
BOER AND BRITON.DAVID AND GOLIATH.
The Awful Disparity Numerically and In Point of
Resources Between the Two Peoples Now
Battling In South Africa.Historical Wars

In Which Very Strong Nations Were
Opposed to Very Weak Ones.

ABIDE from the interest attaching
to the present war In South Afri¬
ca, born of racial or national an¬

tipathies, by which' noncoiubutunts ull
over tho world are aligning themselves
on one side or the other, there is a sec¬
ondary interest for which universal und
natural sympathy for tho "under dog"
In the light Is responsible.

It may be stated In general terms that
When superficlnlly viewed the mere fact
of a great, strong nation nssuulting or
lorclng to the wall another territorially

smaller and numerically weaker ns
to population causea the popular
heart to bjedt In unison with that of the
oppressed people and n great wave of
sympathy to sweep around the globe.
Whether, however, stioh un Impulse re¬
tains in concrete benefit to the object of
its solicitude, or, in other words, ev-^r
materializes In the shape of active In¬
terference and assistance by force of
arms or through the offices of diplomas,
cy, Is another matter, as to which only
an appeal to the chronicles of history
can enlighten us.
At tho present time, and In view of

what has recently transpired, we are
forced to contemplate one of tho oldest
and strongest nations of the earth ar¬
rayed against two of the newest and
most diminutive republics in the world
.on the one hand, England, or, rather,
the empire of Great Britain, with its
teeming millions, Its all but Invincible
armaments on sea and land, Its illimit¬
able resources, itn hitherto Irresistible
might; on the other hand, the Trans¬
vaal and tho Orange Free State, with
no navies, practically no standing ar-
mles ami a combined white population
not more than half as great as that of
the city of Philadelphia.

It has long been a recognized fact
thai lireat Britain has girdled the
plobe with her forts and military sta¬
tions nnd that her "morning drumbeat
rolls around the world," even though
the mother country is of almost insig¬
nificant proportions. Starting from
that group of small islands known as
the United Kingdom, with its totnl
area of less than 122,000 square miles,
the British empire has extended until
It dominates more than 11.250,000 square
miles of tho earth's surface today.Within the confines of the home coun¬
try dwell less than 40,000,000 people, yet
tiny have brought under subjeetiun,
won over or made tributary to them
nearly ten times that number, or a to¬
tal of 400,000,000 souls.
Nearly 300,000,000. to be sure, exist In

India nnd arc servile subjects, who con-
tribute but scantily toward the enrich-
ment of the dominant race; yet of the
vast annual revenues of the empire, es-
Unrated at SI,128,000,000, one-half that
amount, is yielded by'the colonies, and
It Is not to be wondered at that the
efforts are persistent and continual to
extend the borders of 'Greater Brit¬
ain."
On the oth»r hand, what? If relative

proportions were to be considered, we
should expect to find pitted against the
might of Britain at least Kussln and
France, or all the nations of Kurope.
But instead we see two small republics,
the area of both combined being luO.000!
square miles less than Britain's contig¬
uous colony of tho Cape, or scarcely1

170,000 square miles, and with a total
population of perhaps 1,200.000. or which
number not more than 600,000 at tho
outside are white, of whatever nation¬
ality or shade of political belief.
The disparity In the military force of

the contending nations is equally no¬
ticeable, whether we consider the ac¬
tual or reserve strength in the Held or
avallablo and to be drawn upon In
emergency. It has been estimated that
in a life and death struggle Great Brit¬
ain could arm and place In motion near-

ly 60,000.000 men, and the actual number
now In Afiicn, about 200.000, is no cri¬
terion of her possibilities.
To offset this the two republics can¬

not be said to have, accepting the very
highest estimate, more than 50,000 men,
nor could they raise, at the best, mure
than 125,000 soldiers by impressing all
their "nvailables" between 15 and i!5
years of age. To do this they would
have to "rob the cradle and the grave"
almost literally, and even perhaps ini-1
press some of their brave women Ihl >

the service for the cause of liberty. In.
deed, If reports mny be credited, some
of the Boer women have already enlist-
ed In the ranks and have stood shoulder
to shoulder with their husbands und
brothers in opposing the invaders of
their country.
These being the farts In the ense.

what is the natural Inference? It Is, of'
course, that the smaller wiil eventually
succumb to the greater, the numerically!
interior people to tho superior in point
of numbers and equipment. It may be,
as Xapoleon Bonaparte is said to have
remarked once upon a time, that "Prov-
Idence is always on the side of tho'
strongest battalions," or words to thai'
effect; but. without differing from that!
eminent strategist, It may be pertinent
to remark that it was not always the
physically stronger force that prevailed

In tho Napoleonic wars, ns the great
Conqueror himself wuulü be glad to tes-
tlfy. Napoleon In proprio, persona was
a host, opposed to which ttie rank und
flic of Ills enemies were as chaff scatter-
td by the wind, There is, In fact, al-
ways some clement intangible to the'
ordinary perception that enteis into the
computation and turns the tide from
failure to Victory or the reverse. This
element may be personal, ns with Bona-
parte, or It may be national, as with the
Boers, lint, whatever It be. It counts for
more than mere brute force and for far
more than the efforts of hirelings doing
battle for wage or putting up a light
from sheer force of circumstances.

It was said of tin? French in their bat¬
tles din ing the Franco-Prussian war, .10
years ago, that their generals, "trained
In warfare against the Arabs In Algiers,
could not cope with the' superior organ-
lzution of tho Germans." And, grunt-

ing tills statement to be correct, what
shall bo Bald of the British, who. until
the present war was Inaugurated, bad
not for many, many years faced a foo
their equal in the scale of civilization}
In fa< t, they had been accustomed, vet¬
erans as they were, to make war mainly
upon barbarous or semlclvlllzed peoples,
such as the Ashantoes, the Zulus, the Da-
sutos nnd the fanatical hordes of Arabs
led by the khalifa. This may be said
without in any manner depreciating tho
courage of the men or the capacities
of their commanders, for tho inn Ite
bravery that will support one under
tho terrific charges u'* Arabian horse¬
men, reckless of life and bent solely
upon death as a means to gain a future
paradise, that will stand by soldiers Iso¬
lated in far oft' Afghanistan attacked
by overwhelming forces of relentless
barbarians, is not to be despised.

Still It is not equivalent to the fores
that springs from love of country and
is Inspired by the defense of home.
With bis back against a wall, and be-
hind that wall his loved ones, his home,
his all on earth, n man will fight as
never man fought before for any other
cause. Defeat Is a consid'-ratlon that
docs not enter Into Ms calculations, sur-
render a thing unthought of. It is a
fight to the death, and under such elr-
cumstances one man is sometimes equal'

to a host of hlrolinrs and commits moro
havoc than a acor<> of mercenaries, bo
they Swiss or Hessian.
And. again, one must reckon with tho

fact that the Doers are on their own
soil. In a country with which they nie
ail familiar, nnd that alono Is consider¬
ed by military authorities as givingthem a fivefold advantage over tho in¬
vaders. This needs no arguing, for It
has already been proved in the opera¬
tions around Ladyamlth, at the assault
of Spion Kop and In a score of instances.
Tho attacking party, and especially tho
invading force, Is always at a disadvan¬
tage, which mero numerical superiority,
no matter how groat, cannot always
overcome.
So the question recurs. Is tho dispar¬

ity between Doer nnd British forces and
their respective armaments as great as
at tlrst glance it appears? Have tho
Doers still a fighting chance for ulti¬
mate victory notwithstanding tho ap¬
parently overwhelming odds ugainst
them?

It Is a lesson of history that the
greater ultimately absorbs tho lessor
and that In the end the world applauds
the victor. The growth of an empire or
of a great republic Is by accretions, like
a snowball rolling down hill: but some¬
times tho snowball falls apart by its
own weight, nnd the small boys gather
up the fragments If wo turn to our
only guide, tho history of nations that
have existed in ancient times nnd of
those that exist today, tho lesson we
road Is m>t very encouraging for tho
Boer. For what wo find, in tho first
place, is that the small fry almost In-
variably have become the prey of the

EVERYDAY "WAR SCENES IN SOUTH 'AFRICA.
larger Ashes. Tho "lion Hps down with
tho lamb." hut tho hitter Is usually In¬
side the former at tho conclusion of the
story. I
There nro exceptions, It Is true, as,

fqr Instance, Switzerland, which for
centuries held out against tho singleiand combined onslaughts of greau-r
powers, to eventually slide into the sat-
factory position in which wo And her
today, rnther ns tht» arbiter of peace
than as the object of continental con-
tentlon.
Looking further back, Into the very

twilight of history, we Und Innumerable
instances that go to show how the proc-
ess of absorption went on despite thö
protests of the victims and the Wallings'
of the world nt large. One of the con¬
spicuous examples of a weak but brave
people resisting for a long period inev¬
itable destiny is to be found In th-»1
memorable siege and destruction of
Troy. There aio those who aver that
Trey and all its Inhabitants, together

with the hosts that compassed It
about, were but fanciful creations of
old Homer's brain, llut. 1; so, that does
not alter tho argument, for Homer va-j
only reasoning along the lines taughthim by observation and by tho historyof past events.
The case of Troy was that of a single

city holding out fcr a long periodagainst the resources of a whole nation.
Another notable example was that of
Carthage, which for centuries dctled all
the might of Imperial Home.
And Home herself. ha\ lug become ti

conquering nation through her success¬
es in Africa, was not satisfied until she
¦had brought the greater portion of the
then known world to acknowledge her
sway, first invading Macedon, then Syr.la, Gaul, Britain, und stretching her
arms out for plunder to every point of
the compass.
Then there were tho Moslem Arabs

who started out from Arabia and over¬
ran not only Egypt and north Africa,but eventually crossed th-> Mediterra¬
nean and Invaded Spain, finding their
Waterloo only in Krane... under the
sturdy blows of Charles Martel.
Coming down to comparatively mod¬

ern limes, one of the most flagrant Iii
j stances of aggression by overwhelmingforce is to bo found In the partition of
¦Poland between Prussia, Austria andRussia In 1772 Catherine of Russiaj planned the dismemberment of this tin-
happy country, but Frederick the Greatland Maria Therese were only tbo will-jj !ng to share in the spoils. For nearly100 years the brave Poles resisted In .i
desultory manner the continued oppres¬sions of Russia, but the « ad finds them,notwithstanding the heroism of Koscl-I
usko ami their most strenuous endeav¬
ors to throw off the yoke, bowed be-
m ath the burden of their woes.
Tho History of Holland or the Ncth-1

lands shows us how a virile nation may¬be harassed and even crushed to earth,but In the end rise triumphantly and
turn the tables upon Its oppressors.Bestowed as a royal gift upon the infa¬
mous Philip II of Spain and for many
years enduring "a tyranny which for
extent nnd ferocity Is almost unparal¬leled in history." yet the indomitable
Hollanders resisted successfully the ef¬
forts of the Spanish sovereign to sub¬
due them, and after AO years of fighting
came off victorious. They came out of
the long conflict even Btronger than

they entered It nnd pny?->ssed of n
formidable Heel that made them at that
tlmo tho first naval power In the world.
This was tho beginning of Holland's
gr atness us a world power, and it was
brought ubmit by the endeavor of her
enemies to reduce her to nothingness,

It was by their prowess against the
Spaniards thai the Dutch not only
saved their country, but gained for
themselves those ruh bland» of the
east.Borneo, Java. Sumatra, Molucca,
the Celebes, etc..from which today theyderive an. annual revenue of more than
JoO.Ooo.OUO. Some they took from the
Spaniards, but most Of them from the
Portuguese, and they have held them
for more than 200 years; but not one Of
them is yet actually and wholly in their
possession, as they have never quit-'
subdued the wild tribes living there and
are still obliged to maintain an unity of
10.000 men.
Such have been tho outcomes of some

Of the wars between small states and

groat nations. Tho siege of Troy,
whether mythical or otherwise, gave
the world a host'of heroes nnd a series
of ndventures It could not well do with¬
out: Carthage has left behind a few Im¬
perishable1 names; Rome has left many
and has served as an example and a
warning for centuries; Spain has shown
us what a great nation should not be,
and, particularly In her treatment of
the Netherlands, aroused a people who
afterward caused her great distress,
while the partition of Poland has di¬
rected the eyes of the world to a possi¬
ble menace In the aggressions of a great
country like Russia. From these cita¬
tions out of the old world's experiences
it may be seen that the Boers have Ut¬
ile to hope for or to encourage them in
the way of precedent. If we turn to the
new world, however, we And more hope-'ful conditions from which to draw au¬
guries for their future, particularly in
the dissolution of Spain's great colonies
In Mexico, Central and South America.
At the time Spain was engaged In

carrying the inquisition Into Holland
and striving to crush her brave people
she was the conceded proprietor of the
greater portion of America south of
Florida. The great navigators like Co¬
lumbus, Vespucci and the Flnzones. and
cruel conquistadores like Cortes, Flznr-
ro and De Soto had added to her orig¬
inal territory vastly more In America
than was then held by all the recognis¬ed powers combined.
The settlements formed there grew

and nourished owing to the discoveries
of gol i In the West Indies. Tervi nnd
Mexico, nnd for 300 years Spain held
these count! ies In a grip of death. Senat«
annually galleons made the voyages
between the colonies and the mother
country laden to the gunwales with
gold, silver, spices and precious woods.
These were the frequent objects of at¬
tack by English, Dutch and French pri¬
vateers, and many millions were divert¬ed from their destination in Spain to
tho coffers of her enemies. But still
she held the colonies true to their alle¬
giance, until the period when Napoleon
Bonaparte Invaded Spain und placed
his brother Joseph upon the throne^This was In 1S0S, nnd. though the
f irmer king, the dissolute Ferdl-
nand, was a second Nero by na-
ture and had no regard for the
liberties of his subjects either at homo
or abroad, still the colonists found In
the Imposition of a new regime and a
foreign sovereign excuse for revolts
against the mother country. The flame
of revolution raged throughout all the
south, rn colonies. In Mexico the patriot
priest Hidalgo led tho llrst outbreak,
beginning a civil war which lasted
many years. The same year Chile de¬
clared her Independence. Venezuela
followed In 1811, again was In revolt In
1S13 under Bolivar, and, after a pro¬
tracted conflict With varying success,
the republic of Colombln. embracing
New Granada, Vencsuela and Ecuador,
was established In lM'J. Meanwhile the
revolution was fiercely raging In Mex¬
ico, and in 1S21 the shackles of slavery
were broken, never to be replaced.
After the long conflict was over It was

found that the only remaining depend¬
encies of Spain In America were the
comparatively insignificant islands of
Cuba and Porto Rico. And these two,
as wc all know, after enduring Spanish
tyranny for nearly two-thirds of anoth¬
er century, were finally released
through the Intervention of tho United
States.

It Is perhaps quite natural that, whlls
the little folks of Europe have rarely
received assistance from their big

brothers In their struggles for freedom.
nnd it was only In the new world that
others similarly situated tvere enabled
to achieve their Independence by friend¬
ly aid. the eyes of the struggling iiosra
aro turned this way us to a last forlorn
hope.
But sentiment is one thing, and diplo¬

macy is another. As matters are now
it would appear that the South African
republics will have to stund or^ fall by
their unaided endeavors. They un-
doubtedly have the world's sympathy,
if that can be any satisfaction to them,
but the world's material aid has so far
been withheld, and Is likely to be until
the end. This may arrive sooner or
later, but whatever the outcome of the
terrible struggle, the Boers may con-
gratulate themselves upon the defense
they have made, the victories they
have already gained and, most im-
portant of all, the worldwide rocognl-
tion of their in. xtingulshable patriot"
Um. FREDERICK A. OBER,

"That hörs« 1» dtidV

OFFICIALLY DEÄÖij
"Thai horse who** head you see

lag out that shanty window I» a<
This remark was addressed to

by a naval officer as we walked to
the United States receiving ship
mont at the Brooklyn navy yard.
Upon hearing this statement J

etantly protested that It was impo
for the an
to be dead,.
I could ete
head dtstlnei
move from
to alte.
"W ell,"

companion
e d, "t iiou
living in
flesh, he ia
cially defui
and there
hangs
That old s

which you see, looking more Ilka
stranded hulk than a habitation.
Its tarpaulin doing duty for roof
the porthole.-like windows barred
anything the owner seemed to find
venient. Is the homo of tho dead ho
and a live old sailor. He has been
tired.the sailor, I mean.from net!
service, but works around the yard*
a street cleaner, with a horse and
for 'dump.' For years the old sa
and the horse had worked happily
gether, until one day the board of sur-:
vey condemned the animal to be shot as'
being too old for use. Tho lamentations:
of Jeremiah were as nothing compared'
to the old salt's wail of despair when ho
hoard the fate In store for hts friend.
The sympathies of the board were ac¬
cordingly enlisted, and he wa^jtjd that
the horse would be turned Ic^^arKMt,'
he could catch him, why.possession
was nine points of the law. This the old
fellow did. Now he and his true-love
inhabit yonder mansion, which he was
allowed to erect for their abode. Thus,
you see. while officially dead, the sail*
or's old companion still lives." K. H.

ANY MOIIE QUESTIONS f

Max O'Rell tells a good story of Mr.
William Redmond, on Irish member
of parliament. Mr. Redmond was onoo

addressing a rneetiwg-of-Irishmen-in-tha..
Centennry hall at Sydney, Australia,
nnd at tho conclusion of his speech the
audience rose en müsse and cheered
themselves hoarse. The chairman, who
was a very meek
nnd mild man,
at length suc¬
ceeded in restor¬
ing quiet, and
said, "Gentle¬
men. I am re¬

quested by Mr.
Redmond to say
that if any one
wishes to ask
him a question
he will be glad
to answer It."
A mun arose
from the body
of tho meeting
and ascended
the platform.
"Mr. Chalr-

mart.VeruVösdrdr
but he never got nny further. He wajj
recognized at once as a notorious Or-
angeman, and, quick as a flash, a great,
big specimen of an Irishman sprang ai
him and struck him In the temple.
The man fell like a log, and It was

thought that he was killed by tho blow.
They carried him out on a stretcher and
sent for doctors. Imagine tho excite¬
ment all this time, continuing for a
quarter of an hour.
Finally tho chairman rapped gently

on tho edge of his desk, advanced to
the front of the platform, with his eye¬
glasses poised on the end of his fingers,
and there was quiet at once. Then,
very deliberately, the chairman said:
"Gentlemen, Is there any one else who

would like to ask Mr. Redmond a quea«
tion?"

'Any one else who would
like to IL.«v .

A SURPRISED BISHOP.
A certain well known bishop recently

went to a town to perform a marriage,
ceremony. He arrived the day before
the wedding, and he left at the same
time the bridal pair did, although h»
was drlven-to a different railway star
tion. As he passed through the station,
carrying his traveling bag, he waa

aware that he was creating a sensation,
but was totally at a loss to account for ;
It. On the platform he found that ho
was still the object of amused attention»
The porter positively snickered a

passed his carriage, and the church dig¬
nitary felt forced to demand't're reason,
"Whnt is the matter with jjyrt, my

man?" asked the bishop.
The porter's smirk broadened Into

a laugh. .

"Ain't you left the good ladV. sirf'
he chuckled.
"Eh?" exclaimed the bishop in sur*

prise. Then hts eye fell on~tte side of-
his traveling bag, which the porter had
Just turned round. There, glued to it*
was a wide strip of white satin ribbon,
on which was painted in large lotterst
"Married this morning."
The facetiously minded best man had!

mistaken the bishop's traveling bag fog
that of tho bridegroom. VSU3

HAUNTED RAILWAY E.VGINRS.
Thero aro on nearly every rail

locomotives that are known as Jonahs.
Some years ago an engine op. a Scotch
line blew up, cutting the stoker's head
off with a segment of boiler iron. Tho
engine was rebuilt and naudo as good
as new, but no-driver could bo found}
to run It more than one trip.
It'was scon whispered about that it

was haunted.that the headless etokor
had an unpleasant habit of appearing
on tho tender and insisting on firing up.
One night a driver and hts'stoker de»:,
sorted the locomotive when out on a
run. For a month tho engine Jay in th.e
shop. Then a driver who was compelled-!
either to take It out or loso his place''
mounted it. Before it had run a <t. t':n
miles it went through a culvert, wre«.';-¦
cd the train and killed nine people, T* '

was never rebuilt.

THE SMITHS ABROAD.
Tho Smith« tve everywhere. Tn I

they aro called "Smithl;" in Holl
"Schmidt;" in Russia, "Smitowdkf;"
Spain, "Smithus;" in Poland, Scrim
welskl," and in Mexico, "SmltrL"
England tho Smiths aro the most
merous of all families; but In 1t«\
they are content to rank fifth, u
Murphy, Kelly, HulUvan and Walsi,


