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"I am h iir''.' ti ihnf In ncr inu, Cmtnt lie
.'" ;lc uni,

i'l,n nn hour from thu time when
O'm ,i H i ven and t hu Count do Lisla
Fliiitild h ivo been madn man and wife
,ol tin' d' tective skill availabli) in New

r was on omul in deurchiiiK for tho
I r N it. only that, but men wero

ii ni t at every po.thibli) point of csit
i om tbt city; tulcgruiiiB wore sent to
vi' vi'biic, town and city within a

th'iusand ndleH; nvery steamer, vessel
mid vi idrlo leaving or about to leuvo
IS w Y rk whs (searched, lu tho courso
tf a 1 iy or two thousaiids of photo-gr.ip- l

s ,f the missing jirl were distrib-u- t
I in nil dm ctlona over tho couutry,

mid were po- - tid up at uvery street cor-i- n

r, in i verv church, in every pluco of
amusemi nt in tho city. Accoinpanyin
tin in wih an offer of a lewnrd that linn
prol 'tblv never been paralleled in (ho
li'i-- ry of tne world: One million dollar
c.vh 1' r 'iifol-niatio- that would lend to
tlm lecoTery of Olyuipu ISuvon, or of
her : odv if hho wore dead, and ten mill-
ion to any ono who would brin;;
hfr to her ftiouda iininjured in health
mid limb. IMeanwliile tho papurs de-
voted uoluinna to tho discussion of the

-

innt 1 or; it wns Inllfil if m ovi't-- llmisi..
liulil in t lie I'liiti'il States; lnno; ealile-ejnilll-

till the Were sent to
Kurpie, Mini it is imt tun mtieh tn
tlmt liy tin? enil of ii v.-- U ln iirly every
inli.ibitiint of the eiviliz'-i- l world luul
lit tlie tiuiiie of ( Uj mpia ISiuen ami
knew pojiiet luii"; of hei liintory.

Jt, iniyiossibk' tVuit nil this
sliouhl f.ul to hriiih' soiiui news ot her;
ninl quite as much if she were ileatl as if
ahc were alive. Jlovv potilil a tn.rnn
ami ;i ivl of Mni;oy beauty at that- -

vatiii-- utterly ami stplilenly that no
ot.e of tlm nnilioijsof her fellow ereat-i- i

re , tin ir M'lise.i .'liarjienul uipI their
fiipiility arni-e- l h the jiroinisu of
wealth to a l.il 'i''v. aimnint, slionM hu
able to Lrive a mii-- s. i.iii of mforniation
eoneerniiiK hei: ilel iioone seen her
jiass": JIail no i ii" reei iveil her whrru
h!ie was K'ii' '' If n longer in this life,
lll'l e.llill tilnl v.it r no ellectuall v con-c-- il

her reii iii s that no eye poiiM bo
(Ir iwn to tii '"- - If 'h li ul be'ii loiilly
(halt with, w.i- - tut-!'- no aeeoniliei'
V.'lii.M! K1'' ' '1 v.on'.il tetnjit linn to oiien
his hp.? )c that as it iniLtlit. ii" syllable
cf iii iv.ii p'i ivi .1. I! (In-mpi- i hail
Kimi out ot like tin t'.ijin- of a
camll' . sheconiil ii"t have h i; 1, trace
li"!'iml hei . 'J lie whole worl 1 h.ul been
ask' il win re slip was, ami. i mlu'el its
brains as it would, it had bei n able to
frame no reply.

Karly in ihe iiroceeilitiH Tom IJan-nie- k

had loll iw.-- up hu tintum a to
tiarnu, and liismvestiKiiti'iii.s had ended
in discovering tan ni.-it- i m I'liiliideljihia.
When found hew. is in a drunleii stu-- I

or. and the propti. tor of the b del at
which he wa.s st.i nig said that he had
been theie since the night of April ;,o

twi e lo iiii beloie Olyinp'a di-.-

P' ii'i-d- . ( n i lui r to his iiioiii r m .s

( ;..t. i.i had htlV lo say lor loin-el- f. He
in ' in. iti d that drink had been his demon
f' tn 'he i 'i inimt, and that an occa-r- i'

i,al ' 'roe ho) must have. When ques-
tioned ;m to Olympiii he merely shook
his liPad and remarked that ho was sorry
tor the count. "Tell him,'' ho added,
"that ho will never see me aiiahi. 1 havo
lived a decent life longer than I ever did
befoie, and I am tired of it. I shall re-

lapse into the trump I was when hu
found me. 1 followi d him up to the al-

tar; now I shall follow my own no-- c to
t lie devil, and that will be my address!''
Saying which this eninutliciil perou-a- e

turned over in his bed and went to
bleep.

.Meanwhile, it had not escaped tho
count that if Sallio ilntchin had wished
to avenge here)f upon him in the mu-- t
effective manner conceivable, she could
not have hit upon a method so effective
as this. No doubt sho would willingly
have spirited Olympiii away had shu
been ablp to do so, but it was impossible
to iniaffino how sho could find the means.
Investigation showed that no person hud
been admitted to the house ilurim; the
period between b'li and elevn o'clock on
the first of .May. ()1 mpia must there-
fore havo gone forth of her own oli-tio-

Nor was it creditable that suppos-in-- C

her to have intended K"iif,' to the
chuich, she could have bei-- waylaid
upon the way thither' The distance was
but a quarter of a mile, the sun was
P'liniti ;, the nvenuo whs full ot people,
Xo, 1 he idea was not to be enlertained,
and yet it was just as dinieult to sup-jio'- .s

that the j,drl had hidden herself
away. Only downright insanity could
aci .mnt for her doing such a tinny;, and
(veil assuming that she had dune it,
some one mii-- l be aware of th" fact, and
the reward that had been offered would
long since havo led to her bringing back.

lie was obliged, consequently, to ac-

quit Sallie of having had any hand in
the disappearance, mid where else to
look he kuew not. lint on Saturday, tho
ninth day after the calamity, he p eeived
a litter from Sallie herself, which he
read with a mixture of hopo and fear
that almost broke his heart.

"Dear sir," it run, "I have, of course,
heard of your loss, and 1 can say, with-
out fear of your misunderstanding me,
that it interested me. Let uie also re-

mark at the outset that tin rewards you
otter would not be acceptable to me,
even wero 1 to become entitled to them.
But, as you may easily imagine, my
mind, since our last meeting, has not
been entirely at ease; and if 1 w. ro able
to forward your efforts in this atlair 1

should feel justified in hoping that any
hostile designs you tuny have against me
would undergo sotuo modification. It is
for this reason that I address you. 1 do
not wish to exaggerate tho value of the
information 1 possess it may lead to
nothing. Hut, at any rate, I believe 1

havo coma into possession of something
that may turn out a clew; and if you
will call at my house alone at noon to-- 1

inoirow 1 wilitell you what it is. 1 must
stipulate, however, that you show this
letter to no one, nor intimate that you
havo receivt d it, for I will not run the
risk of being forestalled or interfered

j
'

with in the matter. You can, of course,
disregard this letter if yotiehoojo, or you
can attempt to draw my Hecret from mo

j by force; but il ou lcnow me well you
I will do neither of thee thi',,'s, but ac

cept my invitation under tho conditions
that 1 have imposed."

There might, no doubt, bo personal
danger to the count in going to this ren-
dezvous. Sallie .Matchin and ho wero
on terms of deadly enmity, and noth-
ing would snit her better than to
have him out of the way. Going alone
to her house ho might easily fall into a
fatal ambush; for, poriluiis though it
would be to commit violence upon a
man of his social prominence, Sallio was
it desperate woiiiuu and was capablo of
anything.

If he hesitated, however, it was by no
means on account of any considerations
as to his own safety, If he had known
that he wero going to certain death ho
would si ill have been prompt to tho
hour, provided only that he was assured
that Olympia had been placed in salety.
Hut this was very far from certain. Tho
"clew" might be merely a bait to draw
him to and his destruction,
so far from heiieliting Olympia, might1
remove the only chance remaining to
her to And since no one was to
know on what errand ho had gone, the
chances were agaiust his fate being dis- -

Covered.
Ni less, after weighing all con-- 1

, he res dved to go. Jt was a
chance, and the only ono that had of-- ,

lered itself. Were hu to neglect it ho
might repent it forever. The only pre-

caution he took was to place a revolver
in his pocket, and at twelve o'clock tho
net day he laug tho bell at Sallio
JNInti Inn's door.

Sallie. of course, was far too clever to
think of attempting to influence her vis-

itor by accentuating the seductiveness
ol her beauty. She had already e.peri-en- n

d the ill success of such an effort,
and even had it been otherwise a man
in an .iu' my aliottt one woman is not m
humor to ne attracted by another, apart
from the question of previous enmity,
lint Sallio enjo.M'd her beauty on her
own account, and took pleasure in adorn-
ing it. So the tiger seems to feel a pride
in her glossy stnp's and the coral snake
in its gaudy scabs. This woman had
never felt so sweet a satisfaction with
her-e- lf and her prospect as when she
bade her visitor welcome that day; ami
she looked as she felt. At the first
glance there eemod to emunate from
her the pure bloom ami freshness
ot May itsilf; but as one looked
more cloudy ho became conscious of
something behu'd this innocent mid
bnlniy aspect which was as poisomnn
and cruel as sin. The rich, glowing
color, tiie queenly grace, the dark, daunt-
less i yi s, i he smiling, curving lips, the
sparkle of a jewel here and theie, and a
certain oriental luxu ousiii fs of cos-

tume and deiin anor, all eonttibuted to
render her a splendid, pestilential creat-
ure, such as the women ot medwval Italy
might havo been, or Cleopatra. There
the stood, like a queen in In kingdom;
and she greeted the count withasmilo
of pleasure so bright and spontaneous
that, had ho been in a mood to speculate

about it, he might havo imagined sho
was glad to see him for his own sake.

"1 am heartily glad to see ou, Count
do Lisle," she said. "I thought it even
chances that you did not come. You
evidently havo courage. Shall I clap
my hands and let tho aisassitis spring
forth upon you'." She actually did clap
her hands as she spoke, and at the signal
the curtains in a doorway at the upper
part of tiie room parted, and in came
not a band of assassins, but a pietty
French with tho Rus-
sian Samovar on n tray. Sallie watched
her guest under her eyelashes, but he
did Hot even turn his head to see who
entered. He was turned to sterner is-

sues than this, and Sallie smiled again.
"1 am lu re on business," he said, seat-

ing himself in the chair she indicate 1,

",'ind 1 must request you to conduct this
interview on a business basis. You say
you have something to sell that I want
to buy. If you prove that you hao it
you can name your juice."

"Oh, my dear count, you forget that I

am a woman, with all a woman's toibles
and frailties," s,ho exclaimed; "Women
cannot move iu straight hm s, like bul-
lets; they must undulate, like snakes.
Hesides, 1 want to feel that I an a hu-

man being dealing with another human
being, not on,' jiart of an abstract com-
mercial transaction. You must lemem-be- r

that this i one of the most interest-
ing moments of my life. You cannot
Cijiect mo to let it jiass by iu so frigid a
manner. 1 must get what meat there is
out of it ; or. if you cannot spate the limo
and jiatienee, you can alwaxs get up and
go away. Hut I give you fair warning
that I will not tell you what you want
to lcnow until I have told you every-
thing I want you to hoar."

"Perhaps, you had better givo mo
some assurance, iu tho first jilace, that
you oan tell ino what 1 want to know."

Sullio hesitated a moment, and her
hand moved toward a box on tho table.
Hut bin withdrew it and said: "No, I
will not do oven that. You think mo
Hiiieiisonable, of course, but I can't help
it; 1 must conduct this alfair in my own
way or not at all."

This whimsical jiretiinsn of feminine
fiissiness iu the faceof a situation sognm
and tragic had a certain informal humor
about it that almost made tho count
laugh. It was as if she wero to jirotest
that it would quite make her head acho
to murder a man with a carving knile;
an Italian jioinard of the Fifteenth cent-
ury was the only instrument hho could
think of ojiurating with.

"(So on, then," lie baid. "There is a
limit, but 1 hope, on all accounts, you
wont transcend it. Itecvllect that I,
too, amdesjieratu!"

"Come, that is a bond of sympathy at
any rate," exclaimed Sallie, iu a musical
warblo. "Now wo chat together costly I"

CIIAPTEII XVIII.
ovr.it a cur or m.v.

A pen iits pf fn his .Vim, nip! he allied
his M'fnrtttin fo cm h ineiiment.

"You mustn't exjiect from me any
to return you an equivalent for

your hospitality," remarked Sallie, as
she gracefully began tho brewing of tho '

tea. "I haven't the material nor tho '

ingenuity. There is not so much as mi
assip-si- on the jiremises, not to speak of
magic mirrors and oriental enchanters,
and beautiful specters. Hy the way, that
wns a wonderfully clever tr,ick. How
was it done?"

"You must ask Garcia," iepli,.-- ! tho
count, quietly, as one who had made up
his mind to endure uj to a certain point,
and then no more.

"Do you think Garcia would tell mo
any seciet of yours" said Sallio. Sho
gave tho question a flavor of arch stir-jiri-

tlmt sent tho count on a swift jour- -
ney of expectation. After all, why had
Garcia left him' He began to surmise a
Jioisible reason, but he said only, "I have
always found him a useful man. Of
cour.'e I know ho has his weaknesses."

"Yes; so hr.vo wo all," sho rejilied.
"liven the Count do Lilo has weakness-
es. And yet, it seems to' me, wero I in
yonr place I would havo none. No man
ever hail a greater opportunity than you.
If you stood for yourself aJoue, what
could you not do? No one could attack
you. You could buy friends, jiolico,
juries, judges and legislatures. You
could make laws and elect rulers. You
could yourself bo the real ruler of this
country and hold the biilanen of jiov.vr
in the world. With genius and jmrjioso
and such wealth as yours all that would
not be inijiursible. But. then, you must
make saeriiices. You must bo solitary.
If you give your confidence to a friend
or your heart to a woman you are vul-
nerable ami can bo ovei thrown. When
I first learned who and what you were I

feared you. Here io a man, I slid to
myself, who, from having a rojie around
his m 'ck, has risen to jiower incalcu-
lable. The world has done its worst to
him; ho will have his revenge upon tho
world. Tho Iron has entered into his
soul, and now his soul will be like iron.
He must be obeyed, for he can tuforco
obedience. Ii when I heard," contin-
ued Sallie, sudlenly changing from this
serious vein to a light and bantering
tone, "that the Count de Lisle was in
love and about ti be married I did not
fear him so nuicb. To have attempted
to overthrow you by questioning tho
means that had obtained you your wealth
would have been a dnperato enterprise,
liven robbero and mtudeiers, if they bo
htrong and resolute enough, need 'tear
nothing. Hut to have given your heart
to a girl that was iinotiv.'r matter! You
could bo reached through her."

"And you? Aro you iMjirngimble?'
aske.". he.

"Only in so far that if I saw my way
to acoomjilish what 1 Mijireniely desire I
would let nothing deter me. 1 was an
innocent little girl once, but even then I

had strong desires, and without any
to carry them out. i mado

some serious mistakes, and sufterisl from
them, but I had had my way, and I
found that mott failures in this world
are dtie to not having been unscrupulous
enough. It net ils courage to begin, but
when you discover what it is to bo with-

out scruples you wonder why anybody
is controlled by them. They are tho
grent slaveholders of the human race.
Hut I wa going to .say that 1 should bo
willing to jiut in jour hands any evi-

dence against jnyivlf that )ou might re-

quire for my destruction rather than
forego the jiui'iioso I have in view."

"What is your jitnposo?"
"Tho jioets say that lovo is lord of all,

you know. I have had my doubts of
' that, ami I want you to settle them.

You think you lovo Olymjiia Haviiu.
How much would you Im willing to sao- -

riiieo to save her life?"
"That is a h pothetinil question. I

could answer it only after 1 was made
eei tain that her life wa.s iu danger."

"Whether sho lives or dies dejiemU
upon the result of this inturview. Sho
is in my jiowcr as tho jieoj ie in melo- -

drama say. What becomes of her de- -
jiends on my will."

The count, who had b'on sifiiug with
his elbows on his knees and his eyes low--i
ered, looked tiji, and his ghinco and Sal
lie s met. What sho saw in his mind
sent a quick flush to her face. Fox a mo-me-

she held her breath. No soldier in
battle was ever nearer death than Sallio
then. Hut sho had a resolute heart, and
when the drew her breath again It was
with a smile.

"Ho you always cam-- a revolver?'' sho
said. "Wnaio alone iu tho house, d

my maid. I oo.ild have jirotecivd
myself, but I am sulllcieutly protected
by lircutiist.inces, It has been arranged
that if anything lmjijieu--s to mo Olymjiia
will not long biirvivo in."

"Jlao we not bad enough of this?"
asked ho. "Do you realty expect iuo to
auceut jour Mutenients as facts?''

Wf
"I might leave you t j suUer tho conse-quenc- o

of not accepting them. Hut 1

wish to spare you tho pain of uncertainty
if I can. Let mo Pen. What can I do?
Would you liko to see something of hers?
Did yon not givo her an engagement
ring? And did she not wear it on the
evening wnon you hist saw her?"

lie shrugged his uhoulders. "I havo
given her many thingi; no doubt a ring,
among others. Sho might havo lot it,
and it might havo been picked up; I
can't say."

"At any rate, I will re.toro it to you,"
said Sallie. "Itisuot mine, and since
she no longer wears it you should havo
the charge of it.''

So saying, sho drew tho box toward
her, opened it and took out a ring. It
v. as a black diamond in an antique set-

ting. It was one of tho jewels that had
been contained in Napoleon's treasure
casket, and tho count bad given it to
ih mpia as the jiledgo of their betrothal.

li another ring did not e::!st in tho
world, lie knew that Olymjiia would
never willin-l- y let it leave her linger.
Tiie jiroof that the worst was true was
complete. Ho slijiped tho ring on his
own finger, and said, "Well?"

"Well, then, I return to my question,''
said Sallie, loaning back and stirring her
tea. "What would yon bo willing to
sacrifice to save her life?"

"I sec no reason why I should discuss
the question witli you," said the count.
"I jirefer to deal witli t'n.jso who have
the immediate, char go of her. I under-
stand your plot, and that I am to blamo
fur tho success of it. I allowed Garcia
toobtain hyjinotic contiul over her. You
won tho tioor creature to vour service, bv
means it is easy to surmise! and pre-
vailed njion him tousohis jiowertodraw
h'-- into your hands. Hut' Garcia, hav- -

ing received from you tho price the fa- -

vor jiromisd him for his act. is now in
a condition to bring forth fruits of

I shall find means to induce
him to give mo the infonnalion that I
require. As for you, you have already
stijiplied all the information I caro to
trouble you for."

Those words were slowly and deliber-
ately hjioken, while his eyes wore steadi-
ly fixed upon Ipt lace, lie was taking a
filial chalice, with such imperturbability
as ho could command. And, indeed,
since it was true, as Sallie had herself
said, that no human being cm be quite
sure of number, it was instable that
Garcia, who had already betrayed tho
count, might now betray Sallie assum-
ing that tho count was right in his guess
as to Garci'i's jmrt in the affair.

Hut Sallie, it she felt uneasiness,
showed none. Sho elapiio 1 her hands to-

gether onco more and the maid reap-peaie-

"Steji over to the corner," said her
inistr.'S.--, "and tell Ml. Garcia I want
hiin."

The maid went out, and a moment
after the count heard tho street door
cloe.

"I am seiisitivo on some points," Sallie
observed, "and yon hurt my feelimts. 1

am building no hoiir.e of curds, Count do
LlMe; am jierfectly in earnest, and 1 am
not so childish ss to attempt to fight you
with shadows as you fought in-- ? As lo
your insinuation about my purchase of
your tii-n- d, I will not deny it; you shall
judge for yourself. It is your doubt of
my intelligence that galls mo not, of
course, the other insult!"

The count made no rejily. The point
had been ji.is-o- d with him whore words
that were not also nets seemed worth
iit.'"rii.::. ! continued to ga.e with ft

certain gloomy curiosity at Sallie. lu
heart more savage and cruel than a wild
beat, in morality a Faustina and all
t'.ns incarnated in gentle, low voiced,
jatrician mannered beauty.

tsiions iu Tophet must be like her;
and tivt iie was a woman was almost
enough to damn tho whole s"::. She
was not ro- - tle-- s under his gaze; she i

hivi to t ilte s 'Uje ten, ami on nm
maintaining his silence sho jioured out
another cu for herself, flavored it,
tasted it, altered it, and finulty, when it
suited her, drank it, just as tho door
opened to admit Garcia.

"You know the Count de Lisle, Gar-

cia." s.i' I Sallio 11. her iumicul tones.
"He wishes you to tell him where Olym-
jiia Haven is, so that ho may go and res-

cue her. You know tho reward ho offers
ten million dollars, is it not? On the

other hand, I tell him tliatkymless he
agrees to certain very unreasotip.ble con-
ditions ot mine will have tho girl killed.
Tho count has been kind to you. You
know best whether or not I havo been
kind. Have you tho hi art to letth.it
jioor innocent girl icrisli, when lsy a word
you can save her. ruin nu, ami do your-sel- t

the highest service? Tell tho count
jilaiuly and lelleve his siisjienso."

Garcia turned to the count and gave
him a dark, indifferent look, as if there
wero m inm no instinct of human broth-orlio.u- l.

"You had batter do as she wishes," ho
said in a cold tone. "Sho lus the jkiwit
to do what she threatip.-- , and sho will
carrv it out if you defy her."

"Do yon know whero Olympia Kavon
is:" said tho count.

"Yes; 1 charmed her there. You can
never find her. Attempt no such folly.
Couijily at once or it will bo too late.

' She cannot survive indefinitely iu her
present slate."

"What do you meaji by that?" tniil tho
count, with a note of horror in his voice.

"Sho has been in the trnuco from tho
first," replied Garcia. "Sho is of a deli- -

caie organization, and siio is sinking
every hour."

"You see, my dear count," said Sallio
with u nft lauffli, "how injudicious you
wioro to distrust me. H you had met mo
frankly and cordially all might have
been bottled by this time. Of course you
Know that Garcia alouo can ;urfken
Olviupia from her tvanco, and that he

has only to refrain trom awitkening Tut
to cause hor death. Are you satisfied?
or if) there any other person you would
liko to seo and question?"

"What do you want?" dnmanded tho
count; "I am at your servico,"

"After all, think what you are doing,"
Sallio said. "Why not lot tho girl dio
ami forgot hor? Thern ara many other.'
in tho world more beautiful and desir-abl- o.

Will you for tho sako of this frail
creature, who may dio next week in any
cao, put yoursplf absolutely iu tho
power of your worst enemy? Think bet-
ter of it, Count de Lislo."

"I entreat you to havo some mercyl"
"Tho Count do Lislo entreats mo for

mercyl This is a new role, indeed, for
him to play," sha exclaimed, in mock
admiration. "Did you not tell mo half
an hour ago that you wero a desjierato
man with a rovolvor, too! And you
entreat mo Sallio Matchin tho forger,
the murderess, tin courtoian who buys
men with hi r favors you entreat mo
for niprcy! Whtro U your self respect,
my dear count?"

"Garcia, will ynu do nothing?"
"Oh, this is too bad!" exclaimed SalHs.

"You ought to be imtected against your-
self! You aro excited, and don't realizo
what you aro about. I havon't tho heart
to take advantage of you. Take my ad-

vice: Havo ino arrested for my crimes; I
nm mire to bo convicted, and then you
are rid of mo forever. Olymjiia will bj
di ad. but what of that! Tho world will
be at your feet. Your p.itli will bo clear.
There will be no limit to your ambition.
Come, be a m i l! S,iy tho wordl Hero
1 am, ready for the scaffold. I could
not e.scajio you if I would. Will not tho
pleasure of witnessing my death agony
comjiensato you for a sontimontal Jiang
or two?"

"That Is enough," interjiosed Garcia,
gloomily. "He cannot suffer any more.
Get tho jiapers ;nid let him sign thorn.
You have had your amusement."

IIo spoke with an air of authority
that guvo a now afcpect to his mysteriouj
character. Tho man sis;med to change
his individuality as easily m ordinury
men change their clothes.

"Well," said Sallio with a sigh, "what
Solomon said is true, 'Though you bray
a fool iu a mortar, yet will not his folly

from him!' I will get the papers.
Meanwhile do you toll him the purport
of them."

She left tho room, and Garcia turned
to the count, who sat whito and trem-
bling iu his chair.

"You aie to he brought back to tho
station in life from which you rose,"
said he. "The deeds which you are to
sin transfers otir prnjierty to others
You will execute a jiaper stating your
truo namo and confessing that you aro
the murdeier of Harry Trent. This will be

d against you in case you should
to rpeover what you have sur-

rendered. In other word", your life as
well ns your fortune will hereafter bo at
the of this woman. Are yon
content':"

"If Olymjiia is saved I am content. "

answered the other.
"She will be conveyed thin nfternoon

to your house en Long Gar-
cia. "You will go there not earlier than
five o'clock. Tomorrow you and sho
will leave this couutry, never to return.
Your dep irture will bo satisfactorily ac-

counted for. Such are the conditions-D- o

you cleirly understand and unre-
servedly accept them?"

Tho count bent his head. Sallio re-

entered tho room with the jiapers. They
were ji'aced before him, a pen was jiut
in his hand, and ho affixed his signature
to ea' h document. Words were spoken,
but he did not comprehend them. The
obieets of the material world seemed to
flow and dissolve around him like tho
liiiantasinagory of a dream. He was
fully conscious of nothing until he found
himself standing on tho end of a wharl
by tho river staring into tho stream.

CHAl'TKlt XIX.
DllAWIM) I.OT8.

At half past four o'clock Kepjiel Darka
win landed on Long Islanfi, and wai
within a couple of miloa of the summer
cottage he had built there. It was Sun-
day, and the workmen had left their
work. The house, for that matter, waa
s 11 but comjiloted except its interior

A watchman was aunointed
loVi-ej- i guard over ir, kut during the
daytime his duties were merely nomi-
nal, and at that hour ho was taking a
siesta in his quarter above the stable as
the back of the building, little exjiect-111.- ";

that the owner of fiw promises was
so near,

It so hajijiened that Darke was now
traversing tbo samo region through
which ho had grojied his way on that
night, three years before, alter Ilia ewcajia
trom the railroad wreck. The memory
now recurred to hitu, and with it tho
parallel between his late then and now.
Tho events of the intermediate jienod
were to him liko a strange story which
ho had read, and which seemed tru
while ho was reading it, hut which ha
now recogmz-'- us fabulous. This exi)-rienc- o

ami that other one wero alonn
real. Now, a.i then, he was a jienullcsi
mil helplrss fugitive, an outcast from
society, with danger dogging his foot-steji-

Then, as now, a treasure lay be-

fore him, but tltun tho treasure was of
precious stoties and jewels; now it was
tiro woman who loved hiin and whom
ho loved. Do had lost the one, bat he
had gained the other. And a he pushed
his way onward ho thanked God that
the better part was left to him, Tho
suiTering that ho had uudergono since
Olympia's ditajijiearaneo, and eajieoially
tho agony of the tottnro to which lie had
just been subjected, ho remembered as
a hideous nightmare or a burning at the
st.ii e. Hut tho flames of that liro had
loiisumul tho baser jmrt of him; hia
heart was tntrified, aud at, wverv ,top Jic


