: g nslon, and trust to the mercy of hea
cAn aTToraihey ! f0F We aTo but EWo-=There 8 | copy choicaly wronght, that may bave been [ it was net long before be conld s without | will overset it the instant we are launched.® | #TPiosion, o b
plenty of meat and liquor, and the reward | a family for several geucrutions; a watch | pain. He stood a minute gazing nt the glo- | “Body of Moses™ be cried, angrily, knit- to ?l!l:nm.
Ce o | Dtarwand s o princely iudepepdence, Mr. | o &5coricus fure, and the like. There | riesupon the rigging, and in that piercing | ting his brows, wherehy he streccied tho seap | 11 1nde o lideous faco, a3 If 1 v o
Pau! Rodney.” might Lave been the pickings of the cabins, | light I noticed the unwholesome cclor of his | g half its usual width, “what's 0 be done, :tul ;';';l”i ‘:i":":“‘:’ Ms"t" o m'.t Pacg
You progarss tha o shiwnzld fomain on b,

Br W.CLARK RUSSELL.

dAuthor of “ The Wreck of the (Grosvenor,”
“Jack's Courtahip,” "My Watch De-
low,” “The Lady Mand," Ete.

CHAPTER XVIL

THE TREASURE.

When his pipe was out he roso and made
several strides about the cook roam, then took
the lantern, and, entering the cabin, stood
awhile survaying the place.

“fo this wonld have been my coffin bud
for you, Mr. Hodney ' said he. “1 was in |
good company, though," pointing over hig
shoulder at the crucilix with his thumb,
“Lord, how the rogues praved and curaed
jn this same cabin! In fine westher and
when all was well, the sharks inour wake
bad more religion than they ; but the instant
they were in danger, down they tumbilsd |
upon their quivering knees; and if heaven
was twice aa big s8 it is it could not have
beld saints enough for those varlets to peti-
tion,”

“You were nearly all Spantards ™

“Ay—the worst class of men o ship conld
enter these seas with, But for our ealling
they are the fittest of all the nations in the
world; better even than the Portuguese, and
with truer trade instinets than the trained
muolatto—imbler artists in roguery than
ever a one of them. 1 despise their supersti-
tion, but they are the bettor parates for it
They carry it as & man might o featherbed ;|
it enables them to fall soft,  “Irye take med”
He gave one of his short, loud lnughs, amd
said, "I hope this slope won's increase. Kho

angle’s stiff enough as it js, "Twill be Hke
living on the roof of a house, T have o mind
to seo how che lies, What d've say, My,
Rodney¢ Shall I venture into the open ™ |

“Why notf” said L “You can move |
briskly, You have ns much life as ever you
had.”

“'Let’s go, then! he exclaimed, and olimb- |
ing the ladder be pushed open the companion
door and stepped on to the deck. 1 followl
with but little solicitude, as You may sup-
pose, s to what might attend his exposure,
The blast of the gale, though it was broken
ioto downward, eddvinsalortines Ly &b
rocks, made him Tdwl out with the sting of
it, and for some moments he could think of
nothing but the cold, stamping the deck in
his boots and beating his hands.

“Ha!" cried he, grinning to the smart of
his checks, "“this is not the cook room. eh?
Great thunder! you will not have it that this
ioe has boen drifting norths Why, man, ‘tis
jcier by 20 degs than when we were first
locked up™

Y1 hope not,” said 1, “and 1 think not,
Your blood dosn't course strong vt and
you are fresh from the furnace, Besides 16
is blowing a bitter cold gale, Look at that
sky, and listen to the thuader of the sea!™

The commotion was indecd terribly up-
roarioug. The rending noises of the joe i all
directions were distinet and fearful, The
Frenchman locked alwont him with conster-
nation, and $o my surprise crossed bimself,

“May the blessed Virgin preserve us! he
sabd, Do you say we bave drifted north?
If this is not the very heart of the South
Pole, you shall persuade me we wre un the
equator.”

“It eannot storm too terribly for us, as
you just now said," Ireplied I want this |
inland to go to picces.”

As I said this a solid pillar of ice just e
yond the brow of the hill on the starboard
mide was dislodged or blown down; it fell
with a mighty crash, and filled the air with

splinters.  Tassard started buck with
a faint ery of “‘Hon Inen!”

“Judge for yourself how the ship lies"
said 1; “this is freczing work,”

He went aft and looked over the stern,
then walked to the larboard rad and peered
over the side.

“Is there ice beyond that opening:’
asked, pointing over the taffrail.

UNoM T answersd; Ythat goes to the sea,
There is a low elilt beyond. Mark that eloud
of white; it is the spray burled athwart the
mouth of this hollow.” |

HGood,” he mumbled, with his tecth chot- |
tering, “The change s marvelous,  There |
was ice for a quarter of & mile where that |
slope ends. "T'is too cold to converse ere |

“There are your companions,” said 1, |
pointing to the two bodies Iving o litthe dis- |
tance before the muinmast, |

He marched up to them and exelaimed,
"“Yes, this is Trentanove und that s Barros,
Both werw blind, but they are blinder now,
Would they thank you to arouse them out
of their comfortable slwep, and foree them to
feel a8 1 do—this cold, t which they are now
as insensible as 1 was? By heaven, for my
part I can stand it no longer!™ and with that
be ran briskly to the hateh,

I followed him to the cook room, and he
erept so close to the furnace that 1 thought
be had a mind to roast himself.

The heat comforted him presently, and he
put a lump of wine into the oven to melt,
and this comforted him wlso,

“1 ean converse now,” said e, “Perhaps
after all the danger lies more in the imagin- |
tion than in the fact, |

lie

But it s a hideous |
naked seene, and needs no such coloring a= the
roaring of wind, the rushing of s, and the
erashing falls of mases of dee to render it
frightful.®

“You tell me," said 1, *that when vou fel)
msleep™—1 wonld sometimes express bis oz
state th Sthere was agquarter of aomile of
fee beyond the schooners sy,

AL Least a quarter of @ mdle™ ho answersd,
“Day after day it would be built un () i |
came to a face of thit extent " |

I thought tomyself if it had taken forty-
cight years of the wear and tear of stormand
gurge to extingish a quarter of o miilie, how
long a time must clagse boefore this isand
splits up?!  But then | reflected that, during
the greater part of these years, this seat of
ice bad becn stuck vory somth, wher
the cold was so extreme as to make it dely
dissolution; that simoee then it wus come away
from the muin and stealing north, so that
what might bhave taken thirty yvears to ac-
eomplish in 70 degs of south latitude might
be performed in o day oo the parallel of o
deggs. in the sumimer scason i these seus

Tassard continued speaking with the pane

nikin in his band, and his eyes shut as if to
get the picture of the schooner's position fair
before nis minds vision: “There wos a
quarter of a mile of e beyowd the shup, 1
have it very plain in my sight; it wasa givat
muddle of hillocks, for the e pressed thick
and bard, and raised us, and vowited up
peaks and rocks to the squevze.  Suppese |
bave been asleep a week (™ Here be oponad
bis eyes and gazed at me,

SWell? said L

“]1 say,” he continued, in the tone of wne
easily excited Juto  passion, “a week. I
will nos have been more. Tt is impossible,

Never mind about your 1501, showing bis | sl

fangs in a sarcastic grin: “a week is long
enough, friend.  Then this is what 1 nwan 1o
say: thas the breaking away of a quarter ot
amile of ico ina week is fine work, tull of
grand  prowmise; the nest  wrench—whick
wight come now as 1 sk, or to-morrow,
or ina week—the next wronch may bring
away the rock on which we are lodgad, sl
the rest Lanatter oL patience—wlich we

I was struck with the notion of the hed of
fce o which the schooner lay going afloat,
and said: “Ars sea and wind to be belped,
think yon! If the block on which we lie
could be detachad it might beat a bit ngninst
ita parent stock, but would not unite agnin.
The schooner’s canvas might be made to belp
it alongz— thongh suppose it capsized "

e mnst consider,” said be; Ythere 18 no
need to hurry,  When the wind falls we will
grvey the jea"

He warmed himself afresh, and after re-
maining silent with the air of one turning
many thonghts over in his mind, be suddenly
erivad, “1n know 1 bave m mind to view the
plate and money below:  What say yout"

His litths ovey seemed to sparkle with sus
picion as he directed them at me. 1 was con-
fldint b suspoeted T had lod insaying 1 knew
nothine of this treasare, il that he wanted
tose iF T bad meddis] with those chests
Ope of the peaalties attached ton i Iwsinge
foresd to Leep the company of lars is, be
bimeelf i never belleved by them, T an-
swered, instantly, "Certainly; T should like
to o this wonderful booty, It is right that
wio should il out an oned if it is there; for,
suppreing it vanished, wo shonld be no better
than madmen to sit talking here of the fine
lives wo shall live if over we got home,™

He picked up the lantern, and said, “1
mrst o to vour cabing it wns the captain’s
Thokeys of the chests shoubd be in one of Lis
boxes"

Ho marched off, and was so Jong gone that
T was almost of belief he bl tumbled down
inafit. However, 1 bad made up my mind
to act a very wary party and particularly
never to let bim think 1 distrusted him, aod
so T wonld not o to seo what be was about,
Bur what | did was this: the arms room was
next door; 1 Hghtid a candle, entered ity amd
swiltly armed myself with o sors of dagger,
a kind of boarding kaife—a very murderous
Hittle two-ed zid sword, the blade about soven
fuches long, and the haft of brass,  There
wore soe ity of these weapons, und I tonik
the first that came to my band, and droppuesd
it into the decp side pocket of my coat, and
returned to the cook reom. 1t was not that
I was afraid of going unariued with this man
into the hold; thers was no nore dabger to
mo there than bere: should he ever design to
dispiteh e one plice was the sine us an-
other, for the desd ahove conlil pot testify—
there wore a0 witnesses in this white and
desoliate kingdom,  What resolved me to go
armid was the foar that, shoul] the treasure

aml who wis to swear that the
w0 never been visited onee in eight
the Frenchman, who was
persioded Lis stupor hud not nsted alove p
wiel, amnl who wus doubthess satistlis] the
cheets wers in the hold down to the period
when be Jost recolloction, woulil suspect me
af {oul play, and in the barbarous rage of o
pirate full gpon il endeavor to Kill s,

It midzht Lo thot he was Jong bewanse of
+ to sk for bt iy own
conviction was that e found the keys easily
and stave ] to fummage the boxes for such
jownls and artivles of value as Lo might there

b tiadesinig
sehoonr
aml forts

s

thie kevs;

tind. 1 toink be was pgone wear half an
howr s he o returtied o the cook house,
saying briefly, "1 have the keys” and jin

ghing thoo, dud alter warming limself said,
LY P e .

Helof e way, and t'-uull.',;'fu tho trap
batel that conducted to the lnzarette Le
pulled it open and we descendal. He beld
tho luntern and threw the light around him,

and said, “Ay, there are plenty of stores

bere, We reckoned wpon  provisioos fur
twelve months, and we were seventy of 2
crew.™

A strange figure be looked, just tonched
by the yellow candle light, and standing out
upon the blockness like smue sision of a dis-
tempered fancy, in his hair cap and flaps,
and with his long nose and beard and hittle
eves shining as he rolled them here and there

We made our way over the casks, bales and |

the tike till we were right aft, and bere there
was o small clear spaoe of deck i which lay
a hately, This be lifted by #1s ring, and down
through the aperture did he drop, Tfolliw

ing. The lasarette deck oame so low that

we liad to sjuat when still or move upon our |

At thee foreanost cond of this division
, 80 far asit was possible for my
=for it sewans that

K=

of the s
eses to
this run went clear to the fore hold bulkhead,
that is to sav, under the powder rooum, to
whiore the fore hold began—were stowal the
spuure sails, ropes for gear, and 4 pereat vari

ety of furmiture for the squipnent of o ship's
yards and masts.  DBut imomediately under

* the darkness

{the hateh stood severdl small chests and | exquisitely frosty and sharp

coses, painted Black, stowed slde by side so
that they could not shitt

Tasard ran his eve over them, counting.
SHight!™ erisd he; “bold the lantern, Mr,
Roduey,”

I twok the light from bim, and, pulling the
kevs from his pocket, he fell to trying them
at tho lock of the first chest.  One fitted | the
biolt. shot with o hard elick, Lke cocking a
triggor, and be raised the lid.  The chost was
full of silver money. 1 picked up a couple
of tho coins, and bringing them to the candle
perecivied them to be Spanish pleces of 1700,
The money was tarnished, yet it reflected a
sort of dull, metallic iight.  The Frenclman
grasped a boandful and droppusl them, as
though, like a cluld, be loved to hear the
chink tho pieces made as they fell

=

—.
He luved (o hear the chink

The next cliest ho opened was fillisd with

| Jewelry of various kinds—the fruits, 1 dare

say, of ad
this pirat

eon pillages; for not only had
el hionest traders, but 4 piea-

{ roon as well, that bad also plundersd in ber
| turn un

rof ler own Kidney ) so that, us

I 1 st of Jowelry might represent
h propertv of the passengers of 48 many as
adozen vessels, It was as if the conteuts of

“'Ill'l Wihs at onee i '.‘."]Il'
ih, bad been cmptisd
You could scare name an
it wius not hore—watches, syuft
¢, biraoclils, pounes poxes, vingds
ring=, crucifixes, stars for the
but the list grows tiresone:
uld, but ehiefly in gold—all

ol toget bor aond By ing serawble fashion, us
6 they bl beven (otames

Eowas thimidersteuek, us you will suppsoo,
by the sight of all this troasure, snid looked
aud stared ke o fool —as 08 1 was oo deean
T bl mieves sivsi w0 many fine things Dt re,
and idoldged o the most extravagunt faticios
of theh ‘i Hore and there do the glit-
tering Duddle my eye lighted on an oljecs

the sbiogy of & jewelor
smith and a sidver
into this chest
ornamint 1
boxees, 1
Eritlos,
TTTES
in silver

ar

W

that was 1, porbigs S0, years old—a cup

trunks, and portmantoans of 100 opulent
men and women in this chest; and. so far as
1 could judgs from what lay atop, the peopls
plundered ropresented several nationalities,

But there were other chests mud cases to
explorc—ten inall; two of thesw were filled
with silver meney, o third with plate, a
fourth with English, French, Spanish and
Portugiese coins in pold; but tae one over
which Tassard hung longest in o transport
that held him dumb was the smallest of all,
and this was packed with gold in hars. The
stuff had the appearance of moldy vellow
soap, and having po sparkle nor variety
did not affect me as the jewclry  had,
though in value this chest came near
to being worth as much as all the others
puat together,  The fixed,  traneported
pesture of  the ]nmlah—hia little  shin-
ing eyes intent upon the bars, bis form in the
candle light looking like a sketeh of astrunge,
wildly appareled man done in phosphorns,
coupled with the Joom of the biack -,
the sonse of our desolation, the Tolly of our
enjoyment of the sight of the treasure in the
face of our pitinble and dismal plight, the
melancholy storming of the wind, moaning
like the rumble of thunder heard o onovanlt,
and above all the feeling of unreality inspirad
by the thought of my compagion haviog lin
for eight-and-forty vears as good a8 dead—
eombined to render the seene so startingly
impressive that it remains at this hour
painted us vividly upon the eye of memory
a8 if 1 had come Crom i five minutes ago,

o™ eried the Frenchman, swddenly,
slamming the Hd of the chest, “tisall Leve!
Now, then, to the busines of considering bow
to come off with 1.

He thrust the kevs in his poclot, and we
returped to the cook reom.

CHAPTER XVIIL
WE TALK OVER OUIL SITUATION,

That night, as afterward, Tassard occupied
the berth that he was used to sheep in before
he wis frosea. Although I had not then the
least fear that he would attempt any malig
nant tricks with mo while wo remained in
this posture, the feeling that he lay in the
beerth but one next mine made me uneasy in
spite of my reasoning: amd 1 was so nervous
us to silently shoot g great iron bolt, so that
it would have been imposilils to enter with-
out beating the door fn,

In sober truth, the sizht of the treasure had
put a sort of fever into my huagination, of
the heat and effects of which [ was not com-
pletely sensibile until I wis alone inomy eabin
and swinging in the darkness  That the value
of what I had seen came to ninety or a hun-
dred thousand pousds of our money, T could

was greatly excited by thinking of it Dut
there was somwthing cles Buppose wo slionld
huve the happiness to escape with this treas
ure, then 1 was perfoetly cortain the Fronch-
man would come between me and my shaee
of it. This apprebension threading
heated thonghts of the gold and silver kept
me restless during the greater part of the
night, nud 1 also helid my broins on the
stretoh with dovioss for saving orsolves ool
the treasn ot L eonld not satisty my mind
that anything was to be Jdome unless natare
Lerseifl nssisted us in frecing the schooner

However, ag it happoned, the galo romred
| for a whole week, and the cold was so Cright
ful and the air so charged with spray and
hiail that we were foreed to hie clise blow
with the hatches ou for our Hves,

CHAPTER XIX
WE TAKE A VIEW OF THE 10K

For seven daye the gale raged with uncom-
mon violence; it then brolke, and this bronght
us into the first week in August,  The wind
fell in the night, and | was gwnkened by
the silence, wlich vou will not think strange
if you consider how used wera my ears to the
ficrve secthing and strong bellowing of the
blnst, 1 lny lstening, believing that it hal
only veersd, and that it would come on
again in gusts and guns, but the st {lness con-
titiged, annd there were no soutds whatever
ave the nolsss of the ios, which broke upon
thie ear like slow answers from batteries near

awd distant, hall whese cannon buave Iaen
“lll"-'J' |"I.

I syt neain, and when T awoke it wos
Ta00 glelick dn the morning.  The Frenel

v. I went on e
and  had

miishing

|!|:.|'\ was saoring lust)
| befame onterine tie
| Hke 2o hnve boen Blinded by the ne
brillanee of the sunshine upon the oo aod
| spnow, Al the wind was gone.  The air wis
Ihut thers was
n beavy sound coming from the sea which
Iltun« me to expect the sight of astrong swell,
| The sky wus a clear blue, and there was no
slowd on s much of its Tace os showed be-
twixt the brows of the slopas

My attention was quickly attracted by the
appearance of the starboard el over against
wir quarter.  The whole shoulder of 1t Lad
broken away, and 1 could just catch a view
if the horizon of the sea from the deck by
stretching my figure.  The sight of the ccean
showed me that the breakage hiad been pro-
ligious, for to have comoat thal prospect
sefore T should have kad to climb to the

cook house,

beight of the main lower masthead, No
ther marked oF noteworthy change did 1 de
tet from the deck; hiat on iping (o the

larboard side to peer o
Lhies fee that reachesd fr

tho ravine—1 mearn 1o t
wrininnted fnoweliif—t
b sehooner by at least four tiuws

. 1 have kvnon
s preat fall of |
| “Does it block u
YN0, on the contrary,
the sea; the
deck. Not the
“But thire {5 a great i
s faney nto miy howd; T s
after o closw s Tonk.”
The by
& burey, the F
e lids cngerness toa

it clears the way to

Iv, and wo fell to in
gobhling like a bhog
ke avend. When we
self up in thros
ar four eonts ned Ly wmidlor
ses before foldipg them abgut i, amd
sompleting his preparations for the excour
stons by swaliowing leadf a pant of raw brandy
|1 b binn aren hamsell with noshort beacod
spear to save his pock, and thus equippesd we
went on deck

He stomd stock still with his eyes shut
emerging through the hateli, eryin
s number of French cathis that b
struck blind.  This 1 did not tebi
I realdily supposed that the glave
eveballs st so as to canese bm a goad deal
of agony. Indesd, all alng | bnd been sur-
prised that he should have found bis sizht so
eastly after having sat 1o blimdoess (or forty
elght voars, and it was tot wondertol that
the nmuzing  brilluncee on deck, s v his
siglit on a sudden, shouhl bave caused him to
ery out as if be had lost the wae of Lis eyes
Turever.

1 waited patiently, and {n abous ton min-
ttes be was able 1o look ubout biw, wid theo

v, though

sl Lis

not doubit; and 1 will not deny that my fancy |

my |

face. His cap hid the scar, and no hing of

his countenance was to be seen but the

chks, eyes atl uose.  He was much more

wrinklsd than I had suppesed. and me
thought the spivit of emelty lay visible in
every line, 1 had never seneyes oo tull of
cunning and treachery —so exprosive, |
should say, of thesw qualities; yet they were
no bigger than mere punctures. [ wis s
sble of o momentary fear of the mos—not,
lest mwe sy, an emotion of cownrdic, but a
sort of mixture of alarm and awe, such os o
ghest mizht inspire. This 1 put down to
| the searching light in which T watched him
for o moment or two—an irradiation subtle
enough to give the sharpest form to oxpres- i
sion, to exquisitely define every meaning |
that was distinguishable in his jgraveyued |

'

then (" !

“Sho isa full ship,” said I, “and weighty. |
If the liberatod jos be thin she may sit up on
it and keep it under, Wo havea right te |
hope in that direction, perhags Yot thero |
{s unother consideration.  Sue mny leak hie |
a sjeve!”

SWhy!" be exelaimed.  “Sho took the jeo |
smoothly; she has not been strainisd, she was |
ns tight as a bottle before she steasded; the
coating of ice will have cherished her; and
stout ship like this does pot sutfer from six |
months of Iving up!”

Six months, tho

“Well, it may b s vou say; but if she
Jeaks, it will not be in our four arms to Keep
her free”

He exclaimsl, botly,

“Mr. Rinlney

i we

or witch the offects from a distanoo ™

“Why, remain on board, of course,™ [ug
swored,  Suppose the mines liberated 1,
Jove on which the schiooner Hes aod it Soated
awny, what should we, watching at o
tanive, dot”

“Troe,” cried be, “bat {t is cores) el
The explosion mrght bow the ship up”

“No, bt will ot do that We shadl Le |
vhgineers if we biving such a thing
The dangor will be—provi
14 relunsod —in her capmizing, us 1 lave Lot
pointed ot

“Ewough!™ eried be, chinrging his pas
kin for the thund time. “We must
capsizng.

“If 1 had adrow at 1y baek.” sakl 1+
woulid carry an an

* the morhis

| pysiognomy.  1left him to stare and Judge ' gre o es ape: we must venture something. - . -
for hims1€ of the posturc in which the long, | To stay ere means death i the end. Laimn | der of the cliff att 't
{husrd gale lnd put the schooner, and stepped | oo that this oo 15 Joised with sore the slup if "I"" s I woald aly '
|m'rrr to the two bodies.  They wero shivonded | voer puain body far south, and that it dies quantity of prov nth ul
| m e from bead to foot, as though they hnd not move. W hat i therw, then, to wait ford | "uh'”.', HNE RIBL S T ey
{each man been packed ina gloss case cun | There is promise in vour ganpowdor proposal. of: tha stoxck ',I ".“l'_ il 1: .
ningly wrought to theie shapes,  Thelr faoes | e she capsizos, then tho dovil will ol supporting lifo bere Af T
were bid by the crystal masks  Tassard | gwn® And with o s -“-I'I"[{? _
 Juined me. pannikin be put it to his Ly t e it biey “you would s .
| “Swmall chance for your feiends now,” said His sullen dotermination that we shoubd "“I‘I"‘"— her wxplimion
[ I, “even i you wero agreeable to my pro-  cpand or fall by my scheme was pot vory e fowt i iz tut b
posal to attempt to revive them.” tul tome. I had lowked for some shrewdniss tions would mean a digrve of g
“So!" cried he, touching the body of the | iy him, some cnpacity of originating and it ‘_‘M" by us two et
mate with Lis foot; “and this is theend of welghing ieas; bt T tousll i coukd diy TRre— propane . ;
the irresistible Trentanove! for what con-  morethan curso and swagger and ply bis u'hhl' e
quests ns Death robed him w0 bravely ! | oan i which e found most of bis anecsdotes L
See, the colors shine i bim like 66ty differ- | g0 1 rocolleetions anl tot a litthe of his cote
ent kinds of ribbons.  Poor fellow! he could ! age. T pulicd out my watch, as 1 minst call
{not curl s mustaches now, though the e gng observed that it wie band wpon 1 ”
loveltest exves in Europe were fixed in pus | ook
slonate admiration on him, He'll uever elit P tucke.” sid he, evine ba
unother throat, nor hiceough Petrnrch over | proadily amd comine to i awsy :
a gobletful, wor onstrute with e for my | o il & ol ot duliverancs. as hispipis, ex el 1
humanity. Shall we toss the bodies over I.,_I.: of the with 1 It out we showid fall t
the side s | letter extingu ry other thought in '\":\ thit 1 bl sott
“They are your frivods,” said I, “do 0¥ | hin, Sthat vou remove! that wateh m WPUE 3t Indo practice
you please.” Mondoza, But bo will have carvied other | oo tie Wipatience
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