
X tilt with foils.

Mr. Solly Teaches His Wifo How
to Fence.

HERB!" ex-
claimed^Mr,. Roi¬
ly, poking "u p

^ from his papor,
J "that would he a

pood.- thing for
3*o«."
"What would?*'

asked his wife.
"Fencing," re¬

plied Mr. Kelly.
"Fencing!'"'she

echoed, in sur¬

prise: "I never
could build a

fence."
'.What's tho

uso to he an idiot!" retorted her hus¬
band, with considerable asperity; "1
mean the art of sword playing. Hero-
let me read you: 'Fencing is now re¬

garded as fully introduced Into fashion¬
able circles for amusomontof tho ladies.
It is a wholesome, fascinating exercise,
admirably adapted to women. Married
ladies are even more benefited than tho
unmarried'.and lots more to tho same

effect," said Mr. Kelly. "How d'ye
s'pose you'd like it?*'
"Well, I don't know," said^his wifo,

doubtfully. "How is it done?''
"Oh, they generally use small swords

.foils, they call 'em, but you might bo-
pin with a stick, and I'll show you how,
if you want me to.''
"You say it's fashionable?" Mrs.

Kelly hesitatingly asked.
"Says so right here," exclaimed her

husband. "What d'ye say," ho went on,
enthusiastically, "shall we begin now?
You need exercise, Martha, and I've
noticed for some time that you was be¬
coming sedentary.that's what tho paper
says right here in this piece. Shall we

begin?"
Mrs. Kelly reluctantly consented, and

her husband, inspired with tho idea,
dashed out into tho shed, and presently
returned with two laths which in his
exuberance he had recklessly wrenched
off the hen-coop.
"Now, then," he exclaimed, pulling

off his coat, while his wifo moved the
table and chairs out of the way. "this li¬
the way it is done." and he instructed
.his wife how to hold tho representative
.foil, while he mado preliminary passes
in the air to demonstrate the method of
exchanging blows. "Now, to make i:
.more real and pleasant," he continued,
.'we'll call i: the fencing scene l:\ Ilam-

"Oh, thai will bo ever so nice!" Mrs,
Kellv exclaimed; "and I'll bo Mr. Ham¬
let."'
"Oh, yes," sneered Mr. Kelly, coldly,

"a healthy Hamlet you'd bo. Who ever
saw a Halir.et with red hair and a mole
on his chin? I'll be Harr.let myself."
nis wife graciously yielded tho point

to save dispute and contented herself
with acting as Mr. Laertes, tho other
character in the play.
"Como on, now," said Mr. Kelly, as¬

suming a jaunty position, with his lath
in tho air and his left, haitd behind his
back for protection.
His wife grabbed her lath with both

hands, threw it energetically aloft and
knocked a globe off the chandelier.
"Oh, that's tho way!" growled Mr...

Kelly, as she stooped to pick up the
debris. "Hamlet would have done, just
that way."'

"I didn't know I was right under the
burner," protested his wife, as she threw
tho broken glass in the stove and re¬
sumed her lath.
"Now, bo more careful this time,"

said Mr. Kelly, as she again took a po¬
sition. "No.don't hold your foil like
that.you ain't going to beat ao.carpets.
There.that's more like it.now, then:"
-The, laih* rat-led against each other
a few times, and M.-s. Kelly received a

terrific clip on
the hand that re¬
moved tho skin
f r om three
knuek I es', and
evoked from that
iady a stupen¬
dous yell.
"A hit.a pal¬

pable hit." glee¬
fully exclaimed]
Mr. Rally, as his
w i f e dropped
into a chair and
hugged her hand.
"It almost

mrs. kelly received a broke my finder,"
CLIP OX THE BASD. she waiied.
"Pooh! Musn't mind a little thing

like that." Mr. Kelly remarked, as she'
bound up the injured member.

"I guess you wouldn't call it a little
thing," protested his wife.
"Hah!" retorted Mr. Kt Uy, scornfully;

"a man wouldn't notice a dozen cracks
of that sort. Come on, now."
; nis wife picked up her lath again in a
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dispirited sort of way, and crossed Mr.
Kelly's foil.
"Look out, now," he said, excitedly;!

"I'm coming for you with tho death
blow, and you want to look out for ine.
This hit of information had the effect|

of stimulating his wifo to extraordinary
efforts, and the foils struck fire at every
blow, while Mrs. Kelly's lath performed j
n variety of gyrations simply marvelous
in their eccentricity
"Hero I come!" shouted tho excitedl

Mr. Kelly, and ho lowered his foil for
the finishing stroko. At that instant
ins wife's lath was describing a most as¬

tounding evolution in the air, and in the
confusion of tho moment that worthy
woman brought it down with a degrceof
spirit totally cnlookcd for in ono of
«Wh. sedentary habits, catching her hus-
band neatly across tho car, and knocking }
him with groat precipitation ovcra chair.

"What d'yo do that for?" ho yelled,
as ho struggled to his fect and hung on

to his aching head.
"I didn't go to," pleaded his wife,

abashed and awed by the unlucky tcr-
mination of
thoir innocent
pleasure.
"Oh, no, you

didn't go to,"
shrieked M r.

Kelly, in a pas¬
sion-torn voice,
dancing about;
the room and
rubbing his in¬
jured ear, "oh,

5elly rjois sackwaio) °' course not.
ovsä a chair, you wouldn't
doaQ it for-y^e world."

'TStra muBtr*rtr-

f-'M$totßX**ifr~f$$ti "hack" laVfc' "round
here," shouted Mr. Kelly; "you tako
jand lug them -lathis out into tho shed,
and tho next tirao you want any oxer-

eise don't you ask mo to help you out
with none of your blarao foolishness,"
and as his wife meekly gathered up tho
remains of their encounter, ho jumped
into his boots and went out doors to rub
his swollen ear.

What women seem to hanker after is
exercise..YV. U. Fuller, Jr., in Texas
Sittings.
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COULD TAKE His CHOICE.

J IM
Needy Musician.1 am going to have

a benefit. How many tickets will you
take'.' They are a dollar each.
Luckless Friend.I suppose I'll havo

to tako a couple. Rather pressed for
funds, though.
Needy Musician.Well, if you'd rath¬

er lend mp a dollar, I won't have a ben¬
efit and we'll call it square..Drake's
Magazine.

Tix rot: tat.

Wilkias.No intended son-in-law of
mine should be seim coming out of a

drinking saloon!
Snipkins.And no intended father-in-

law of mine should be seen going into
one..M unscy's Weekly.

SEVEN SPOOK EVENTS.

.> I*artical<tr Lw.!i:>
of the S-.iirit

A woman died uu1.!-

it is ;» Monopoly
ritron^.
r suspicious cir-

cumstances in a small house near Mar¬
shall, 111., last November. Sinco then
It is said that a form in white has been
seen to ; ass In and out of the house at

the same hour each night.
On a farm near Springfield, Mo., a

spectral rabbit lingers about an old well,
into which the dead body of a murdered
peddli r was thrown many years ago.
The animal is bullet proof. No matter
how many shots aro aimed at it, it main¬
tains its position day after day.
A New York widower, on the night of

his marriage to another woman, was

surprised by a visit from the spirit of
bis Grst wife, who delivered to 1dm a

lecture on tho evil of his ways, giving
nlm to understand in the most emphatic
language that she strongly disapproved
ot his course.
Asa Maine judgo was riding pasta

grave-yard one moonlight night, he

thought ho saw a ghost. Thcro was

something white on top of a tomb, and
it moved. Getting nearer, ho saw its
eyes gleam. Dut determining to solve
tko phemoncnon, ho advanced into the
grave-yard and discovered that tho
spectral object was only a stray sheep.
An elegant Indianapolis mansion is

empty and is offered for rent at a very
low figure. The owner vacates because
he is tired of tho racket kicked up by
invisible midnight visitors. Furniture
is turned upside down and tho piano
played by unseen hands. A ghostly fin-
: ¦:. appears and traces on tho mirror
letters of the color of blood, spelling out
the word "Beware!" ..

A correspondent of a Cincinnati paper
says that while ho was in tho army in
ISC3 bo awoke one morning on hearing
his name called by bis sister's voice!
No on;.- else beard tho sound ami the oc¬

currence passed from his mind a few
days later, when he received a letter
from home stating that his sister had
died on the very day he was so strangely
awakened.
Mandan, Dak., has a spcok and is

proud of it. A man named Lansing died
in 1SS1 in a house which has been vacant
ever since. Those who pass tho place
in the night-time see strange lights flit¬
ting about In the deserted rooms and
hear groans and cries of distress. Ono
farmer who had the courage to look In
the window declares that he saw Lan-
sing, with a face as pale as death, lying
on the tloor.

Sparrows s:t>i> n Town Cloclc.

The Sarnia (Out.) town clock stopped
at 4:30 one Thursday morning, and Mr.
Williams, on going to ascertain the
cause, found the hands had been secure¬

ly tied down by strands of twine and
grass. The mischief had been dono by
a pair of English sparrows, who had
selected the angle formed by tho hands
as a site for a nest. The movement of
tho ban L; interfered with th« :r plans,
and tho birds put their wits >rk to
devise a remedy that would s rre the
stability of the nest. Their first scheme
was to wind the shaft on which tho
bantls are pivoted round and round with
grass Srsd cords. That failing, they tied
tho lmndVtogether and to tho frame¬
work in süciLjl manner that it took con¬

siderable time and a great deal of labor
on Mr. Williams' part to remove the ob¬
structions. Thit engineering skill dis¬

played by the birds in accomplishing
their object showed, that thoy possessed
reasoning powers of. no mean order, bo-
Sidcs an amount of industry and perse¬
verance in gathering t^e. material with-
In tho few hours at thcYr disposa! t hat
U almost incredible. v

A Pen 1'lciare <.! l'äVriie :.

Charles Stewart Darnell usually wears

a loosely-fitting cutaway coa>* lie gets
all the wear out of a coat tWt there Is
in it. Ho wears it until it is :)hiny. then
ho wears it until it«Js shabby, tben be
keeps on wearing i&^^krnel\lias gr
very Old-looking in tJP^a;:\'--. >ars.
The bald spot, on his beud has (increased
perceptibly in sk:o, and t&egray hairs
in his beard are growing mdVe and more

numerous. lie feels the responsibility
Of his position keenly, ancl his health
has become impaired unrüer its iveigbt.
There is a constantly troubled expres¬
sion upon his fsee,aud hwseidom smiles'
or indulges in light convjersatJ id

he becomes worn out wi
appsar.s, sometimes for
?no knows where to lot
Ärops as completely put'
11 he* had dropped into hll> grave

lUtor
work he dis-
eks. ami no

for him. Ib¬
id tho world as

ü. S. SENATE PAGES.

A Bricht Lot of Boys, One tho
Sou of a Sonator.

They- Can Only Scrro I'.ctwoeu tho Ago!
of Twelve aaU Sixteen.What They

Think of Leading Senators-Well
l\»id and Very Ambitlou,.

errands for them.

[corrnicnT, 1S».]

IIAT if tho
Senate pages
s hon Id
strike?"
Tho quos-

11 o n w a s

onoo asked
iy a gentleman who
sat beside mo in tho
United States Son-
ate gallery and noted
how honvily tho
Senators lean on tho
fourtoon littlo fel¬
lows who perform
It seemed to him, ho

said, that suob a strike would stop tho
wheels of Governmont; and so it might
if there wore no means of tilling tho

pluses of tho strikers, for presumably
very few of tno Senators would know
whero to go or what to do to procura
tho documents, etc., for which they
keep tho pages running. But about tho

Capitol and in the several departments
of public lifo in Washington there aro

enough men of National renown who

began their political careers as pages to

fill tho places of all these boys; so.

What if tho Senato pages should
strike?
Tho Government would go right on.

Tho number of famous men who onco

were pages seems to warrant tho pre¬
sumption that embryonic greatness is
now scampering about tho Capitol in
knickerbockers, running errands, per¬
haps, for men not lit to bear its shoes.

Surely this is excuse enough for devot¬

ing a littlo consideration to tho pages
of tho Senato.
Four years is tho longest term a boy

may servo as page, sinco he is eligible
to tho office only between tho ages of
twelve and sixteen. In tho Senate
there aro fourtoon of these boys, under
tho Immediate direction of Alonzo IL
Stewart, a young man of nearly twenty
years, who four years ago closed his
career as a pago anil is new attached
to the Sergeant-at-Arms under tho titlo
of Messenger on tho Floor of the Sen¬
ato. But this chief page and all his
assistants aro under tho supervision of
Captain Isaac Bassett, the venerable
assistant door-keeper, who has served
continuously a9 an attache of the Sen¬
ato sinco ho was appointed a pago,
fifty-seven years ago, by Daniel Web¬
ster's request. Captain Bassett, with his
long white hair and beard, is tho most

striking figure on tho Senato fioor,
and if any man is Indispensable
there it is ho. In tho matter of cere-

monials ho is tho authority on whom
Vice-President, Presidents pro tempore
of tho Senate and all tho officers
and members of that august body have
to rely. For more than half a century
he has kept a memorandum book at

hand and made entries of all those acta

,
which wero likely to bo useful as prec-
edents. When death strikes a Senator
down, or any tiling clso of an unusual
character happens, tho presiding officer
of tne Senate turns to Captain Bassett,
who sits on his left, and is informed as

to what is tho conventional modo of

procedure under tho circumstances. It
Is said that Captain Bassett has, during
all these years of service in tho Senate,
kept close memoranda of such speeches
and acts as have marked events in our

country's history. He can tell tho pro-
eise spot where Webster stood when ho
made any ono of his famous arguments;
where Sumner sat when ho received tue
blow which helped the cause of emanci¬
pation along; whero every word was

said and every act performed which has
had direct bearing on the great events
of this last half century. But he is as

uncommunicative as the Sphinx, and as

for his memorandum books, he would
no more let a newspaper correspondent
look at one of them than he would will¬
ingly sever bis connection with the
Senato.
Tho fourteen Senato pag^s aro all

bright, interesting lads. Harry Long.
McKee Cochrano and Albert Mac-key aro

the seniors. They have served throe
years. And Warner Moody and Fred
Kappeler aro tho juniors. Warner
Moody is tho son of Senator Moody, of

South Dakota, and is a peculiarly inter¬
esting, not to say charming, littlo fel¬
low. He is a quaint, fair-haired child,
whoso delicate physique ami sweet,
gentle manners bring Oliver Twist con¬

stantly to mind. His appearance is that
of a boy.1 had almost said a girl.of
seven or eight years, but his precision
of speech and his quiet old-fashioned
wa3-s together with his precocious judg¬
ment make him seem moro than a

child, lie is the rort of lad that moth¬
ers can not meet without having an ir¬
resistible impulse to snatch him up and
kiss him. With as much solemnity as

any Sonator In tho chamber ho ac¬

knowledge.-; the lit ness of the sobriquet
which tho older pages have fastened to
him.the Little Lady from Dakota.and
without a trace of offen ce accepts tho
titlo as his own.

Fred Kappelcr is also a diminutive
lad of thirteen, but is a moro rugged,
boyish chap. Ho acknowledges Kobert
Porter, tho euporintondent of census,
as his patron saint. Fred was born in
Switzerland, but in tho Eeven years of
his residence in America all tracos of
his mother tonguo havo been obliter¬
ated from his English speech. Ho is
well awaro that it would take an amend¬
ment of the constitution to make him
eligible to the Presidency, but ho very
contentedly assorts that thero is noth¬
ing to hinder him from becoming a Sen¬
ator, and so far as his observation goes
a Senator is moro to bo envied than a

President, for all a Senator has to do is
toi "spat hi.s hands and tho pages do
all tho work for him." Fred answers to
the name ot Swipes and says ho is suro

it will never offend his dignity, not
eren when he becomes a Senator, to bo
known by that pseudonym.
In tho bestowal of nicknames the

pages seem to delight in contrariety.
For example, McKee Cochrano, who is
of an cxtremo blondo typo, is called
Ethiope, and Albert Mackoy, whoso ex¬

ceeding generosity has made him the
favorite of tho group, is called Shylock.
Evonts In tho careers of tho troys also de¬
termine their nicknames, as in the case
of Loam Harris, a h&misojas little fei»

low with bright, twinkling oycs, who Is
callod Pio bocauso when ho was being
Initiated to the secrets of pago otiquetto
ho was informed, and ho bolloved, that
it was his conventional duty to buy a

round of pio at tho Senato restaurant
for all of tho other pages. Ho bought,
along with this cxperionce, tho namo

which will not loavo him, at least until
ho quits tho atmosphere of tho Senato.
To "interview" a Senator who has

nothing to say has been adjudged by
newspapor men a pretty difficult thing
to do. Hut compared with interviewing
fourteen Senatio pages who havo ovcry
thing to say and aro eager to say it all
atonco it is as easy as rolling off tho
traditional log. I met tho boys alto¬
gether a few moments before tho Sen¬
ato was called to order. When they
learned that I wanted their opinions

the IXTEKVIKW refused.

concerning Senators they began to push
and crowd and chatter all at onco. The
atmosphere was full of opinions. Had
I been fourteen stenographers with a

full complement of ears I could not have
board and preserved all that they told
me. Every- ono of them talked louder
and faster than all tho rest and each

tugged at some portion of my apparel
to attract my attention to what ho had
to Bay. Tho frankness of theso boys,
their willingness to declare an honest

eagerness to "talk for publication," sot

tho unaffected littlo fellows far above
some men of note whom I have known.
mon who, while manifestly no less

eager, surround thomscires with sham
barriers and sit behind thom sorely dis¬

appointed if tho Interviewer does not

koo the sham and knock tho barriors
down.pantalooned Poloniuses who can

not play upon tho pipe, yet seek to play
upon the journalist.

Oe.t of the clamor I manage 1 to snatch
a few facts.first, tho general fact :' at

good feeling prevails bo twocn the Sen¬
ators and their pages, and then some

Specifications as to individuals. Sena¬
tor Stanford was unanimously declan
to bo.an able statesman and a great man
because each year he gives them all an

entertainment at Iiis house, where t.<-

distributes presents, and then becau
he gives a bright cri-;p £5 bill to each

page every year. Hut as the chatter
went on this was four, 1 t,» bo a compli¬
mentary ballot. Senators Mandcrson.
Vance, Reagan, Gorman and Davis
seemed re illy to bo tho most general
favorites <>f the hoys, and Senators
Hansom. Dlxon, Moody, Butler and
Manderson were declare 1 to be the
handsomest men in the Sena;-. They
give also to Senator Butter tho rred.it of

being the most i>olite and elegant £¦<.::.
tleman in tho chamber. Senator Gor¬
man is likr-d because he once was a page
himself ar.d has not forgotten It
"He i-> always good naturcd," said one

of the little fellows, "and often tells us

stories about what ho used to do when
ho was a pago. I gue^s he was a rippor.
too." This last remark was intended
to be a sort of cap for a climax of com¬

pliment-
Senator Vest la not generally a favor¬

ite with tho hoys. Indeed, the young¬
sters passed unmistakable censure upon
the very vigorous language he some¬

times uses toward them, and they as¬

sert openly that they would rather be
doing something elso when he snaps
his fingers for a pago. Ono of tho boys,
however, thinks Senator Vest is a pret¬
ty good sort of a man. McKco Cocb-
rano was one day runhing at breakneck
speed to do the bidding of some other
Senator, when, darting out of the cham¬
ber, ho plumped squarely into Senator
Vest and knocked breath enough out of
him to make raw material for half a doz¬
en Fourth of July orations. The Sena¬
tor saved just enough to supply tho sur¬

rounding ambience with a d ^op blue
tint and an odor of sulphur. The boy.
who thought his hour had come "lor

surely" t ii; timo, slunk back under
Captain Bassett's protecting ar::i and
tremblingly awaite d to hear his doom
pronounced. Instead of declaring war,

however. Senator Vest at once I < can to

manifest a decided interest in young
Cochrane. and some time afterward,
when tüo yonn "stör feil i-i"'> ^ fight
with <¦.«<. cf bis colleagues- an olTcnse
which i '. p-:-!ir.h!" by t vo months' su»-

p.-n .:. n *:it< r ] loaded f->r him

and procured a reduction of the suspen¬
sion to two weeks.
Voting Harry Long never tires of toll¬

ing what a kindly man Senator Farwell
is Tho Senator entertained the boy at

his cleg.*!/:: homo in Chicago during tho
Republican National convention in 1SSS
and opened th'j eyes of tho youthful
PennsyIvantan to the glories of the
Western metropolis, and procured for
him a seat, in the convention to boot

"Why," said the boy, all aglow with
gratitude, "ho not only invited mo to

his house, but ho paid all my expenses."
Senator Vaneo is voted tho jolliest of

all tho Senators, and Senator Reagan
has trained the eternal friendship of tho
boys by making paper caps and giving
them around.
Senator Cockroll is moro dreaded than

any other member of tho body. "Ho Is
always wanting something," said ono of
the lads.
"Yes; and it's always something out-

sido of tho chamber," said another.
"I've worn a path running to tho docu¬
ment room for him."
"You bet, when Senator Cockroll claps

his hands," said a third, "wo all try to
find something elso to da lie ought to
havo a pago all to himself."
Senator Jones, of Arkansas, Is an¬

other ono who needs a great deal of

waiting on.

"He's a good enough man," said one

little follow, "but ho's awful oa us."
"What kind of a man is Senator In-

galls?" I asked.
"Oh! he novor notices us," answered

ono.

"No," piped a weo chap, "ho ain't so-

clablo."
Senator Iliscock Is not very popular

among tho pages. They say he seems
"sort o' tired of ovory thing and every¬
body."
Somo timo ago tho pages formed a

senato of their own. For somo reason

they excluded Mastors Moody, Longand
Harris, whereupon thoso three organized
themselves into a reportorial corps aud
broke into so many secret sessions that
the judiciary officer of the body con¬

cluded it was time to adjourn sint die;
so ho decamped with the twenty-five
cents in tho treasury and sis sheets of
paper belonging to the organization.
The pages' senato then collapsed.
These boys get S75 a month in salary

and numerous small sums from generous
Senators. They also havo a trick of
picking up all the printed speeches of
certain Senators, and, after having them,
nicely bo'u-jcfi, soli the volume to the
Sonata»-. . ^_;

"Does anybody but tbo senators buy
those .pccchos?" I askod.
"Obi no; only tbo Sonator who has

mado tho speeches," was tbo Innocent'
answer.
Ono little fellow.Harry Long.told

mo ho had mado 575 In tho last year by
Boiling speeches to tho Senators who
mado them.
"What would you do If you wero a

Senator?" I asked ono of tho small boys.
1 was rather sot back by his answer.

"I'd call up tho Blair education bill
and havo It passed," ho said.

"Yes, slrool" chimed in halt a dozen
more; "we all wanted that bill to pass."

I learned afterwards, however, that
they did not caro a lig for tho merits of
the t ill. They had seen Sonator H lair's
oarnostnoss In tho matter and his ro-

pealetl disappointments over ltsfalluro,
ami thoy were, sincerely sorry for him.
Wbon askod whether they would

rather bo pages or Senators, all but ono

agreed that generally thoy would pro-
for to bo pages, "because we pages havo
a heap more fun than tho Senators do."
Little (laxen-bairöd, blue-eyed Warner
Moody, however, looked up and spoko
with a quaint dignity and thoughtful
dolibcration:

"1 would rather bo a Senator, of
course."

Pago etiquotto demands that each lad
shall bo permitted to wait on his own
patron Senator.that is, tho Senator
who procured his placo for him; and It
la inoxcusablo rudeness for ono pago to

respond lo tho call of another's Senator
unless the other Is so engaged that h»
can not. attend to it.
The pages are ostensibly Republicans,

but they do not mind saying that thoro
are a good many thing* about tho Dem¬
ocratic side that are attractive to thorn,
prominent among which is the fact that
most of the motions to adjourn como

from the Democratic side; and sinco
tho boys report for duty at 9 o'clock in
lim morning and remain until adjourn¬
ment, this is no unimportant mattor to

them.
Tho Democratic sido of the chamber,

however, is what t!.o boys call "the1
pcaltonliarv." since whenever one of
thorn Is refractory Captain llassett rele¬
gates him to duty on that side. This
is an old-timo custom, and pages soon

learn that it is in tbo nature of reward
of merit to he permitted to servo on tho

majority side of the chamber. There
are seven boys for each sido, hut thoso
on tho majority ride always feel a littlo
more favored.

"I got to larking the other day," said
M :stcr Long, "and Captain Hass-ttsont
tie.' over on tin; Democratic side."
As 1 turned to h ave the group ono

little fellow followed me, saying:
"Don't forget to put In something

about N-' lily IJoflln (Master George
Mann, of Michigan) and Rev Dr. Ed-
ivard Bailey, of Georgia, the boy wbc
say* 'fo'tcen' and 'deed I did,'and 'tote'
for c:i: .-v. 1 don't forget lladjl Hasseln
Ghcoly Ivha.t (Master Will An lick, of
Illinois) and llco ('.:...< sott, dr.. the grand
son of Ch] tain Hasse it, tho boy that ate

the shoe-blacking when ho was told it
war. <>¦.!, tief t s «/<-./.«."
"And say," he ad led, "you ain't

goin' to interview the House pagos, aro

vou?"
"Why not?"
'Well, thoy ain't in our class, you

know."
There Is as much distinction among

!x\ys !. tweea a Senate page and a

!l page as tbero is among men be¬
tween a Senator and a member of the

u. Hois WiKLts li. Hawkins.

A SiiJATCTo TCiALS.
How lien YVaito AittonUhed t'-.n- i.t tlio

Tim bane of the average Senator's life
Is the requests of his friends and con¬
stituents for tickets of admission to the
Senate gallery when any thing of great
interest is going on uooh tho floor. In
later days, on great occasions, the Scna-
tors have transferred the responsibility
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, says the Boston
Budget. About twenty years ago the
whole duty devolved upon them. Good-
natured men were made miserable by
the demands upon them, and it i-; told
of big. burly Den Wade that at the im¬
peachment of Andrew Johnson ail Ohio
demanded tickets to the chamber.

lie distributed his tickets with a lav¬
ish hand, but they gave out sooner than
his constituents. He managed to make
excuses to all but one. an old army
Chaplain, who had come from the aorth-
orn corner of tho State just to be present
at the impeachment.
"My tickets are all gone."-aid Sena¬

tor Wade, "but perhaps I can serve you
in some other way."
"There is nothing else I want."

sighed t he Chaplain. ' I havo heard that
you are a generous man. but this is the
first favor I have asked after serving
my country for three years, and be¬
sides I havo como clear from Ohio to be
present ut tbo impeachment of Andrew
Johnson."
The old Senator looked him over with

a merry twinkle in his eye, noticing es¬

pecially the clerical cut of his coat, and
then, writing something on a slip of
paper, said:

"If that door-keeper is a Christian bo
can not resist that plea."
After iie got out of sight the Ohjoan

looked at the paper, and on it wero these
words:
"For God's sake let this man in. Den

Wade."
Whether it was an imprecation or an

appeal he could not tell, but he wisely-
decided to consider it the latter, and
passed into the gallery under cover of
tho door-keeper's surprise at tho novel
ticket of admission.

HEINRICH'S CLINCHER.

An Argument That Com;i!ciely Knocked
Out :i Competitor.

A Philadelphia manufacturer of shoe
uppers, much annoyed by a competitor,
resolved to call on him and compare
prices, says the Shoo and Leather lie-
porter. They agreed to figure on tho
various parts of a Congress gaiter. Ev¬
ery thing proceeded satisfactorily until
tho cost of Otting was broached, which
tho manufacturer placed at forty cents

per pair.
"Oh! no," said tho German, "my vifo

does dot."
"Well, isn't your wife's labor worth as

much as a stranger's?"
"Oh! but she docs dot ven she has

nuding else to do."
"When is that?"
"Oh! when dcro is no mending, no

cooking and no sveepings."
Finding it imnossiblo to make him

concede that his wife's labor should bo

{..counted, the manufacturer, asaclinchrr,
said: '.See here, Heinrich, if your wife
should die, what would you do then?"
"Vy, den I vould got anudder vile."

Oldest Twins in America.
At Fort Madison. Iowa, reside proba-.

bly the oldest twins in the United States
.Mrs. Elizabeth Grcscom Campton and
Mrs. Sophia D. Hildebrandt They were

born in Baltimore. January, 1S0O, and
they are consequently over eighty-four
years of ago. They are very spry old
ladies, and sfill very skillful at tine nee¬
dle work. Their grandmother. Mrs.
Betty Lose, made the first. American
flag. I
.Sweet Seventeen."No, I don't want

to marry tho baron; why, he has red
hair!" "Stern Parent."Yes, but he
won't havo it longl Havon't you noticed
that it is beginning to drop off?".Flie-
gancle Blattcrr. J

EXPECTATION.
Under lhe trees my Heart and I toirother
Await tlio step that nevermore will comei
Av;;i!t tho greeting word forever dumb I

I know not bow.Whether wo dreamed, or
whether

My Heart and I, .sceitii-; tlic new-blown heather,
Took hopu from Its full glory; or the sura

Of earth's wide J<w, nun Ing our pulses u urah,
Drew us abroad Into U19 sweet warm weather.

Wo conned the lcs.ion well, long, long apo,
My Heart and I.we council tiio lesson well
In Bummer heats, in winter's stubborn cold I

That bo will come no moro, we know, we know;
Vet we expect htm more than tongue can tell.
And listen for his coining as of old:
.Ida W. Boi ham, in N. Y. Independent.

AN ODD PROPOSAL.

My Ltuly Lovo Rrccuod by a Bit
of Short-Hand.

DR new hoard¬
er," said Miss
Cathcart, who
sat next mo at

then
tone,

'I don't S"e what
Mrs. Matthews
can bo thinking
of. I was told
this was a very
select place."
"So it is, isn't

It?"I answered, in true Yankee fashion,
with an assertion and a question.
"Judge for yourself! This latest ac-|

quisil ion to our number is a stenograph¬
er and typc-writoc in Lawyer Ltutlcr's
office."

I looked down tho tahlo at tho very
pretty young lady sitting there, and
thought to myself thatsho might prove
a very charming companion. Mies
Cathcart.thirty years old and attired
liko a girl of eighteen.looked faded
and old in compare on.
That evening, in tho boarding-housö

parlor, I was Introduced to .Miss Rachel
Stone, tie- "new boarder," and in half
an hour we were on very friendly terms.
I had touched upon tho subject of short¬
hand early in the conversation, saying
that, as a lawyer, I had often thought I
would like- to take my own notes in tho
court-room, and a most enthusiastic ad¬
vocate of stenography I found. She up¬
set all my theories about shorthand, de¬
claring it was not hard to acquire, and
that it was a most delightful and fascin¬
ating study.
"Why not give me some lessons?" I

said, laughingly.
Miss Stone tooi; mo up at Onco. Not

that she would entertain a proposition
to givo the regular lessons, but she
assured me if I would get the proper
books I could pursue tho study without
a teacher. "In any difficulty," she said,
"I should be very glad to render you
assistance-."
Xow. to be qulto honest, I fell in lovo

with the new hoarder in th.it very first
hour, and as a natural coits-qucnce, I
returned homo the next evening with
the necessary books in my possession.
1 am ashamed to confess how often I
feigned ignorance just to enjoy her
prettv, eager way of explaining the dif¬
ficulty-.

It was not long beforo the lines and
curves and hooks begr-.n to mean some¬

thing to me, and ore- particular phrase
had a peculiar fascination for me. I
used to write it ovi r and over again.
"1 love you, I lovo you." It was so

easy to make.a tick, two curves,
and a miniature croquet wicket, all
joined together in one delightful phrase-
ogram.

It came to be an understood tiling
that after supper .Miss Stone and I
should sit at a small table in a corner
of the parlor and talk over the short¬
hand. Miss Cathcart made herself ex¬

ceedingly disagreeable, and sometimes
Rachel. I called her Rachel in my
heart.would leave tho room to escapo
her discourtesy.
Sometimes we would make a little

break in tho shorthand and turn to

mm

/A

1t\wm~\ ft

"ENGAGED!" GASPED MRS. MATTHEWS.

other topics, and in these exchanges of
confidence I learned a good deal about
Rachel's home, in a small New- England
town, and o; her only brother, a college
Student of whom site was very proud.
I found it was to help this brother
through college that she had sought a

position in th" city.
Every day I fell more deeply in love,

until 1 reached a p->int where thero
were no moro depths to sound. I
hardly know why I did not make a

formal proposal.perhaps because no

very good opportunity presented itself,
perhaps because 1 was in doubt as to
her answer. Sometimes I would fancy
her color deepened a little when I en¬

tered the room; but there wa-j a frank¬
ness about her treatment of me, and a

busincss-liko way of making shorthand
the chief topic of our conversation, that
did not tend to encourage me.

One afternoon I went homo earlier
than usual with two opera tickets in
my pocket, and in my heart a determin¬
ation to know my fato that night
Surely I could manage a proposal dur¬
ing the walk home.
As I stopped in tho hall to leave my

hat I heard Mrs. Matthews' voice
through the parlor door. It was pitched
high as though the speaker was antrry
or excited. "I must have your room,"
sho was saying. "Some of my best
boarders will not remain under the cir¬
cumstances, unless you leave the
house."

"Under what circumstances? I do not
understand you, Mrs. Matthews." It
was Rachel's voice, and it sounded as

though the poor girl might break down
and cry tho next instant I considered
myself wholly justified now in playing
tho part of an eavesdropper.
"Your goings on with Mr. Hamilton

under cover of that shorthand study.
You could not spend rnoro timo in his
company if you were engaged to him."
Ah! If my darling had Leon engaged

to me how quickly I could stop to her
sido and defend her from these cruel in¬
sults. The little phrase: "I lovo you,"
flashed into my mind, and it was liko an
inspiration. As it happened, I hold in
my hand a hook.a compilation of sten-

ographic phrases I had just purchased.
and with the white paper wrapped
about it and tho lead pencil in my vest

pocket, every thing necessary to carry
out my plan was at hand.
In bold, black characters, I swiftly

wrote on tho book tho words: "I love

you. Ee my wife," in shorthand. Tho
next instant I stepped into tho room.

"Excuse me, Miss Stone," I said, "if

you aro engaged. Hearing your voico
as I passed through the hall I thought
I would hand you tho hook I spoko
'to you about 1 hopo it Is all right"
Äs I handed her tho nackajre I saw

that my poor lovo's chocks woro hotly
flushed and hör lips quivering. I wanted
to taki her in my arms in tho face of
tbo frowning landlady. As sho took tho
book her eyes fell upon tho shorthand
characters. Thoy stood out boldly on
tho white paper, and to her they were
as plain as print. Her head dropped an

instant Then sho gavo me a look.11
oyes ever said yes, hers did. Wo wore

engaged, and now my way was clear.
"I have boon thinking, Mrs. Mat¬

thews," [said, "thatit would bo well
for Miss o's engagement to mo to
bo announced. .Shall we delegate you
to make the facl known to tho rest of
tho household"''
"Engaged!' gasped Mrs. Matthews.

"Is Miss Stone < ngagol to you?"
"It gives mo great pleasuro to say

that sho is. Miss Stone will return to
her homo in a very short time to make
preparations for our wedding, which
will take placo the coming winter."
When tho landlady left the room,

oager I km w to carry the news to Miss
Catbcart, took Rachel in my arms and
begged her irdon for so summarily de¬
ciding nor future for her. I told her If
her brother needed aid to complete his
college course I would most gladly glvo
It, and that two months was just as long
ns I was willing to wait

In a certain little box my wifo cher-
ht i tho keepsakes sho values the high¬

est, and among them is a bit of wrap¬
ping paper bearing a few stenographic
characters .my shorthand proposal.
Would you like to seo it? Hero it is:

.Etta F. Martin, in Chicago News.

FACTS ABOUT LEAVES.

Specialty Mo-II.'Iml by Nature lor Some
Particular I*urpog'<£

Even tho most cursory observer of
vegetable lifo must havo been often
struck with the various forms of leaves.
Why they should bo so variously
formed ddbs not, however, often sug¬
gest itself, though there is a reason for
the special shape and texture of almost
every leaf in existence. Plants, such
as grasses, daffodils and others which
usually grow in clusters, bavo gen¬
erally narrow leaves growing upright,
so as not to overshadow ono another.
Other plants, of isolated habits, have
r.a arrangement of foliago which
secures*to themselves tho space of
ground ne.cssary for their develop¬
ment. The daisy, dandelion and shep¬
herd's purse.which may mostly bo
seen In pastures.are examples of this.
A circle of broad leaves pressed against
tho ground, forming what is known as

a rosette growth, effectually bars the
approach of any other plant and keeps
clear from ail other roots tho spaco of
ground necessary to its own nutriment
Floating leaves, and leaves of marsh
plants, ara usually of simple outline,
for, having fow competitors, they are

not liable to get in one another's light
Submerged plants have mostly leaves
of narrow segments.tho reason for
which is not very well under¬
stood, though it is assumed by
naturalists that it is for the
purposo of exposing as large a

surface as ].ible, in order to extract
the minute proportion of carbonic acid
dissolved :: a vast bulk of water.
Leaves on houghs of trees aro often
much divid'd, so as to fold easily, to

prevent their i. ing rent and torn by
high winds, while the glossy surface of
evergreens Intended to throw off rain
and dew, which might freeze on them,
and so cause injury to the tissues with¬
in, but the hairs on tho surfaco of
leaves arc perhaps the most interesting
study of all. With the aid of a micro-
score, the beautiful and systematic ar-

rang sment of these can bo easily dis¬
cerned, an I their uses understood. On
many plant; thero aro glandular hairs,
to catch or '. er small creeping insects;
on others tbcro aro hairs set so as to act
as off< :tivoly a rainst young animals as

a spike palisade against obtrusive boys;
on others, hairs which arrest tho drops
of moisture and forco them down tho
leaf-stalk, to moisten the earth about
the roots: while others are protected by
a series of poisoned stings. Tho ordin¬
ary nettle is an example of this, and
tho beauty and ingenuity of Its mechan¬
ism is truly wonderful. Each nettle
hair is armed with a brittle and pointed
siliceous cap. which breaks off In the
wound; and the poison i.-> then able to
flow out through a tubular hair, from a

reservoir at its base. The '0 is scarcely
a form of loaf but is specially modified
by nature for some particular purpose,
and the discovery o:' this purpose is 3

source of very pleasant, as well as profit¬
able, studv..Horticultural Times.

MADE RICH EY OIL.

A Congregation'* Stragjslea Ended ami a

New Doxology Born.
The Forest Grovo Presbyterian con¬

gregation is in luck, and all its mem¬
ber.-, promise to become rich through a

strike in oil mado on a few acres of
ground surrounding tho rickety old
chapel called a church, says a Pitts¬
burgh dispatch to tho San Francisco
Chronicle. Tho site is located about
eleven miles from Pittsburgh, and is
rig-ht in tho center of tho new Grove
oil fields.
For years Deacon Bcacom has been

pastor of the congregation, and it took
the combined receipts from a few acres

of farming land, the district school and
tho offerings of the small congregation
to keep tbo good man alive; but by good
fortune this is all changed.
Throe good oil producers have been

struck during tho past week, with an

average output of about 1,000 barrels a
day. This gives the church peoplo a

daily Income of 8125 from royalties, in
addition to a cash bonus.
Two new wells are being sunk, which

will Increase tho church incomo to
37,000 a month. Ono of tho new wells
has boon dubbed "Old Hundred," be¬
cause of tho following revised version of
tho familiar hymn which ono of tho
drillers has tacked upon tho derrick.
Praise Cod, from whom all blessings Cow,
Praischhn for r'-ittiuj oil below,
Praise hi:e, ye drillers, give hearty thanks,
Praise him fur tbo ovcrtio-.viag tanks.

A Fantons Woman. ..

Mmo. Kibart, the exgrisctto, who was

the first European to practico medicino
in tho Turkish harems, was as skillful
as most of her contemporaries. Tho
woman's career Is more romantic than
most fiction. Herlover in Paris was a

medical 6tudent; sho devoured his text
books with more avidity than he did hei
novels. Sho passed a brilliant examina¬
tion at twenty-six, and went to Cairo to

practice; her patients wero soon num¬

ber by tho hmdreds, but tho excesses

Into which she plunged resulted in her
incarceration in a lunatic asylum. Sho
then sought a new career in Cochin
China, and at once won the admiration
of the French inhabitants. So speedily
did her skill as a surgeon mako her
famous that she in a short time became

physician to the court, and was to havo

operated on the Queen mother of Annam
for a cataract. The day beforo sho was

to havo relieved tho old Queen, who had
been blind for years, the wonderfully
beautiful and skillful Dr. Ribart died.

probably from early excesses. She
drank hard in her youth and had run the

gamut of Parisian and Oriental indul¬
gence.

A WONDEEFÜL RACE.
That Is What a Detroit Man Galls

tho Japanese.

Interest Ihr Thioss Seen In tho Land of
tho Mikado .. Japan for tho Jap¬
anese " tho Popular Sentiment.A

Dccldodly Itcceptlve People*

Mr. Frederick Stearns, of Detroit, has.
returned after a year's residence in
Japan and has somo interesting things
to tell of that wonderful people. To a

Frco Press reporter Mr. Stearns said,
among other tilings, speaking of their
agricultural methods:
"Their methods are unliko ours in

every respect. Wo can teach them noth¬
ing in the line of agriculture; on tho
contrary, wo have many things to learn
from them. Our plows, harrows, reapers,
mowers, etc..while not unknown to them,
havo not been adopted, as they consider
their own ideas superior, which they
undoubtedly are."
"Are the streets in their cities laid

out in similarity with ours?"
"Yes, in much tho same style, and

each is named after a favorite god or

deified great man. Tho houses of tho
majority of the peoplo are hut ono

story in height and are constructed of
bamboo poles fastened together, sur¬

mounted by a thatched roof. There are
no walls, the Japaneso paper, which
servos the double purpose of providing
shelter and light, being substituted.
Glass windows and shingled roofs may
bo seen on some few houses. All views
from the house open upon tho garden,
the street being entirely closed up. The
Japaneso will have his garden if it is
but half the size of an ordinary billiard
table. Tho love of tho beautiful in
nature aud art is inherent with tho
whole race.absolutely a part of their
existence. (>n all sides of tho house
are built pon-hes, it being the especial
delight of the .i.ipan:;se to live in tho
open air as much as possible. Rich
foliage and flowers may bo seen in
these gardens. he chrysanthemum is
tho imperial flov. r, but the cherry blos¬
som is the most popular with the peoplo.
"Japan is populated with an aggro-

gate of SS,000,000 souls, ä martial raco

that lias never yet been invaded. Tho
people are resolute, full of courage, and
aro very patriotic. Since the revolution
of 1868 they have had a constitutional
government. The Mikado is the nom¬

inal ruler, his powers being limited by
a body of men divided into two
branches, which corresponds to our

Senate and House of Reprcsen' .ives.
Their form of government is even moro

liberal than that of Great Britain.
"There aro fewer social distinctions

there than in othercountries, the peoplo
living upon terms of equality. The
men have adopted tho regulation En¬
glish dress, wherein I think they made
a mistake, because their own peculiar
costume is much prettier, lighter and
moro comfortable, allowing greater
freedom to sao movements of tho body.
I noticed thüt. although they wear tho

European costume in the daytime, they
discard it and don their own attire in
the evening. Tho women havo refused
to adopt tho dress of the English and
American ladies and cling to tho gar¬
ments they havo been accustomed to

wear, although tho court ladies wear

tho French costutr.es."
"Aro the people possessed of abun¬

dant educational facilities?"
"They are, indeed.tho men, 1 mean,

for tho women aro not allowed the ad¬
vantages of acquirement of knowledge.
They aro beautiful and virtuous and
make excellent mothers, but are looked
upon as inferiors. I said to tho Japan¬
eso: 'Your greatest ambition is to reach
a point where you can be considered the
equals of tho Europeans, hut you can

never attain that end until you alter
your treatment of your women, educate
them, rclino them and consider them as

good as yourselves.'
"Tho Japanese; arc f sry receptive and

imitative. They havo adopted many of
our own commercial ideas, and carry on

mining, manufactures and build their
own steamships and railroad cars. The lo¬
comotives and railsaro imported. Every
important point in the country can now
be reached by railroad. The Japanese aro

very jealous of foreigners and will al¬
low no outsider to obtain a foothold in
their country for the purpose of engag¬
ing in business.and they aro right.
America for tho Americans and Japan
for the Japanese is my sentiment."

SALEM'S SNAKE WOMAN.
Leadlnz a Hermit's Life with Rattlers as

Her Only Companions.
Martha Ann Tillsor, tho singular

character who died at Salem, Ind., re¬

cently, was known as tho "Snako Wom¬
an." Many wero tho stories afloat
about her during her lifetime, as sho
would associate with no ono. She lived
in a little cabin at tho foot of Twelve
O'clock Knob, and led a hermit's life,
having no ono to share her abode except
snakes. By tho few wbo were over al¬
lowed to seo tho interior of her cabin it
is said to havo literally swarmed with
her strange companions, with which sho
ato and slept, and which wero to bo
seen lying in her bosom and coiled
about her neck, body and limbs when-
over sho was caught sight of.
Uer extraordinary predilection for

theso unpleasant creatures is supposed
to havo arisen from a morbid feeling
that sho was, liko them, hated of men;
for, naturally deformed, sho received in
addition an injury to the spino while an
infant, and, though perfectly sound of
mind, was of so sensitive a naturo as to
render her miserablo and uneasy in tho
presence of any but her parents, as sho
imagined herself an object of loathing
and hatred to them. This sho seemed
to feel while still a little child, for her
neculiar friendship beean then.

A DUTY TO YOURSELF
It is surprising that people will use

a common, ordinary pill when they
can secure a valuable English one
for tiie same money. Dr. Ackers
English pills are a positive eure for
sick-headache and all liver troubles.
They are small, sweet, easily taken,
and do not gripe.
Adolf Lalloz, carriage manufac¬

turer, 119 Carroll street, Buffalo, N.
Y., states: 1 was troubled with
nausea o* the stomach, sick headache
and general debility. Burdock Blood
litters cured nie.

VSE CA.\*AND DO
Guarantee Dr. Acker's Blood Elixir,
for it has been fully demonstrated to
the people of this country that it is su¬
perior to a'l other preparations for
blood Diseases. It is a positive cure
for syphilitic poisoning, Ulcers, Erup¬
tions and Pimples, it purifies the
whole system and thoroughly builds
up the constitution. Sold by Bud-
well Christian & Barbee.

W. H. Rohr, formerly with Kohr
Bros., Harrisonburg, Va., is now with
Messrs. Brown, Johnson A' Co., the
Jefferson street hardw/iv men, where
he will be glad to see .sold frieuds
!«nd acquaintances.

TIM HIT
Seminary for Young Ladies,

WINCHESTER, - - VIRGINIA.
The 22d year opens September Dth.

1690. Superior advantages in Lite¬
rary Course, Languages, Music, Art,
Elocution, etc. Location and climate
line. Terms very liberal. For cata¬
logue, apply to

MISS M. E. BILLLNGS,Principal.
aug27-w4t.


