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country snd who had neves
weakened by the luxaries of olt)

his stodenta. Plesty of lumber Iz
those regions slong the Jordan The
sycamore is & sleut stroag tree &nd
goed for simber. Mr. Gladstone asked
me if 1| had seen iz Palestine any sy
amore tree mere beautiful than ibe
ope we stood moder st Hawarden. |
told bim I had meot

The ycameres pear the Jordnn are
sow aitacked by Elisha's studexis
for they must have lumber for ihe
new theological semmipary 1 suppose
some of the studests made an awk

eescurreneos will tax the credul iy !
wonderful that man)
never happesad ot all
axts, »ot able 10 ews
borrewed ome. You must
while the ax of oldex
ke sur moders ax, I
im the fact that imstead o
ive kandle being thras: into
frea head the bead of
fastened on the bandle by
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forth the importapce of returning. 1
do zot think there would have been
any miracle performed if the young
mar bad owred ithe ax that slipped
the belve. The youang man cried out
in the hearing of the prophel: “Aas,
master, for it is Dorrowed!™ He bad
a right te berrow. There are imes
when we have mot ouly a right to bor-
row, but it 4 a duty s borrow. [here
are times when we ought to lend, for
Christ in His sermoc on the Mount de-
clared: “PFrom him that wounld borrow
of thee turn thou ol away.” It is
right that ene borrew the means of
geitizg an education, as the young stu-
dent of my text borrowed the ax. It
is right 1o borrow means for the for-
warding of commercial exds

If in any assembir {1 were requested
that those whe bhad pever barrowed
kol up their Ramda nome wounid be
lifted. or if here and there a Rant were
Hfted we would kzow that ‘RS &
case of inveraciiy. Borrow! Why.

we are borrowing all the time We
borrow frem the Lerd the suniigh!
that shows us the way, our water that
slakes our thirst, the food tha:
fresbes us three times & day,
lew on which we slumber. We borrow

re-

the pil-

giadnermm froem cur friends: we horrew
all elevated murrcundiags. The arch
borrows all its beauty from the Chris
who founded 1. In our somgs ard ser-
mons we borrow from the raptures of
Heaven

We berrow time: we will borrew

eternity, and thst ccastant borrowing
implies & returs. For what we Lorrow
from Ged we must pay back in bearty
tharks and Christian serviece, o im-
provement of curseives and heipful
cess for othersn. For what we barrow
in the shape of protection frem good
goverament we must pay back n pa
trietic devotisn. For what we borrowm
from our parends iz their good rxam
ple and their hard work wreuglit fo-
us in our joursey frem cradie 'c man-
bood ard womarhood for all the ages
to come we gught te be payiag back

Haydon, the painter, sald hisruin be
gt *he day be begen te borrow noney
and be wrote iz his diary: “Here be

g2z debt and obligetion, eut of whiel
I have pever beez and mever shall be
extrieated as long sz I Nve™ Dr
Jokzson said: “Do not sceustom your-
self 1o consider debi omly as anp in-
convenience. You will ind it a calam-
ity." We bave a right to borrow for
the abselute necessities, sxpectiing to
pay back again, but we ought pever to
borrow for the luxuries.

Iz the summer watering places
sorth, scuth, sast asd west, in the
great botela, serving at table amnd ir
bagpage room, are theologioal stu-
dents whe are in preparation for the
ministry, earnieg In July asd Augus
the means by whick they may studsy
the other monihs of the year. 1 bail
them: I cheer them: ] bless them
They will be the Hersehels in the ob
servitories, the Dr. Motis in your med
Seia colleges, the Rufus Choates

n your
courtrocms, the Biskop Mellvaizes ir
your palpita Let them met now be

ashamed of the ax with which they
bew the beam for Elisha's semirary.

Let all those whe toil for their edu-
cation remember that they are es-
pecially favored and if things go
against them and the ax head should
fy the helve that every hinderment
may some time surz out advantage-
ously, as the accident by the river
Jordan, which seemed to finish the
vounyg student's capacity te help build
the mew semipary, resulted in a
spiendid demonsiration of the pewer
of Elisha's God to help anyone who

iped himself. No ax that was ever
wielded has wrought so well-as that
ax, the kandle and head of which
parted

Notice, also, how God is superior
to every law that He bas made even
the stromgest law of pature, the law
of gravitation. The stick that Elishs
the Jordan foated, but
By imexorable law
into the depths of
without so much as
rd. beavy metal sought
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made them ail.
thy riches” How do you like that
sablimme pastoral?

My subject alse reminds us of the
importance of keeping our chief im-
plement for work In good order. 1
think that young theological student
on the banks of Jordan was to Llame
for not examining the ax before he
lifted it that day against a tree. He
eould ia & moment have found out
whether the halve and the head were
firmly fastened. The simple fact was
the ax was not in good order or the
strongest stroke that semt the eadge
fante the hard sycamore would not
have left the implement headiess. So
(God has given every one of us an ax
with which to hew. Let us keep it
in good order, having been sharpened
by Bible study and strengthened by
prayer. The reason we somelimes
fall in our work is because we have
a dull ax or we do not kanow how
aright to swing it. The head is nos

| aright en the handle. At the time
| we want the most skill for work and
perfect equilibrium we lose cur head.
| We expend in useless exeitement the
nervous energy that we ought to have
empioyed in direet, straightforward
work. Your ax may be a pen or a
| type or s yardstick er a scales or a
tongue which im legisiative hall or
Dusiness cireles or Sabdbath ciass eor
pulpit is te speak for God and right-
eousness, put the ax will nmot be
worth much until it bas been sharp-
ened om the grindstoue of afftiction
Go right through the weorld, and go
right through sll the past ages, azd
show me one mam or womman who has
dose anything for the werld worth
speaicing of whose ax was pot ground
ou the revolving whaee!l of mighty trou-
ble. Is waa not David, for bhe nasde-
throned sod houmded by uafilial Ab-
salom. Surely it was not Paul, for he
was shipwrecked amd whipped with
30 stripes from reds of aitm weod on
his way to beheadment. Surely it waa
not Abrebam Linecln, called by every
vile name that humaz and satanie
turpitude could invent and depicied by
carteoninsts with more meanness than
any other masr ever suffered, on the
way to meet & bullet craahing through
Ris temples
But I have come te the foo! of the
Alpa, whichk we must climb before we
ean sce the wide resch of my subject.
See in all this theme how the imponsi.
bilitles may be turzsed into possibili-
tiem That ax head was sunkerx in the
maoddiest river that could be found.
The alarmed student of Elisha may
know where it went down and may
dive for it and perhaps feteh it up, but
esn the susnkes ax head be Nfted with.
out & hard thrust deep into the mud at
the bottom of the river? No: that is
imponaible. 1 admii, so far as buman
power is concersed, it i impossible,

There it is, the Scating |

b

but with God all things are posaibie.
After the tree branch wes threw:r upon
the surface of Jordaz “the iroz did
swim.”

You have a wayward boy. Ouly God
kaows how you have oried over him.
You have tried everything for bhis ref-
ormation. Where is be mow—iz this
eity, in this country, or has he crossed
the sea? *“Oh,”™ vou say, “l do mot
know where he la. He went amay in
the sulks and did »o! say where he
was golog.” You bave aboul made up
your mind tha:t you will never hear
;rom him agaic. Pretty hard pay he
gives you for all your kindoess and
the =ights you sat up with kim whea
he was sick. DPerhaps he struck you
one day whes you were trylsg 1o per-
susde him to do better. How different
waa the feeling of that bhard 4m
sgainst your face from his little hand
iz infascy pattisg your cheek! Fa-
ther! Mother! That is an impossible
tiat 1 would Nke to see God take hold
of, the conversion of thst boy, for be
will never be anything but & boy te
you, though you should live 10 see bim
50 years of age. Did you say his
. peart is bard? How bard? Hard ae
| stope? “Yeau,” you say; “harder than
! that. Hard as iren.” But bere is &

God whe can lift the soul that bas

peen deepest dowsn. Here s 3 God
! whe can raise 3 soul cut of the black-

est depths of sin and wreicheduess.

Here is 8 God who cam make irom

gwim, the God of Elsbhs, the God of

the young studeat that stood in dis-
 may oo the banks of the Jordan at the
time of 1he icst 8x Bead. Lay bold of
the Lord in & prayer ihat wil take ne

R

&

well for the retreatants. Worldly faces
were quiet and less anxzious, tired ones
had lost something of their wearianess,
sweet young girldevotees had ae-
quired a look of saintly calm. Only the
coeduetor of the retseat, Father Jobu
Burton, S, J., seemed weary. Itis not
easy to pour out spiritual ivspiration
and encouragement four times daily
to say nothing of three services anc
innumerable private interviews. Fa-
ther John Burtom, resting his head on
bis hazd in sn unexpectediy idie mo-
ment, tried not to feel jaded. Bul he
aroused himself with an effort when
the brief interval of quiet was broken
by a tap at the door.

He swung it open cordially and Sl
ter Alloe Ambrose, the sister in charge
of the retreat, eatered, leading »
young girl whom the priedt remem-
bered to' have seen before him con-
tinually during the past three dayn
He had noticed her particularly be-
canse—for reasons most human but
quite unbecoming s “vowed religious™
—she had awakened poignant memo-
ries of the earlier days passed “in the
world,” and of some one for love of
whom he had been led to Tollow the
priesthood. This girl—but he shook
the wrong thoughts from him roughly.

*] shall be wery glad to hear you,"
ke said, iz responmse to the soft mur-
mur wherewith Sister Alice Ambrose
conveyed to him that the girl was sore
troubled over some bygone experi-
ence. “WIill you not sit down and lel
me see if [ can help you?™

A moment later, when the door
had closed softly behind Sister Alice
Ambrose, his quiet eyes and sympe-
thetic manner drew out ths begin-
ning of the story. The small hands
of the speaker clasped and usclasped
pervously as she told it.

“A loag time ago—when I waa a
child—I ruined my sister's life and
happiness. I didn't quite know whai
I was deing, but—but I was jealous.
and I knew I was doing wrong. My
sister, who is wine yeers older than
myself, had always been devoted to
me. After she was engaged to be mar-
ried 1 was less with her. Bo T hated
her lover bitterly, although he waa
very kind to me, and I think no ene
never suspected my feeling, and 1
longed, in childish fashion, to part
them. One day., when they were to
have been married shortly, I—"

“Yes ™ said the priest, encouraging-
ly, secing that she found it diffieult to
continue. “One day you—"

“My sister had promised to take me
out that afternoon,” came the recital,
told to the accompaniment of those
restless, haunting, nervous movements
of the fingers, “but when John—her

laver—arnt & messags asking har in
accompany Rim somewhere, de put

me off with promises of some future
pleasure. 1 was mad with anger and
jealousy, and when she sent me down
to the parlor, that afternoon, to en-
tertain him while she finished dress-
ing, T—1 told him that she had gone
out with a cousin known to admire
her. and I destroyed the hastily writ-
ten note he asked me to hand her as
soon &8 she came in. The note told
her that he must leave the city, that
evening, for an absence of several
months; it asked her, since they had
missed each other at that time, to
meet him at the depot. I told Julie
that he had left the house in impa-
tient anger, refusing to walt langer
for her, and when 1 heard that the
engagement had been hroken, some
week= later, because of John's inex-
plicable conduct and persistent silence.
1 rﬁjnh-rd.

“My sister was ill for months, and
T feared to tell her. Then T was aent
to boarding school while our mother
accompanied Julie to the mountains,
and I only returned home in time for
her wedding to Charlie, the cousin who
had loved her so long. 1 felt then, be-
ing a little older, that I munst ho!d my
peace for ever, and, gradually, I for-
got all about my wrongdolng, save
for occasional recollections nowy and
then. Bnt now—I am to be marrisd
myself, shortly, and last week my sis-
ter, in urging me to be sure that 1
really loved my lover, et me know
something of what she herself har
missed and suffered through my decep-
tion "

“Her marriage, then, bas not been
a bhappy one?” asked the priest, his
face pale, his manuer gtrangely quiet.

“Yex and no,” war the troubled an-
swer., “Mer husband is a good man
and he loves her, but she ean only re-
spect and admire him. She married
him out of pique, and for loneliness
and heartache. She 1old me last week
that the ozly man she should ever
Jove in this world was the man from
whom—from whom 1 parted her. I
should have told her all then, but
she added that ¥ the knowledge of
his unworthiness helped her to live
without him. Had she been separat-
ed from him for any other reason, she
felt she should have gone mad.

“Since then I have been tortoured by
an agony of remorse and uncertalniy.
Last night I resolved to confie In you.
and abide by your decislon. Shall [
tell my sister the whole story, or shall
1 hold my peace?”

There was a long silence. The priest

-

Ladies’ Suirts

Open till 10 p .M.:Sﬁturday.
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and Wraps

Sharply Reduced.

The Holiday Seting has left

nantities of smartly taii-

ored Suits, Raglans. Jackers, Skirts, ete.. that were or-

dered especially for our holiday trade.

Half prices and

ess are what we are selling them for now.

Here are a few

$£27.50 Strictly Tailor Made Raglans of

finest grpde Kersey..veicninnens $16.50
$£25.00 Ladics' Raglans in latest shapes
DO, ceniocrssssanssnsssnne: sassasssavsssnnnse $14.95
$22.50 Raglaus of English Cavenette,
all shades and styles............... £13.68
$20.00 Raglans of Covert Cloth, latest
BEBAENB. . convenrssassasasasses o $12.48
$€15.00 Raglans in Oxfard and Tan, hall

and full Hoed, fOr. ...ccvnrmmnsres e i, 50

Sample Prices:

810.00 Oxford Raglauns for...........86.5
$%.50 Raglans of Oxford Cheviot...$4.50
$15.00 Tailor Made Suit of Homespun
and Venetian for......cc.covneveren.. . 8$7.98
$12.50 Suits of Covert Cloth and all
Wool Cheviot now...cccooveeee 0o 86,50
$22.50 Norfolk Suits of Mixel Chevin

$20.00 Homespun, Covert and Venetian
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THE COHEN CO.,,

to 11 17 E. Broad St,,
RICHMOND, - - VIRGINIA.
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“No,” sald the priest, suddenly, “you |

must never tell your sister. licar the
burden of remorse and repentance
bravely, as just punishment for your
sinning—but be comforted concerning
it, because, after all, it was a sin of
ignorance and <hildhood, and you
knew not what you were doing. And
gever, 50 long as you live, mention the
matter to apy other human being.
Better, by far, that your sister should
conutinue to believe her lover unworthy,
than that, learning of the injustice
rendered both him and herself, she
should have one whit added to the load
which weighs so heavily upon her.”
The girl slipped from the
quietly, smikng through her tears,
happy, relieved of her heaviest sor-
rew, and Father John Burtom, S J.,
quiet man of God and the spirit, sank
upon his knees suddenly, hiding his
face in his hands.
of a mighty struggle were upon him
Speechless with sorrow, he strove
valiantly to vanquish the natural re-
sentment of the long-forgotten aelf
which cried aloud for expression. Du:
the hard years of patience and self-

room,

denial bore him brave testimony i
that hour of disturbance, and when hr
presently went forth to address tl
assembled women his face and voice
were like those of a prophet inspired
“Father, forgive them-—for they

know not what they do,” was the sub-
ject he announced for the me=ditation
of that evening, and the eyes of the
man discussing it rested, with a pe-
culiar snd meaningful tendern=ss, on
the face of a girl before him—the face
of the girl the burden of whose ter-
rible responsibility had so recently
been shifted from her shoulders to his
own,
ETHEL M. COLSON

NOT TRUE TO THE POLE.

Variatlons of the Magnetie Nevdie
Discovered Away Back In

Celambas’ Time,

Few familiar sayings convey a more
erroneous notion than the phrase:
“True as the needle to the pole.” In
order to keep track of the unfaithful-
ness of the needle to the pole, or the
“variation of the compass”™ from true
north, the United States maintaios &
separate bureau, the division of terres-
trial maguetism, The government is
now preparing, in cooperation with
European countries, greatly to enlarge
its work, and to make the investigs-

tions of 1902 memorable for their thor- ’

oughneas, says Youth’s Companion.

The magnetic needle varies not only
a1 different places, but the wvariation
changes from year to year, and eveu at
different times in the day. On the
“magnet-survey” charts those places
which at & particular time bhave
the same amount of variation are
connected by what is known as an
isogonic, or equal variation, line.
Through those points on the map in
which there i» no variation of the
needle from the true north a line
known as the agonic passes.

Iron deposits and mountaln ranges
modify the action of the unknown
easuses of the periodical variation, and
cause these lines to become even more
ercoked than those which mark equal
temperatures, known as {sothermal
lines.

Isogonic charts may be accurate to-
day and full of errors in & few years,
The celebrated Mason and Dixon’s line,

The strong throes !

south, and the rich coal-fields of two
Maryland counties would be thrown
into Peunsylvania,

The discovery of the magnetie
needle's shortcomings is believed to
have been made during the voyage of
Columbus. The disclosure really con-
stituted a high tribute to the scientifie
perceptions of that day,even though it
spread cousternation among the ships’
| erews.

WEBSTER’S PLEA.

Story of One of the First Vietorles
Before the Bar of the Famous
r Law)er,

Soon after Daniel Webster came to
the bar, he was retained in a suit be-
tween two neighbors, says the Green
Bag. It seemed that they had got to
loggerheads about a disputed line, out
of which had grown trespass suits and
all sorts of controversies, and that the
more malicious and artful of the two
had so plied the other with law in one
shape or another that he had nearly
ruined him. The latter at last became
aroused and brought an action against
the other for malicious prosecution,
and retained Mr. Webster to manage
it. On the trial proof of malice was
clear and convincing, and it was evi-
dent that the day of reckoning had at
last come. In summing up for the
plaintiff Mr. Webster, after making a
strong argument against the defend-
ant, showing that he had again and
again instituted suits against his
client, merely to perplex and annoy
him, closed as follows: *“In a word,
gentlemen, I do not see how | caa bet-
ter conclude than in the words of the
good old psalm."” Then he looked at
the jury, but pointing to the defend-
ant, he repeated from his favorite
authors, Sternhold and Hopkins:

He digged a plit, he digged it deep,

He digged !t tpr his brother,

By his great sin, he did fall in

The pit he digged for t"other.

And so it proved. The verdict was

heavy against the “digger.”

Peopulation of Nevada.

The population of Nevada bas
shrunk to 42,000.

—

ENGLISH RAILWAY SERVICE.

Noted Traveler Calls It Poor as Com-
pared with American, German
and French,

R

In every respect the United States
is superior to England—comparing
like with like—but what is more nota-
ble, in Germany and France railway
travel is cleaner, more speedy, and
cheaper. No week passes that 1 do
not run out from London for country
air, ard wherever 1 find a truio that
reaches its destination on time I
make a note of it as a strange thing,
writes Poultney Bigelow, in New
York Independent. There are one or
two trains that run fairly fast, ac-
cording to British notions, and are
tolerably good, owing to a faint de-
gree of competition, but in the ma-
jority of cases the Englishman is sat-
isfled to travel 25 miles an hour in
dirty earriages which are not heated




