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BOER AND BRITON---DAVID AND GOLIATH.

The Awful Disparity Numerically and In Point of
Resources Between the Two Peoples Now
Battling In South Africa---Historical Wars
In Which Very Strong Nations Were
Opposed to Very Weak Ones.

EIDE from the intereat attaching
A to the present war In South Afri-
ea, born of racial or nationnl an-
tipathles, by which’ noncombatants all
over the world are aligning theniselves
on one side or the other, there {5 o scc-
ondary interest for which unlversal and
natural sympathy for the “under dog"
in the fight is responsible.
It moy be stated In general terms that
when superficlally viewed the mere fact

of o great, strong natlon assaulting or
forcing to the wall another territorlally

170,000 square miles, and with a total
population of perhaps 1,200,000, of which
number not more than 500,000 at the
outside are white, of whatever nation-
ality or shade of polltical belief,

The disparity In the military force of
the contending nations is equally no-
ticenble, whether we consider the ne-
tual or reserve strength in the fleld ar
available and to be drawn upon in
emergency. It has been estimated that
in o life and death struggle Great Brit-
aln could arm and plice in motion near-
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AM ARMORED TRAIN,

smiller and numerically weaker as

ta papulation o) 8 the popular
heart to Deat in unison with that of the
op el people and A great wave of
]yl = around the globe,
Whether, however, such an fmpulge re-
fult= in ennerete beneit to the object of
s solleitnde, or, In other words, evar

materlitizea in t}
terTeroncs 11l ns
nrmg or throngh the offices of diploma-

shape of active in-
mee by forcee of

in the Napoleonle wars, as the graat
conqueror himself would be glad to tes-
tify. Napoleon in propria persona was
a host, opposed to which the rank and
file of his enemles were as chafl scittor-
¢d by the wind, There is, in fuot, al-
ways some clement intangible to the

computation mud turns the tide from
fallure to victory or the reverse. This
element may be personal, as with Bonn-
parte, or it may be nationitl, as with the
Itoers. But, whatever It be, It counts for
maore than mere brute foree and for foar
more than the efforts of hirelings dolng
battle for wnge or putting up a fight
from sheer force of circumstances.

It was sald of the French In thele bat-
tles during the Franco-'russinn war, 20
yvenrs agao, that their generals, “tralnoed
In warfare against the Arabs In Algiers,
could not cope with the' superior vrgan.
fzation of the Germuns." And, graint-

AMBULANCE WAGONT
ON THE WAY TOQ THE FRONT.

ordinary perception that enters into the |

to a hest of hirelings and commits more | with the hosts that
havoe than a score of mercenaries, be | about, were but fanc
they Swiss or Hessian, {old Homer's brain.
And, aguin, one must reckon with tha|h0l alter the argument, for Homer was
fact that the Boers are on thelr own | only reasoning along ths lines taught
soll, In a country with which they are |him by observatien und by the history
all familiar, and that alone ls consider- | 0f pust events,
¢d by military authorities as giving| The case of Troy was that of a single
them a fivefold advantage over the in-|clty holding out for o long peried
vaders, This needs no argulng, for it|2eainst the resources of & whole nation,
has already been proved in the opera- | Another notable example was that of
tlons around Ladysmith, at the assault|Carthage, which for centuries defied all
of Spion Kop and in a score of instances, |the might of Imperial 1tome,
The attacking party, and especlally the| And Iome herself, Haying Lecome it
invading force, is always at a disadvan. | Conquerhig nution through her success-
fage, which mere numerical superiority, |25 In Africa, was nol satisfied until she
no matter how great, cannot always|had brought the greater portion of the
overcume, then known world to ¢
So the question recurs, Is the dispar- | SWAY, first Invading Ma then Syr-
Ity between Boer and British forces and . Gaul, Britain, and sty ching her
iheir respective armoments as great as| 8108 out for plunder to every point of
at first glance it nppears? FHave the|ihe compass,
| Boers etlll a fighting chonee for ulti-| Then there wers the Maslem Araba
mate victory notwithstanding the ap-|Who started out from Arabia and ove
| parently  overwhelming odds against [ Fan not oniy Egypt and porth Africa,
| them? but eventually ervssed the Mediteria-
It is n lesson of history that the nean and dinvaded Spain, fdading thele
| greater ultimately absorbs the lessor | ' Aaterlon oaly in ¥ under the
jand that in the end the world applauds sturdy blows of Chirles Murtel,
| the vletor. The growth of an empire or
of & greal republic Is by accretions, liks
a snowball rolling down hill; but some-
times the snowball falls apart by its
own weight, and the small boys gather
up the fragments. If wo turn o our
only guide, the history of nations that
have existed In anclent times and of
| thuse that exist today, the lesson we

compassed It
iful creations of
But, if so, that does

Knowledge her

ern times, one of tho most fagrant in-
stunces of agpression Ly uverwhelming
foree is to e found in the partitlon of
Poland betwoeen Pru Austrin nud
Russia In 1372 Cath of ussin
plianned the dismenle of thiz un-
happy country, but K the Grent
and Marfa Theresp we mly tho will-
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Ir ad 18 nut very encournging for the ing o share in the '"' 13, I'-_":' nearly
| Boer. For what we find, in the fipst| 'Y Yoars the beave oles redisted 1 a
place, Is that the small fry almost jn- | SeBUlLor anner the continied oppros-
I vartably have become the prey of the |fVie of Ritssi, Bt the cnd finds them,

notwithstanding the herolsm of Koscl
usko nnd thelr mogt st'enuous endeay
ors to Lhrow off the t bowed be-
neath the burden of thelr woes:

The Flistory of Holland or the Neth-
lands shows us how a vivlle nntion may
be harassed and even crushod ta enrth, !
but In the end rise trivmphantly sl !
lurn the tables upon it OPPTeSSOrE,
Bestowed ns a royal gift upon the infi- |
mous Philip 11 of Spain and for many

THE WAST MOMENT
BEFORE THE
o FINAR ASSAVAY

e

ey, I8 anolher mutter, as to which only
an appenl te the chronleles of history
can enlighten us.

AL the present time, and In view of
whitt has rec ¥ transplred, we are
forced to contemplitte one of the oldest |
ant strongest nations of the earth ar-
rayod aguainst two of the nowest and
most diminutive republies in the world
—on the one hand, Zngland, or, rather,
the emplre of Great Britaln, with its
teeming millions, its all but invineible
armaments on sen and land, g (1limit-
able resources, its hitherto irresistible
might! on the other hand, the Trans-
vaul and the Orange Free State, with
no noavies, practically no standing ar-
mies and a combined white population
not more than half as great as that of
the city of Phlladelphia.

It has long becn a recopnized fact
thut Great Dritaln haa girdled the
globe with her forts and militury sta-
tions and that her “morning drumbent
rolls: around the world,” even though
the miother country I8 of almost insig-
nificant proportions, Starting from
that group of small islands known ns
the United Kingdom, with Its total
area of less than 122,000 square miles,
the Britlsh emplre has extended unti)
it dominates more than 11,250,000 squnre
miles of the earth's surface today,
Within the confines of the home eoun-
try dwell less than 40,000,000 people, yet
they have brought under subjection,
won over or made tributary to them
nearly ten times that number, or & to-

1y 60,000,000 men, and the actual numhur!

now In Afrlea, about 200,600, is no cri-
terlon of her possibillties.

ing this statement to Be correct, what
shall be sald of the British, who, until

| thee present war was Inaugurited, hod

To offset this the two republica ean-|not for many, many years faesd i fon

not be said to have, accepting the very
highest estimate, more than 50,000 men,

nor could they raise, at the best, more|

than 125,000 soldicrs by impressing oll
thelr “availables' between and 65
years of age. To do thias they wol
have to “‘rob the eradle and the grave
almost lerally, and even perhiaps fm-
press some of their brave women Inta|

tal of 400,000,000 souls.

Nearly 300,000,000, to he sure, exist In
India nnd nre servile subjects, who con- |
tribute bul seantily toward the enrich-
ment of the dominant race: yet of the
vast annual revenues of the empire, ea-
timated at $1,055,000,000, one-half that|
amount_is yielded by ‘the colonies, nnd] These being the facts In the case, |
it Is not to be wondered ut that the | what is the patursl inferenee? It is, of
efforts are persistent and continunl to | caurse, that the smaller witl eventuatly |
extend the borders of “Greater Brit- |succumb to the greater, the numerically
ain.” !mfcrinr people to the superior in point |

On the other hand, what? If relative | of numbers and equipment. It may be, |
proportions were to be consldéred, we | as Nnpoleon Bonaparte is sald to have
ghauld expect to find pitted agninst the | remarked once upen a time, that “Prov- |
might of Miitain at least Russla and | idence §s always on the side of the
France, or all the nutions of Euarope. | strongest battallons,” or words to ti
But instead we see two small republies, | elfect; but, without differing fro
the area of bhoth combined being 100,000  eminent strategist, it may be p
gquare miles less than Britain's contig- | to remark that it was not alw

the service for the cause of Uberty, In-
deed, If reports may be credited, some |
qu Lthe Boer women have already vn!lxr-f
¢d In the ranks and hove stood shoulder
1o shoulder with their husbands and
brothers in opposing the invaders of
their country.

tinen
the

| lated

Cthelr equal in the scale of elvilization?
(n fact, they had been accustome
erans ns they were, ta make war
upon barharous or semicivilized peoples,
such as tho Ashantees, the Zuius, the La-
sutos and the fanatical hordes of Arabs
led by the khalita, This may be sald
without in any manner depreciat Lie
courage of the men or the
ol their commanders, for the innate
bravery that will support one under
the terrific charges of Arabian ho
men, reckless of life and bent solely
upon Jdeath os n mauns to galn a futura
paradise, that will nd by soldlérs tan-
in far off Afghanistun attacked
by avérwhelming af relenticss
barbariang, is not to be despised,

capacilivs

8till it 15 not equivalent to the fores |

that springs from love of country and
is Inspired by Lhe defense of home,
With his back against & wall, and be-
hind that wall his Joved ones, his hy
Lifs all 'on earth, a man will Oght
never man fought before for any othe
Defeat 1s a consideration that
oS not into his caleulations, sur-
render a thing unthought of. It is o
fight to the death, and under such cir-
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Coming down to comparatively mod-|

great mations. The slege of Troy,
whether mythleal or otherwise, gave
| the world a host 'of herces and a seriea
| of adventures it could not well do with-
|out; Carthage has left behind a few Im-
perishable names; Rome has left many
and has served as an example and o
warning for centurles; Spaln has shown
us what a great natlon should not be,
and, particularly in ker treatment of
|the Netherlands, aroused a people who
|afterward caused her great distress,
while the partition of Poland has di-
| rected the eyes of the world to a possi-
ble mennce in the aggressions of a great
country like Russia. From these cita-
tions out of the old world’'s experiences
it may be s¢en that the Boers have lL-
tle to hope for or to encourage them In
the way of precedent. If we turn to the
(ew world, hawever, we find more hopa-
| ful conditlons from which to draw au-
gurles for thele future, particularly in
| the dissoluticn of Spain's great colonles
i Mexico, Central and South Amerlca.
At the time Spaln was engaged In
| carrying the inquisition Into Holland
and striving to erush her brave people
she was the conceded proprietor of the
greater portlon of Ammeriea south of
Florida, The great navigators like Co-
n ug, Vespueel and the Pinzones, and
cruel conguistadores like Cortes, Plzar-
ro and De Soto had added to her orlg-
Inat tervitory vastly more in Ameriea
[than was then held by all Lthe recogniz-
led powers eombined,
| The settlomuents formed there grow
and fourished owing to the discoveries
| 0F gold In the West Indles, Peru and
| Mexleo, and for 300 venrs Spain held
these countries In o grip of death, Semi-
|annually gulleons made the voyages
| between the colonles and the mother
|mumry lnden to (he gunwales with
{rold, silver, spices and precious woods,
| These were the frequent objects of at-
tuck by English, Duteh and French pri-
vateers, and many millions were divert-
ed fro thelr destination in Spain to
the eoffers of her enemles. Bt still
she held the colonles true to their alle-

o

which you 00
stranded hullc than o
ita tarpaulin dolng d
the porthole-like windows
anything the owner séamed
venient, {8 the homa of tho de
apd a live old sallor. He
tired—the sallor, I mean—f
service, but works around.
a street cleaner, with a horse &
for ‘dump.’ For years th al
and the horse had worked ha
gether, until one day the board
vey condemned the animal to be sh

= .

belng too ald for use.. The lamentat]
of Jeremiah were as nothing com

to the old salt's wall of despalr
heard the fate In store for his
The sympathles of the board w
cordingly enlisted, and hé wg
the horse would be turned le
he could cateh him, why—
was nine points of the law. T
fellow did. Now he and his
Inhablt yonder mansion, whi
allowed to erect for their abode
you see, while officlally dead; tha
or's old companion still lv

——
ANY MORE QUESTIO!

Max O'Rell tells & good &
WWilllam Redmond, an Ir!s_h‘
of parliament. Mr. Redmo_q_d Wi

a meating of

"

ol St Lk i it glnee. until the period when Napoleon
}.' ata ““h”l"f .ﬂ.u“‘“m which for Bonaparte Invaded Spain and placed
T extent and ferocity: is almost unparal- | s brother: Joss hupon the throne.
< telorl i history,” yet the indomitable |- AL 2 -
u}\gt 4 1‘!n"n:1h ) -:—l}:l i S ‘"I; ';‘]‘" 'f"-‘l This was In 1805, nnd, though the
g Pacsinly pona YL : iy ANecouatUlLY the ef -l raviver | King). (thai  QtEso Ferdi-
;."n}-.'i Irigs}‘\" forts of the Spanislh s dEn to sub- nand, was "'“ .'h.‘l“.uml ;-,:-l:.‘;e 1,‘.’.L“ﬂ_
F;_{ ';’.‘-vil!#-l" | due them, and after 40 vears of fighting | ture and  had ‘he regard for tha
}-,:-{- i \{'Qiﬂ' came off victorious, They came out of liberties of his suljects e;n".r at home
LR 2 the long confliel even stionger than ! 5 L : i
= Ry ’
=

or ubroad, still the colonlsts found In
the impositlon of a new regime and o
fureien sovercign excuse for revolts
ngainst the mother country, The flame
of revolution raged throughout all the
zouthern colonles, In Mexico the patriot
pricst ITldalgo led the flrst outbreak,
beginning o eivil war which lasted
mnny years, The same year Chile de-
clared her Independence. Venezueln
followed In 1511, agaln was in revolt In
1513 under Mollvar, and, afier o pro-
tracted contliet with varying success,
the republle of Colombia, embracing
New Grunndn, Venezueln and Ecuador,
was established in 1519, Meanwhile the
revolution was flercely raglng In AMex-
lea, and in 1821 the shackles of slavery
were broken, never tn be repluced,

Aller Lhe long contlict was over It wna
found that the only remalning depend-
encles of Spain In Amerlen were tha
compaintively insignificant i(slands of
Cubn and Porto Rico, And these two,
as we all know, ufter enduring Spanlsh
tyranny for nearly two-thirds of anoth-
et century, were  finally  released
through the Intervention of the United
Stntes,

It is perhaps quite natural that, whila
the lttle folks of Europe have rarely
recelved  assistunco  from  thele blg

T

EVERYDAY WAR SCENES IN SOUTH ‘AFRICA.

larger fishes. The “lion lies dawn with | the
the limb,” but the latter Is usunily - |
. the former at the concluslon of tha

¥ enterad It and pokssssed of n
formidalite fleet that mnde them ot that
time the Hrat naval power in' the world.
This w the beginn

Hollnnd's |

|brnllmr:\ In thelr struggles for freedom,
tand it was only In the new world that
| others simllarly situnted were enabled
(o achieve thelr Inds

There are exceptions, it 18 true
for |

ny,

Hanes, Switderiand, which for
||.1-n!l| held out wgainst the sing
land combined onsinughts of greater
powers, Lo eventually slide into the sat-
{fuctory positlon In which wa find lLeg
Itoday, rither as the arbiter of pen
|than as the object of comtinental con-
|t.L-uI:<-r|.

Looking further back, Into the very
tw
i
| e85 o
[protests of the victims and the wallings
of the world at la One of the con-
splevon nples now ¢ but brave
people 1g for a long period Iney-
ftable deatlny 18 to be found In
memoriable slege and destruction
Troy. There are those

.

L ]

fzht of history, we lind innomerable
ed Lthat go to show how the proe-

uf
who aver that

uous colony of the Cape, or scarcely 'physically stronger force that prevalled | cumstances one man is cometimes cqual ! Troy and all Its inhabltants, together

ELOTY, |

(derive nnannual ve

nbsorption went on desplte the |

tha |

ndence by friend-

Rreatness us o workd p o ICowas | 1y afd, the eyes of the struggling Bosra
brought about by (he . avor of her |are turned this way us to a last forlorn
enemies to reduce her to nothingness, hope.

It was by thelr prowess against the |  But sontiment is one thing,

and diplo-

Spaniirds thut the Dntch not only [macy is ancther. As mallérs are now
saved thelr country, but gained for | it would appeir that the South African
themmgelves those rich dstands of the republics will have to stand or fall by

cust—Horneo, Java, Sumatra, Molucea, | thele

unalded emdeavors, They un-
the

elebes, ete.—from which today they | doubtedly hive the world's sympathy,
nue of more than | if that can be any satisfaction to them,
$50,000,000. Some (hey touk from the | but the world's materlal ald has so far
Spanirids, but mast of them from the | been withheld, and ja likely to be untll
Portuguese, anid they have held them | the end. This muy arrive sooner or
for more than 200 years; but not one of | later, but whatever the outcome of the
them is yet netually anid wholly In their | terrible struggle, the Hoers may con-
possession, as they have nover gquit? | grutulate themselves upon the defense
subilued the wild tribes Hving there and | they have made, the victories they
ure still obliged to malntain an army of have alrendy gained and, most lme
10,000 men. portant of afl, the worldwide recognl-
Such hnve been the outcomes of some | tion of thelr Ind xtingulshable patriots
of the wars between small states and | lsm. FREDERICK A, OBER,

Centenary hall at Bydney,
and at the lusion of his
mudlence rose en masse and
themselves hoarses  The chal

was o very meek
and mild man,
at length suc-
ceeded in restor-
ing qulet, and
snld, ‘“Gentle-
men, I am re-
quested by Mr.
Redmond to =ay &
that if any one
wishes to ask
him a question
he will be glad
to answer it.”
A man aross |
from the body
of the meeting
and ascended
the platform.

“Mr, Chalr- o
man ¥Verliisedsdid;,— ket b . ¥,
but he never got any further. H '_mo
|

recognlzed at once as a notorious
ungeman, nnd, quick as a flash,
big specimen of an Irlshman sp
him and struck him In the templ

The man fell llke o log, and {t waa
thought that he was killed by the biow,
They carrled him out on a stratcher and
gsent for. doctors. Imagine the exell
ment all this time, continuing for
quarter of an hour, g

Finally the chairman rapped gen
on the edge of his desk, advance
the front of the platform, with his eyes
glnsses poised on the end of his fingera;
and there was'qulet at once, T
very dellberately, the chalrman sald

“Gentlemen, is there any one els,
would like to ask Mr. Redmond &
tlon?" AL i :

A SURPRISED BISHOF.

A certanin well known bishop
went to a town to perform & m
ceremony., MHe arrived the day
the wedding, and he left at th

wis driven—to a dif r eetiva)
tion. As he pashed through the st
carrylng his traveling bag, he
aware thit he was creating a sensa
but was totally at & loss to account f
it. On the platform hs found that Lo~
wasg still the object of amused attentions
The porter positively snlckered us he
pagsed his carrlage, and the church dig«
nitary felt forced to demand tie reason,
“What I3 the matter with Joi, my
man?"’ asked the bishop. £ P
The porter's smirk broadgned [ata
u laugh, - &5 T
“Aln't you left the good ¥, slpp
he chuckled. ; o
“Eh?" exclaimed the bishop In surs
prise. Then his eye fell on the #iilsa
his travellng bag, which the po :
Just turned round. There, @
was a wide strip of white satl
on which wasa palited In .
“Married this merning.'
The facetlously minded bes
mistaken the bishop's traveling
that of the bridegroom.
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HAUNTED RAILWAY }

There are on nearly’
locomotives that are Known
Some years Bgo an engine
ling blew up, cutling the

to run It more than one tr
It'was soon whispered
was haunted—that the N
had an unpleasant habj ;
on the tender and Insisting on
One night a dr ver
serted the logom
rup. For a month the |
shop, Then a drlver wh
elther to take It
mounted {t, Bef
miles 1t went through
ed the train and kille
was never ref 1




