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"America First and America Efficient"
o .

RAILROAD WACE COMMISSION.
f F THERE is no insuperable legal obstacle the creation1 of a permanent commission to settle wage and other dis¬

putes that may arise from time to time between corpor-
,!ons that own the railroads and ihe men they employraid be hailed by the general public with approval. If
powers could be extended to cover mining corporationspublic satisfaction would be correspondingly increased.
!t is altogether probable that neither the trainmen, who

e now holding a strike threat over the heads of the rail-
and the entire nation, nor the managers of the roads

such a commission. Indeed there is reason to suspectthat both sides would make important concessions in order
to prevent one from being created. Each side is confident
that it is strong enough to lake care of itself and get a little
pore than it is entitled to in the bargaining. It is different
with the public. If the men get too much money and the
loads have to advance rates to make both ends meet it is
the public that pays. If the roads refuse to give the men
whit they are entitled to and a strike results it is the public'"lat pays again.
A commission backed with the proper powers and corn-
id of men familiar with the technical side of railroad-
would be able to protect the public from this sort of
while it was at the same time meting out exact and
justice between the roads and the men.

The news has been broken to the public that next
¦hursday will be Fairmont Day at the Fairmont talr,
and that the town will close down at noon bo that all
Can go. Let's all turn out so that we can see how big
a crowd we make when we are all together.

HUGHES ON THE TARIFF.

CHARLES E. HUGHES' frank statement of his
position on the tariff question at Tacoma ought to
clear the atmosphere regarding that phase of the

pending campaign.
The tariff is an economic question purely and simply,"*t unfortunately for the country it always has been a foot-

,»_J1 of party politics, and for a long time to come it willcontinue to be. Under a government such as ours it is
roper that it should be a matter of the larger politics;
lat, for instance, the policy which underlies tariff legis-_jion should be under control of the voters. It is absurd,however, to assume that the whole public or even the wholemembership of the two branches of Congress would know«augh about the intricate details of business to pass intel¬ligently upon individual schedules. Within the past twothree years the public has come to realize this, and thereJu> been a general demand, in all parties, for a tariff com-mission; for a body composed of experts whose duty itwould be to guide Congress along the proper paths in thelabyrinth of tariff and commercial legislation.But what is to be the controlling idea of these commis-

,

~

... ,BMOMiy.'ITaOie advice Congress would be expected to take
ujx» wi » viuJ matter? Charles E. Hughes' «mo »
that he w*nt» a tariff commission for the purpose of carry¬
ing out the protective principle, and not for the purpose of
blocking it This i» but another way of putting the sten¬
torian demand of the public a few yean back when it
was insisted upon that the tariff be "reformed by its
friends." That, it is safe to assume, is what a vast ma¬
jority of the American people want
And the only way in which they can be sure it is what

they will get is to elect Charles E. Hughes president and
send a Republican majority to both branches of Congress
to hold up his hands in his effort to get revenue legislation
that is constructive.

A PEEP INTO THE FUTURE.

FOR the time being at least the Russian drive toward
the Hungarian plains has brought up against a Ger¬
man force in the Carpathian region, and a special

force of Germans is being organized to take over the de-!
fense of Trieste, the great Austrian naval base on the!
Adriatic, which is now seriously threatened by the Italian
army. It is the same old story. Whenever die safety of
the Iron Ring is seriously threatened German commanders
are hurried to the spot to save the day; whenever fighting
of the most desperate character is in prospect German vet-
erans are sent to do it.

It is impossible to say now upon what terms the war will
be brought to an end, or what the ultimate result of the
peace negotiations will be, but assuming that human nature
is the same after peace comes as it was before hostilities
broke out, the course of the struggle ought to make for
Prussian hegemony as far as the Central powers are con¬
cerned. Two yeafs and more of actual German leadership
in military matters; of assumed and all but acknowledged!
German superiority in many ways, cannot help but have
a marked effcct upon the spirit of the Austrian people.
1 his applies to those of the Teutonic blood as well as to
those of the ten or more other raccs that live within the
confines of the dual empire.

It is, indeed, quite among the possibilities that the spir¬
itual reaction operating upon the political organization of
the Teutons in the German and the Austrian empires may
have a more pronounced efTect upon the future political
history of Europe than all the money and blood that has
been poured out. Moreover it is a favorite trick of the
Fates to make war serve some purpose entirely foreign to
the thought of the people who bring war on. A Teutonic
government which would give expression to the democratic
yearnings of the Germans of Bavaria and the Rhine coun¬
try and yet retain the passion for efficiency of Prussia,
but with both the Hohenzollerns and the Hapsburgs left
out, would certainly work confusion for the ambition of
a number of individuals who were quite important two
years ago.

SNAKE BITES AND CITIES.
TWO features of that story about the Pittsburgh taxi¬

dermist who died as the result of being bitten by a
rattlesnake are apt to strike the average citizen as

curious. Why, for instance, in a town as wet as Pitts¬
burgh is, was the traditional remedy for snake bite not
tried? And why, assuming for the sake of argument that
serum treatment is the proper thing, was it that New York
was the nearest point at which a supply of the serum could
be found?
We have heard of bulls, and bears, and sharks; of

wolves and vampires and even skunks in connection
with life in that town, but never before this week did we
have reason to suspect that rattlesnakes infest the streets
in such numbers that the apothecaries keep an abundant
supply of highbrow snake bite medicine on hand. Well,
as some one thoughtfully has asked, "ain't nature wonder¬
ful?" The answer is, of course, it is; especially the nat¬
ural history of little Old New York.

Doubtless it makes the German army feel proud to
be picked for all the forlorn hopes of the Central pow¬
ers, but at the same time it would nowise reflect upon
tholr courage If tho men were to feel that there are
quite enough opportunities to get killed right at home.

It is possible that there is some truth in the report
from Bucharest that Germany has offered to pay Rou-
mania for continued neutrality with territorial compen¬
sations at the expense of Austria. The German general
staff may think it of the highest Importance that tho
Roumanian army be kept out just at this time, and
Austria is In no position to protest. But if the Rou¬
manians arc wise they will just keep out of it as long
as tliey can and take good care to accept no compensa¬
tion for being good. No matter which way the war
ends, the little countries that took advantage of the
situation to drive hard bargains with their great neigh¬
bors are going to have a large score to settle. On the
other hand, there is much likelihood that countries, like
Switzerland and Holland, that have maintained their
neutrality at great cost to their people will be able to
demand compensation when the time comes to distrib¬
ute indemnities.

SHORT AND SNAPPY.
The Hughes speeches lack nothing in incisivencss.

The man has clear-cut views, and ho is courageously
presenting them..Weston Free Press.

The low temperature makes people think about doingtheir Christmas shopping early..Wheeling Register.
Parkersburg should employ a detachment of Pinker-

tons to find out if we really are in possession of the
Democratic state headquarters..Parkersburg News.

It's a difficult matter to gain fame these days. A
man jumped out of tho forty-second story of the SingerBuilding recently and a New York paper ran a pictureof the building..Uniontown Evening Genius.

"Pitiless Publicity" is not so well thought of by Pres¬
ident Wilson now, since Mr. Hughes has turned it on..
Weston Independent.

The price of. women's shoes will bo increased from
20 to 40 per cent during the coming winter. Don't
know but that an automobile would bo cheaper, after
all..Uniontown News-Standard.

We believe all the tickets have been filled now. You
may fire when you are ready, gentlemen..Wheeling In¬
telligencer.

There is some newspaper discussion over the questionof how long a girl of 18 should wear her skirts. This
would depend in a measure on tho ability of the familyprovider to get her a new one..Bluefleld Telegraph.

METZ ITEMS.
lira. Ullum, of Wheollng, la vlBltlng

Lawrence Campbell.
William Watson gave a birthday par-
Saturday evening in honor of his
4*ter, Crystal's, 16th birthday.

was a large crowd and all enjoy-
a' very pleasant time.
Mrs. H. C. Ferrell was a business

visitor to Mannlngton last week.
Mrs. LUUe Miller LeMasters, of Hoi-
Irmj, Ohio, Is visiting hor parents,
'..and Mrs. George Miller.
"rs. Louis Campbell was a business

visitor in Mannlngton one day last
week.

Mrs. Louie Metz and daughter, Mil¬
dred, were in Mannlngton on business
lant week.
David and John Ward, of Manning-

ton, who have been visiting the past
week with Nellie Hlbbs, have returned
to their home.

Mrs. H. L. Campbell was a business
visitor in Mannlngton Tuesday.
Honry Heckman. of Mannlngton.

was here Tuesday looking after his oil
interests.
Amos Haught, of Wadestown, was in

this place Tuesday.
Miss Bessie Montgomery, of Tulsa,

Okla., 1b in a Wheeling hospital hav¬
ing a small operation performed on
her throat.

Recruit Jester
From an English recruiting center

comes this story:
An Irish recruit was being drilled

in the mysteries of fencing with the
bayonet.
"Now," Baid the instructor, after

carefully explaining various lunges,
"what would you do if your opponent
feinted?"

"Begorra, sir," said the Irishman,with a wink, "I'd Jest prod him wld
the point of my bayonet to see if he
was shammlnV

(BY CONDO.)
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Editorial Comment
on Current Subjects
M'KINLEY AND THE VISION.
(From the Philadelphia Ledger.)
That the vision of Presiden\ Mc¬

Kinley as to the possible broadening
or our markets through reciprocity iu
International commerce, thereby se¬
curing an entrance Into countries then
still closed to us by reason of finan¬
cial, fiscal and national barriers,
should be referred to enthusiastically
by the Secretary of Commerce la In¬
deed a sign of the times. Mr. Redlleld's
letter in yesterday's Public Ledger
was worth reading for many reasons.
It presented In a strlklug fashion the
developments and the opportunities
brought by the war. But when McKin-
ley anticipated them to an extent he
hardly'evoked the enthusiasm he de¬
served. One party was fearful le*t the
policy of protection be in s ;me way
endangered, and the other condemned
that policy In general, and the McKin-
ley tariff in particular, as tho "moth¬
er of trauBts." Yet McKlnlcy «Hd have
a vision, and so did James G. Maine
before him; but although both cried
out for freer trade they did not belteve
in burning down the houso in order
to enjoy roast pig, or that it was nec¬
essary to yield the principle of protec-
tlon to home industries in order Intel-
ligently to secure for the United States
its propor share of tho world's trade.
Moreover, while President McKln-

ley was giving voice to his great vi-
sion at Buffalo the German government
and the German people were proving
in a way that tho world nas never sur¬
passed that an unexampled develop¬
ment of trado could take placo while
at the same time tliere wns applied to
the home industries not only tho pro-
tectlon of customs tariffs but also that
of combinations within the empire.
Tho German trusts, or cartel*, If you
wish.the thing is the same.encour¬
aged by the government, in connection
with the German method of promoting
trade In foreign countries and the lay¬
ing of protective homo tarlifs, secured
for them tho very markets about which
the vision of McKinley centered. But
at tho timo McKinley was uttering 'ho
words that a Democratic statesman
now finds so inspired the Democratic
party was engaged In a campaign or
bitter attack on the tariff and- on its
so-called progeny that flnnlly stamped-
ed the country. Wo may now wonder
what it was all about. A protective
tariff and even combinations and trusts
and big business are in high favor in
circles where formerly there was noth¬
ing but condemnation for them.
And, moreover, the McKinley vi¬

sion, too, was taken up sensibly by the
Commercial Museum people here in
Philadelphia, who know that foreign
trado was not only a matter of govern¬
mental legislation, but of individual
preparation and technical understand¬
ing and a general credit system that
would work wonders whatever the fis¬
cal pblicy of any homo government
might be. But they have been nB
voices crying in the wilderness, since
the country was led to believe that
with approximate free trade and the
abolition of all trusts and combinations
the millennium for American trade
would arrive. What a fools* paradise
we should have been in tho war fortu¬
nately has prevented us from learning;
but it is time for us to take the McKin¬
ley vision as a guide to develop the
plans of conquest laid down twonty
years ago by our local experts and also
to take a leaf from German experience
as to the value of combinations and
tariffs at home as tho furnamental
method for the conquest of the world s

markets at large.

8u«plclou».
Laura (as her lover is about to

start on a tour around the world)
My dear Robert, promiso'that you will
wTite to me from every town you visit.
Robert . Laura, is it love that

prompts you to say that, or are you
merely collecting postage stamps.
New York Times.

Major and Minor Defeats
Knickor.A defeat is when the ene¬

my drives you back home.
Outlate.Or else when you don't

dare to go home..Tho Son.

Ruff Stuff
BY RED.

With the Bermuda high, low visibil¬
ity, pitiless publicity anil sharks and
submarines gone, we ..an still find
"Great Cur.s Boom on Verdun front."

. . .

Germans must pay for all 'outrages,*
say British.
"Builders must not block the side¬

walks.'.Major Bowen.
. * *

In October 1S78 eggs were but ten
cents a dozen, now they are 30 and
they're the same eggs too.

* * *

If we have to have 30 ounces of
chlorine in our water in Fairmont
the people of Grafton will have to
drink chlorine undiluted.

* * *

Mayor Bowen was taken suddenly ill
yesterday morning. We understand!
his honor was host to several friends,
the evening before and could not stand
too much cako and ice cream.

. ? .

We can't imagine whiskey beingdumped at the corner of Jackson and
Jefferson streets. That is dumped in¬
to the sewers.

» . t

The Russians have not been told
that it is time to stop hostilities as
their gains were getting monotonousi
and not creating such a big furore.!But the enemy on the western front,'being wiser, has stopped.

* . »

It isn't true that the Bremen is not
coming because it is feared she will
be caught in the railroad tieup.

* * .

Germans say Western offensive is
over. Not tho one that is offensive
to Wilson.

? . *

"Hushes will not shrink from war
to rrotect \J. S." Spirit of '71?

t * »

There's one thing very interestingabout the post office robberies In
Marion countv. That is the robber is
uever caught.

. * *

"West Virginia hen sets on nest of
apples." Forbidden fruit, too.

. . «

Again yesterday we read of some
geezer taking a nap on the rails and
boing dead when the engineer went
back to pick him up. If only we
knew always just where to keep our
heads.

* . .

Many of them have been partakingof Third Rail and figure their place is
alongside the other two.

* * .

Wheeling's greatest problem is to
keop the Stogies supported so that
the team will bo allowed to remain in
tho league.

* . .

Fairmont bought her fire truck a dayahead of Wheeling's four. Wheelinggot hers and Fairmont's can't be locat¬
ed on the road.

. . .

Greasy Neale will coach Wesleyan.Felton. Greasy'B old boss goes to Mus¬kingum. With Greasy kicking them
on side" Weseyan ought to win afew.

. . .

Frank Kramer of Barrackvllle when
fined $5 yesterday morning for beingdrunk said that he didn't havo a $5drunk on and wanted to know if thefine couldn't be cut some.

. . .
If hf» little souse wasn't worth livebones to aim it was to the city.

. . *

Have you sent a dollar to some poorflood sufferer?

Then Why Is This?
They are charging everything totho war now."
"T^y are. eh? Well, I'm getting

my bills tho first of the month, justthe same!*.Browning's Magatine.
Revised Version.

Crawford . What's your honestopinion of the prevailing styles?Crabshaw . The women seem tobe putting off till tomorrow the
clothes they should be wearing to-

(£"*** Our Regular Correspondent.)
l~]~,HE Republican managers profess
I to be extremely optimistic re-

-i i
«*roln* the outcome of the Maine

election, which take, place on Septem¬
ber 11 Both parties hare determined
-?.?0ndJf? *rm3r of «P«*kers Into the
state. The more notable anionic the
Republicans will be Gov. Hughes and
. RoS""'t; Among tho Demo¬
crats will be Senator J. Ham Lewis,
Secretaries Daniels and Baker and a

*.0' others. Two senators (one
to fill the unexpired term of the late
Senator Burleigh), a governor and four
members of the House win be choscn.
The Republicans base their optimism
S2ES-0,0 ,acl "'"t the combined
in,.

aad Progressive voto In

9/nnnexcee<i("1 ^r' w'"s°u's voto by
24.000 votes, and the further fact that
before the outbreak of the European
war .Maine industries were suffering
severely from the effects of the Under-

V,anco McCormlck has
just returned from a survoy of tho
Slalne political situation. Ho was
plainly disturbed by tho prospects and
after remaining In New York only ions

off0?? w° Mange c0,lar he rushed

PreMdenL1'8'011 '° COaier wlth tho

"Achillea' HeeL"
"

th^wi^ ¦i)Ug!1CS """ouncement In

°*f'1 1,0 purposes to devote
a considerable part of Ills attention to

af DaTk «'l,m|ln''/.ra"0n ot tb0 Natlon-
tnn win? by Comptroller John Sitel-
ton Williams. William G. McAdoo and
Woodrow Wilson, is an occasion of

ICOn"ldorable anxiety to the Democrat¬
ic managers. John Skolton William,
Is one of the vunerable spots 111 Ihe
Wilson admlnlslratlon. Had tho a<l-

Wl?sn°.'.,h0Ml,Cr po""claila In Mr.
Wilsons cabinet, such for lnatanc-
rei.rv ^afit,er Genoral Burleson, Sec"
r^rni \7 !ln an<1 f°rmer Attornev

wrm»m
MacReynoIds, been heeded,

S.Iii a
l0Dg 480 iiaye hewn

dismissed. There is a peculiar and
mysterious tie which binds together
11 resident Wilson, his son-in-law Sec¬
retary McAdoo, and Williams, and ev-

wUh fha utmost? ,C<""'lry WiU awa,t
With the utmost Interest Mr. Hashes'
u"ePIofnrhtor,f,th,e myater>- a"d «'o».
ure of the Inside facts. That Williams
lias used his power as Comptroller i0
persecute the national oanks, almost
ruining some of them, is realized by
bankers throughout the country, and

invert ,h°lJr"ei£e baa continuously en-

inJ. n»8i, s of McAd[IJ and Wil-

|r^.,srra,ni8tra"un.
Republicans Fighting.
The Republican nominations for gov¬

ernor of and senator from New York

dfctation oMh n<" 1° b° maJo at £hu
aictatlon of the party convention, Lut
will have to be fought out In the prl-

G"v Whitman was renomi-

Reo
convcml°n a"'l former

Their rfifm 8 "amcd for u°nator.

ever Roh," "J" 0 8 conte8l«l- bow-
e>er. Robt. Bacon, who served with
credit as First Asst. Secretary of
State and for thirty days as Secretary
latfr^mK. ' li008ev'!lt. and was
later Ambassador to France, will make
a conte8t ,n l^e primaries for the son

tdOthafttnHn,,natl0n' whUe 11 18 expect¬ed that Harvey D. Hinman will make

It'ls' tnn f0r,nomlllaUo" tor governor.
It is too early to predict what effect
these contests will have on Republi¬
can chances but tho leaders do nbt
seem greatly worried by the prospect

case of 'be Democrats a corn-

wherebvT»mmaChed ln the ."ventbn
rwl .

Tammany named Wm. F 31c-
Shm* ill"senalor a'»l Messrs. Wilson
and McAdoo named Judge Samuel Sea-
SSLfor governor, so that the Demo-
a.d drfedTffiir. Pr°mlSe '° bc a

Democrats lonore Primaries.
Senator Clark, of Wyoming, who is

standing for re-election, has boon
spending some days Jn New York Sen
a or Clark charges the Democrats o

fawZLT lgT'ag 'he .8»°i
law, which was an issue In >Sat state
for years, but which the Dem -crats
always disliked. The Democrat have
in th«nrl" cantl,datea for the Sonate
In the primary race, although It Is ac
cording to Senator ClarkVeir p".
B KA°nSin V

present Bovorn°r. John
Thls thev »fi,a 7auhy catUo man.
rrna they will effect by havine his

SS? thUt St *2 ,lcket b' Pe'tlon
5» «,i

9 prlmarles bave been held.
By this means Mr. Kendrick will or

Ba.v,01' from that scrutiny by tho voters
which is Inevitable where a candidate
runs n the primaries, and which ?
one of the most beneficial features ot
the primary system. Gov. Huehes

a?Chejrenne.e carnpa'®n on August 25°
"Too Proud to Fljhf'

»« Democrats are still trying to ex-

ot 'he pink whiskers, has dis-

SSSl-7-^,3
the President dld°not mean '"too proud

Our
Weekly Chat
This store is demonstrating

every day that goods and sen-
tlco count most in modern
merchandising. Advertising*
location and many other
things arQ interdependent!/
rclatod to results, but (he
stylo and character of the
goods, and tho right kind of
service are of first importance
This store seeks more busin*
ncss on tho has* your self
interest and asks you to
come here because 1 twll pay
you.

As Fine $1.25
Waists As Any
Woman Would

Want
Wo havo Just unpacked some

s of tho boat looking waists that
g we ever saw at tho price. Made
q of voile, cool and charming style

in variety. Prettily trimmed
with lace, frills and some are
embroidered.

FROLaSET
FrontLacedCorsets
And be sure of having them

fitted correctly, let our corset-
ierre fit you in the fitting room.

Splendid values at $2.00,
$2.50, $3.00, $3.50 and $5.00
and upwarda, and no charge
for fittings.

Before YourFall
Dress or Suit
Comes the Well-
Fitting Corset
To have every new line of
fashion in your coraet re-
quires correct designing
and fitting.
And unless you havo every

now line of fashion in your cor*
set your figure will fail to re¬
flect them.
To make sure of a correctly do-

signed corset wear*

to fight" although those were the
words he used, Tmt that what he really
meant fras "too proud to get llckeff,"
this explanation, doubtless, being based
on an appreciation of Mr. Wilson's
realization of the country's unpre-
paredness. When all tbe circum¬
stances are recalled, however, there
is really no reason to doubt that Mr*
Wilson meant precisely what he said.
In this connection it may be recalled
that after his resignation Secretary
Bryan declared, in a public platform,
that his assurance, given the Austrian
Ambassador, that President Wilson's
vehement note to Germany was "not
to be taken too seriously" was given
the Ambassador by President Wil«
son's instructions. And too, thst wttfle
Bryan was permitted to take the blame
which attached, his pubjlc declaration¦¦.VM two yuuut ueumnuOD i
was never denied by President Wil¬
son. SHHughes and Suffrage.

There have been many Inquiries
to whether Gov. Hughes voted lor t__
woman suffrage amendment In th*
New York elecUon, last fall. A digni¬
tary of tho Supreme Court of the Uni¬
ted States assures your correspondentthat Justice Hughes did not go hi
to vote, and says it Is a tradition,
practice of Justices of the SupremiCourt not to participate In their ataf
elections, oven to the extent of votlni
Only ono, Justice Moody, has gen
home to vote within the memory ot thi
present members of the court.

Enclosed And

Virginian to address given below for

.cents.

Street

On Your Vacation Have

Follow You
When you take your vacation this summer you can keepabout the happenings at home by having the West Virginian lantllQlyour vacation address. Your friends may promise to -writs you dft4but as a rule, they are too busy, and the safe way Is to have your 1vorite paper follow you.
The cost It only ten cents a week. Call at our office or fill out tl

coupon and mall It to the Wot Virginian Circulation Department 1fore you start on your vacataion this summer.


