
PEOPLES' FORUM.
*TOTH.--,rho People's Forum beingTretly open to all parties, clusaes, per-8?ni>1' ^i8*'* a,»<l capabilities, the Vlr-Siniaa-Pitot is responsible lor none°.f *"* statements nor opinions ex-Ev/S??,'therein, nor for the stylo In«BJCn they are set forth. The Ignorante-na uneducated shall bo heard hereequally tvlth the learned.

Norfolk. Va., Dec. 31, 1S00.WOthJ Bdttor of the Vltginlan-Pllot:P»Mon me for meddling. Determina-*,on 1G essential to success. The muredifficult the object, the more determi¬nation required.
This Is very plainly manifested be¬tween the Vlrglnlan-PUot and theCouncil members who voted In favorof the Bell Telephone Company. Itwould he very gratifying to the people.A have no doubt, If -the councllmenwould givo their reasons and set thismatter at restThe question is of more Importancenow, to my mind, since the Board ofTrade's action. In a similar matter, hasbeen about Uhe same.The publlo Is disposed to be criticalin all matters pertaining to their Inter¬est, and look on the dark side of thepicture. The Board of Trade has acted

no doubt from a sense of duty, and forIthe interest of the business community.Their position makes them look Intothis question and understand it betterthan the public.
An explanation from the councilinen"Who voted in favor of the Boll Tele-phone Company may presenit me mat¬ter to the public in an entirely differentlight.from what the people are likely tolook at It now. T hope it may be their

pleasure to do so, and ease the mindsof the people on »thls question so longaoeforc the public.
ABE ROY.

December 22, 1900.Editor Virglnlan-Pllot:Dear Sir.I was very much gratifiedto see your editorial in to-day's issueIn regard to the proposed light between
a man (?) and a wildcat.
I suppose that before the fight comesoff the wildcat is to be mutilated byhaving his claws clipped and teeth bro¬ken oft, as I saw In one of our papersrecently that some time ago two wild¬cats were subjected to this cruel treat¬

ment ,and while in this helpless con¬dition were allowed to be chewed up by
a bulldog.
If all our papers would come out

squarely and fearlessly against such
cruel sports, including.dug-nghtrrrgrCock-flgh'tlng, live pigeon shooting, etc.,such performances would soon be done
away with forever.
It seems to me that there should bo

no place for such sports in a civilized
Christian community.
If this man has no way to amuse

himself and show his prowess, I sug¬gest that he entertain the crowd bybutting his head against a stone wall,
as this will cool his ardor and not hurtthe wall.
I Blncerely hope that our authoritiesWill squelch this wildcat scheme.

L. CLAY KILBY.

For the Orphans-
There is an institution In our midst

that moves along without any noise
or fuss. We have all seen the little
procession of girls, headed by the
sweet faced matron, from the Holt
Street Orphan Asylum. A healthy,
happy looking lot they are. Their
looks show they have plenty to eat
and warm clothes to wear. Our chil¬
dren have all this, but are they satis-
fled with Just that at this happy Xmaa
'time? Do tthey not look for Santa
Claus to come, and will we not see
that he does come to each one of our
own? Now, at this time, on the anni¬
versary of the birth of our dear Sav¬
iour, the greatest gift ever given man,
could we not share the joy He has
given us? Can't we play Sanita Claus
for them out of our abundance.give
a little? Now don't let us forcret these
children. They nsk nothing of us, but
our own hearts ought to prompt these
gifts. Now on Xmas eve send a
bundle of toys or a basket of some-
'thlng good to eat to the big door on
Holt street, near Walke. D.

Syndicate Potroloum Co¬
in another column will be found the

announcement of Mr. Ralph 15. Vernon,
of Hertford, N. C. relative to the sale
of shares In the Syndicate Petroleum
Company, of Portland, Ore., operating
In the celebrated McKtttrick oil ilelds
of California. This company is char¬
tered under the laws of the State of
Oregon and Us officers and directors
ai t an follows:.tnim it Mitchell, ex-
Unlted States Senator, president; J. W.
Helsncr, Mines, vice-president; N. W.
Rounlre. Diamond & Rountree, secre¬
tary and treasurer; W. H. Sherrod,
Mining, manager; C. W. Miller (Miller
& Miller, attorneys), attorney; J. N.
Lathrop, general agent M. P. R. R.,
director. *

It is claimed that California Is richer
In oil than it ever was in gold, and
that its annual oil-output will soon
exceed in value Its annual gold pro¬
duct. Mr. Vernon's advertisement will
be found interesting.

An Additional Old Point Train-
The attention of the traveling pub¬lic Is called to the schedule of the Nor¬

folk and Atlantic Terminal Company,
In another column, which shows an
additional train for Old Point Comfort,
this train leaving Norfolk dally, ex¬
cept Sunday, at 6:30 n. m.

Battleships Sail-
Yesterday, at 10:20 a. m. the battle-

Ships Kearsarge and Massachusetts
passed out the Capes en route to Pen-
sacola, Fla., the first stop scheduled.
They should arrive there on December
30th or December 31st

See your nearest agent for the low
rates home on Christmas Holidays, via
the Seaboard Air Line Railway. de21

Huntington Piano. Indorsed by Pad-
erewski. (That is enough.)

A MKS & BURK,
Largest and Oldest

Piano House in Norfolk,
It 160 Main street, Norfolk, Va.

There will be one fare for the round
trip tor the Christmas Holidays, by the
Seaboard Air Line Railway, between
points In the State of I- lorlda, and oneand one-third fares between points inother States. de2l

Huntington Piano. Indorsed by Pad-erewBki. (That is enough.)
AMP.S & BURK,Largest and Oldest

Piano House In Norfolk,It_1C9 Main street, Norfolk, Va.

Today from 12 to 3 o'clock.Neddo'sTable d'Hofle Dinner, 60c.

Tickets for everybody by the Sea¬board" Air Lino Hallway, f0r the Christ¬
mas Holidays, will be good for two
weeks if purchased on December 22d.For College Students they will be goodfor twenty-live days if purchased on
December lOtlu de21

Manufacturing: Ä
Clothiers, W
Merchant Tailors,^'
Men's Furnishers,
Leading: Hatters, {A
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5 BIG STOR

Interesting and

NORFOLK,
RICHMOND,
NASHVILLE,
DALLAS,
BALTIMORE.

conomical Store News From
to Wear Garments for

Everything that is practically useful and seasonable has been abundantly provided -for special selling for the holidays. Everythingthat liberality could suggest in the provision of apparel for man, boy or child, consistent with seasonable requirements that contribute comfortand service, has been gathered in this unprecedented showing of attire for the holidays and readily proves the great store's ability to supply thedemands of the people on a greater and broader plane in the distribution of the newest and choicest wearables of the latest and most approvedfashion on a basis of economic figurements advantageously interesting to everybody that appreciates true cheapuess linked with qualtties thatnever disappoint.

Brilliant Bargain Value
II.85
12,50

Eighteen rousing big lines of Fashionable Winter Suits for Men and Young Men that cover in their farreaching scope double or even treble as many hundred patterns.sizes and shapes.comprising an assortmentthat consists of suitings of every known texture.representing every desirable coloring and weaving in all ofthe popular effects that the decree ofTashion dictates as the correct and proper conception of up-to-date dressi¬ness.Nine rattling big assortments in dependable.worthy.reliable.well-tailored and perfect fitting suitsstarting at $$.9S and graduating at short steps up to $10.00.every price scale covers a number of pretty pat¬terns in numerous ideas including every regular size up to 42 inches inclusive.notwithstanding that thesefigurements are extremely reasonable and that these suits are practically placed before the people on the manu¬facturers' wholesale outlet system on the retail distributive plan.the garments contain every element of proper-manufacture.correctly tailored.faultlessly trimmed.thoroughly shrunk.made frojiLstandard tested woolenfabrics and are in every way, shape and form fully up to the high degree of tailoring excellence for which theBurk garments are particularly noted.they were made in the Burk Tailor Shops.light in (he Burk premises-cut by the Burk Cutters.tailored by the Burk Tailors.under the eye of the Burk Superintendents.they gotthe Burk Label only when they have undergone this process and it "stands at the back of a Burk Garment as aguarantee as safe as a government bond for the fullest measure of worth and satisfaction for the purchase pricepaid for the goods.Then again take these nine big ranges above ten dollars and grading at small risings until
you reach twenty-two fifty and there is reasonable and logical arguments of sensible economy plainly inter¬
woven in every garment contained in this gigantic aggregation of ready-to-wear garments.they show plainlythe result of painstaking.careful and artistic workmanship -it is the skill and ingenuity of experienced andaccomplished journeymen that create all this shapely shapeliness and produce the ready to wear equal and in
many instances superior to the average tailor measure-made garments.they show plainly the knowledge.theexactness in the conformity of shadings.colorings and weavings to the most approved and generally acceptednotion of correct dress for the season.they prove to every regular form the correctness and the accuraleness ofthe cutting and the completeness in the converting of the cloths into garments that are the direct counterpartsof the pictures as represented on the new fashion plates.then again make a just comparison with those thatare made to order with the prices that are charged here, and it will be readily seen that these elegant garments are big money savers and will prove extremely interesting toeconomist seeking the best value on the lowest price basis.

16.50

20.00
o
L

every prudent

vercoat Value
$3.75
4.75
5.75
6.75
-4^4

Take up these Overcoat propositions that are submitted to the men and young men in andaround Norfolk and its tributaries. They have proven throughout the entire season" the extraor¬dinary worth and value couched in every price grading. They are propositions that are beneficialto the buying public at large when they cover a range"of materials that are in every way reliable.in everv detail free from job lot plunder.in every part and particle of the cloth, trimmings andworkmanship.that mark of conscientious worth that render good service as well in the cheaperlines as the most costly, most elaborate and most elegant. When it is considered that there ishere a mailer of several thousand Overcoats made up in every size, every weight, every shape,
every color, every length that is made up in Overcoats for Men and Young Men'it will be plainlyreasonable that there are many advantageous opportunities that will prove extremely profitable to
any person anticipating the purcnase of a new Overcoat. Aside from this, it is .sell-evident andclear to the thoughtful mind that where business is conducted on such an extensive scale.wherelots sell down to small quantities.that prompt measures of a sound busrrress policy to guard

12.50

¦'A
u

7.75

9.75

of Extra Fine Ov
Fine Overcoats,
and much lower

ercoats. Stic
Every one of

than anything

against remnants and accumulations is the only alternative for keeping the channels open for reg¬ular sizes and realizing on a "would-be surplus." There's where the big bargain values come tothe front. On eight big ranges under ten dollars it is safe to say that lots of these handsomeO *7 C Overcoats represent intrinsically more money value in the cost of the cloth und trimmings applied^ .to say nothing of their having been tailored under the Burk characteristic form of Famous Form
Fitting, correctly tailored garments. In connection with these there are submitted lor this week's
special selling nine big assortments of the handsomest Fall and Winter Overcoats for Men and
Young Men, starting at ten dollars and gradually crawling along at reasonable advances until youreach the best and finest ready-to-wear Overcoats ever possible for money to control. Every¬thing that is new and nobby, seasonable and desirable, practical and comfortable in made up and
ready to put on and wear. Hundreds of exclusive novelties that are the very cream of Overcoat
perfection. Overcoat dressiness and Overcoat elegance are represented in this gigantic assortmentks after stacks of Fashionable Raglans of the newest and mDst approved conceptions have been recently added to this mammoth assortment ofthem stand at the top of perfection as far as gracefulness, tone, fit and finish is concerned, and what is still more interesting, the prices charglike their equals can be had at any other store.

22.50
5.00

Gentlemen's
ed are lower

Holiday Habsrdashery at Saving Prices
Exclusiveness shows plainly in all the novelties gathered

here for holiday selling.this great department of gentlemen's
furnishings represents the very finest grades the newest and
nobbiest of all the useful auxilliaries that contribute towards
making a gentleman's wardrobe complete:

NECKWEAR. UNDERWEAR.
The Bwcllost of nil swell neckwear In

all the leading shapes and choice pattern))

25c. to $150.
Substantial, novel nnd elaborat qualities

of Fine Suspenders for Gentlemen.hund¬
reds «f practical ideas of Improved ends
and buckles.

25c. to $2.C0
HOSIERY.

¦Kanev StripeVrBlnck nnd Tan Half-Hose
for Kontlemen.Merino- Pure Wool.Bal-
briggan and Silk Mlxturcs-

JOc. to 75c
SHIRTS.

White and Fancy Umndred Terfect Pit¬
ting Shirts.the producta of the most
famous in ikers.

5.0c. to $1.50

All Borta of comfortable Winter Under¬
wear, Including the best ana finest qual¬ities.

25c. to $2.50
GLOVES.

Kid ''.loves In nil tha most p.
-the best and finest qualities

illlar Ideas

5J 00 to $2.00

Attractive Holiday Wearables lor the Little Men9 umw flsyueis
the Little Men which is most percept-
A lavish gatherings have resulted in a

An air of completeness pervades the Big Store's Bit: Department for
ably recognizable at a glance, the most extensive preparations, the nr
showing eclipsing in attractiveness and hugeness all previous records, livery want.every requirement--every con¬
ception of comfortable or luxurious dress for Boys is embraced in the mammoth showing oi the big store-whilst
prices based on manufacturers' prime cost and besides trimmed of every fantastic charge, render vaiues oiTered here
most supreme and utterly matchless at any other place.

Double Breasted and Vcstee Salts, made
from puro wool plaid Cheviots.durably
lined.Pants with all strength giving Ini-

to 10 inolusivo.

Handsome Striped Cheviots.Double
Breasted Stvlos in the larger natty
vestees for the little tots.durably made.
neatly finished.regular two fifty value
almost anywfceie.hero.

$1.47

provements.all sizes
matchless bargains-.

An Immense assortment of cheviots.
CnSsimerOH and Worsted Hoys- Suits, em¬
bracing; numerous patterns* of stripes.
Che« kK- I'luids and Solid Colors-nil rondo
trimmed ami finished In stfporb manner-
go on sale Monday.SpeciaTat.

Wool Cloves in Warm Wot teds.Sub¬stantial Buck and Leather Cloves.

25c. to $1.00
HANDKERCHIEFS.

IM.dn ami Bordered Linen Handker¬chiefs, with or without Initials, beautiful
designs.

10c. to 25c

Boys' Overcoats,
Oxford Grey Cheviot Top Coats.sightly

.stvllsl. and Rood wearing garments.
handsome neefers with huge Bailor Col¬
lars.prettily braided, to age 1.black vol-
vet Collars in tin- larger elses-well-mado
and substantial!-, lined .worth actually
J2.75.Go on sale Monday, apecll at.

$1.98
Handsome Top Cents.Nobby neofers-

Elegant storm Coats, assortment em¬
braces mostly all desirable weaves.hefts
.colors tad shades of ..xicll. nl puro wool
Coverts.<!hevlöta.Kcraoya and Chinchil¬
las.elegantly made and trimrmjd. fash¬
ioned Into the very latest and most ap¬

proved Overcoat Styles.regular Si and
14.60 value.Co on sale Monday, specialat.

S3 40
Fashions newest and BWOlleal concep¬tions mix! Ideas of Reefers.Top Coats-

Raglans. Automobiles and Storm Coats.
as beautifully made and finished as it
Is posilile to produce them.An end.ess
variety of the season's most popularcloths np.i e oiorlngs of Navys.Tans.
Hrowns- Oxfords und li'rteks carments
usually priced at J? and Often at stores
operated on u smaller scale.Go on sale
Monday, special at.

$5.00

$1.981
BOYS' BATH rOBES.

All sizes from age 6 to 1(5 both Inclusive
-of excellent Eiderdown, in beautiful
strlpo and plaid effects.

$2.50 to $3.50
BOYS' SWEATERS.

In nobby stripes and solid colors-pure
wool knit.would bo tl.&O at most stores-
horc, all sizes, only.

$1.00

$3.00
BOYS' NIGHT ROBES.
Of excellent Muslins. plain or embrold.

cred fronts.well made and neatly finish'
cd-

48c

LEATHER LEGGINS.
In Tan.lied and fUa^k quaj.

Only $i.5C


