THE BURLINGTON FREF PRESS, THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 1.). 1898,

i

-l
> 4
s N Sl
—

% TTOPYRICHT 1898,

BY

BYNOPRIS OF PREVIOUS ¢'HIAPTENRS
Chapter L=Thé  Inhaldtantse of M
hoving Invided the sovth, infieting § :
thin ¢, and 1t bhdvoming ' nt t
Thay v 1" iring o i W it
Thottin= A, Hilism lnvent ) : 1
ki g Hae of ear'ryi e Wt b N

LT Y r Il Ay ) Peas 1) '
" s fead 1 il teg r,oWw

A rut v 1 {1} [ ] nny it t
whil | firedd Tov ol tve A (10} (1]
1 1 # wllcad 1 the Tur | 4
T " s 1o 1IN nd eaqul f e
'

i wr TiL=1tnl it W -
Wi wnd ral L reiguil LEREEN [T

CHAFTER 1V,
Naor less than 5 000,000 people hins
pesemblod at Washiogron from all pare

of the world, Every one of this im
gaens=n maltitnde had been able to lster
10 the spoe hed nud the clicers fo th

rennte chatuber, althesgh not porsonnlly
preseut there.  Wires b

voer the city und b

ol ren ol

utdreds of Jproved

elophonie rrcedvers provided o tho
one conld bear, Evon those win
we Bl to visit Washingt in—pus
! y Baltimore, Now York
Puoston ausrd as far away as Noew Orleans
at, Louts and Chicago=bml wlso lsten
L oto the procevdings with the and «
Loy ivips ‘l'l oot whiole, srob
ibdy not less than d0,000,000 paiple had

aeand the deliberations of the
pross of tho nations,

greatl con

(e telurach and the enblo hnd son
the niews avdross worue o all th
sapltals of the ea The esnl 4
wns =0 preat that the poopde se
anl with o,

The prowised exhibition of the ol
trical ship took plice the next day
Enorinons muliitodes witaeseod the ox
prrimeit thers swas o s o
pis the var. Even Oueen \Victoria
| 1N nivd by the Frivee of Wales
Yot to tale a ride in i, and thes
rnj ir wh that Mo Fidisoy
yrolopged th ey us Jar as Hos
mid the Bunker Hill wonusitent,

Most of the ather monu: also b
® bigh ride, bur when the tarn of th
enteror of Ubhina cuine he repented
falle which be said hwdl come dow
from the time of Cor iue:

“Onive npen o tiethere wasa Chinn
man living in the valley of the Hoaong
o river who woas seonstomed i
guently to e an bis Lack, zazing a
and envying  the bivds toar he siw iy
ing sway in the sky. Ope day be sw ¢
bluck =peck which raphily grew lerge:

pud dargoer, until as it got moaf be pa
ceived that it war an enoriuoss Ly
which overshadowed tho snrth with is

wings, It wis the elenbasor of birde t)
roe. *Come with me " sald e roe, 'a
T will show yon the

Eingdom of the bivds.’

nold of irs clw and s
feathors, and they rapidly roso bigh i
he aip and sailed avay to the Ku
An mounininy,  Hoe, as tiny p
aenr the top ot 1l perks, another
redvile IS gpminTLnee v wings of
v s ogethag i
{ull to fizheh {
tae i 1 Just )
1 H 1 it
wiore by o a bicand
anei boe remnined snzpendod.  Thers 1}
anfortitente iy bung hel =5 until
vt which buwd its Bore i the rooks s
e font of tho o toy 1 H
apun b, and, elimbing

e the nian sl

vtl s swonry way Lon
that
s given neis
Id leave th
10 thcee WO ard

off the Uratich.
palniniy w
ward, Le
Trediures th wi
thier foathiers n
sinpdom of th
Stid to inbabit
nie told t
Lok on eipe ol
rth
td the {resh outinesy of
nat tollowed, 1t was supei
roger way to wind upthe
rive guitable cxpression to
tniodl swhich  now
would ba to }uve n
supRestion met with
nutversal apuroval.
But for so gigautie an affair it was,
of course, neciossary to muke speciul
preparaticus. A conveniont ploce wis
sedected on the Virginian sido of the
Bt

TS teachivs nwe
e nnty
irowing

mlung,

Tus

L%l

neress amd
tho festive
d mankind
This
aund

i

WEEY

LUnkd.

tiliate

ar il
M

miae. A sy of wn acres wias
rarefully leveled und coverod with a
pultshied ficor, rows of columns 100

feet apart wore run acrr
directivn, and these wore s
electrie lights, displaving every culor of
bhw spectram

Above this fmmense space, rising in
the center to u height of wore than
LOUD feet, was anchorod o vast nowber
of balloous, all sgplow with lights and
forming a tremendous dome, in whiel
brillinut lamps wore arrangoed in =
mnnper as to exhibis in
cesston of combination
rolors, enstens nud fosignin of  the
ricus conntries ropreseuted pe ol
eress,  Blaziug caglos, Hous, uni
drogong and otber haagiuary ereato
that the ditferent paticns had chosen
for their symbols appeared to hover
high sbove the daucers, =hokding o bl
Tant Hebt npon the scone.

Ulrcles of magniillcent thron
placed upon the Hoor in convenicus lo-
caticns for seeing, A thousand bsuds of
musie played, and tens of thousauds of
cunples, guyiy dressed and flashing with
ges, whirled together upon the pol
ished flooe,

Tho quoen of England led the dane
on the nrm of the president of the Unit
el States,

The FPriuce of Wales led forth the
fair daugbicr of the presidenr. owi
versally almired ns the post beantily!
woman upon thy great balircom ooy,

The Fmperor Willlam, in his mili
tary dress, danced with the bemutenus
Frincess Muasaco, the davghter of thy
mikado, who wore for the cecosion  thy
ancieut costume of the women of be
country, sparkling with jewels ane
glowing with quaint cnbivaticog .
color like a gorgeons batterdy,

The Chiness emperor, with his pig
tall fiyine bigh as be span, danced with
the umpress of Russia,

Tho king of Siam esseyed n walw

3 1 every

ha
uty onilless sne.

all the nation

5 Waole

P eyl beauty from

orated with !

| with Queen Rannvalons of Madagasenr,

S uon, 000,

whily the sultan of Turkey basked in
the seifles uf m Chicago bvizess to 2100,

Tho czar chose for his partoer a dark
Porn, ut King Ma-
livtoa of Samon was suspicious of eivi

lizod charmers and, avoidiog all of their |

sinreruents, expressod bis joy and gave
vont to his enthusinsm in o passeul. In
this he was quickly joincd by o band of
Stoux Indian chicfs, whose whoops and
yells so startled the lewder of a German
band on tiheir pare of the toor that he

draopped his baton and, followed by th

musicians, took to his hoeols,

This webdont amvsed the good natne-
el cniperor of Clina m than aoy-
thing ol that bad cecurrod,

1chee nolsee, he sald, in
wing wusichuus with his
1 gaive mitchee  flaid

K
thumh,
noisee, " nud then

pled into <oorher laugh,

The secue from the ontside wag oven
it posing thaw that which greeted
the eye within the brilbuntly Hgheed
inclosure.  Far nway in the sieht, ris-
g agh awong the stars: the vast dowe
of illuminated balloons secmed lthe
sotie seprruntural creation, oo grand
autl zlartons 1o have been oonstrueted
Ly toe inhabitants of the varth,

Al roand it, and from some of the

Ballo

tains ol

Ernve upun he
w
vlun

Mr. Edivon, whoss 1o

thut ean whin
to by wiistin

ns thetiselves, rose jots and foun-
tirw,  ceaselessly  playing, and
blotting ottt the coustellations of the
beavons by their 3 lopdaor,

The danoe was followed by o prand

banguet, art which the Priove of Wales
proposed o toast to Mr Ddison,

It pives me mwmuch plossure.” ho
eadil, roocdler, in the nime of the na-
tivus of the old woerld, this trilmte of

bairation for, and enr copfdenes
Eenine of t new world,  Poer-

on stely ai cerasion as this, when
aciad diTecences ol prejedices
ought to be, awd arve, buried amd forgin

ten, I shonld not veeall anything that
might rovive yit [ enpuot e frain
frotn expressing wmy happivesz in know-
i1t that the ehonpion wiods to achiveve
the salvation of the earth has come
fortis from the besom of the Anglo-Sax-

on mec
Several of the great patentares looked
e of Wales'
Kaiser ox
no in-
Towved.
«tv il dislik
display avd 1o spovchmaling wen
wn, sims! il
w have got the machine
Lt we ought not
Frotaidy they

ud tho
there was
the chiocrs that 1

rils el the caar o
i glopees, but
Hon W

t du H Lars, but are goets
Iv to ninlo ns davee. ™
These words instantly terned the eor-
rent of fooing in the vast pssenmbly,
There was no 1gucer auy dizvosition

eaprud tive iu vain Looitiugs and re-

Tl Prince of ‘Itlrlli’- # propostd @ st tn
My, Bl

Joied Everswhere oy now e
canie: *‘ Lot us make haste, Lot ns ooy
ready ut cpece. Who koows but the

Muitinus bave already embarked and
are pow on their way o destroy ust**

Updor th pulas of thi= pew vl

ing, which, it must Le admitted, was
very largoly inspited by trror, the vass
balireotn wias quickly deserted, The
Hphts were suddenly por oot in the

gront dowme of lalloons, for saue ous
bad whispered:

“Eu} they shonld seo that from
Mar-: Yonld the 5 not goess what we

)

twere about and redouble their propara.

) TP

tives to Enist

Upou the suzgestion of the presidont
of the United States an exceative com
mittee, representing all the princijpal
uations, was appointed, and witkout
av o mecting of this committee was
blved ar tho Wkhkite House, Mr,
118 Yo ."\'l?”:'."”!" ‘-t'f' ol LT i'-\J'-
I to sketch briefiy the plan upon
which bo proposcd o work,

b nedd Bot vuter into the details of
what wis done at this mecting,  Let it
sulitee o say that when 1t Lroko up ip
the snall pours of the mornivg it had
buen unacimonsly resolved that us ninny
voousands of “wen as Mr. Edison might
require shonld bo fmpedintely plased
at bis disposal; that ns far a8 possibile
wll tho great mnnuiacturiog  establish
moents of the country should be instant-
Iy transtormed  into  factories

e

Wiere

| electrical ships and disintegrators could

Lo baoilt, and uwpon the soggestion of

 Profosor Svlvanus P Thowpson, the

celebirated  Buglish  electrical  expert.
socondidd by Lord Kelvin, it was re
sulved toat oll the leading men of
foicnee in the world sbould place their

| services ut the disposal of Mr, Edison

in auy cupacity in which, in his judg-
wment, they might be nseful to him,

The members of this committes wern
disposed to congratulate ore apotber on
the good work which they had so
promyptly accomplished, when ot the
memient of their adjournmens a tele-
cruphie clspaton was banded to the
presidep:  from  Professor George E.
aale, the director of the grear Yerkes
besrvatory in Wistonsin, The telegram
N TS

S Professor Baroard, wotching Mars

his round face dim-
1

tonight with the 40 inch telescopo, saw
o etdden outburst of reddish  light,
whichk we think indieates thet some-
thing has en shot from the planet,
Spectroscopic observations of this moy.
ing light indicated that it was coming
enrthward while visible at the rate of
ot less than 100 miles a gecond. '’

Hardly bad the excitement ennsed by
tho reading of this dispnteh sabsided
when others of a similar impore cane
from the Lick observatory in California,
from the branch of the Harvard obsery-
atory at Arequipn, in Pern, amd from
the roval observatory at Potsdam,

When the telegram from this last
mwianed  place wug read, the Emperor

sl

of my imperind ancestors and pot in this
yolpar conutry, where no King has ever
d. Ddon’t like this atmosphore, It
vs e feel g ™

CHAPTER V.

And now, whipped on by the lash of
alternante  hope  and  fear, the earth
sprapg to 1ts work of preparation,

It 1= por necessary for me to deseribe

the muuner in which Mr. Edison per-
formed his tremendous task, Ho waos as
pooill as his wend,  and  within  six

months from the first stroke of the ham-
pier 100 electrieal ships, vach  provided
with o full battery of dizintegrntors,
were fleating o the wir alvve the har
borand the partislly rebuilt eity of Now
York,

It was a wouderful scene.  The pol.
fshel sides of the boge flonting onrs
sparkled in tho sanlight, and as they
slowly rose and foll and swung this
way and thar upon the tides of the air
as if beld by dnvisible cables the bril-
liant  pennons  streaming from their

ks waved up ond down like the
wings of an as<tmblags of gigantic
huttming birds, .

Not kpowing whether the ntmosphore
of Mars wonld prove spitable 1o o
Lreathod by inhabitants of the earth,
Nir. Eddison bad made provision by
means of on abundance of glass proteet-
el openings, to permir the innmtes of

thi
roundings withont yuitting the intertor,
It wus possible by properly selecting
the rate of andelation to pass the vibrm-
tory impulse from the disintegrators
throvgh the glas windows of o car
withour dawage to the glass itsolf. The
windows wore so anged that the dis

integrators conld sweep around the cor
in every dircetion,

To overcome the destroctive forces
e doyed by the Martions no tisfie-
tory plan bad yor been dovised, heonuss
Thefe Wns oo neans to experiiuent with
thew.  The preduction of theso forees
was still the seeret of our enemies. BPat
Mr. FEdissn bad no doubit that if we
coultl not resist their effeets we might
at loast be able o avoid them by the
rapidity of onr woetions.  As be pouinted
ont, the war macoines which the Mar-
tians bard employed in their invasion of
the carth were renlly very awkward anid

onmaneseshle  affairss Mr, Edison's
civetrical <hips, on the other hand, worn
warvels of spocd and of mesazeability
They could dart aboutr, tury, revorse
j their conrse, risg, fall with the guick-
nees and casoof o tish in the water. Mr,
| Edizon calenlated that oven if mysteri
{ons bolts should fall upon our shipa we
could diminish their power to cause in-
Liory by our rapid evolutions:
I We might be deceived in our expec-
Ftations and might bave overvstimated
{onr powers. but at any rate we must
i take our chances and oy,
I A multitude exceeding even that
l“hl- h bl assemibled during the great
congress at Washington vow  througad
t New York and its meighborhoo] to wit
pess the wustering and the departure of
the ships bound for Marg, Nothing fur-
ther Butd been heard of the wmysterious
phienotuenon repurted frot the obsorvn

torles six muonths before and which ng
tiv time was behioved to indicare the
departnre of another expedition from
Mars for the invusion of the varth, If
t Murtians bhad ser ont o attuck ns,

they bad evidently gone astray, or per
Lups it was some other world that they
Wore alming ot this time,
| The expedition bad, of course, pro-
foundly stirred the juterest of the sciven-
tifie world, amil ropresentatives of every
brauch of scenee from all the civilized
vations urp d their claims to places in
the ships, Mr Edison was compelled,
from luck of rovm, to refuse transporta-
tion to mere than ope in o thousand of
those who now, on the plea that they
might Lo atle to bring back sometbing
of advantage to gricuce, wished to em-
bark for Mars
Un the medel of the celebrated corps
of lrerary and scientifie men which Na-
poleon carried with him 1o bis invasin
of Egypt, Mr. Edison sclected a comu-
pavy of the foremost astronomers, ar-
chusologists, anthropologists, botanists,
bacteriologi chemists,  physicists,
mathemnticinns, mechanicinng, meoteor.
clogists and experts o miving, metzl-
lurgy awl every other branch of prac.
tical sclence, as will ns artists and pi -
tographors, [t was but rensonable 1o be-
lieve that 1o another world, nod a world
so much older than the earth as Mars
was, these men would be able to gather
muterials in comparison with which the
discoverics made among the rains of un-
ciont empires in Egvpt aud  Babylonia
wonld be jnsipnifieant indoed,
It was » wonderful undertnking and
n ostranee spoctacle, There was o feeling
of uucertainty which awed the vast
wuititude whose eves were uptarned to
the ships. The expodition wis not large,
considering the giguntic character of
the nndertaking, Bach of the electrical
| ships esrried about 200 men, twogether
| with an ubnndaut supply of compressed
provisions, comprossed air, scientific ap-
paratus and so on, In all, there were
Labout 2,000 mew, who were goiug to

couquer, if they conld, another world !

“Lwant to go home, If 1 amto die, T be ineludod among it2 inmates,
prefer to leave my Lones among  those | besides several leading moen of science

| Each of these men cherished

'of the squadron.

clectrical =hips to survey their sur- |

Haut thoough few in numbers they rep- |
| the direction of our jourpey, and so Bo

 resentod the lower of the earth, the cul-
'minatiun of the genius of the planos.
The greatest Jeaders in svienee, both
theorotiosl sl practical, were there, It
"was the evolation of the earth against
the ovolution of Mars. It was o plunet
{in the beyday of its strength matohed
aguinst an aged and decrepit world,
{which pevertheless in cousequence of
| its long ages of existence bad noguired
(an expericnve which made it a most
dangerons foe. Un both sides there was
desperation. The carth was desperate
beeause it foresaw destruction unless i
could first destroy its enemy, Mars was
desperato beoause nature was gredually
depriving it of the means of supporting
life, and its seeming popolntion was
comipelled to swarm like the inmates of
an overcrowded hive of bees und find
new homes elsewhbere, In this respect

the situation o Mars, o8 we wore well
aware, resembled what bod  alroady
been Fnown upan the eartn, whore the
oldvr nations overtlowiog with propula
tion bad songht pew lands fn which to
settle, apd for that purpose hud driven
out the native jubabitauts  whenever
those natives had proved wwable to re
#lst tho invasion,

No man could foresce the jecne of
what we wore about to undertake, but
the tremendous powers which the disu-
tegrators bad exhibited and the mwarsel-
ons efficiency of the cluctrical ships
bred alwost universal contdence  that
weo shoald be successful,

The car in which Mr, Edison teaveled

Williaw turued to his chancelior awd [wis, of course, the fugship of the

spuadron, and I hud the gowd fortune to
Hire,

from our own country, wire Lonl Kel-

| ¥in, Lord Rayleigh, Profossar Roentgen,

Dir. Moissan—ithe man who first made

'wrtificial dinmonds—and several others

whose fame had encircled the world.
hopes of
wonderful discoveries along his line of
investigation to be mmle, in Mars

An elaborate system of signals had,
of conrs=e, to be devised for the eatitrol
These siguals consist-
ol of brillinnt eleetrie lghes displayed
at night avd o coutrelled that by their
means  long  sentenecs and  directions
could be easily nud quickly transmizeed,

The day siznals consistod partly of
brightly colored  pennants and  Nags,
swhich were to serve only when, shid-
owed by elonds or other obstroctions,
the full sunlight should wot fall upon
the shipgs  This conld satorally only
ocenr pear the surface of the enrth or of
anuther planet

Upeo ont of the shadow of the varth
wo should have no more clouds aud no
more night until we arrived ar Mars
In open spacy the sun would be contin
ually shining It wonld be perpotoal
day for us, exeept as, Ly artitl
means, we  fornished onrselves with
darkuess for the purpose of prometing
eleop  In this region of perpetual day,
then, the signnls were also to e truns-
witted by thashies of light from mirrors
retleeting the ravs of the sun

Yeu this perpetunl doy wonld be also,
in one sense, o perperunl night Thers
would be no more blue sky for ws Le
cause without an atmosphere the sun-
light could not be diffused  Ubjects
wouldl be tlluminated only on the side
toward the sun. Anvihing that soreesod
ofl the direet mavs of suplight would
produce absolute darkness belund 1t
There wounld be o gradation of <hwl
ow Tho sky wonld be as black as juk
on all sides

While 15 was the intention to remain
as much as possibilo withhn the ears, yor
sioce 1t was prabable that
would arise for occasionully gquateing
the interior of the electrieal
Edison had proviuded for this vtuergency
by wventing anmriight dross construct-
€d somewhat after the manner of o div
er's suit, but of mach lighter matorial
Each ship was provided with several of
these gnits, by wearing which one could
ventare ontside the enr even when it
was bexond the atmosphore of theoarth

Provision bad been made 1o mont tha
territio cold which we Eknew wonkl Ls
vocountered the moment we had possed
beyvond the atmosphere—that awful ab
solute zera which men bad moessured by
anticipation. but never yet experienced
—by n stmple system of producing
within the airiight suits a tempeminr
suflicieutly elevated to econuteract the
efteces of the frigmdity without By
means of long. Hexible tubes air conld
be continnally supplied o the wearcrs
of the suits, and by an ingenions oo
trivance a store of compressed air sufli
crent to lust for several hours was pro
vided for eanch suit, so that in case of
pecesaty the wearer conld throw off the
tubes gonnecting hnn with the air tanks
in the car Ancther object which had
been Kept am view in the preparation of
these sults was the possible exploration
of an airless planct, such as the moon

The necessity of some contrivance by
means of which we should be enabled
to converse with one another when on
the outsule of the cars in open space, or
when 1 anairless waorld, ke the moon,
where thers would be no medivm by
waich the waves of sound conld ba eon-
veved as they arv in the atmosphore of
the earth, bad been foreseen by onr
great inveutor, and he had wot foand 1t
difficuls to contrive snitable devices for
mesting the emoergency

Inside the headpivee of each of the
eleerrical suits was the monthpieee of a
telephone. This was couneeted with o
wire which, when not in use, cculd be
conventently cotled upon the arm of the
wearer  Noar the eurs, similarly eou-
peoted with wires, were telephonie re
CriIvers

When two parsons wearing the air-
tight dresses wished to converse with
one apother, 1t was ouly uwecossary for
them to conpect themselves by thy wires
and conversation could then be essily
ocarried on.

Careful calenlations of the prociso
distance of Mars from the enrth at the
time when the expeditivn was o stars
had been made by s large number of vx-
perts i mathematical astronomy Hut
1t was not Mr Edison’s tention to go
direet to Mars  With the excepriin of
the first electrical ship, which he had
completsd, none bnd yet been tried oo
long vayage It was desirable that the
quanlities of each of the ships should b
carefully tested, and for this reason the
lendor of the expedition determined thas
the moon should be the first porr of
sgpace at which the squadron would eall

It chanced that the noon was =0 sita-
ated ot this time as to be pearky wmoa
line beeween the sarth and Mars, which
Intter was du opposation to the sun and
consoquently as favorably sitoated os
passible tor the purpases of the vovagoe
What would be, then, for 49 out of the

Nevssily

s Mr

| 10U shaps of the syuadron a wal trip

wonld ag the same tme be o step of o
quarter of a million miles gamed

time wounld be wasted

The departure from the earth was nr-
ranged to occur precisely at midnight
The moon near the full was banging
high overhead, and a warvelous spec-
tacle was presentod 1o the eves of those
below as the great squadiron of Hoating
ships, with their signal hights ablaze,
cast loose and began slowly o move
AWAY o their adveniurons amd anproce
dented expadition wto the great un
known. A iremendons cheer, tillowing
up from the throats of millions of e
cited mon pud women, seeined o Tend
the curtuin of the might and wede the
airships tremble with the atmospheri
vibrations that were set w motion

lustanusly magmticent fireworks wers
displayed w bonor of our departur
Hockets by bundrods of thousam!is sho

henvenward wnd then borst in constel-
Intiins of fiery drops  The sndden illa-
mination thus prodoced, overspreading
hurdroas of spuare miles of the surface
of the sarth with o light almost like
that of day. most certainly bave been
vitible to the inhabitants of Mars if
they were watching us at the timo. |
Thex might or might not correctly in-

white. It was marvelous to lock at Mils
hope orle behind us, while far begond i
thone the Blazing sun like an enormous
var in tho blackest of nights. In the
ipposite direction appeared the silver
e of fhe mcon, and seattercd all
aronnd were millions of brilliant stars,
amid which, like fireflics, flashed and
sparkled the sigoal lights of the sguad.

terpret its significince,. but at any rite ron.

we did pot earee. Wo were off and wern
confident that we conld meet onr enemy
on hix own ground before he conld at-
tack us agnin.

Aud now as we slowly rose higher n
marvelons seene was disclosed. At first
the carth Leneath us, buried as it wos
in night, rescanbled the bollow of o vast |
cup of ehony Llackness, in the centor of
which, like the malten lava ron to-
gether ng the bottom of o voleanic era-
tor, shone the light of the illominations
arvmid New York, But when we got
beyond the atmosphere and the earth
still continued o recede below s its as-
preet changed.  Tho cup shaped appear- |
e was gone, and it began to round
out bonesth onr eyes i the form of a
vast globe—an enormous ball mysteris |
ously suspendod upder us glimmering
over most of it= surface with the faint |
Hllnmination of the moon and showiog |
toward its enstern odge the ancoming |
Hiht of the rising sun, !

When we were «till farther away,
hnving slightly varied oar course go |
that the sun was oncs more entirely

On thetr edrenturavs and unprecodonted
cryadilion
bidden behind the center of the earth,
wo saw 1ts atmosphere completely ilin
minated all mround it with prismatic
Lights like a mgantio ramubow in the
form of o ring. |
Apather shift in our course rapidly !
earricd usout of the shadow of the carth
and mto the all pervading sunshine
I'vn the grear planet beneath ns hung |
wisniakableo w 1ts beauty The entlines
f ssvrral of the continonts were clenrly |
discermble on tr< surface, streaked aud
pectod with deltreate shades of yaryine
culor, amd the sunlight fashad  and
glowed m long  lnnes ncross the conves
surface of the cceans. Parmllel with the
equator and al the regions of the
er blowing teade winds wore vast belts
elouds g with crimson and
purpla as the sanlight foll upon them
Immense expanses of spow and 1ee lay
like a glittiring garment upon bath
lund and sen around the north pole
As wa gazed upon this magniticent |

spocinels var bearts bounded within us
This was onr carth; 1his was the planet
W wWere going to defend—our home 1n
the traczless wilderness of spuce And
. = itvddeed a hotue 1or winieh

1t sverned o
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weamght zladly expend our lust breata
A now determination to conqguer or dis
sprung up in our hearts, and I saw Lord
the

Kelvin, after gazing ot benutvous
scene which the earth presented throngh
kis eyenlass turn about and peer in the
direction tn which we knew that Mars
lary with o frown that eauscd
the glass to lose its grip and fail dan
ghne from its string upan s breast
Even Mr Edison seemed woved

“1am elad 1 thoughe of the disinte-
grator,  he sad 1 shouldn't like to
soe that world down  there laid waste
agaim |

“And it won't be,” said Professor
Syivanns ' Thompson, gripping tho
bandie of an elvcirio machine; ‘oot if
we can help it

Ta prevint accidents it had been ar-
ranged that the ships should keep a
conaderable distance apart.  Scme of
them  gradually drifred away uutil, on
acrcount of the neatral tint of their sides,
they woere swallowed up in the abyss of
space. Still 1t was possible to know
Where every member of the squadron
wis through the constant interchange
ot sizuals These, as | have explained,
were vifectsd by means of mirrors tash- |
g back the higbt of the san

Hut, altbongh 1t was now unceasing
day tor ns, yer, there beiug no atmos-
phere to diffase the sun's light, the
stars were visille to ns just as at nighs
npeon the earth, and they shone with ex-
traordinary splendor ngainst the intense
black tackgronnd of the firmnment  The
lighits of ssune of the more distaut ships
of vur syuadron were uot brighter than
the stars g whose neighborhood they
sevined to be Lo some cnses 1t was ouly
Fosstbile todistinguish between the light
of a ship nod that of a star by the faes
that the former was continvally flash. |
i while the star was steady 1 s
radiance

Ihie most upeanny offect was produoe-
ed by the absence of atmosphiere around
us luside the car, where there was ir,
the sunlhipht, streaming through one or
more of the windows, was diffosed and
produced ondinary daylipht i

Bus when we ventured ountside wa |
eould only see things by balves The
sty 0f the car that thesun's rays touch- |
ed was visible: the other side was invis- |
ible, the hght from the stars oot mak- |
g at bright enough o affect the eye
i contrast with the sun iHlumioed half

As 1 keld up my arm beloty my eyes, |
ball of it seemed 1o have been shaved |
off lengthwise; a compavion on the
deck of the sinp looked like balf & man
20 the other olectrical ships near us ap-
peared as half shivs, ouly the illominat-
ed shdes being visible

Wo bad now got so far away that the
earth bl taken on the appearance of a
heavenly body like the moon. 1rs colors
had beenune all Llended futo a golden
reddish hue, woilch ovorsprend  uearly
its entire surface, exvept ar the poles,

sudden

CHAPTER VL

A danger that might easily hbave been
anticiyited, that perhaps had bosn an-
ticipated, but against which it wonld
bave been difficalt, if pot smpossible,
to provide, presently manifested itself

Lookiung ont of a4 window toward the
right, 1 suddenly noticed the lights of
n distant ship darting abont in n curi.
ous carve. Instantly afterward another
member of the squadron, nearer by, bes
huved in the same inexplicable manner,
Then two or three of the floating cars
wenied to bo violently drawn from their
rourses anil horried rapidly in the d
roction of the flagehip, Immediately |
pereeived a small objeet, lorid!ly fam-
ing. which geemed to move with im-
mense speed in onr direction.

Tho truth instantly Hashed wpon my
mind, and I shouted to tho other ceen-
punts of the car:

**A meteor !

Such indeed it was, Wo had met this
mysterions wanderer n space at o mo-
ment when wo wers moving in n dires.
tion at right augles to tho path it wae
pursuing arouud the sun. Small as it
was—and its dinmeter probably Jdid not
excerd o fingle foot—it was yet an inde-
pendent littlo world, and as such o
member of the solar systom,  [rs dis-
tance from the sun being s pear that
of the earth, I koew that e velocity,
nssuming it to be traveling in a nearly
cironlar orbit, must be abont 15 miles
in o osecond. With this veloeity, thon,
it plungzed like a projectile shot by =amo
mysterions enemny o space directly
through our equadron. It Lad come nod
was gone before one conld utter s sen-
tence of three words, Its appearance
and the effect which it had producsd
upon the ships in whose neighborhood
it passl andieated that it bore an in-
teuse and tremendons charge of elee.
tricity. How it had become thus charged
I cannot pretend tosay. 1 simply record
the fact.  And this charge, it was evi-
dent, wos opposite in polarity to that
which the ships of the sqeadron bore
It therefors exerted an attractive nfln-
ence upon them, and thus drew them
aftor it

1 bnd just time to think how Inelky it
was that the moteor didd not strike any
of us whon, plancing at a ship Just
abend, I percoived that nn aceident had
occurred. The ship swaved viciently
from 1ts course, doazzling flashes plavisd
around i, and two or three of the men
fornung ita crew appoarad for s in-
stunt ou itz exterior, wildly gesticulats
wg, but almost tustantly falling prom

It was evident at o glinee that the
car vl been struck by the meteor. [low
serions the damage miight e we could
not mstantly determiine The conrse of
onr ship was immediately altered, the
elvctrie polartty was changed, and we
rapuily npprosched the disabled car

The en who bad fallen lay upon its

surface. One of the heavy eironlar
glassos covering o window bhsd been
ssunshed to sroms Threaugh this the

wateor had vassed, Killing two or three
mett whta stood 1n it conrse Then 1t
hitd crashed throngh the opposite
of the car, and, passing on, disappoarod
into space. The store of aircontnined in
the car Lwd immediately roshed oug
turough the openings, and when two

throe of us, baving donned onr alrnigl s
suits as quicklyr as possible, entered the
wrecked car we fonnd all of its inmat
strotehed upon the tloor in a condi
of usphyxiation. Ther, as well as thoso
who lay upon the exterior, wers imme-
diarely remnoved to the fagship, restora.
tives were applied, and, fortupately,

side
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'our aid had cone g0 promptly that the

lives of nll of them weresavedd. lint 1o
had fled frem the mwuugled bodies of
those who bad stood directly in the path
of tho fearful projectile

This strangoe accident bad been wit-
uessed Ly several of the members of the

 Aeety andd they quickly drew together

i order to inguire for the particnlars,

| Asthe Magshp was dow avercrowded
by the addition of 20 many mwen 10 its |

crew, Mr. Edison nad them distribated
among tho other cars
happened that the disintegrators con-
taited 10 the wrecked enr were pot in-

Jured. Mr. Edison thooght that it would |

be possible to repair the car itself,

aad tor that purpose he bad it attached |

1o thoe Hagstup i order that it might bo
carried ou as far as the moon  The
bodies of the dead were transported with
i, as it was determnoed, ustead of
ommitting them to the fearful deep of
pace, where they would bave wanderwd
forever, or elso have fallen like meteors
upon the earth, to give themw :urerment
it the lanar soil

As we pow rapidly approached the
moon the change which the appearance
of 1is surface anderwent wus fo less

wonderful than that sbich thoe surface

of the earth bad presented in the re-
verse order while we were reoediog
form it From a pale silver orb, shining
with comparative faintuess among tho
stars, 1t slowly assumed the appoarance
of @ vast mountainous desert,  As wo
drew nearer its colors beeame more pro-
nounced, the great dar regions appearsd
darker, the mosutain peaks shove more
brillinutly. The buge chasms seemed
bottomless and blacker than midmighe
Uradually soparate wonntains appearsd,
What secmed ko expansos of snow anid
immense glaciors stresming down their
sudes sparkled wath groat brillianey o
the perpendicular rays of the sun.  Our
wotion bad wvow assumed the aspect of
fallivg. We scomed to be dropping
from an immeasurable height avd with
an inconceivable velocity straight down
upon those giant peaks

Here and there cuorious lights glowed
upen the mysterious surface of the
moon. Whers the edge of the moon cut
the sky bebind it 1t was broken and
jmeged with mountaiy mosses,  \Vase
crater rings overspread s surfnce, and
tn some of thess | imagined I conld per.
cetve @ lund illaminstion coming ous
of their deepest cavitios and the curl-
ing of mephitic vapors around their tor-
rible jaws

We were approaching that part of the
moon which is known to astrounoimers
15 the bay of Rainbows, Here a huge
<micircnlar ngion, as smooth almost
s the surface of a pruirie lay beueath
wr eyes, stretching southward into o
vast oceanlike cxpanse, while on the
aorth it was inolosed by an enormon
ange of monntzin eliils, risiug porpen
lienlarly to a height of many thousan

where thore were browd patchics of

f fegt and rent and gasbed in ever;

Fortouately it

dircotion by foroes which seemed
somne remote period to have labored as
tearing this little world in pleces

I It was a fearful spectacle—a dend
and inungled world too dreadful to lock
opon.  The iden of the death of the
moon was, of coorss, oot 8 new oup to
many of us.  We had long been nware

that the earth's satellite was o body
| which bnad passed beyoud the stage of

life, if indeed it had ever been o life
supporting globe; but pone of us wus
prepared for the terrible spoctacle whick
LOW SIobe our eyes,

At etich end of the semicirenlar ridgo
that incloses the bay ol Rainbows thero
ian lofty promontery. That at the north-
western extremity bad long been known
o astronomers under the uae of Cape
Laplace. The other promoutory, ut the
southenstern termination, 18 called Cape
Heraclides, It was towsrd the Intter
that wo were approaching, and by in-
terehange of siguals sll the meombers of
the squadron had boen informed that
Cape Heraclides was  to Lo our rendes-
vous upot the moon,

I may say that 1 bad been somewhbat

( familiar with the scenery af this part of
the lunar world, for I bad often stadied
it frosn the earth with a telescope, and
I Liad thought that if thero was uny
part of the moon whers one wight with
fair expectdtion of success look for n-
habiltants, or if pot for inbabitants at
least for relies of lifs no longer oxistont
. there, this would surely be the place
It was, therefore, with no smnll degres
of curinsity, notwithstanding the unex
pectedly frightful and repulsive appear-
apce that tho surface of the moon pre

sented, that 1 pow saw mygself rapidly
appronching the region  eoncerning

whose secrvts my imagination
often busied itself. When air, Edison
snd I had pnid onr previous visit to the
muoon on the first cxperimontal trip of

' the olestrical ship, we had lioded at a
point on its surface roware > om this,
and, ns I have before explained, we then
wado no effort to investigate its sicrots
But pow it was to be difforent, and we
were at length to see something of the
wanders of the moon.

1 had often on the carth drawn s
smile from my friends by sbhowing them
Cape Heraclides with a seno ope sund
calling their attention to the faet that
the vuthinkd of the peak terminating the
cape was such ns to present a remark-
ably resemblorce (o a human face, nn-
wistakubly n feminine  connfeoance,

B in profile nnd pessessing o <mall
degree of beanty. To my <t nishment
tiis curions® humon semblanco still re-

B

wndued when we bhad anproached o
cloge 1o the woon that she mountaing

fortning the cape filled nearly the whnle
ficld of view of thoe window from which
I was watching it. The rescmblauce
indend was most etartinge.

*Cun this indeed bo Diana borself:™"
[ said bulf sloud, but instantly after-
ward I was loughing at wuy fancy, for
tson  bud overbeard me aod ex-
« “Where is she?”

b

*Dinpa. "'

“Why, there,"" I eaid, painting to
tho moon,  But, lo, the appesrance was
gone even whilo 1 spoke. A swile
change nad taken jilnoe in the line of
sight by which we were viewing it, and
the likeness had disappenrad in conse.
§ornee,

A few moments !ater my astonishe
ment was revived, bat the copse this
tiie wis a very different cue. We bad

The car had Deen steve) Ly a mieteor,

heon (e pping  raphdly  toward cthe
e onnaains, and the olectrieian inchargo
of the car was swiftly and constautly
changing his porentinl, and, like n pilot
who feels pis way ioto an nnkoown
aarbor, endeavoriog to approach the
muoon in stich a manner that no hidden
peril shonld surprise ns. Asswetlius ap-
proached 1 suddonly perceivod crowning
the very apex of the lofty peak uear the
termination of the cape the roius of
what appeared o boe an ancisnt watch
tower. It was evideutly composcd of
eyclopean blocks larger than ur v that |
bad ever ron even among the roins of
Greeee, Egypt and Asia Minor

Here, then, wns visible proof that
tho moen had been inhabitsl, although
probably it was not inbhadvited now. 1
cannot deseribe the  exultant feeling
which touk possession of me at this dis-
covery. It settled so much that learnod

‘men had  been disputing nbout for cen-
turies.

“What will they say, " I exclaimed,
“when I show them a photograph of
thar®”

Below the peak, stretching far to
right and left, Inx o barren beach which
bad evidently once been washed by sen
waves, becnuse it was marlied by long
curved ridges such as the advancing and
retiring tide leaves upon tho shove of
the oeean,

This beach sloped rapldly ourward

and downwand toward a profonnd abyss,
which had ouce evidently been the bed
of a sea, but whioh now appeared to na
simply as the empry, yawning shell of
,an ocean that bad long vanished
| It was with no small difficalty, and
{only nfter the expenditore of consider-
able time, that all the tonting ships of
the squadron were gradually brought to
rest on this lone mountain top of the
moon. o accordanco with my request,
Mr Edison bad the tlagship moored in
the interior of the great ruined wateh
tower that I have deseribed.  The other
ships rested npon the slope of the moun-
tait aronnd us

Altbongh time prossed, for we knew
that the safery of thy earth depeaded
upan our prowpines in attackiog Mars,
yot i wens deterined to remain here of
least twd'or three days in opder that the

-

weoked cur naghit reputred, I wos
foond ol that the pas=neo of the higl-
1y electrifiol moteor hnd digarrnnued tha
lecivien]l maohinery in somo of the
other cars, so thot thers wero many ros
pairs to Lo muode besides thoso nesded 1o
restore tho wreck

Moreaver, we must bury onr unfortn.
naty compations who had 1 illed
by tho meteor. This, in faect, the
first work that wo performed  Sirarnge
was tho sight and stranger our foclings
a5 here on the surface of & world distant
from the carth and on =0il which had
never bufors buen pressed by the foot of
man we poerformed that last corcmony
of respect which miortsls pay to mortale
ity. 1o the encient beach at the foor of
tho peak we muds n deep opening, sod
thero covered forever the faces of oup
friends, leaving thein to sleep among
tho ruins of empires and ameng the
groves of races whion bod vanished
probably ages tofore Adam and Evo ape
prarsd in paradise,

Whiles the repairs wern being mada
sovernl seientific expeditions swero sent
ont in varions directions ncross tho
moon, One went westward to investi.
gate the great ring plain of Plato und
thn lunar Alps. Another crossed the an-
civnt #encof Showeras toward the Inuae
A preunine g,

Chne startied ta explors the immensa
erator ol Copornicas, which, yawnisg
50 miles acrass, prosents u wonid
anpearance even from the distane
the varth
had the good fortene to embark was
bouuad for the mysterious lanur moun-
tuin Aristarchus,

4]
its

.'1

The «biip in which I, mvsolf

Butiro thesn cxpoelitions  started a
eareful exploration bal beos mnde i
the neighborhood of Caps Heraclides
Bar, excopt that the broken wallsof too
wateh tower cn the peak, composd of
blocks of enormons sdze, binl ovid ntly
been the work of crontures endowad
with hamnun intelligences, v regning

were fonnd wdicating the formor pross
ence af inhabitants upon this pary of tue
nioon.

CHAPTER VIL
But along the shore of the ol BOR,

just where the =0 callul buy of HRain-
Lows separates itself from the abyss of
the e of Showers, there were found

some steatificd rocks in which the tus
uated eyes of the explorer behold tho
clear imprint of a gignutic hnman foor
mensuring five foeet in length fron
to hoo],

The most minnte scarch fasled o re-
veal noother teace of the preseoco of the
ancient glanr, who had lefe the Qupress

(8 |

of his foor {n the wet sanids of the beaclh
here so mwany milltons of vears ago thag
even the imagination of the geologis:s
slirink from the sk of attempting to
fix the precise period,

Around this gigantic footpriut gathe

ered most of the atentifie moemboes of
tee expodition, weaning  their oddly
shaped afrtight suoirts, connected with
telephonie wires, amd the speotanle, bus
for the improssiveness of the diseoverr,
would bave been langhable in the
treme. Jdendipg over the mark o the
rock, nodding their bends together,
pointing with their awkwardly aceoun.
tered arms, they looked like an assemn-
blage of sutedilnyian monsters collected
around theie prey. Thetr disappoiue.
ment over the fact thar no*other marks
of snything re<embling buman habita-
tivn could be discovered was very great,

Still this footprint 1o teself was quite
sulticient, as they all dedlared, to scttle
the question of the former inhabitution
of the moan, and it wounld serve tor the
production of many o learned volumae
after their return to the enrth, even if
po furtber discoveries shonld be mada
in orher parts of the Inuae world

Lt was the hope of wdking such other
discoveries thut led to the dispatch of
the various expeditions LI boave alrendy
pamed. I hoad chiosen to accompany tho
car thnt was gotng to Aristarchus, be-
causs, us avery ous who had viewed the
moeon from the carth was aware, thers
Was sulething very mysterious about
that wounntain, 1 Roew that 1t was o
crater pearly 40 iles in dinmeter and
very decp, although its tloor was plaiu-
Iy visible

What rendared it remarkable was the
foct that thae ooy and the walls of thy
cruver, paroictlurly on the muer side,
glowed with mwarve lJons  hriglitoesa
which rendercd them almost blinding
when viswed with o powerfol telvssope,

so bright wore they, indeed, that the
eve wik unable o sés many of
tatls wihineh the telescops woalid have
made visible buot for the tloud of
which ponred from the meuntnins.
Willimu  Heeschtel had been
pletely misled by this appearsnce thas
he supposed he wos watching o lunar
valeano in eruption.

It had always bern n diffionlt ques.
tion what caused the extraoridinare In-
mivosity of Aristarchos No end of by
potheses bad been invented o acooune
for it. Now I was to assise in seteliug
theeo questions forever

From Cape Hornolidos to Aristarchus
the distance in an litte was souuee.
thing over 300 miles  Our conrss lny
across the northonstern part of the son
of Showers, with epormons o¢liffs,
mountain wasses and  peaks shinibg on
the right, wwhile in the atbher direction
the wview was bounded by the distaut
range Of the lonar Apeunines, some ol
whose towering peaks, when viewed
from our immense elovation, appeared
as sharp ns the Swiss Matterbhorn

When we had arrited within abont
100 miles of oor destination, we fonnd
onrsslvis floating directly over the se
called Harbinger mountnins. The ser.
rated peaks of Aristarchus then appears
ed ahead of ws, fairly blaziog in tha
sanshine,

Lt seemsd as if o gigantico string of
diamonds, every cne as great as o monn
tain peak, had beon east down upon the
barren surface of the moon and left te
waste their brilliance upon the desert
air of this abandoned world.

As we rapidly approached ths des.
eling splendor of the mouniain beeams
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' mlwost nubearable to our eyes, and we
. were compelled to ressrt to the devica

practiced by all elimbers of lofty moun
taing, whera the glare of sunlight upn
mow suifaces is liuble to cause tempo
rary Llinducss, of protecting our eva
with neutral tinted glasses

Professor Motssan, the great Freocl
chomist apd maker of artiticinl dis
monds, fairly daueed with dolight.

“Voila, voila, voila!" was all tha
he could say,

When we were comparatively nene
the mountain no longer socmesd to glow
with a uniform radiauce, cvemly dis
tribured over its entire surface, but noy
innnmerable peints of Hght, all as brigh
as 50 wany littlo suus, blazed away a
ns, It was evident that wo bad befop
us & mountain composed of, or ot leay




