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WHITE HEATIIER,
BY WILLIAM _Bla\CK.
Agtnon oF CIUpUrn SHakEsreane”

Princess oF vk’ " MagtLgob
oF Dans wte,

A

Ana perhaps, tor one fechile moment ot
fndecision, e nskod himsoll what hiad over
tempted him to put his hond to the plongh,
and to o awny from this quict security
and rrlendliness amd peace, DBul it was
only forn moment,  Of course all that had
been arcued ont before, The step had
been taken @ forwnrd, and not bnekward,
he must go, Still to be sittioge In this
quist little roor, with the strange con-
seiousness thot Meonie wns sonenr, watch-
Ing the nimble, small Nneers busy with
ber kunitting, nnd wondering when she
would raise those beautiful, deep, tender,
clonr eves; andd to think that on the mor
row hour after hour woulid be placing a
gronter and grenter distanee hotween him
and the possibility of auy such dnother
evening, nny, thit It wias not ouly miles
lint yenrs, and perhoaps n whole lifetime,
that he was placing betweon her and him,
that was no  Joyful kKind of n fancy, 1006
bhad been Meonie who was goltg away,
that would hiave been easier to bear,

WOall heriback, Clehrig: Mudal ealls
Ere all of the youtg spring-time be flown,™*

he wonld have erfed to hill and river and
lovh wind gien, knowing that svoner or
later Love Meenie would come baek from
Glnsgow Town,  But his own golng away
wins  very dilterent, and perlinps o tinul
thing.

By nnd-by he rose, and begged to ho ex-
cused. Muocgle might stay for n while
loper with Miss Douglas, if she liked ; ns
for Lilm, he hadd some matters to attend to,
And 0 they bade him good-by, anil wished
him well, and hoped to hear all good
things of him, 'Thus they parted ; and he
went out by hlmself into the clear moon-
light night.

But he did not go home, A strange un-
rest and longing had seized Lim, n desire
1o bhe plone with the silence of the night
perhaps some angry impatience that he
could not mnke ont so muech ns a few triv-
{al verses for this beautiful giri-friend
whom he might never see agnin, He
could write about his dream-sweetheart
casily enough ;. and was there to e never
a word for Meenie hersell ¥ So he walked
down to the river, and wandered along
the winding and marshy banks, startling
many wild fowl the while, until he
reached the lnke, There he launched one
of the cobles, nnd pulled out to the middle
of the siill sheet of water, and took the
oars In ngnin. By this time the redshank
and curlews and plover had quieted down
onee more . there was a dendly stillness all
around ; and he had persuaded himself
that he had ouly come to have a lnst look
at the hills and the loch and the moor-
land wastes that Meenle hod made -
fcal for him in the years now left behind ;
and to bld farewell to these, and carry
away in his memory a beautiful pleture
of them.

It was n lonely and a silent world,
There was not a sonnd suve the distant
murmur of a stredm; no breath of wind
eame down from the Clebrig slopes to ruf-
flo the broad silver sweeps of moonlight
on the water : the tiny hamlet half hidden
among the trees gave no sign of life, The
cottage he had left—the white front of it
now pnlely clenr in the distnnee—sesmed a

hostly thing : a smnll, solitary, forsaken

iing, in the midst of this vast nmphithe-
atre of hills that stood fn awful rommune
with the sturs.  Un such a night the wide
and vacanl spaees enn readily hucome peo-
pled : phantoms issue from the shadows
of the woods and grow white fu the open ;
an unkuown wind may arise, bringing
with [t strange sluging from the northern
pens, And it he forgot the immediate pur-
Fose of the verses that he wanted ; if he
orgot thut ho mnst not mention the name
of Meenie: If he saw only the little cot-
tage, and the mioon-lit loch, and the giant
bulk of Clebrig that was Keeping guard
over the sleeping hamlet, and watching
that no sprites or spectres shonll work
their evil chinrms within reach of Meenin's
half-listening ear—well, it was all a fire in
his Blood and his hrainy, and he coulid not
stay to consider.  The phantom world was
reveuled : the silonce now was flled as
with A cry froom the lone sens of the far
north : and, all mpatient, and enager, and
half bewildered, he seemed to press for-
warid to seize those visions nnd that weled
musie ere both should vanish sl Le
miite :

The moonlight Has on Loch Naver,
And the nlght Is strange and stiil's

And the sturs are twinkling caldly
Abave the Ulebrig hill,

And there by the side of the water,
O whint struigee shmpos are Uhivse 7
O these pre the wild witeli-mnidens

Down frum the northorn sens,

And they stand In g magic cirele,
Pude in the moond
And escl hins over
A atar of golden gre

Ushe -
* furehicnd

O what i8 thely song Y—of anllors
Mat vt mealn shanll spll'
Andd the mousic sonnds ke the sobhing
Andd slghing that brings a ginlde.

But wha isshe who comes yonder ¥—
And all S0 whilte is slie;

And linr eves ke 1, bt nothing
OFf the outward w ean alie soe,

O has=te yon hack, Meenie, hnste you,
Aund buste to your bod again:

For these are the wild witch-maldens
Down from the northern maln,

They open the magic cirele

They draw her luto the ring:

They knueel befora lier, ntd slowly
A strange, sad song they sing.

A strange, sl song—ns of sailors
Thut never agaln shind) sgil

And the music =ounds like the sohbing
And sighing that brings & gale,

O haste you hack, Mesnle
Al liaste to vour bed neadng

For these g i ldens

Down froiu the northern maln,

hinste you,

0O oome witl (s, roso white Meenle,
Toonr sea-halls drapod with green;

O vome with us, rose white Mocnle,
Aud b our rose white gueen !

*And you shinll have robes of splendor,
Witk shie e mnd peards besteewn ;

And n oo ptre olden nnd golden,

And norose white cornl thirone.

“And by day you will hear the musie
OF the ovenn vornge plghor wnd nlgher:

And by ndght you will wor your palace
Ablnre with plisiphor i,

WO come with uas, cods white Meenles,
I v n s dbnngsed with groen ;

il us, rose white Meenie,

our rase white queen !V

O conpe
And bw

Bon (Mebrle heard @ and the thunder
Diown from his tron hand sped §

Al i bandd of the wild witoh-maldens
e swilt shinlek attered, and Hed,

And Moenle awoke, aml tervor

And waonde --..-_ =
And sbe lobke " white valle
.;.ull she lovked 1o the star-li skies, L

0 haste you hack, Meenle, hinste you,
Al hisste to vour bad agnin g

For these pre the wild witvh-analdens
Down from the northern maln

O hear you not yet thelr singing
Come fnintly haok on the breees ¥ -

The =omie of the wild witeh-sistors
Anthey iy tothoe leeland seas,

O linkk—"tls a sound like the sabhing
And sighing that brings s gale

A low, sl sotig—as of syilors
That never sgain shall saill

Slowly he pulled Inte the shore again,
and tastencd up the hoat, and slowly he
walloed uway through the silent nnd oo
Ht landseape, revolving those verses tn his
wind, but not trying 1 the lenst 1o estl.
mute their vilue, supposing them tol
any atall  Even when hie hin b gat hone
atiil fin thie sbilines f his cwn *or
Hy thi fina
wrlt by vl

nyn

| anongn, on 4 INFRe KHeet 01 paper. 1L Wis
with no kind of ceivieal donbit or anxiety
He conld not have wreitten them other
wise ; probubly he Knew he was not Hkely
tomake them any better by Overtetninge
ther,  Ad] the repson why Lo put them
down on nlnrge sheet of paper wes Lhind
Meonle's nane oceorred in them oo shie
might not Hke thet fomilinrity to appear
i her albon ;o he wondd (olil the slieet of
paper, wnd ploce ivin the book, and she
could let it remnin theve, or binrn 11, ns she
chose,  And then he went and had his
supper, which Maguie lind Ielt warm by
the fite, nnd thereatter Lt o pipe—or rather
two or threo papes. s it hefell, for this was
the Inst night before his leaving Inver
Fatndil, and there were many drenms pnnd
reveries (and even fantastioe possibilltios,
| to be dismiksed forever,
The next morning, of eourse, there Wwns
no time or room for poetic funcios,  When
he hind got Mpegle to take nlong the Thitle
book to the doctor's vottaeze, he sot abont
mnking his Honl preparations, and here
his wits nestetod by hls sueceasor, one Peter
Munro, Finally he wont 1o sny gool-by
Lo the doga,
“tinod-hy, doggles, good by sald he,
ns they eame hounding to the front of the
k(-um-t piewwing ot W thironmgeh the wooden
Bivra, and Lk ing nnd whinbog, and trying
fo ek Iis hand, * Good by, ess! Good-
by, Lugar—lad, Ind, we've had mony n
diny on the hill together.™
And then he turned sharply to his com-
panion,

“Ye'll not forget what 1 told yon about
that dog, Peter #"'

1 will not," snid the other,

1t 1 thonizht the dog wins not to he
looked after, T would gef out my ritle this
very minute and puta bullet through his
head —thongh it wonld cost me  seven
pounds. Mind what I've told ye, now:
If he's not fed sepacate, he'll starve: hoe s
that gentle aud shy that he'll not 2o near
the trough when the others are feeding.
And s single cross word on the hill
will gpoll him for the duy-—miml you tell

(1]

ay strange  gentlemen that come up
with his Jovdship—some o' them ktwl[n
ronring at dogs as i they were hall-

| ealves. There's not n betler setter in the
county of Sutherland than that old Lugar
—but he wants ¢ivil treatment,"”

S Jook after him, never fear, Hone
ald” his companion sald. And now
come pway, man,  You've seen to eveny-
thing: anid the mailgig will be here in
half an hour,"

Ronald was still  patting  the dogs’
hends, and talking to them—he seemed
louth to leave theni.

“Come amway, man,” his companion
urged.  “*All li:u lads are at the inun, and
they want to gave a parting elnss with
youi. Yout sister and every one is there,
| and everything is rendy."’

“Very well,” sald he, and he turned
away rather moodily
f4dt when they were descentded from
the little plutentt into the highway he
|.-,uw that Meenie Donglas was coming
along the rond, and reather quickly: and
| for & minute he hesitated, lest she shonld
have some messpge for him;

“oh, Ronald,” she said, and he lardly
noticed that her fave wie riather pale andd
anxtons, | wanted to shunk you—I could
not let you go awsy  withont thanking
| you—it=it is so beautiful—"

“ 1 should hez vour pardon,’ said he,
with his exos east dows, * for making use
of your short nume—"

“Rut, Runald,” slhie sald, very hravely
(though after 8 moment's hesitation, ns
if she hadd to nerve herselfy, ' whenever
vou think of any of us here, 1 hope you
will think of me by thnt name always—
and now gond-hy '

e liftod lLils éves to hers for hut a sec-
ond—Tor hut @ seconid only, and vet, per-
haps, with some sudden and unfureseen
and furewell message on his part, and on
hers some swift and not overgind guess-
| ing.

*inod-hy
They shook hands in stlence: and then
she thrped and went away. and he re-
Jolned Lis companion, and they went on

ctogether.  Dut Meenie did pot recnter

the cottage. =he stole away down 1o
the river, and Ungered by the bridge, ls-
tening,  For there were (nint sounds aud-
Lible in the still morning sir.

T'he mailocart from the north enme rat-
tling along, and crossed the Lirldge, and
went un toward the on, nnd ngain there
was silence. but for these faint sounds
And now she could make outthe thin
echoes of the pipes—no doubt one of the
young lads was playing—"" Lochivl's awny
to France,' perbups, or " A Thonsand
Blessings,” for surely no one, on such an
ogenslon, would think of “ Muscrimmon's
Lament"—

“Macrimmon shindl no mores returen,
Ui, never, nover more return !™

1t wonlid be something jovous they were
playing there to speed hlin on his way ;
and the “drink at the door”—the Iwoch
an [ is—would be going the roand
and mauy wounld be the hand shaking aond
farewell.” And then, by-and-hy, as she
gat there ull alone nnd Ustening, she heard
afaint sound of cheering—oand that wos
repented, in o strageling sort of fashion;
and thercafter there was  silence, The
windl curt had drivin away for the south,

Nor even now g ~he go bpek to the cot-
tage, She windered away through the
wild moortand wastes—hour after  hour,
and almlessiy o and when, by chenee, a
shephernt or erofter came along the rond,
the left the hlghway dand went aside
among the heather, pretending to seek for
wild tlowers or the Hke: for sometimes, it
not alwinys, there sus that in the beantl-
ful, tender Highlanmd eyes which sho wouold
Luve no stranger see,

CHAPTER XXV,
B THWARD,

As for him, 1t was a sulliclently joyous
departure, for somie of the lads about were
Lent on accompanying him on the mail-
car na far as Larig; and they ook with
them John Machlpine and lLis weather
worn plpes to cheer them by the way : and
at Crask they cnch and all of them had a

lass of whiskey ;and on the platform at

adrg railwuy station the elimor of fare-
well was great, Amd even when he hod
2ot quit of that noisy erew, and was in the
third-class compartinent, and thundering
awny 1o the south, his thoughts and fan-
cles were ener nbd ardent and gl
| enough ; and Lis beadn wos busy with ple-
| tures: and these were altogether of & Joy-
| tul and hoperul kind, Already he saw
| himeell on that wide estate—somewhere
| or otherin the Highlsnds he fondly trust
| il e drafning ond  planting and inelosing

heve: thers pruntng and thinning and

felling : mnnufacturing charconl sod tar;

planning temporary roads and brideges;

| stncking Linrks nnd fugois : or diseussing
WAth £ e lompwr s fes Bl dosdrali b ity
(N o SEUTIRCET e W1 e t L FTYLL)
cidiinie i 1 ¢ Ao ng

| e

LY 0 Ner LY ner snonia ennnee u eome
thnt way, would he not bogve pleasare nnil
pride in showing thetr over the plice f

oy, D thomshrs wonl further gl lid, nanid
he siaw Before Bing Chlepweoavith Bts mnsts
ol frs migh ey Tk, oo imsedt nok Wit
otk frivnady gripoof welooh on g tting
| b e Tor Moende, whors woull
b o tho=e copning il goldo nwnned as yet
alstant doys ¥ Far nway from him, ne
donht canidl whnt else conild e espoct B

for mow b aaw her aimong (he fine folk
weven bled gt he shootingodge In Gilene
sule  nmd ehiemding ol of them with  her
sweet nnd serfous bennty nood her gentle
winys—ntd wemn he pleturead ler seatel
on the white deck of sir Alexandetr’s
vateh, o sofusouth wind filling the sails,
uud the happy grat-blne ighlaml eyes
looking forwatd vontentedly enough o
the yellow line of the Orosay shore,  Theit
to e hor fudive il and shining

X

W

T always he had assoeinied NMieenis with
b tiful thines - roses, the clear 1ints of
e dawn, the i pg of n lark in the
beluwe * ] wloor fai bel bt thit her 1ile
waoithd eontitine so, Throcgh these bright
nnsk freshiy combng svars

Yer, it was o 2ind enongh departure
for Wim, for he was tasy ad  enget, and
olly umlons toset to work ot onee.  HBut
By and:hy, when the st novellyoand ex-
citetmend of the travelling wore heginning
to wear oll, he suddenly discovered thit
the 1ttle Maegle, sented in the corner
there, wos stonlthily erying

“ W hat, what, Ings 2" sald he, cheerfully,
W hat B8 i, now ¥

She did not answer ;o and so he had to
got to work to comfost hers making Hght
of the change puinting in glowing colors
oll that Iny Detore them: nnd promising
that she should write to Miss Donglas a
complete acconnt of all her adventires

in the great clty, He was not very sne
cesaful, for the little lnss was  sorely
grievod over the parting from the few

triends she had in the world ; but at least
at least it was an oceupation :and pers
linps in convinolng her he was lkewlse con-
vineing himself that all wns for the best,
und proving that people shonld be well
content to lenve the monotony and -
ness of & Highland village for the wide
opportanities of Gilasgow,

jut even he, with all his eager hopes
nnd ambitions, was chilled to the heart
when at lust they drow near th the glant
town., They had spent the nightin In
verness, [or lie had some husiness to trins-
aot there on beholf of Tord Ailine: nnd
now it was pfternoon—an atternoon dull
and dismal, with an east wind blowing
that made even the outlying landscnpe
they hal come through dreary and hope
less, Then, ne they got nearer to the
such suguestions of the country s
remnited grew more and more grim:
there were patchea of sour looking grass
surrounded by damp stone wolls, ginint
bulldings soot-hegrimed and gloomy, and

| an ever-dnerensing bluegray mist plerced

| end Andrew’'s house, which

| el more or less phoutasimal through

{ white huir,

by tall chimueys that were almost spee-
tral in the dulled light. He had been to
Glasgow before, but chielly on one or two
swift errands covneeted with puns and
pame and Hshiing rods wnd he did not re
wember having fopnd it 8o very elan-
choly-loaking & place as this wans e
was rather stlent ns he got rendy lor
leaving the triin :

He fonnd his brother Andrew awaiting
them . and be had engnged a cnb, for o
slight drizele hnd begun,  Moreover, he
sid he had seenred for Ronnld o lodeing
right opposiie the station, and thither
the younger brother forthwith transferred
his thing=: then he came down the hol
low-resounding stone stair agaln, anod got
intothe eah, ond ser out for the Hever
wius on the

wouth sldeof the city,
And what & ferc: anid roaring Mael-
strom was this into which they now were

plunged ! The dusky crowds of people,
the melancholy  masses  of dark lued
budldings, the grimy tog stones. nll seem

the
ray vell of mist and smoke: but always
there arose the hiaesh wud strident rattle
of the tram-cnrs and the wagons and
carts=a confused, commingled, uuending
din that seemed to il the bradn somehow
and bewilder one. It appearved a terdilile
i‘l:woihln. with its cold I.:rn%' streots and
wazy skles nndd Qs dreizale of rain: when,
in course of time, they crossed a wide
bridge, and canght s glimpse of the river
nnd the masts amd funnels of some ships
nnd stenmers, these were all ghost-like
in the thin, ubiguitoas fog.  bhooald did
not talk wmueh, for the unceensing turmoil
perplexcd and confused him . and so the
stout, philegmatic minlster, whose bilions

hined  face and  gray eyes were far from
belng vnkindly in their expression, -
dre=sedd himsell mostly to the little Maog
Ele. amd sald thoat Hosino, nnd Alesin i
and Estlior, o their  hrother Juames,
were all highly plegsed that shie was comn

ing to stay with them, and nlso assured
her that Glnsgow did not always logk so
dull and misernble as ot did then!

At length they stopped in fropt of o
house in a long. anlovely, nentrinl-tinted
ptreet s ad presently two rather wesly-
looking girls, who turned ot to be Haosioa
wned Alesatiden, were at the door, rendy to
recelve The pew-comers,  Of oonrse it was
Muggle who claimed thelr s attention ;
ansd ghe was currled off to her own -
ters to remove the stains of travel oand of
tearsi trom her face: ns for Honulid, he
wi= nshered at opee into the parlor, where
his glster-in-daw —n tall, thin wonnn, with
a lachrymose Tave, but with sufticiently
watehinl eyes—greeted him In oa melan
choly  way, and sighed, and fntroduced
Lim to the company. That consisted of »
Me. Mel nehlan-—a large, pomplons looking
person, witlhan geay fuce wnd short-cropped
WS ("l\l‘ slare ol |Ill‘l'r\'".-
tion and lofty smile of pat¥onnge instant-
Iy made Honnld say to hlmselt, © My zood
friend, we shall v to pat you fnto yoar
projer place '@ Mes: MeLachlan, an in-
significant woman, dowdily drossed : and
Hually, Mr, Weems, o Hitle, old, withered
man, with & timhl and appenling look
coming from under lock bushy eyebirows
—though the rest of his hair v IRy,
This Mr. Weems. as Ronald knew, was In
a Rind of fushilon to become Lis caacl,
The poor old mun hud been half killed in
u ratlway necident : had thus been driven
from netive duty ; and now, with a shat-
tered constitution, nd 0 neryous system
all gone to bits, wanngéd to lve somehow
on the interest ol the compensation sum
awarded him by the dlway company
Ie did not ook much of o hardy forester
but It his Knowledge of land and thinber
measuring agd surveying, and of book-
keeping and neeounts, was such as to en
able him to give this stalwirt pupil n few

practical lessons, »o far well: and even
the moderate recompense wonld doubt
less be n welvome  apddition to his  In-

wome,

And now this high occaslon was to be
celebrated by a “meat tea,” for the Rev-
orend Amdrew Wiy no o stingy Jersn,
though his wite hwd slghed and sighed
aggadn gver the breingiog into the house of
B new mouth to feed.  Muggle cnme down
stulrs, uccompnniel Ly the other menbers

of the family; Mr, MeLachinn was invited
to Siboat his hostess's right humod ;) the
ubhurs of them took  thelr seits I due
course; pnd the minister pronounced o
tong nml formal blessing, which was not
without a i0e OF two to the specind
circumstances of thelr belng thus brought
together, And If the good mun spoke up-
wirently under the nssumption that the
l|N<|1 y had w particulur interest in this tea-
meeting in Abbottsford Place, it was ns
surely without g thought of irreverence ; to
hilmself the occusion was ong of juipor-
tance : and the way of his Jite led him to
have continmal—aml even Tnmillinr-—com-
munion with the unseen Powers

But it was not Ronuld's alfalrs that were
to be the staple of canversation at this
somewhnt melaucholy banguet. 1t very
soon appearsd that Mr. Melanchlnn wus
an elder—and A rollog elder, unmistak-
all of Andrew steang's chinrch
il come prepared with a notable pro
posad for wiphog off the debit of the same,

CAR M uot wan thiat'H ganig back from
hils word," he I, o his pompous and
T colE yoloe, il Le liompoal Boaek in his

chnte, ntd crossod his hoands over his ca
prcinns i b=t in ooty ntiedl gzl

s s W 1Y T 19 v Bt el
e atpde— thee UL s I WS T

and be |

Ny POCReTINIS meenit—ana  thnere (v e
when ye gt fower Ither members o' the
congregntion to pit doon their fifey ponneds
aplece, Not hut that there's sevoreal in
the church abler thon we to pit doon as
mueh: but ye ken how It I8, Mr. Strang,
the man makes the money, and the wo
peien spednds It e therw's muade than one
family we ken o' that ghould come forrit
on i ocerslon Mke this, buty that the
money rins throngh the tingers o o feck-
Fless wife, What think ye, noo, of Mrs,
Nlchol sotting up her poswny -corvioge, nnd
it's no nine years since Geordie® hnd to
make i composition * And they tell me
that Mrs, Paton's lusses, wlien they gung
doon the walter—aml not for one wonih
in the yenr will they let that house o
| theirs at Danoon-—they tell me  that the
pairties an’ dances they hnve I8 fist ex
traotdinar’, and the wastvy bLeyoml o'
things. Ay, It's them tnat save and
serimp and deny themselves that s expect-
ed todo evervihing In n coase ke this,
notwithstandlng it's s publle delit—mind,
| it's v publie debt, binding on the whole
congregation: ot what abcsay nc il stand
to—there's wnn hundreed pounds ready,
whon there's fower thers wit iy pounds
aplece—thut's three hundred  poanids—
and wi' sieh an example before them,
surely the rast o' the members will mnke
up the remalning two hundred and iy
ely, strely.”
it's lending to the Lord," sall the
minister's wife, spdly, asshe passed the
murmalnde to the children,

The conversation now took the form of
n dlisenssion ns to which of the wiemibers
might ressonably be expectid to come
forwarid at such a junecture: and as Ron-
ald had no F“” or interest in this matter
he made bold to tirn to Mr, Weenis, wlio
sat bieside him, and engage lilm o talk on
their own noeoint, (ndecd, he had rather
taken o Hking for this timorous Heele man,
sl wished toknow more abont him and

| his Belongings and oocuputions, muid whon
| Mr, Weems revenled to him the great
wronhle of his life—the existence of a
ehrill-voleed chanticleer In the back yard
of the cottuge adloin his own, out
sotnewhern in the Pollokshinws direction

Honald was glad to come to his help at
onge.

“Oh, that's all right," said he. *“I'U
shoot him for you."

But this enlm proposal was like to drive
the poor lttle man do with tepror,  His
nervous aystem snflered eruelly ffom the
skirling of the sboninable fowl, but even
that was to be dreadol less than o stine
mons and a prosecution amd a dendly

| feud with his nelghbor, who was 0 dronk-
| ¢n, gquarrelsome, cantapkerous  shoe-
malier.

“ Huat, God bless me ™ Ronnld snld, **it's
| not to Le thought of that any human be-
fug shonld be tortured Hke that by a prite
Deast.  Well, there's another wiy ‘o set-
tling the hash o that screeching thing,
You just go and buv a pea-shooter, orif
one of the lnddles will lend you s tin whis-
tle, that will do: then go and buy two-
pence worth of antibillons pilis—lindeed, 1
ruppose any kKind woulil serve—and then
fire half a dozen over into the bk yaed
My word, when the bantam gentlemun
has preked  up these bonny looking pend
nod swollowed them, he'll nobe Tor tagp

ing his wings and erowipg, 1'm think
niz: he'll rather be for singing the tane of
Annie Laurvie” Bt gy be yon'te not o
ool shot with n peasshooter ! Well, 11
come over and do it for yon—e '!;' SOme
morning when the beast's hungry.
SO But it was diffenlt for sny one to talk,
even o the most spbdued and  modest
way, with that harsh aud strident volee
Iaying down the low af the head of the ta-
Lle,  And now the lnvee-walsteoited elder
wins on the subject of the temperancs
moverment—arrnigning the government
for not suppressing the Honor teatic alto.
gether, denouneie the eallous sellisliness
of thoxe w o ned to T iz
with the devil, nad laving at thelr doop
nll the misery coanseid by the drookenness
of their feldow creatnres, and proudly
putting I eviden e s own position in
the city of lu=gow, s suthority in Lhs
chiaeeh, the regacd padd 1o bis advioe, nud
the solid, subst:ntind sliee of the worlil's
genr thut he posssoll, ns entively due to
thie et that e bud never, not even s a
{qung tindy, Blibed one drop of aleghol,
Now Hotald =trang was ordinarily «»
must abstemdnons person, il no eredit
to him, nor to any one in the Hke case,
for histdrm phvslgue nmd his way of v-
ing hitherto hud oo ually remdered him in-
dependent of sny shech  artificlal  aid
ithough nglss of whilshey on a wet duy
the  hillshde Wdid

3
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on not conie  amiss
1o him, mand lils lined bl
counld steer him safsly through a fair
amouut of joliiveation when thore wild
s come down froon Tongne,  HBut he
was frritated by that lowd wd rancons

voice : heresented The man's arroganco
anid his domineering over the placid and
thlegmatic Andres, who searcely opened
Li.- ot s awd berd and there he bogan
to put in asharp soving or two that be-
tokened discontent aud also n coming
wtorin, Uhey used o osay that clesnli-
ness was next o godliness s but, nowa-
days ve wottld put toind wbstinence hall »
mile nhend of it he would say, or some.
thing of the Kind : and in due course these
tovo were engaged onoa hattleroyal of dis-
cussion. 1t shntl'pnot be put down here ;
for who wis ever consine in morals,
orart, or Hierntore, or anyibing else—hby
an nrument It peed ondy e sald that
the elder, Tadnig ral jer hued pressed, took
refuge In Seripturdl gathority,  But, alus !
this wis not of moach wvail; for the whole
family of the kst thilnu furmer (nov
merely the stident o them il been
brought up with exceodihg care, and
twnghit to wive chaprer nd verse for evs
erything: »sothat when Mrp, Mcbachinn

soneht to orish hig antagoniet with the
Lfadgeon o guotation, e Towpd 1E Was
only o hittiedore e had got hoid of
CYWine isn mocker: strong drink 18
raging : nil whosoeser s decelved there:
Ly is ot wise,” * he wonlld suy. severely,
oW which cheereth God aod man.”™"
the other would retorl “*Wine that
"maketh glad the heart of man' What
mnke ve of these
AW ho bath woe ? who hath gorrow ?
who hath babibling *—they thnt tarry long
atithe wine; they that go to =eck mixed
wine,! What better auathority enn we
Phave s
“Av, man, the wise king snid that; but
It wasun his tast word, lalve strong
drink unto him that is ready to perish,

and wine upto those thnt be of heavy
Nearts, Lot hbhm drink and forget his
poverty, anl  remember his misery no
more." !

“'he devil guoting  seripture for his
own ends,” the Boeverend Awdrew Inter
posed, with n mild fueetiousness

I s o dheegeediud thilng to hear o amin-
I=tar's h s, mnld the milnister's wife,
appedling v hor nelglibor, Mres, MieLach
ll||l

Wihint Is A vorne froon the Proverhs
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1 instantly ne snw thot she was dis.

trossed, nud even more lncheymose thun
ever: and hie knew that uothing wonld
copvinee hee thiat e wag pot o ehithd of
winth ondl of Gl devil s o boere prone hed
Bimsell for having entersd futo any dis
crasston ol ans Kt wi e L this hotse,
where honggle v {o live=he hojetll in
perféct pooord e wmily As [or -
sell, he wished -mt)' todwe ont of it He

was not i his vleht element,

The sulgar

cotapthacener of the fleh elder ireitatiod

Bt the o aneholy  aneenson of his

Elstor dn:lims prossed Wi, bie foresaw

that pot bere was any s biding-nlace for

bim winde he sojourned in the great |
city.

Jint linw s he to got awny? They
Vonweored drg Gasdiod over thelr ton-
drinking in oo wost astonishing tnshion,

his brovher bolpg the snoet dntsmporate
ol all of thom, dndl oliviousiy oo onuting
el fon bels o L el Gilions dhive ks,
Mortover, they b returngd to that fruit
ful topie of tulk—the enpaliliity of this or
the other momber of the con antion to
subsoriie to the fund for paying ol the
debt onl the ehiorch  wand as this invoived
n dhisenssion of everybody's ways aned
means, and of his expenditnre, and the
manner of Hvise of hlmeelf, his wife, his
wons, and dnughters, and servatits, the
very nir secined thick with trivind and
envions thifletartle, the women-folk, of
vourse, being more lognuelons than any,

S Lord help us M sadd Itonadd to himself,
ng he sat there in siletce, " this house
would be a perfect paradise for an income
tax commissloner.’

Howeyer, the fourth or fifth teapot was
exhnisted at lnst; the minster allered up
o prolonged  thanksgiving: and Ronald
thonght that now he might got nwny, and
out fnto the frece ale.  But that was not
to be as yet, 18 brother observed that
It wis gotting lote : that all the members
of the Liouschold were gathered together:
and they might approprintely have family

worshlp  now. S0 the  two  servant
girls  were  sommoned  in to clear |
the tubie,  ond,  that done, they

remdined 3 the minister hrought the fam-
ily Bible over from the sidebioard, and_ all
st &1 il and attentive, their hooks in thely
hand, while he songht out the chapter he
wanted. It was the Elghth of the Eplstle
to the Hamans: and he read it slowly and
clabordtely, but withont any word of
comment or expounding.  ‘I'len he sald
that they \\'ull.l(l sing to the praise of the
Lord the XCHIT Psalm—himself leading
off with the flne old tune of * Martyr-
dom ;" and this the young people sang
very well indecd, though they were & little

interfersd with by the uncertain trebls
of the married women and the bovine
bnrytone of the elder. ‘Thereafter the

minister offered up a pruver, in which
very pointed reference was wmade to the
brothier nnd sister who hind come from the
fur mounigins to dwell within the gates
of the elty, and then all of them rose,
und the mnaidservants withdrew, and
those remnining who had to go began to
get rendy for their departure

“(Come over and see us goon agaln,' the
minister snid to hien, as they followed him
Into the lohby: but the minister's wife
dird not l\»[]n'ul that friendly invitation.

“Ronald,”" the little Mageie whispered,
and her lips were rther tremulous, “*if
you hear from Meenle, will you let me

now '

“PButl am not Hkely to hear from her, |

Inss,"” sald he, with

liy hand upon her
shoulder,

S % on must write to her your-

solf, and she will answer, and send ye the |

news,"

“Mind yve pnss the public-houses on the
way gann hame,” said the elder, by way
of flnishiie up the eveninge with a joke,
Ronald took no notice, but bade the others
good-by, uudl opened the door and went
ont,

When he the street, his first
startled im that the world
wiis on Hive: il the heavens, bat especinl
Iy the sonttiern heavens, were one blize
of soft and smoke Llood-red, into which
the roofs nnd chimney-stacks of the dusky
buildings rose solemn and dark. A puls-
atine crlmson it was, now dylog away
slighdy, npain glenming up with a sudden
fervor. and wlwuys it looked the more
strange nmd bewildering beopuse of the
heavy gloom of the bulldings and the in-
effecin | lemon-yellow of the gas lnmps,
OFf conrse he remembered Instantly what
this must - the glow of the iron works
over there in the south ;. aod ]H‘l"-(‘llll)‘ he
Betad turned s ek on that sullen radi-
el v ninking away for the north
¢ O the ity
imit when he emerged from the compara-
e fquiet of the spurhern thorovghlares
into th tare and toor oF Janisica Strist

i

¥l

nugl Areyll streer, all sronnd him there
seemed even more of bewilderment than
in the day thme., The unceastng din of
tramway-ciard and vuns nml carts still
filled the ale: but now there wis every-
where o flerce yellow blnze of gus-light
plowing in the great stocked windows,

sireaming ol
ments,
ertera nl

neross the crowded pave-
Wl shining on the huge gilded
1 sprawling wlvertisements of

the shiops. Then the people- s conting
oussuree, As of ariver—the men begrimoed
1ov the st part @ here and there druaik
mul by ng . the women with clenner

fuees, Lut most ol therm bare-hended, with

Highinnd stiawls wreappel round  their
shotlders 17 ve soifmged crimson wlow of
the gkies wos searcely visible now : this

hortaonial B of gas-Tght Killed it and
throngh the sellow ginre passod the dusky

phantasmngrhin of o city's fe—the cars
nudl Lovses, the grimy rrowds, Buchan-
WCSIreet, L s true, wis less nolsy o nied

he walliod ouiekly, glod to get out of that
tervibie din . and byand by, when he got
wway up to Port Dondas Bowd, where his
loddging waus, he found the world grown
gt o uder ngidn, and gloomy amd dark,
save Tor the solitary gius lamps and the
tantdidl erimson glow sent ncross from
the southern skivs

Hewent up thiestone stale, was ndmitted
1o the bonse, atil shown o W the apart-
ent that bis brother had secired for

iy b tormerty been nseldl 45 asit
ERTTE L Cwith @ bedroom ity he 1, bt
nuw theae woere sepurited, nnd oo ved was

TH

Jranieed ane end of the little parlor,
which wis plainly and not untidily fur-
pished. When his lagdlady left he pro-
coeeded b paek s thinges, getting out

tirst hils books, which he placed on the
wantel=helt to be rewdy for use in the
mwrning, then he made some further dis-
position of his belongings, sl then—then
somebow he fell nway feom this induasteis
QNS moinl, ﬂ“ll t?l‘_‘l ATe moared a [lr! mare ||.])'
sent, and at Inst went idly to the window,
and stood looking out there. There was
not wuch to Le séen—a few lights about

the Caledoninn Hallway =tation, some
|h:.-i|‘B' sheds, and that faiot red glow in
the sl
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