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| of the other. Minnie’s eurls. which hung
' around a well shaped head. were of a

ness, as was her wont to do, placed her
arms around ber,and danecing her arcund
the room.

Minvie. bow frail and fair she looked
in comparison with the dark eyed beanty

while those of ber
compaanion were of the deepest black.—
The contrast was strikingly beautiful,
but those young hearts were joined by
the strongest ties of love,

rich decep auburn,

which were
abuut to be broken, for Lottie. the elder
wounld share her joy with none. And

The mother and daughter sat gazing
out upen the lovely suuset, for, on the
morrow, Minnie was to return $o Mis,
Lamott's school, and the thought could
not but bring saduess upon both hearts.
But it was best for her to go and so the
sacrifice was made.

“* Oaly four years more, my dear ma-
ma, sud I can say farewell to books and
live ot home with you and dear papa for-
ever. Oh, I am so glad you are goirg
love you as I do.”

So young and so beautiful they were
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Days, spedc on  Minnie aud
Emma Pierce (for that was her mother'a
name) searecly left each others side.—
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each bound in the other's love.

Minnie and Lottie exchauged letters
often, each of which was full of love for
her new mama, and the warm deep love
she gave tn her in return

** Aud,” she would say, ‘““as much as
much as [ long to see yon, dear Lottie,
and good, kind Mrs. Lamott, T caunnot
bear the thought of separation. Oh, she
1s dearver than even mwy childish heart
dreamed of,”

Jach letter sank deeper aud decper
the wished for revenge into the heart of
Lottie Clinton.

““Oh!" she would ery, I will tear
their hearts asunder ! Minnie shsll yet
Late that woman, and [ will again have
all her love. She shall cling to me for
support, but T must wait —wait uatil the
time comes.”
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them. So with this arrangement, after
a happy vacation, they returned to
school.

The three years, two of study and one
sight-sceing, have passed
brought back to Forrest Grove, not our
little Mionie and Lottie, but two tall,

scventeen and nincteen.

““ Where is Lottie, Minnie 7”7 asked
Ewma Pierce, coming into the room
where Mionie was reclining ou a sofa all
alone.

Lottie had just left ber, after telling
her that which she said the had just over-
heard passing her mother’'s room om he'
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cn home ;’ and that her father had gen-
tly remocstrated, saying—*Why, [ sup-
posed you all enjoyed each other’s com-
paoy, but if not he would gently hint to
Lottie that he feared her friends would
menopolizing  all

her time : and then, without giving off-

ence to either Lottie or Mianie, she
would return home.” *Yes, just as

said—must please them first, your wife
afterwards .’

This she said was all she heard, for
she hurried awav 20 ahe eould hear mno
more. And Lottie with tears in her
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those cold lips.

Emma gazed again at the strange girl,
and started in surprise, for in the excite-
ment she had fainted
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form of Minnie ; but after the blue eyes
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This was enough to satisfy Minnie,and

and ber time was more snd mere given
to her friend, and Mrs. Pierce was al-
most given up entirely, gomng whole

daily rides and at the famfly meals
Many, many times had Emma remon-
strated with Minuie, striving by every
kind look and deed to bring her back
but no, she was as cold towards her, and
the tender heart of Mrs P’ierce was near-
ly broken. No company save her haus-
band’s. who was the same as ever—kind
and tender, as well as proud of his beau-
tiful wife. She would wot tell bim of
Minnie’s colduess, for fear of paining the
poble father ; and so she lived day after
day, until ar length wild with despdir
she was ready to smk to the ground,
ud whould have wished, only her
husband’s sake, that desth migzht come,
and thus free her burthened heart
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