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CHAPTER VII.

ir - f.i- - I r i j

1us-- -

"I ' 'c al Carr'. waltsiinj iuUk Atirtlkti"
I was m arly 8 o'clofk wlwn I ccmc

dr vm Tho play was to bej,"in tit 3. Tho
hall, vlri.h wal V.rliliantly Ughttd, w;u

f iirnm.c masa of blaok coat', with
'nr. a red oiiu, and evonin't
ir .si --. colorodthppi.'oploin tln-i-

(hat bowin?. l.niaUiii'j, bcinc; li-

tre 1 1 th''U" plnotjs. Livly Majy d

- fj. "t-- i Danvcrs, sid" by sido, re-- i

ivod ' .ur pue.Ht-- J at tho foot oS ttio
j,j i 1 Ft. in aso, Lady Mary ivsjdpjidcint
Li Hi? i'--' 'ii i tiara and riviexo, wnlling jit
if b io r 'Hi novcr frown: Sir Gocnj?
u, i ,u, cu.irtcous, a trirlo tltT. as most
H.., ,fi country gctleaieii ftN.1 it in-f- n

--.t nt on thomiolvas to bo on such
Ot Bfr-

-
ill.--:

I 'bw. '.v thr continual roll of tho ctr- -

r . ii'i'i
- (oa."ol, tuo lauipi T.oro'.

tot mil ai orchestra, htvuck up, ami
liS v and Lady Mary took tlif;sri

'i. ii c ar.undwth onxioui
lin' I., il,. llci-ow,ln- with neonlfi.
I't ' , ll 1 ti walls! chairs wore
in, .ert'.olioadsof tbo sitting

, ,ri,o nrliTii muh."
" 11 h . 1 i:i' .uTxiiTCd on vho billiurd

All' 11 11 13 llli DrWilll CWll IUIU 115 K1
.

inqr to be married, is lU I know I heard
k bompthinv about one of thorn being en- -

,

satis-;- b -

Yts- - the Eocond son is engaRod to
be-- J

1

f
t l!, 1 V !or a covev of white!

vho ,,iA nd Lite.r tbo htair- -

t at .lu r.vdotl with servants;
Ui v 1 m: -. crammed.

1 Munof it d l :i v worn truttini? on
1 .11 t. I' M a:. 3 eli;jp:ng out of ,

tl hid! 1 tTa.'tr- - l liio great goid and
vsl f rr. wi'in run. . Mhich with tho.. a- -

.1 i ,
i orrr. had bpt-- given up to tho

a t r.-- '' 'k y wera all assembled in the
1 lllU. i- ...ii. how evir, waiting for ono
ct l.icr lad'.'d wlw h;wl nut come
down, i i ti: impter glutting lidwty
and wii; i.g a jout. The two uceuo bhift- -

:y lor k men. M'uo Had
I 1 Al W I v th t . sjouerv, werw sit- -

i ii ii" v jn.v, p rii'. 'ty apatnetic
a ill i'v !. nt '.ii'. 'it. an nt.

i a in - a:id hevcral otlior aetuxb wore
ht.ii a ii j' end :i footman who was
i in' in gne bolt h.j at a tmrpris--

t . 1 tiw Ch; rb- take a glas to
a ' a ' van s'l.venng in an arm-- 1

. .'. .i i.'iaip iiitnek of stage fever,
t v 'r her part. She snuhxl grabs-- i

. , i . ,he did 'o hw eyes wau-- ,

t .. nor f.iao of tho room, whero
' kuues befor.; Aurolia, wiik

, ii auioud star lu her dre&j.

it .ii.i i .lies und ouieraldu llaslied
' ' r.rt on her wiiito nook mid

' w:! llsing the lunt orua-- i
,.h ni1 l .i" with wire oil a

1 1 buttle, ih V" being 110 clasp
' r it- - pl.'i". I saw Evelyn
' '" " idn. and I'harl", win was

.
' n Idi'uiy woi.t oiT to the

i tu co.i'iil.dn of t.ii" coM,
i ' --

i - of lui "ilk i"toe:iir.p!.
k'.fly "t.i.' !i vivy mother,"
; i ntly cdl yl Vcr now
roheit.u, whioh was gimg

.i 1 ji ' vh, was bogged in a hoarse
t to J.Hp going a few minutes

1 t". s wine applied to the hole in
t. ii, and Uhu, overy one being

'. it was felt by all that the
i i.." ii 'Lit had coniu at lnrit. A moro

nil r. ile ) Otiug sot of people I noer
v 1 ,u uy imagined that the ut toru

.11 .i imeu were aa guy off the
'"if, but 1 lound to my aston-i- -

i ii . thoy M"oro all Mifferi:i'
j i I s from sevoro mental dopres- -

. "i . r.'l Aurtlia wero now Kitting
ii i . fiber on tn ottounui bebide
hi p;t' jtin'? Uiblo. littorel with its vari- -

o i in and eroams and utiiKe appli--e- -

l. CJijarh",, who had estab-- '
j r i n on a chair in the winga at

i t.i ,i f! " had to coino on from, and
jW oliampagne with due

i to his paint ovon Charles owned
' i" .'roiifl.

'i vr h to goodnei Jin. Wright
id uni," hu anid. "Ahl there she

i'" hi ,;io aateuded tho etago steps.
iv, r',J(!n uw boll. Wo are in for It

ii' HiVi start, and I come on next.
t P goi the ourtaiu. Wiero the devil
u II. ."1 i; got tti?"

111 HU' v inoniwnt ho was in tho
ni i ou hi t part; tlien I ntwbim

: Io, imi.k and go jauntily
v ..uinciit uioio and thero

UI?kr; is fold a Tl)ri!lircj Slory

of BaflGd $rime.

was a thunder of applntlKo. All tho'ncl-or- s

looked sit each other mul smiled a
foebl? Millie.

"Ho will do." said Gen. Marston, the
Indian ol'n'i-r- . win i, now in the dri-s- ol
im old ias'n"ii livery servant, tv.i.eoed-o- d

to mourn hi slops, it (lnv.'i i"fl upon
1'if iLat 1 W'w Mi-si- n ; the play, at.d I
hurried Imi i" to fir 1 Cn trie c nvuKiir;
the audi nee wit l th" utnio- hiv.
and uvuliuily iiiyf liim 11' exceed-
ingly. T'ii u Il.i lyn came on lit j t

who in I'i't 'i a of n

pV.y? It - t iflicii-- i to wty tiiat Aurcha
looked c'l'ir mug. and muny vvci'o the
w!nn"rc'l i ", iv ntn on hor t i.r'ulicou!
j",'i!': ''Vi. on th slim" !''''m Mir
lus"od hi"" a iii".ifh as A'iv '.: i - : 'i.i - d
KvC'lyn ciT ;!.

llalph and Caw di 1 uvll. b.it Charles
was tho fiivont with uv-r- n,".o, "rom
tho IJiiflii'.- -- o'" ( Vushi:nloii ;n tho front
nj-i- l to thf h n'di'rv maid oti ; m Kiir-

(i:i (l W HI Ixild, SO Wli'ltl i, ho m- -

pinuatinK. " his plniivd rap nnl thoii
doll;, no ",':.ntly rir.-- v"!i- - 'i he
wi;i"d hU v: ul upon hin 'cm V? h.ird-hrrchie- f.

II" tool: ovcry ou 'h ,iK by
M.orui. Ii.ujili. who ail
!'ji virt'n-.-- . wiiii rathur ituS uukli'S
and a I'lKi' m.i mm. va nowhcl,'..
Wln'ii th" ruii 'iin fi-- for t tie lii'-- t tinif,
aiuul tfii'at tri'l cotitimu'd appl'inip, tho
"h""ivy rii'liiT." Rilph, Anrolia nil
v.- ; v.- - ''1 r. i"d a-- , thev passed lvfoi"o
it: hut Cli r!i--- , vh. appo.i'-'-'- d l;wt, was
tho hero f tl "."i.:img.

"lie i cni.'..''d to liifl ooiuin, Miss
Di irii'k. imi r h".--' a lady near :n(; in
a loud wt.i in trli'iid.

"Il'i'h! y . CharlijM can't imirry.
Ilrad ovi"" ( i la i"'it. Ti, y r,ay she- - i

altaiihod to r :! i f iipr ro'i"i;i-- . Vmt T for-;n- i

which. I am not Kiiru it was not the
o1hT O110."

"wt ood lo..kinj frirl in diamonds who
,Jt,,a rT":r,;I.""J -- daunt. A lot of
m"ncy, I boliwe, but not murh in the
way of family. Griindfathf r sold mouse
lraI"' ln "inningnam, ho jinopi,) say.

"o looks lik.i it," replied the other,
wh" lmd daughters out, and could not
afi'ord to let any praKe of oilier girls
i " " ' - " -
she will bo rti ut later, you will S"o."

Tht play Ving over a geni rul move-
ment, now Ft't. in toward th" drawing
room, whero the bind was already in-

stilled and making its pivaonci kaowu
by an inspiring w.tltz tuue. lu n few
moments twenty, lliirty, forty cou"..ha
were swtiying to tho muic. Auvclia in
bur acting was dancing away
with Ralph in his rod Rtuckuigs; (.'arr
with tho "heavy i.u!li'T," aud Cinries
in pro-ai- evening dre-- a M-- flying past
Mitii Lvelyn, who, no that sho had ef-

faced her beautiful stage complexion,
looked palu and grave as ever.

1 nipposo it wa3 a capital ball. Every
ono seemed to enjoy it. I did not dance
myself, but I liked w inching thu others;
und nlier u tiiuo C'hurles, who had been
danei'ig indef.itig.ibly with two school
room girls with phrtaiis, came and flung
himself down on the other half of the
ottoman on which I wa3 Bitting.

"Three times with each," he baid, in a
voioo of oxtruine exhaustion. "No fa-

voritism. I luxvo done for
now."

"What! Are you not going to dance
any more

"No, not unless Evelyn will give me
another turn h.t' r, which the probably
won't. There si. gma with Lord Ursnk- -

water again. Iio" I tbj diidif that
yuujig nuu: Ai- - t uos at t..irr: MulUuig
witn Aur 'lij! Ho neeiiia to be leaping
on lier te- -l a gi. 1 di d, aud che looks
as. if kliu were ted ting him so, does not
shu? Thero, they havo subsided into the
bay window. I thought she would not
fatand it long. He dm-- not d.uico a M'oll
an iie awu. Heigh-ho- ! Come in to pup
per witn me, iuliMJeton. xm biipper
luoiii will be emptier now, aud I am
dying of hunger. 1 mt must bu the same,
for you had no ro';ular dinner any move
than wo had. Cowo along. We will get
a tertain littl j table for two tliat I know
of in tho bay window, where I took tho
fair pigtail just Iww, to the eiideut
anxiety of the p;u-oin- chignon who was
tit tho largo table. Wo will have a good
feed in peace and tjuietsie.vi."

In a few mimic we wero established
in a quiet nook in llie Riipper room,
which was now iuif empty, and wore
making short work of over thing bo-fo-

us.
"How well Cnrr acted!" said Charles

at hiht, leaning back and leisarely sip-

ping his champagne. "1 can tlvnk of
soi'iething be.iidea food now. Did not
you think ho acted well?"

"Yes," I miid, "bnt you cut him out."
"Did I?" baid Churltu ntweutly, bin;k- -

oning to somo lobator salad whinh wa
pimslng, "IIivo Hdmo? Do, Middletim.
We can but die once. ou won l." YV eil.
1 will, Ilavo ou otton Bei n Carr act

".m .i i",' Itiil. 'I ii'- - el : i him I'll
I ec.iH' o.i b it d ' I'.yj lliA'iil-u'o- l .t "

"Tndi"!(l! Oh, fanr.iod you wnro quite
old triondR."

"Wo litudo prwit friends on tho
BtoanK r."

'Hid yon ce tnnch of hlni in Lou-don'-- "

ho n&kftl, lillin? up bin gins and
initio.

"Noi mufli, nitMirnlly,'' Isnld, hittyh-iri?- .

"I w.io only In Iondon two nia;ht."
"Ah, I fulfil. Vtn-.- prood of you, I

am Miro, to c nuo down hero to BtKn at t:r
your urrifll. Vou wmtld hardly havo
seen hiai at all pinrc you landed, thun'r"

"Cnrr? fK," 1 thinlrinr thft
CharliT--' talk wai becoming very van;ue;
though whfn I rallied him about it noxt
day ho tusbiir'id mo it had been very
much to tho point indood. "We dinod
and wi;iit to tho play together, and had
a rathcir naMv accident in the lmrRain
on our way huiO"."

"What kind or accident?"
1 told him tho particulars, which

poiMed to in1"re.t him very much.
"An 1 yon had all thoo .inwols of poor

Plr .Tohn'.. with ou no douot," continued
( liailci. "Vou said you had them nn
you day and niht. 1 wonder you were
lif't rcHoved of them."

"That, ih just what Cur said," T went
on. "for lie lo-- t something of hi, poor
fi'llovv. I'iw(" I had left them with
.lime in n in a fife place."

1 did nut fiink ittn ces.-arj- " to mention
lb."' :. c: 'Idy.

"OL! so Cut knew yi.i had chari?" of
them, did h:?"' aid Charles. "Have
comii of theso ;mf. Middleton; the
whiti onj am tho bc-it.-

"Yes."' I Raid, "hewi'n the only pernon
w h 1 1 any idea of such a thing. I a"i

i 't eful, I cau tell you, and I di 1

no an to have half the ahtp's com-p....- -

knov t'.iat I hvl valunble.n to sntii
an umouiit upon ma. When I told June
about then"

"Gli, then, Jane I bep lier pardon,
Mias Middl' tc i w-v- i nwaro you had
them vrith jou?"

"Of "ot;rc." I replied, "and she was
quit at thtn when I showed
them to her."

'1 hope," continued Ghailes, with his
chariuim; biuilo all the more charmini;
b..vmis!) it was so rara "that Sliw Mid-dleto- n

add mo to tho number of her
friends swau dr.y. I llvo in London, you
know, but 1 wonder at Ir.lies caring to
live there. No poultry or rani a, to
wlvch the feminine mind tutuilly clings."

" Jazio .ieonis to bko it, 1 naid.
"Ye," replied Charlo, meditatively.

I daiesay the is very wise. A woman '

who KvPri ali nu is much safer in town
than in an isuhi W house in the country,
in wise of live, or thieves, or"

"Well, 1 don't know that," 1 said. "I
don't see that they are so very nafe.
Why, only the night before I came down
here" I stoptied. t had looked np to
catch a nuddcn gliuipso or' Cm-r'- s face,
palo and urn asy, wi'iohir.givsin a mirror
opposite. In a moment 1 saw his face
turn wailing to another Evelyn's, I
think and both were gone.

Charles li'ht steel eyes wero fixed full
upon in .

" 'On'v tho night before you came
down here.' jou were Miying," he re- -

I1. 1 1, ! .. 1 1. Iif -uiaiiiiM, r uuiiis uuciv uuu tutu euuiuug
them as usual.

"Ye-.- : o:.ly the night before I came
down here cir lion e wiw broken into."
And 1 gave him a short account of what
had happ.'nod. "And only tho night be-

fore, tiutt,"' I added, "a poor woman was
murdered ui .Taut old house !' rtT'meml r it espeoi illy b I
the htmbj by mistake, noi knowing
had moved. Mid 1 s;.v her, poor thing
sitting by the fire. 1 d ui't see that liv-

ing in town is t mn di t iter for life and
prop rty after nil."

"Dour me! iu. You are right, jier-fect-

right," said Charles, dreamily.
"Y"onr oivr'a esperieiice prove--- , it. And
that ether j.o ir cvcattire oi.ly the ni,.;ht
loforo and i'i Mifa Middloton's former
house, teo. Wi ll, Middlfit.in," with a
stait, "I suppouo we ought to bo going
back now. I h,:vi got all I if vou
have. I wond'.r what tinioitis? I'm dog
tired."

Wo the ball room to find
tho last wiiitii being played, aud a crowd
of jKopla tuKing leave of Lady Mary.

'Whorois latlurV" asked CluilleMts
Ra'ph c:ime tip. "Ho ought to be here
to srty good night."

"lie's goiu to bed;" said Ralph.
'Aunt Maty s"iit him. lie was q.iite

done up. He lav U-e- on his legs all
day. I oxpect he will be laid up

In a tpiiirter of an hour the ball room
was empty, and Lady Mary, who w.ij
dragging herself w inly toward tho hall
as tho lut carriage rolledaway, felt that
i lw might safely restore the balanvo oi
hor mind by a suda.-- lapse from t 'ne
gracious and to the acid and
severe.

"To bed! to bed!" slw kept repeating.
"Where is Evelyn? 1 ,Ult hjr arm.
Gen. Marston, Col, Middleton, will you
luve the goodness to go aud gleuu up
those young jieopl '? Mis. M.uston .uid
Lady Delmour, you must both bo tired
to deatii. Let us go on, aud they euu fol-

low."
lien. Marston and I found a whole

(lock of the said young pi opl" in the li-

brary, candle in liana, laugmu," and
t.ilV.ing, thinking tuey were going t.i.i!
moment, but not doing it, aud all, in
fact, listening to Charles, who wee ex-

pounding a theory of his own respecting
ball dresses, which see'iv: 1 to meet with
the irreatctit feminine di ri' ion.

"FliBt taku your si!': slip," he was say-
ing an wo camo in. "'ihi.-r- e U noibvi.g
indiscreet in mimiani iig a hp, i th re,
Kvilyn? I trum v it, t 1 hctrd Lady
Delmour telling Mm. Wright that all
well brought up young ladies had silk
Bli).. Then"

JT f.Tpo-- e. his i""i irauce mora en-ti- n

i i i . iie.i. ' r ll.i'. lvn. "1.
u.i an go 10 i uud leave Imu to Uo--

forth' To mon who knoVna little allitm-- 1 mfdoor. "With a proson6a of rfiirifl
ualf." I am glad to say rarely deserts

"Oh, Ralph!" oaid Aurelia, pointing to niu I blow out my caiidlo, slipped to tho
tho jowclj on her ueck and tumsj "be- - or noiflclesely oponed it a chink,
foro wo go I want yon to tako bitolt tlicso, Somo ono was coming down tho corri-- I

don't liko leuping thorn myeelf) I am dur with tho llghtnosa of a cat, caudlo
afraid of them." And sho lieEau to take
thsin off and lay thotn on tho table,

"Non.onso, my pet. Keep them your-
self and look thntn up ia yonr drcsoing
car5o." Anil Itaiph held thorn toward
her.

"I havou't got a dressing oaso," raid
Aurolia, pouting, "and my hat box won't
lock. I don't liko luring them. I Minh
you would k&op them yourself."

tW1.nl" .,.,1,1 I'nlr.l, ll.,..,1 fnll,.,,iuiiiwi I mint Ii.i,i'ii4 miu iiuii;i uiir
pono to bed. He can't put them baok '

into hi? safe, and be keeps tho key him- -

slf. Where is the bag tlioy go in?"
Aurelia paid that filio had seen him j

put, it behind a cortnin jar ou the chlm- -

noypieoo in tho morning room, and Cart
wc.il; for it, Fhe following him witb a'
caudle, an all the lamps had beou put
' ut. They presently returned with it.
and Tlnipli, who had been collecting all
tin; jewels ppreid over the table, cliovel-- 1

ed Vnam in vih llttl" ceremony.
"Either." he said, again looking

ri'iind and swinging the bag, "what ou
eti'tu em 1 to do with them? Ah, well,
h'TC gnesl" and he opened ti side drawer
in fi nv'sivo writing table and ehoved
the brtg in.

"Thri," he said, looking it and put-
ting the k"v in his pocket "thoy will
do very well there till Are
you con rant now, Aurolia?"

"Oh, she said, "Iamif you aro."
Aiid sho bade us good night and follow-
ed ia tho woke of the others, who wire
really under way at last.

As we all trr.rap"d wearily up stairs
to tho smoking room I saw Charles
draw Ralph asido nnd whisper some-
thing to him.

"Nonsense!" I heard Ralph say. "Safe
enough. Dofides, who would suspect
their being there? Juat us safe as in the
st.oii bo-- . Brahma lock. Wou't ba
bothsrod anv snore about them."

Charles shrugged hlj shoulders and
mart hed off to bed. Ralph and Carr
like n-i- went off shortly afterward to
th' ir rn ms in the lodgo. Cnrr looked
tired to death. I went down with them,
nt Ralph's request, to lock the door d

them, us all the servant- had gone
to bed.

It v 15 a tine night, still and cold, with
a bii mo'iti. It had ovidetitly been
suo..ig ; 'i for thero was not a
trice of wlipeli upon the ground, but it
had ceased now.

"Good-nigbt- P called Ralph and Carr
as they went down the steps together. I
watched tile two figure--; for n moment
in the moonlight, their fooNtcps making
a double track in the untrodden snow.
The cold was intense. I drew back
shivering aud locked and bolted the
door.
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ft''-- . ':y'"-;y)- - !, , I tl5J V .

J turn CJinWi's rtlt rriii? i(7j;iii(.
If is very seldom I cannot sleep, but

I could not thai night. There was some-
thing in the intense quiet and repoe of
the gr.'at house, after all the excitement
of the lust few hours, that oppressed inc.
Kverything as I hy awake, so

silent. There vas nor a
j wn,a ju the wide grate where the la"t

a.sliiMit the Ju',-- ' or suently y.ving up
tl. v',ho.t; i; n a r.ii.ible of wind in the
old chimney which In 1 had so much to
ay the ni'-Mf- l?for. I toss-e- and turn-- ' '

d. and vainly sought for sleep, now on
this sjdo, now on that.

At kv-- t I gave tip trying, half in the
hope that it i.dgiit steal upon mo una-- (
wave-- . I thought of the phy and thj
b i!, of po' r Cli irios kinl hi d jts of
:.! thing and i verything, but it m.is r.o
gjol. In ihn mills'; of a jumble of dis-oon-

clod idens I midd'ni lound myself
listi niag again to th client i listening
as if it had been broken by a uinind
wl'ih I had not heard. My watch
ti.i cd loud and loudor oil the diwsiug
table, und pn curtly I gave ipiito a rtrrt

the d'.'.tant f table clock tolled out t..o
hour one two three four. I h..d
gone t .i bed before 8. H'.J I only been
uovuko an hoar? 1'. :oenied itu ivdible.
GMUti'- - up on tip toj, vaguely afrt.i.l
ui self of breaking the silence, 1 noise-lesl- y

pus'std iioidn thy heavj curtains
and tookrd mil.

T.h moon b.i I s l, but by tUn fro-it-

t tirUght the outli'i" of thu gre it snow
lal"n trees nnd the wHo s'.veup of white
drive wore sMll dimly visible. All was
sil'ini without us within. Not a branch
moved or let fall its freight of snow,
'l'hi re wim uot a breath of wind siirriiig.
1 w.wi on the point of getting buck into
bod whou I Uioiignt in tho dintaueu I

heard n sound. I listened intently. No!
1 iniiHl luivo beeti iiUbtakin. Ah! ag.uu,
and nearer! I hold my breath. 1 could
distinctly hear a .ttalthy step coming
un i.h. s .i',;.-- .. My room was the nearest
iui"M.'i. ,m' i io of to" coiTid'H , mid

. u one cuuiiiig up ttio tana tniot pasi

'.n nnnd. as a faint light phowed mo.
Anothor m&mnfc and I uaw Charlc, palo
and liagh'-u'd- , etill in evening dreis, com-iii- ft

toward me. Ho wa.i without bin
bIio-ji- . Ho passed my door and went
noibolessly into his own room, little
further down tho paawgo. Thora wan
tho fiiinboat Buspiolon of a sonud, aa of a
key beinjj Rently turned in tho look, and
then all wad still again WW than over.

What coum uharls liar boon after, 1

wondered. Ho could not have boon to-- '

turning f'oin toolng Dsnis, who win not
only murk bet ter, but was in the room
beyond his ovn. And why had ho etill
got on his evening clothes at, 4 o'clock in
the morning? I determined to auk him
about it nest day an I got baok Into bed
again, and then, whllo wondering About
il and trying to p warm, I Jell fat
a"!e-p- . I was only routed, sfter being
twx-- called, to fitid that It wiw broad
daylight, and to hoar the boxes lioing
carried down of many of the guefts who
wore leaving by an early train.

I was late, bnt not so lute as pome
Rreakfast was st'll going on. Evelyn
aud Ralph )ind been up to see their
friends off, but G"n. and Mrs. Marston
and Can-- , who wrs on, camo in
after I did. Dady Mary and Aurelia,
wero having breakfast in their own
rooms. I think nothing is more dreary
than a long breakfast table laid for '

large number with half a dozen pick- -
nicking at it among tho doirrw left by
earlier ravages. Evelyn, bnhind the
great silver urn, looked pile and

and had very littlo to say for
herself whan I journeyed np to her
end of the table and sat down hy her.
Sho aEkcd mo twice if I took sugar, and
was nor bright aud alert aud rea iy iu
conversation, as I think girls should be.
Carr, too, was eating his breakfiv-- in si-

lence besido Mn. Marston.
It was not cheerful. And then Charles

came in, li'tlois nnd tired, and without
an appetite, Ho sat down wearily on
tho other side of livelyu and watched
her pour out his cotfee without a word.

"The Carows and Edinontu and Lady
Delmour and her daughter have just
gone," oaid Evelyn, "and Mr. Drnis."

"Yes," replie 1 Charles, ng to pull
himself together; "DenLi cams to my
room before he went. He looked a
wreck, poor fellow; but uot worse than
somo of us. These late hours, these
friakings with energetic young creatures
in tho schoolroom, these midnight revels
are too much for me. I feel a perfect
wreck this morning, too."

Ho certainly looked it.
"Have you had bad letters?" eaid

Uvelyn, in a low voice.
He laughed a little a grim laugh

and shook his heud. "But I had yester-
day," he added, presently, in a low tone.
"I shall have to try change of air again
soon, I am afraid."

I was jn-- t jning to n-- k Charles what
h" !iad been doing walking about in his
socks the night before, when the door
opened, and Ralph, wuoe idven.e 1 had
not noticod, ciuio in. Ha looked much
perturbed. It t eemed his father had baen
t.iKun siu'.denly and alarmingly ill whilo
dri-ssii-

In a moment all was confusion. Eve-
lyn precipitately left tho room to go to
him, while Charles rushed round to the
si able i to send a groom on horseback for
the nearest doctor. Ralph followed him,
and the remainder of the party gnthered
in a Utile kuot round the fire. Mi-- j. Mar-
ston expressing the sentiment of each of
u when she said that she thought

wero very much in the way when
there was illness iu the house, and that
she regretted that she and her husband
had arranged to stay over Sunday, today
being rridiiy.

"So h.ne I," slid Carr; "bnt I am
sure I had better have refused. A stran-
ger iu a sick houe is a positive nuisance.
I think 1 shall go to towu by an after-noo- n

train if there hi one."
"ITpt.n my word I think we had better

do the same," said Mrs Marston. "What
do vou nay. Arthur?" And sho turned
to her hu'ib.'.nd.

"1 qiuri go to day, anyhow on bttsi
tic-s,- " i aid Gph, Mar.iton.

"1 hope no one is talking of leaving,"
said C.;.u le, who had returned sudden-
ly, rather out of breath.

As ho spoke his eve.- - wore fixed on
CaiT.

Yet, that is exactly what we wero
lining." said Mr.i. M.u'tou. "Nothing
is so tiri"-"om- a having visitors on oat's
hands when there ii illness in the house.
Mr. Can- - was tiim.ciug of going up to
Louuon by the afternoon tram, and t

have a vor good lniud to go away with
A "tlmr inai'ad of staying on and letting
him come back hero for me
aj we hr.J tjtoiided."

"I'r.iy do not think of such a thing!"
tviid Charks, really with unnecessary
earnestness, "Mrs. pray do
uot alter your phuis. Caul" in a much
sterner tone, "I must log tfmt you will
not think of leaung us today. Your
fried, Col. Middleton, is staying on, and
wo caiuiv t allow you to desert us o sud-
denly."

h was more like i; command than ar.
iuviiauou; but Carr, usually so quick to
take a slight, did not scorn to notice it,
and merely said that he should be happy
to go or stay, whichever M"ns iuom iu ac-

cordance with the wishes of others, and
look up the newspaper, lie uud Charlen
did not seem to gut on well. 1 could sue
that CIuuIm had not seemed to take
to him horn the very lirst, and Carr cor-tuiii-

did not appear nt ease in thohouta.
I'crbiijw Charles felt that ho had rather

failed in eoartmy to him, for dcrlng the
reinu idol' of the in, .rieng hn liar. :y let
h.m t il! of ins u.,ht. He uok 1 ui to

bco tho Stables. tTior.gb Cnrr openly do.
clared that he Aid not underhand hwses;
ho thoM'ud him hi colleotion of Zuu
weapons ititbo vwtibnlo; lie oven atarted
a game of billiftfiu with him till tho ar-

rival of tho doctor. I do not think Car--
took his attentirni in very gnod p".r.
though he. was too well mannerpd to .o
U; but he looked relieved when! ii.rlis
went upatalrg Mtth tiio dootoi, an 1

pitch wl Ida cue into tho raok at onci ,

nnd cams to the hull fire, when 1 wn .

sitting, and Mhere Aurelia piwenUy
joined uh, fresh and Mailing, in the pr-t-- j

riest of morr'inn! gowai. iW r. otii m?
In tho hall. It was in tho t. iHr of th
houfe, and eveiyone n.)ai:.; . p or ti j v.
had to pnwi through it. i1l',. :iow it wa
not to tempting an abod ) in usual, fo
tho flower and part of the had Bl

ready been removed, and the bera board'
with thtdr wooden bu; p. . iii (.sveauai-o-

diseomfoit to th" v-- l. ' pla .

Auiiilia. opri"d wide of horror v

hearing Sr Ge,,,. s i'l. Kite ev ;

got nut a tiny lnce 1 hr.v.dkerchi f
butbtf'je i lu.d titue t w- ip
much iu'oitard 'pUl her pretty i e
tho doctor rt spejred. aecoti!p(in!ed y
Charku end Ralph, und w all learned '
our great relief that S''iv (Jeorgo, thotn;!.
ni'doubtediy ill. w- s in t dan'feroU-l- y t

at ire-en- t, though u; grea'-'-- t car
would he t. Ledy Mary i:n
imdertakeii tho in.r ing (.."lier l.rothct

and ia her thu d "Ct ospl'tv.-- .

the saniu conlidence which parents ar
wont to fwd in a stern schoolmaster. I
Uio meantime the lent was to bo kor
verj" quiet and on tio account to be di
turbed.

When the doctor bad left Ralph an '.

Aurelia, who hud "ctually seeti nothin x

of each oth-- r thu' morning, t

away together t .ward tho library
Charl?3 clulionge 1 Carr to finish h'
game of bilirirlt: aud Marfton and T

retired upstair.1 to the stno'-in- g loon,
where we could -- ilk over our India i

ext!oriones a"d p'rha-p- doae undi-turbott- .

Ve might havo beuro occu-
pied for half nn hour or moro when n
flying step aim-- r.i the ttiir3, tho doo
was thrown op in and Ralph tushe i

into the room.
"Gen. Marston! CoL Jxiddleton!" L i

gasped out, breathing hard, "will yo-- i

both of you coniu to my f.itT's room i.i
once? He has sent for you."

"Good gracious! Is ho worse?" I

"No. Huslil Don'tcsk anything, btit
jnet come." and he turned ..nd led ti
way to Sir George Dan vow' room.

We followed in wonderm.; nleueo, an
after passing along nv:iiFrous iiassng'
were ushered into a largo oak p inv'f I

room with a great can'' d bed iu it. K
the middle of wliich, bolt upright, :i",

Sir Georgo Danver3, palo aa i'v or? , h.
light steel eyes (ei like l.harles'ise' . n;;
to be tho only living thing about '

A.i M'e carne iu ho loo!;cd at er ' u- -'

in turn.
"Where is Charles?" he i I. p

iu a hounso wlu-p- i r.
"Dear mol Sir George," T -

"how you l.i i

voice!"
ilo looked at uie ft. u i . ad

then turned to Ralph iu vr..
Where is Chsrli'i?" Ii ' rd

time in the ,;mi ttr.- .

'Here'.'' si.id a i,.r ' 'i
Charles came in and si .
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My bruin pn-iu- '

The two paivs c st' i . r. 1

looked titedly at eacli t '

A tap caniu to the d' o'
bir Georgo winced .ma i e1" i to

Ralph, who rushed ti i: an .
"

.

"I am coming iu, t iy
Mary'i voice.

"! nd her away," c un.- uvi, - a- - om
tic bid.

TLm wan eiif-i- .ai 1 ;'i .
i1 r But

it v:;'i done after it

parity and Lady Mary r--
' u i

iu".pricn tliat Ralph wh - r
vrith his father, who thou, i t j i'i''
got a little sirup.

"Ni.w," whispen d Sir G jv t i-

ling to lttilph.
"The tact U," aU Uali'h, ":' wis

are gtine. Tii-- v Uivo W n stolen .'. tue
iii.rht."

He bolted out with thi one eeuttwic
and then wa talent. Mawton iud 1

siured at him aghast.
Is there no said Marston

at lu-'- ..

"None," replied Ralph. "I put them
In u drawer iu tbo grwit inlaid writing
table iu the library hvrt night, Wore
everybody. I went for them t'il morn-uiy- ,

bah" tui hour ago, at fntbar'b
The look its broktu, snd Wiey

were gouo."
Thr. v.us iinothur long nlouoa.
"I 't..s k i'ivI, ff c'iui"f",, ii put them

l'i.l'1'-.- ' iLp.. r:ynle t.i",

mei-t- , out 1 t iy. ven' a? ia.e


