem, to correct sbuses
inistration of their government,
need be; to procure amendments to the Con-
stitgtion, and as & means to evade, nay, sub-
vert the Constitution itself—to cmploy it as | |
Santa Anna and Louis Napoleon employed it,
to overthrow the Constitution.
{:rif;hg the ballot- |

pla- | American people, when, ono_aficr another,
the religious denominations which may chance
leasurc of this secret order

of the Rowan Catholics,
we may well exclaim ** God save the Repub-

ulgate sach doctrines, wis- | limi

cutirely lost to a sense of | and palpable

ipable, blessings,
"'o!'t&:eﬂa:?n;‘s.mdnnd«m

cease 10 remember what it w awvd  waat it
upon w ‘n‘.;. J
.bmmwtwe'l'lw.oih:rbhnder w‘z:mh id:ﬂ. is
A Inimhtlmﬂtmmcnm;nd’ b
| & right never before v m
1_§hliulhel:uionicishopd'ill ever sur-
It is quite evident, that without .

foreigners of ight 10 votg, and the
Vothings will ltrﬁvﬁ to ask tha
States to decupitate themselves by making this
- amendment, or to further disgrace thewselves
-f b{ ignobly abandoning a right at the dictation
| of this s cret order

| 1 propose to speuk mare gt Jepgth on this
point jn another connoetion.  These ;rvAla:i
In what they have | not justified in asserting that jt is deficient im
the main elemm!.:h:f strength in m:fndm
The first is ap at- | prineiple, and in the practicability '

- ' " When the bévext men of this party

s that

| tical good was to be ined, ‘vome
:mﬁna that to sttain some fapcied benefit, they

| will turn from this seeret order ag the deluded

 deyotees tu from the vailed of
Khorassan :'?::l: they disgovered ﬂ‘m

fmlmedin uoul::d body. o

e e e i
Apinions, is the objéct. of ﬁ new  organiza-
but from its inception to the present
there has been an unceasing effort to

ace ; and |

persecute | Roman ©gtholic  In our Suue.w:;::e
evils of foreign wwigragiop arg sear t
| I. c || l

ars, experienced the same feelings with which | the i,
F surveyed the results ofﬁlslt-reerniting ‘ open legislative énactment, pot by qm,endxnf | M’cﬂﬂhﬂ been operated upon almost exclu-
seryice in which he said he had **miscsed | the Constitution ; but by controlling, through | sively I am not the advocate of the Roman
fapaticism, join the very party whose sccret | the King's pross most damnably.” Jack look- | secret combination, the suffrages of the pac;ﬁa_. | Cataolic faith ; I condemu most pmphatically
ed along those ranks which were flled by | When religions bigotry and intolerance tri- the demial of the right, of eyery man ty read
"d':uo;?dsad, ubjust, serving men, younger | umph, as they often do, over age and weak- the scripturcs and luterpret them for Limself.
sous to younger brothers, revolted tupsters, | ness, deplorable as the spectatle is—and it is | I do not believe in the infallibility of the Pops,
| and ostlér® trade-fallen. the cankers of a calw | the most deplorable that poor human nature | oF of the councils. ~ But, because it is aform

wireligion, and protected by the Constitution,
| dispored to let it l:{mc. At most, ]
‘would simply tura it over to the Protestant
' elergy, and commend it especially to the famous
three thousand in New England, who as Judge
lemits
n | mate employment. 1 repose absolute confi-
‘donoc in their a.bi.lit_rw make head against
Church ; and [ trust the
mightful calling nor make the humiliating con-
fession that they are aneagual to the task
which they have undertaken by ** divipe ap-
calling in the 2id of a politieal
,y and the terrozs of religious persecation.
p‘;‘mm igtation to this couniry has buth
its evils apd bencfits. It isa fact worthy of
| consideration, that about the tine, or a vory
ers was commenced, English wrilers
were attempting to show that the rapid growth
and prosperity of this country was due in =

declare that their | that it brought woncy, skill and iedusiry into

leading object is to purify the ballot-box. yet , the country; that our cauals and railroads

| woere made by foreign labor our merchant ves-
gels wore maned by foreign scamen; that
much of the skill in the mechamical asts, of
this dis- | Which this conntry boasted, was derived from
In other | other nativus; that the greater portion of the
that sacred in- | emigrants b more or lees of money with
ofthn&mou.u-lm-'_‘d‘” 9 .-ﬂnt,an cqu;‘lndm

| productive , were greatly increased by
in the | smgration. Writers wepe not
and, if |

that the Con-

This is the Now, it juay be that the effect of thiz immi-
gration wpou the growth of the country is
somewhat exaggerated but still it is not w be
denied that great ad bave been de-
rived from it by thecountry at hfgl.&l:‘ :n
> L4

sapctioned by the

of the of this
the character of

M -'l.
Vit Constitain

Oathlic may find | is, that th

attempt to Justify Ia

| in competition with gative Anitrioay




