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' CHAPTER L

Tito tnUtttoea had reached him.
The run was plashiDg dismally on the

gnuT window till and over Iho awning of
tjo hops below. The. street ars went
jiui'Utig by with a dripping lad outside
p. jttugora on both platforms. Wagons
ujul drays, cabs nud closed earringes, that
ratt 4 or rumbled along tha orclinurily
bui v thoroughfare., looked as though they
hni bctn dipped In the river before being
tamed loose on the street, aud their Johns,
a lodri.4gled lot, must needs h&vo some-t- L

amphibious in their composition,
tlss they could not have borne; up against
tur deluge that hod been soaking tLo city
fur two days past. The policouian, wad-
dling uimleaty about at the opposite cor-
ner, enveloped In rubber cup and overcoat,
c ist occasional wistful glances into the
biu room across the way, wherein tho gas
v a.1 til tiung In deference to the general
c! m that overhung the l 'i .rhood,
r . i ,wii pedestri;ui3 ns had to be abroad
iioj mvl along under their umbrellas as
t.io'jh they ha!!' ctrcefe'l to have to swim
hi' r.i'. y eon. d reach their des.'.n..Unn.

Th' li '141b cl 'U3 c f so'i.y .nuukc t ! it Ik ,1

overrun;; the h,"r,,.. f.ir weeks post,
...r.d 1, .t wind fi- - ,r any direction could
n Mi' uUrelv for the simple rea-- t

ul t I'inii eatacka b' the score shot up
in i ' ntskiitsun every sale, now seemed
t ! I'd upon tho roofs and walls, the
wirl,i.s and the pavement, in a black,

i oniferous deposit, and every ob-- ji

t ut of doors that one could touch
v l .1,1 h ,vo its inky risooose upon the
I ud A more depi'cj,.-,in- ".?pell of weath-- c

h i not been known for a year, and
c i n iru. being in sight seemed satura- -

v u the general glootu every living
i , cj.ci pt one. Capt. Fred l,aue, of tho
I" i ' rt'i ca airy, was sitting at the dingy
vm : of his office ia tho reoruiting ien--

a- on eycatooro ptreet and actually
.u,j toftly to hitnsslf in Bupremecou

'Jo li.t.aives had reached him that
i i . thut h.'id served to make

y mil vlous to wind or weather. One
i ; , i ji iu,il, impressive and barin the

: : the Avar department in heavy
,j i t!, iu ujipor corner had borne to
ii'i.i Lntiiicatiou of his promotion to

i i. . (if euptain (Troop D) Eleventh
i ;. ; vice Curran. retired. The other

- billet bjul ftiven him een fireater
It iiuxht he harU to t,ay how

lies he hud read and reread it since
1 i . vl it on the soowy cloth ol his par-.11- -

table in hi particular
i i 1 the snug refectory o "The Queen

' ,' o'j tho books of which most respect- -

r urnewhat venerublo club lii ? name
e. In a liorno among tho list of armyoT

ri..,n;ber3 eer since his "graduation
,' fiiUvu years before

' i.v boyhood, up to the timu of his
i eadelsbip Rj. West Point, had

I a nit in tho city where for tho past
. . ., n.o.'.thi ho had considered himself

f . u. tin t,n ljeing Btoiioned on recruiting
if. l.' iring the second year of his
i the academy ho was startled by

i a ut a bad lu,ter from biu mother,
rj ,.im brii.!iy that his lather, long

i j best known amoii tho business
i 'l a tnu city, had been compelled to
i ; nn assignment. What wus worse,
1 c ! .d utterly broken down under tho
i n, and would proUihly never bo hira--i

'. in. I'jii'id, sensitive aad honor-- 1

, Mr Lane had insisted on paying to
1 ' .i'.',i'i-- t fartbiiijj of his meuna. Kven
t ei'l l l.o'aosu-i- went, and the broken
h ai, 1 i i,in lelijvd Willi his fiJthl'ul wife
t, .. liumljlii roof in tho suburbs. There,
ft few ui JuthH afterward, he breathed his
i t, ft i 1 ihuru, during Fred's Kraditating
year, one followed him. When tho boy
ti i,.r,.d on his career In the army ho wnt
y.ii uijilly oloue in the world. Out of the
winrh of hU fatlwr's fortune there came to
tim u i.tih: sum that started him in the
servi'e tiee from debt anil that herved as a

i ( -- i; to att ruet future neuumulutions.
Tm h. had promptly U'luked uXitil some
Koi'J .ind Mt'e investunent should prtwint
it ,e i, aid, once with his regiment on the
frontier, ilr. J .inn had found bin pay
juuplt for all hli needs.

It n uuifceiry to recount tho hittory
of in. fifU'uii je.irs' service as a subaltern.
bui,. it lu say that, ateeriu( clear of most
it thr te:.iptaiions to which youuj; oflieeis
vi re ,,,ib'i led, he had won a reputation as
aca, iul "duty otQeur," that was a"U!ntul
hu) and thcro by some brilliant and dash
in-- " exploits iu theiimneroua Iiiuiau cam
pai ,s throOKh which tliu KlevTuth had

.i d with no stnfJl crwllt. ljine w:u.
never o'ie of tho jovial WMilsof tijorexi
muni His mood wna lather tncJI urn and
t untiHiplative. Ito rtimlagood deal, and
spent niunvdaya lit tho saddle exploring
tho country in tho nunhborhood of his po' t
uad iu huutiUK (ind hshlug.

llut, frointhtt 'colonel down, there was
not, Oi wau iu. tho hilovcnth viiodidjift
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thorougiity respect and like hinv. A'monf;
the ladles, Innvover, there was oiw or two
svho uvcr krit nn opportunity of lving
the lieutenant a feline and not SuelYtwtlve
ulawlivft whenover bis. uamo camo up for
discussion in the femijihia conelavas occa-
sionally hold in thoregimont. Souiotimui,
too, when opportunity served, lie was
nuido' tho victim o eonis slmrp or sarcastic
speech 'that wiw not alwny easy to bor in
silence. Mr. Judson, wife of tho captain
of B troop, was reputed to bo "down on
Litae," and the men had no diffloulty what-
ever in locating the time when her ohange
ot heart took placo.

The truth of the matter was that, thanks
to ahuplp habits nnd to his seno of econ-
omy, Lane had quite a snug littlo balance
in the liank, and tho Indies o tho reglaiont
believed it to bo bigger than it roallywas;
and, having ajiproved tho funiishlny nnu
fitting up of fas quarters, tho next thing,
ol course, that they ss.iyed to do was to
provide him with a wife. There Use trem-
ble bsg;au. Simultaneously with tho ar-
rival cHiis first bar as a first lieutcnnnt
I hero came from the distant ocmt Mrs. Jud
son's youngerp.liiter "Emmy" and Mrs. Lor-int'- s

pretty nlooo, Pansy Fletcher. Lane
was prompt to call on both, to tako the
young ladlos driving or ridinz, to be atten-
tive and courteous in every way; but while
he did thus "perceive a divided duty,''
what was Mrs. Lorini;'s horror on dUrovrr-iliKthu- t

pretty Pansyhadfallennipturoiitt-l-
in loi e wih "Jerry" Lattimore, as hand-

some, reckless and impecunious u young
dragoon as ever lived, and uothiu but
prompt measures prevented their marriuie!
iliss iflctchnr was suddenly retranspurted
to tha east, whither Jerry wiv-- too hard up
to follow; and then, iu bitterness of heart,
Mrs. Loriug blamed poor Fred for the
wide transaction. Why hud he held nloof
twA allowed that thr scamp thut ne'er
da vveel lo cut in nud win that inuoeeiit
child's heart, as ho certainly did do?
Against L'lttimore tho vials of her wrath
weie emptied coram publico, but against
Lane she could not talk so openly.

Mrs. JiioVim had lieheld the si ddon de-

parture of Miv l'.insy with an i'(iiamuuiy
she coiihl birely disRuij". Inueid there
ver not l.iekiiijf Kc.od Christians in the

Krrinonwho i'iuJed significantly to the
fact th::t sho had ahuo.-i- too hospitably
opened her doors to Miss Fletcher and her
lover during that brief but volcanic ro-
mance. Certain it iis, however, that it was
in her houso and hi a certain little nook of!
the sitting room that thtir long, delicious
moetings occurred almost daily, the lady
of the house lemg busy about tho dining
room, the kitchen, or the chamber; over-
head, r.ud Emily, who was a good girl, but
densely uninteresting, strumming on the
piano or yawning over a book iX tho front
window.

"What Mr. Lane needs is a gentle, mod-
est, dorm stic littlo woman who will make
Lis home a restful, peaceful refugo always,"
siid Mrs. Judson; and, inferentially, ilm-m-

was tho gentle and mo-les- t creature
vho was destined so to hle-- s Hra. The in
itations to tea, tho lures by which he was

induced to become Hmmy's escort to all
'he hops and dances, redouble 1 themselves

ftcr .Miss Flet-.'her'- departure; but it
i m all in vain. Witnmit feeling any r

uiflnity for Mr. Lane, Emmy stood
ady to s.ay "Vos" whensoever he should
It; but weeks went on, he never seemed

- i dv iw nearer tha subject, and just as
.'.frs. ,luJs,i;i had determined to resort to
i. riilc measures and point out that his at

.itioi's to Emmy had excited the remark
) the entire garrison, and that the poor

.Id whs hcr.iflt lookingwan and strange,
i.re was a stage robbery not twenty miles

;'.mi the post. Lane, with lltteen trooper?.
e. ,m sent in pul'suitof the desperadoes, nud
rptured them, after a sharp tight, ninety

!es up the river and near the littlo in
'intrj cantonment at tho Indian reaerva- -

i ui; and thither the lieutenant was car-iod- ,

with a bullet through his thigh. 13v

ho time ho win well enough'to ride, the
,'gimont was again in the held on Indian
i.impaign, and for r,i. months he never

miw l ort Cmtts again. ben Jiu did h,m-n-

had gone home, and Mrs. Judsou's
Wiia something nwfuj.

Lime was out with tho Eleventh again
;i tlii eomoro shnrp anil severe campaigns,

eiveil an ugly b,ullet wound through tho
'tt shoulder in tho memoreble chase after
'liiof Jiejili, was ijuurtermasl er of his
f.'imeut a year after that epnode, thou

iiljutant, and finally was given the re- -

uiting detail as ho neaieil tho top of tho
st of first lieutenant 'i, and for the first
ine in tifteen years found himself once

hup among tho friends of his youth aud
ill a bachelor.
Securing pleasant quarters iu tho ndjoin-- 1

street Mr. Lane speedily made hiniiclf
'.own at thoclub to which he had been
lying his moilwnte nnnuul dues without
:vlu seen anything of it but its bills for
cars past, jet never knowin't jiibt when

he might want to drop in. Then ho pro- -

pedeil after office hours to luuit lipoid
, hum i, aud in the course of tho first week
nfter his arrival he had found almost all of
them. Hailoy, who sat next to him in
luhool, wan no a prominent and prosper
ons lawyer. Terry, who tat just behind
him, and occasionally inserted cnx'ked phis
in a cotivonient crack in lus chair, was
thriviutf in tbo iron business.

W arden had mnna a fortune "on
'change," nud as one of the leading brok
crs and commission mere.hants of the me
trupolU Ho had always liked Warden
they lived close together, and used to walk
tjand from school with each other almost
every day. Mr. Lane had i,tarted on his
qu.-- t with a fi'ellng UrLin to enthubiasm
Calm and reticout nnd retiring a ho gen
orally was he felt a glow of de'ight at tho
iirosuoct of oneo more meeting "tho olt
crowd;" but that evening ho i (.'turned to
his rooiua with a distinct senbo of nisnp
poiutmi'iit. Uniley h,d jumped up and
shaken hands nwt n erruslon or imin
ner, and had "i ij' him for
a minute or two, imd then, ".Vow, whei'J
avQ j'uu utopuijizJ. 1'U ;lw;rnaud ta look

you up tlio II,-.- i au get
nvay, and of conrs'i we'd have you r,t the
hoiiMi;" but Lnnn ciuarly tnvv he va.s en,pr
tn get Ivie.lc tu his i)ek. and so took lu.i
'"nve. Terry did not, l;uuw htm ata until
he began tn lauh, nml then he hhmdly

what he'd been doing with himself
all these years. Hut the mnJi who rasped
liim from top tu tivs wan Warden. Uusl-nes- s

hours were over, and their mooting
occurred tit the club. Two minutos nftej
they had iitmken hands Warden was stand-
ing with his buck to the log fire, hU
thumlMi in the arm holes of his waistcoat,
tilting on his toes, his head well back, uud
most uftnbly and diktinctly pationizing
nlui.

"Well, Fieil, you're still in tho army,
are your" ho asked.

"Still iu the army, Wardon."
"Well, what on earth do you find to do

with yourself nut thero? How do yotunan-ig- o

tn kill timer"
"Time never hung heavily on my hands.

It often happfiied that thero wasn't half
enough for all wo had to do."

"You don't tell met Why, I supposed
that about all you did was to chink and
play poker.

"Hot, an unusual idea, I find, Warden,
hut a very unjust one."

"Oh, yes, I know, of course, you have
Dim1 Indian lighting to do oneo inn while,

but thn.t probably amounts to very littlo.
me'in when you're in iKirmauetit camper

garrUon. I should think a man of your
temperament would just stagnatoinsuch a
,no. I wonder you hadn't resigned years
ngn and como hero aud made a name for
yourself."

The l'fe has been rathermore brisk than
vou lm.nrinc," he answered, with a qniet
smile, "and I have grown very fond of my
propvion. Hut you speak of making a
tistiio lor myself. Now, in whnt would that
have consisted?"

'Oh, well, of course, if you really like
tb army and living iu a desert nnd tha.t

of thing, I've nothing to say," said
V arden; but it always struck mo as sue.

a such a well, Fred, such a wasted life,
all very well for fellows who hadn't brains
or ;nergy enough to achieve ruccc;,'? in the
real bnttle of life (and hero W anion wn?

swelling visibly"), "but not at all the
thing for a man of your ability. We all
conceded at school that you were head and
shoulders above tho rest of us. We were
talking of It boiuc years jgo in this very
room; thero d been something about you
in the papers some general or other had
mentioned you iu a nport. Let's see.
udn t you get wounifl'd, or something.
,'hasing soma Indians?" Lane replied that
lie believed that "something like that had
happened," but begg.-- his friend to o on;
and Warden proceeded to further expound
Ins news:

"Now, you might have resigned years
,n. ti.keu hold of your father's old busi

ness and made u fortune. There's Ixvn a
Kifect boom iu railroad iron nnd every

other kind of iron since tn ,i,mic of '13
Look ot 1 .'rry; ho is rolling i mom y one
of our most substantial men; and you
know he w.is a mere drone at school. Why,
Iivd, if your father could have held on six
months longer he'd have been tho riche-.- t

:i."n in to-j-- today. It always seemed to
ino that ho made such a mi.jtako in not,

ting Ms friends to help him title things
o or.

" 1'ou probably aro not aware," was the
reply, "mat he went to friend aft, r friend
-- o tailed .Hid that it was fho.r l.vlute
,r letusal to help that broke him down,
i'iie most .n live man in pushing him to
tiie wall, I am told, was Terry a father,
who had formerly licen his chief ilcik.''

Well," answered AS arden, in some little
confusion, for this and other matter m con
nection with the failure of Samuel Lane &
''i., years before, were now suddenly recall-

ed tumind, "that's probably true. Dtisiness
is business, vou know, aid those were tough
times in the money market. Still, you
could have comeback bete w hen you left
West Point, and built up that concern
again, and been a big man today hud ynm-ow-n

establishment here, married some rich
girl you'te not married, are you?"

Lunc shook his head.
"On tbo other baud, then, you'vo been

fooling away all this time in tho army, ami
what, liave joii got to show for it?"

Nothing to speak of, was tho half
whimsical, half serious answer.

Wei!, there I Now don't you nee''
That's just what I'm driving at. You've
thrown away your opportunities . 'All
right, btrong; 111 be with juti in a min
ute,' " ha called to a man who was signal-
ing to him from the stairway. "Come in
md see us, - red. Como and i.ino with us,
any day. We're always' ready for trieiuls
who drop in. I want you to nwcf Mr.
Warden and seo my house. Now excuse
me, will you? I have to taken hand at
whist." And so away went Warden, leav-
ing Lane to walk homeward and think
over the experiences of the day.

He had made a name for himself" that
was well known from the Yellowstone to
the Colorado. Tin ice had that name been
siTit to the president witll tho recommen-
dation of his department commander for
brevets for conspicuous and j'allant con-

duct in action ngnlnst hostile Indians.
The Pacific coast had made him welcome.
Busy San Francisco had found time to
read The Altu's and Tho Cluoniclo's corre
spondence from thesceueof hostilities, and
cordially shook hands with the young otli
cer who had been so prominent in more
than one campaign, fciauta Fo and San
Antonio, Denver, Cheyenne and Miles
City were points where ho could upt go
without meeting "troops of fricniK" It
was only when he got IriaL. to his old homo
In tho east that the liouteuant found his
namo associated only with his father's fall
lire, aud that his years of honorable sser-

vici conveyed no interest to the friends o(
hla youth. "Money makes tho mare go,'
said Mr. Warden, In a subsequent conver
sation; aud mouoy, It seems, was what ho
meant in telling Inno lie sihould luive
oomo homo aud 'made a name for him
self."

Lane hail Wm on duty a vear in the city
when a rumor begnu to cironlate to the
effect thut Investment of his in mining
stocks had brought him largo returns, and
men at tho club and nvatrunlv women at
tho few parties he attended liegan asking
significant questions, which now it pleased
him to purry rather than answer directly,
His twelve months' experiences in sjcten
had developed In him n homun-hu- t sardonic
vein of humor aud raada him, if anything,
tuoro retirent than before. Aud then
then all of a sudden thero came over tho
spirit of hisdrenm a merited nnd wondrous
ehiuv;i llo no lunger dc lined invitations
to bulls, parties or dinner when ho knew
thai; cnrtaiii pursues were to "bo preacnt.
Mabel Vincent, had, iu rutwftttl' from a

year 6 tour aortmu, ana Lieut. Jfrel Lnuo
hud fallen in lovo at hint sight.

It was a noto from her that made own
that dingy old oflicc, on this most dismal
of days, fairly glow and .thine with a null-anc- o

of hope, with a halo of joy and glad-
ness such as his lonely lifo had never
known before. The very first llmo ho ever
saw himself addressed as Capt. Fred Lono,
Eleventh cavalry, wan in her dainty hand.
Ho turned his ohalr to the window to.rend
onco again the precious words, but there
entered, dripping, a Western Union

with a tolesrntn.
Tearing it opmi, Lane read theso words:

"All join in congratulations on your pro-
motion aud in wondermentnt tho colonel's
selection of your successor. Noel is
nnmod."

Lane gave a long whistle of amnzoment.
"Of all men in tho regiment I" ho ex-
claimed. "Who would have thought of
Gordon Noel?"
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"Come tip, cyr.vd' ronie vp everybody!
It's rhaDipaynr tiJttij."

The colonel of the Eleventh civalry was
a gentlcmau who had ?ome peculiarities of
tenipernmont and disposition. This fact is
not cited us a thing at all unusual, far the
unbiased testimony of the subalterns and
oven the troop commanders of overy cav-

alry legimont in the rerviee would go far
toward establishing the fuct that all col
onels of cavalry are similarly afllictcd. One
of the salient peculiarities of tho com
manding o.'tii er of tho Eleventh was a con-
viction that not hiug went smoothly iu the
regiment unless the capt-iiu- s were all on
duty with their companies; for, wh!,'e at
nn v tlrrui Colv Uiggs would approvo linkup-plicatio-

for a lieutenant's loavu of ab-
sence, it was worse than pulling teeth to
get him to do likewise for a gentleman
v.lth the double bars on his shoulder.

Cni'fouud the mt,u"' growled Capt.
Greene, "here I've ton seven years with
my troop, saving up for a six months' leave,
and the old lip disapproves it! What on
earth can a fellow say?

'You didn't go about It riodit, Oreeney,"
was the calm rejoinder of n comrade who
bad-bee- n similarlv "cut" the year prevl
ous. "You should have laid siego to him
through madam a month or so. What she
soys as to who go'-- s on leave and who
doesn't is law at headquarters, and I know
it. Now, you watch Noel. That fellow is
wiser in bis geuernt ion than all tho rest of
us put together. It. isn't six months since
he got back from his stall det-ul- , aud see
how coustant ho is in his attentions to the
old lady. Now, I'll bet you anything
you like the next plum that tumbles into
the regiment will go to Ins maw and no-
body else's."

"ltiggs wouldn't have the faco to give
anything to Noel- - in tho way of detached
duty, 1 me'in. I heard him spy when 'fior- -

dy' was coming hack to the regiment that
ho wished he had tho power to transfer
subs troop to troop; he'd put Noel
with the most ovactiug contain ho knew
and i eo if he couldn't gei a littlo square
borico out of the fellow."

"That's all riuht, (Jreene. That's whnt
he s.iid si. months ago, before Noel was
really back, and before ho had begun doing
tho devoted to her ladyship at headquar-
ters. KiLgs wouldn't say so now much
less do it. bho wouldn't let him, comrade
mine; and you know it."

"Noel has boon doing first rate since he
got back, Jim," said Capt. (ireene, after a
pause.

"Oh, Noel's no bad poldier iu garrison
at drill or parade. It'a field work and
scouting that knock him endwise; and if
thero b an Indian within u. hundred mile
Well, you know as much as I do on that
Btibject."

(ireene somewhat gloomily uedded as
pent, aud his companion, being wound up
for tho day, plunged ahead with hn re-

marks:
"Now, I'm just putting this and that to-

gether, fireenc, and' I'll make you a bet.
Higgs has managed thuigs ever sinco ho
has been colonel so that a lieutenant is or-

dered detached for recruiting service and
never a enfitaiu. It won't bo long before
Lane gets his promotion; and I'll bet you
even before ho gets it Higgs will have his
letter skimming to Wiushington begging
his immediate recall and nominating a sub
tot.iku hir, place. I'll glvo you odds on
that; and I'll bet you even that the sub he
names will bo Oordy Noel."

Hut, though he scoued tho idei, Greene
would not bet, for at that instant tho club
room was invaded by a rush of young olu
ears just returning from target practice,
ami the lolliest laugh, the most an pervau
ing voice, tho cheeriest personality of the
lot wero those of tho gentlcmau whoso
name Capt. Jim Hawlins had just spoken.

"What you going to have, fellows?" he
called. "Here, Uilly, old man, put up that
ipelter; I steered the gang In hero; and It's
my treat. Don't go, Forbeif; como back,
old fl'llow, aud Ji in us. Captain, what
shall it lie? Say, you ull snow Dick fas
sidy of the Si 1 1 nth. I heard ueh a good
rig on him this morning, I got a letter
lroni Tomms Craig, who's on duty at the
w.ir department, and ho told mo that Dick
wiw thero trying to gut ono of these blasted
college details. lint d'ye nuppifo a cav
nlryman wants to Iwivo his regiment foi
to take a thin; ulo tpatr"

"Perhaps his health is impaired, Noel,"
said Wharton, wiiu a immorous iwinKi
iu his handsome eycii. "Even cavnlryuiei
have been known to Uavo to quit their h
loved profession on that account, mid g' I

nmotli!inf? soft In the cast fornvearorso."
ho oolQi' nioucted.to NoeVB-cheoks- , but

fn giv-e-" no other iTIgn or nnnorstarlairig
the shaft iib aimed at him. Promptly and
loudly an ever ho spoko out:

"Oh, of course, if he's asod up in aervico
and has to go in to reuuperate, all well and
good; but 1 alwiryn supposed Cassidy was
a stalwart in point of health and constitu-
tion. Who's going to tho doctor's
you, Jack?"

Jack othorwlso Lieut. John Tracy-sho- ok
his head as ho whitied lit tho cigar-

ette ho had juit lighted, uud then Btrctchcd
forth his bond for tho foaming gla-s- i of boer
which tho attendant brought him, but
vouchsafed no verbal reply. Lee ami Mar-
tin edged over to whore tho two captain?
wero playing their inevitable gtune
up. Two of tho juniors young pecoud
lieutenants uVsspito tho extreme eordialitj
of Noel's InvlUitiou, bce;god to bo excused,
as they did not caro to drink unything
even a lemonade; aud no sooner hud the
party finished their modest potation than
thero was a general move. Wallace and
Hearn went Into tho billiard room; Whar-
ton and Leo fturted in the direction of
their quarters; aud presently Mr. Noel was
the only man in tho elubr.oom without an
occupation of some kind or a comrade to
talk to.

Now, why should this have been the case?
Noel's wholo manner wasoverflnwingwi'h
ji llity and kindliness; his eye.-- , beamed and
sparkled as he looked 1mm one man to the
other; he balled ench iu t;nu b his Chris-
tian nitiie and in tones of most cordial
friend-hi- p; he chatted end laughed and
had comical aia-i-. dotc-- i to toll the party; he
wiw a tall, stylish, tine luiriiing fellow, with
expresh e dark eyes and wavy dark brown
hair; his mustiche was the secret envy ot
morel'nui lialfot his associates; his figure
was really elegant in its grace and supple-
ness: his uniforms fitted him lU-.- a glove,
and were Invariably of Hatfield's choicest
handiwork. Appearances were wifi him
in every pense of the word, and yet there
was some tei.son why his society was po
litely but positively shunned by several of
Ins brother oiiicers and "cultivated" by
nono.

It wes only a few years after the great
war v. hen Gordon Notl joined the Elev-- i

nth from civil life, lleeimeof an old
.Mid influential family, aud was welcomed
in the regiraeut as au acquisition, lie
i ii.de frit tins rapidly, and was for two or

'.n ee years as popular a youngster as there
wis in tho sTviee. rh';n the troop to
whl h he was att'itheil was ordered in the
plains, via Leavenwie h. It was a long
jill !Ky oy ii' li, anil oy tuu iiiuo i in
r"'(iehed the oid f vntier city order. and
i.'le'i-ani- wile awaiting them, one of
which, appa.'sntly to Mr. Noel's great sur- -

pvi-,- e, launched him from his lompany uud
lire ted him to report for temporary duty
'.' t !,e war department in the city of Wash-
ington. He was thero eighwen months,
during which Mme his regiment had some
sharp bactlcs'withthe Chcyennes and Kio
wa. in Kansas turn tha Indian Territory.
Taen a new secretary of w;:r save ear to
; he oft ropeated appeals of the colonel ot
the Eleventh to have Mr. Noel uud ono or
two other detuaii'd gentlemen returned to
!tity with thoir respective compnuies. aud
int us they were moving to the Pacific
..att the absentees reported for duty and

.. eet along. At Vancouver and Walla
N alia Nrel seemed to rc;uin h; his joviali-i- v

and goo 1 fellowship what he had lost in
the jear and a half of his nbAjnee, though
: here were out, u;nl out soldiers iu the Elev-
enth who said that the mini who would

t.iy on "fancy duty" iu Washington or
nj where else while his comrades were in

the midst of a stirring campaign against
ho-ti- le Indians couluu't be of the right
,ort.

Up in Oregon the Modoc troubles soon
b gn, and several troops were sent south-
ward from their statious scouting. There
w(i e several In tie skinnUhes be;veeu the
arious detiw-hmeut-

s and the ogi Indians,
'.v ith no giedt loss on either side; but when
"Capt. Jack" retired to tho natural fast-

ness of the lava bed-- , serious work began,
tid hcie Mr. Noel was foaud to be too iH

' take part in the campaign, nnd was sent
i to San Francisco to rucup Tate. The

,'nort bun bloody war was brought to a
close without his having taken part in any
of ii actions, but he iejoine.1 after a de-

lightful convalescence in teau FrauiUeo
wheie it was understood that ho had

broken down only utter riding night aud
day aud all alone soma K) miles through
ihu wilderness with oidors to a battalion
ot his regiment that was urgently needed
at the trout), and was able to talk very
ftllbly of what had occurred dowu in the
Klamath Lake country. Then camo his
promotion to a llwt lieutenancy, and. as
luck would havu it, to a troop utationed at
tho Presidio.

For tluee months he vva- - the gayest of
the gay, tho life of parties of every kind
both In town anil iu gan-Uon- ; he was in
exuberant health ami spirits; ho danced
night niter night and was the most popular
partner ever welcomed iu the parlors of
hospitable s:in r ranetsro. And then all of
a sudden thtre raoie id.;'gsof auoutbreak
among the Arizona Apaches of so formida-
ble a character th std he division eonuiiaud-e- r

decided to send his 'vesidio troopers to
the oneregimenttliHt was trying

tfi cover a whole territory. There wus pa-
thetic parting, witheo c.nd of lamentation,
vhen Mr. Noel was spirited nway with his
!yn ejed captain; but they uinl not hare
worried- - those fair dames and damsels;
not a hair of his handsome head was in
danger, for tho - th had grappled with and
throttled their foes liefore the detachment
from the Eleventh wero fairly In tho terrl-- i

ny, and the latter wero soon ordered to
.eturn and to bring with them, as s

to be coulltusi ut, Aleatraz, tho leaders
if tbo outbreak, who would bo turned over

to them by tho th. To hear Nur tell of
these fierce captives afterward was some-
what confusing, a, from his account, it
would appear that they had been taken in
baud to hand conflict by himself and a
.mall detachment of his own troop; hut
'hesi were stories told only to over credu-
lous friends.

The Eleventh came eastward across tho
IlocMes in time to parth Ipere in the great
'..impulgu against the Sioux m '7(1, and was
on the Yellow-ton- o when Custer and his
f'tvurite eouipnile wure being wiped out
of eristenco on the Little Horn. The news
of that tragedy made many a h'art sick,
ami Mr. Noel was so much ntlrcu-- that
when his comrades started to make a night
ride to the front to join whnt was left of
tho Seventh he was left hi hind, ostensibly
to sleep off n violent headache, lie prom-
ised to ride after and catch them next day,
b' it, through sonui error.got alward lien.
Tern 's steamer, the Far West, and tuailj
him elf souscfulloohiugi'.fUTthovvoiind d
thul tho surgeon in charge was giatelel
and, Luuvviwxjjvnlji'is.of hisjmt."..'"!e,.'Y

gav him a eertlUcnto on which" Tlo" haftril
an application for on uccount of kk-ues- s,

and went to Bismarck with tho
wounded, ami thence to tho .distant east,
wheire ho thrilled clubs and dinner tabled
with gmphio accounts of tho Custer battio
and how wo got up Just In time to save the
rertinatit, of the Seventh.

Tho Eleventh fought nllb rough tho
campalgu of 'To nnd the chaio after CJiIef
Joseph In 'T7; but Nopl was again on tem-
porary dut y at tho war department, and
there ho stayed nntll '78, by which time
various ofllcl.ils had become acquainted
with some of the facts in tho case, 'iho
Eleventh "cold shouldered" him for a
while after he got buck; but they happened
to bo now in a region where there were no
"host ilea." and where hops, gormnns, theat-
ricals, tableaux aud entertainments of all
kinds wete the rage. No other man could
bs half so useful to tho ladies as Gordon
Noel. He had .put i ouie from Wi;?hitv;tTui
and knew everything; aud w hui tuey look
him up and mude mm h of him wa no
use for the men to staud aiuof; they had to
take him up, too.

Lane was adjutant of the reginent.it
thU time; and he, having seen every rep at
and letter with reference to Mr. Noil th t
had lieeu filial in the office, would l.iir.. y
speak to him at all except when on (hi:
nnd this leeling was intensified vvne i. a
year or bo latf v, they were suddenl.v l d

to Ari.ona on account of a vvilo d, !i

of the Chirieahuas, and as the dilui.nt
companiei took iho field and hastei i 1 ,n
the pursuit Mr. Ni,el was afllieted a
rbeiuu.u ic fever of such alarming e' ara --

ter that, the youthful "contract" surge, ,:i
who had iiifompeiiied his troop heli, i i

back at the railway and speedily sei. "i
east on a three months' sick leave, w In i

family Influence soou made six. An i ti.i
was about the record .ud reputation t' t
Mr. Noel hail succeeded in making a
Capt. R'lwHns waj tea ly to bet :e, .

(in ene thut, despite it all, the eift'ii". nt .1

Adonis would get the reciuiiing .!,. ,,
vice Latii, for everybody knew Fred I. o

so well as to prophesy that he would i. y
to lie relievid and ordered to ivj" : . ,s
rptfhii' nt . iti.il evurybou.v was eager
him take hoid of piwr old l "tmran's ,

for if anybody could "straighten a i,ui"
Lane could.

The news that No"l was named by ' '.a
colonel caused a sensation at rc;ii' ' a
headquarters which the Eleventh vvil pi

unt s.viji forget. "Old liigg-.- " h i i .

the commander of tho regiment a.
it seemed that the iivdian wara wv , o,.--

and done wit is, and, thanks to onr pi invr
iystem of promotion, was now at tii h i
of an organization with wl.h !i he ha mover
faerved as sivbaltorn, captoi" t j ; i f,ild
officer. Discipline iorb.uljs ux an it ....
to his face fcj- - winch t!,u culuiiel v. a

thankful but. everybody sun. ta
else that it was all Mrs. li;j ' v

ing, a fuct which the colonel very well ,i . ,

tio did Noel, though he rushed ium t .i
club room apparently overvhelmeil v. i;u
ama.ement and delight.

"1 suppu.--'- d of course it would l !'
I never dreamed he d

give it to me. Come up, crowd: con e nn.
everybody! It's champagne toda; " -- j
jovially biion-ed- ; and tlie-r- wcrameav' i
could not Invir to snub aim openjy. N. til
ing had.iealiy evr been proved a,;-- ,
him; why should ther judge, him- ,t
there were several who detlined, itlleg v

ono excuse or another; and even n,' j
who drank with him did bo wliilu appi..u

Whtirton't, toast:
"Wtll, Noel, here's to you! It ought t

have been Follansboe; but I wish you tua
joy of it."

'cilvpteii m.
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"I thm't 7o)nir fioie fo tW! yon how I re- -

gret haviwj to tniy '.Vn,' Jfr. Lane."
Never before had Fred Lauo known tho

sensation of being reluctant to rejoin Ins
regiment. When tho colonel wrote a per-

sonal letter to him some eight jr ten weeks
previous, tellin; him that Curran vvou.d

almost surely get the next vacancy on tl o

retired list and that he would expect h.s
old adjutant to come back to thein nt oneo
and restore efhcieney and discipline to
Troop D, Mr. Lane replied with the utu.o-- t
readiness; but this was Ufore Mabel lu-

cent .came into hU life and changed us
whole current. How much nnd how de-

votedly he loved her Lane himself never
realized until' the day of hi pmmotn n
reached him, am! with it the news that b s
successor wa already designated. He knew
that within tho week he mjght opect
orders from the war department to join his
troop nt Fort Graham as soou .as he had
turned over his funds and property to tho
olllci'r ih'iiguated to rebeva hiui; he knew
Xoel so well us to feel assured that lo
would uot wait for the arrival'of formal
orders, but, if the colonel would permit,
would start the tnataut ho received tele-
graphic notification from Washington thut

Old ltigin' " uommitiou hid been
"This is Wednesday," ho mused;

"and by a week from today I can court i ti
Id being here; and in ten days I must go "

There vvns a large party that uight, and,
fully a week before, he had asked that l.o
might have the honor ot heiut; Mis Vin-- i
cut 's uscort. It was vv il li great diaappouit-nieu- t

thut ho received her answer, wbl.--ri

was smken, however, in n tune of saichsur-r.i'.- e

that poor Lainvlit, thnMho Imrbs 't
lenst, of tho arrow had been removed.

"I don't know how to tell you how I ro-- v

gret I'Uving to say 'No,' Mr. Lanp," s! e
'o '. end there wa- -' a tremor in hervc o

i.dal:t:lo quiver :t tie cornels of r
pu tty mouth. "I have alum t felt conn- -

!tibbi vou jvoro coing to ask


