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CRT na the spin of a4 coln mny
menn lors or gl In some
trumpery dispute or game of
the hotuir, In lke seanner nps

prrently are the geaver lWaues of life
or death determine) ot timea, 1t 18 not
#0, we kuow, Heldnd the telvinlity on
wlhilch mea fasten with amazanent as
the governlug foctor In events there
llea un loseratablle purpose, Yef, to
those watcuing the destraction of the
aplendld vessel, thers was little evi-
dence of other than o biind fury in the
fushlon of her undolng,

The lourse worda hnd searce left
Brand's llps before o third wove, high-
er and more truculont than te prodes
eesfors, spritni rheht over the lagt ahin
nnd smothered Ler W an avalinehe of
water, No donbt thin monetor swopt
awiny sote of the oloers and erew, It
wis fmposaibie to bo cortain of nught
save the oue thing—that the stepier
would surely break up before thelr
PYOS. Tho wind, vow Wowing fa fereo
gusts: the won, rlalie eoele mitute: tha
rlouds of spray chnslng each other In
rorfe fMghits throngh space; the geind.
Ing, Ineeasnnt, ntierly overwhielmlng
nofse of tlio reef, mede all sights and
sonnda Indetinlte, nelailous, almost fun-
tantle,

But when the glant hillow reseded,
lenving the ship Hke o dork rock tn the
midst of Innumernble cnseandes, the eas
etroplie  took  plaee  which Do
would have foresven woere s thouglia
less tumultmous. With the support of
the wea withdraw from half 1ta leugth
the huge Lull mwust elther ellp buck
into deep water or break in two., The
glender ateol «hiell of on ocean luer 18
not constructed to reslst the law of
gruvity acting on full 5,000 topa, 8o
the solld looking colussus eracked llka
a carrot, and the nfter part foll baek
into thoe watery chosme, there to hio
pwnllowed Instautly amid g turmoll
which happlly drowned the deapalring

shrleks of far more than holf of thosoe |

on board.

Constupers and Enll sereapmed Bittor.
lv In thelr woo, hint again they wore
suved frow utter collapse by the ox-
Igencles of the moment, Brand, who
expected 1o see the rewninder of the
ship Llown up by the tnrvshing of tho
pen to the furnaces, drageed them fore.
Ihly below the level of the protecting
balustrode. i

Yet nothing of the sort took pluce,
A vust cloud of steam rushied upward,
but it was dissipated by the next
breath of the gale. This Ineldent told
The lghthouse Mecper much, The ves-
Y hind Leen disabiled so long that her
pklliful commuuder, indlog the motive
power of no furtlisr avall awl certaln
thnt Nfs ship must Le driven ashore,
hod ordered the Ares to be Arawn and

the steam to he exhavested from wll
hollers excont ane. Therofare her ghinft
was bhrokew teasonesd Dioand, rohin-

fdens had ocenrred durelng
aud her
pteering gear, of Httle wee without the
driving foree of the euglucs to help
anight have boen disgbled nt the same
time,

When the horror stricker watchers
looked ngaln ot the wreck the forwand
part bad shifted Its position. It was
now lying btroadslile on to tho soas
aud tho lofty forvinast throst ite track
to withia n fow feet of them,

They were spured ono ghostly seenc
which must surely have beroft the
girls of thelr senses. The majority of
the firat class passengers hod gatheroed
in the snloon. Bowme elung like Mmnpeta
10 the waln gangwny; o vumber, most.
Iy men, erowded together in the draw-
ing room on the promenade deck, T'ar-
ther than this they could not go, asg the
compnnlon batchways bad been locked
by the officer of the wateh, the decks
belug quite lwpassable, ,

bly the
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When the hull ylelded, the spaclous

raloon was exposed 1o the vyiclous
waves, Plnding this pew cavern opened
to them, great liguld tongues sprang

oo the durkpess and licked out hap- |

less victims Ly tho score,
palling Incideut those ino the lighthouse
knew nothing until long afterward,

When the ship struck, the clectrie dy-
pamos stopped, and all her lghts wenot
put, The lighthouse lamyp, owlng to Ita
rays belng concentrated by the dioptric
lens, helped not ot all to dissipute the
tim aod ghastly vislon beneuath, but
the greut frume of the fore purt of the
vessel gerved ns o breankwater to some
extent and tewporarily withheld the
waves from beating aguinst the col-
umn.

Hence Brand, stralnlng his eyes
through the fylng ruck, fopeled he
could make out the tlgure of the cap-
taln a8 he left the bLridge aud, with
gome of the crew, took shelter behind
the structure of the likrary sud state
cablns on what remwnlned of the prom-
enade deck, At the same moment the
frenzied occoupauts of the library and
gungway conttived to burst open the
door of the molo companion,

If they Lad to die, they might as well
die In the open and net boxed up In
fmpenetrable darkness, AS o matter
of fact, the bolts were foreed by o o
who fired hly revolver at them, The
pea quickly discuvered this new outlet,
The unext wave, passing through the
sulogn, setit tous of water pouring
through the open hateh, Oue good re-
sult necrued.  The strong canYas awn-
fog which prolonged the spur deck was
earrled away, and the group of survly-
ors, benumbed with cold nnd wholly
overcome hy their desporate poaltion,
could see the entire Lelght of the gran-
fta column in front crowned with s
diadem of Urilllance. The liberated
passengers saw [t for the first time,

The slght bronght no hope. Retween
ghip and lighthouse wns a true mael-
gtrom of more than slxty feet of water

| eréated Dby the backwash from the
| stonework and the shattered hull.
| Fiven If the passnge couid be made, of
what avail wns it? The iron entrance
door was full fifty feet above the pires-
ent level of the sea, It could only be
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approaclied Ly wayr of ihe rungs of
fron Isbedaet I the peeinite, and ev-
ory  waver wven o the compnrintive

moderation caneed by the obstructing
wreck, swoenl o least twonty feet ofgdhe
smooth sione tiors, 1t s this very faet
that provents rock lzhthonses from sels
Howt If ever cerying 04 refages for =hij-
wreckod sullors, The asesmiing Indder
fr mo exposind, the sen usnally so tur
nlent unider (e lenst stress of wind,
thit to Wtos helng enn retain hand |
hold or footing
T‘.
Buccor, Al
grasped It
of the despernte venture
of griertenl climhing up the
glirovds of the foremn=t, On a steamer, |
wlhose yords are seldom nsed for snlls,
the practeabie vope ladder censes 6t

wad one fatnt ebnnee of
itowis mot g #ntlor who
The firat thnt Brond knew
wils the sight

e
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the fave, aualy or mizzen tap, os the
mase iy e winrwintil a anllor
st elitnly with wis il feat 1o the |
triek, 0 font w ty aceasionnlly |
e necessary  wWhen vesael s o |
Aok, It 0= Bardiy over atieinpted o
|

The yeninseen, end who thns
stddenly auede hhosddd the center of
oliseryation enrr e with himn
Not untih he esso el cseeondd portion
of g perilons oseont did Brand realike

401 awl

what the ottier il 1o do, which
wis nothing At o repneh the
truelk, the very tapoof e mast, nmd en-
aeavor to throw o rope o the gillery.

And he el suoeeed, too—thnt wns

s 11

thie marvel of it. The tnpering spur
came very nede to them, perhaps
twelva feet ddistunt, and the wind

would certninly enrey the rope neross
the chasin if corefnlly thrown, A few
gtrong and aetive men might use this
aerinl ferrv, Woll, lLetter they than
none, Brave fellow! Would that the
Lord might help him!

Migher and pedarer swing the stal-
wart yonngster. for none Lot A Jithe
and active hoy could ¢lhnh a pole with
sifech onsy v At lust e renched
the truclk, faintly heard oheer |
from bencath mingied with the hyster.
feal Qelight of Enld and Constance,
when, with legs twined round the mast,
he resied hi= arms for an instant on
the flat knob of the truek,

Heve his face eame into the lower
focus of the el —strong, olenn shiy-
en, clear features, o squate, de.
termined chiin, two dark, enrnest eyes
nnd o wop of rted Dlsek bair, for
his deerstaiker eap had blown off ere
bie cleared the spar deck,

"Look out for the’ Hne' they heard
him shout. ‘The wind hiought his volce
plainly, but evideutly he eonld distin-
gulsh no syllable of Brand'™s answering
hadl:

“Shall 1 mnke fast?

*Can't hear o word,” e eried,
you ean henr me hold a band up.'

Braod nbweymd,
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“ratol the e he went on, Tt Ia
nttachied to g ook with a mnnipg
taokle. TTanl in sesd malee fust,'

e ety hiited Dirand to
Constance., She doaried awar to bring
It, and when the adventiprer ollnging
to the foremast had thraswn a eoll sues
cessfully, Brond took the Instrumens,

“Why don't you eame this way ¥ '1‘I|eE
others will Toilow,™ he Dellowed,

“Ihere are women and oehilidren |
down bhelow, They muet e snvied first,
and they eannot clitnb the mast,” was |
the reply.

SAIL right, bt gend up o eonple of
gnilors, We nre short handed here

“Right-o," sgng ont the other cheep-
vy, though he wondered why three men
should unticipnte ditheulry.

Down he went. Without swaltlng,
Brand and the girls hualed Instily at
the rope. It was no ehibl's play o
holst a heavy pulley and severda] hun-
dred feet of stout cordage. More than |
once they feared the first thin rope
would break, but It wus cood henn,
and =oun the Llock was hoolied to the
slrong Iron stanckions of the ralling.
To make assuranes doulily e, el
told Enld to take severd! turn= of the

spore cord aronmd the hoolk and the
adjacent rails,
Mennwhille, Constaner atul he saw

thiet thee vope was moving through the
pulley without their assi=stanod. Then
through the whirling sond benenth they
mide out nn ascending teare elinging
to It, Soon he was cloge o the gallery,
Catehiing him by arms and collae they
HEted Bl Into safety, Ile was one of
the  Iuundor officers, and  Constonee,
thongh she hardly expected 1, pxperl
epesl o momentary fecling of disap
poititiment that the fest man to esedpe
wins not the handsome youth to whose
conl daring some at least of the ship's
company would owe their lives,

The neweomer was a typleal Briton,

“Thonks,” lLe soald, *“Close slhinve,
IMave you a lght? We must signal
after each avvival”

Enil brought the small lantern, nnd
thie stranger woved it twiee, The rope
fraveled back throngh the palley, and
thilg time it earrlsdd o =allor man,
#giuld not oue word, but stoapod to tie
his Loot Inee,

whn

“How  many  are  leftd  Inguired
Brand of the oflicer,
“Abont elghty, all told, inelmiing

sodne twenty wotnen and eblideen,”

SAL wet to the skin”

“Yes: some of them anconsclous, pers
haps dead."

“C'an you hold ont¥"

“Yes, A nip of brandy"—

“1 will send -some. We must Jeave
yon now, These with me ure my
doughters,”

At Iast the crust of Insular self pos-
sesslon was broken, The man Jooked
from one to the other of the seeming
lighthouse keepers,

“Well, I'm'— he blurted ont in his
surprise. “That Amerlean youngster
wondersd what the trouble wis"

A shapeless bundle hove In osight. 1t
contalned two lctle givls tied lnside o
turpaulin and Iashed to the rope, This
evidently was the plan for dealing with

the Lielpless ones,
Hrand lostantly

dividad hie rovon

Fnld he dispatched to make hot cocon
in the quickest and most lavish man
ner poesible, Constance was to glve
ench new arrlval o small guantity of
gtlhmulant (the liglhithouse possessod a
dozen bottles of brandy and whisky)
and aet na escort, The women and
childven wore to be allotted the two
bedrooins, Any bad enses of Injury or
complete exhaustion could be disposed
of In the visiting officer's room, while
all the men ft to take care of them-
gelves woers to bhe distributell between
the entrance, the conl rooin, the work-
shop and the stairways, The kitchen,
storerooin ol service rooin were (o
e kept clear, aud the storeroom door
locked, Flghty! Drand was niready do-
Ing probleme In gimple nrithmetie,

A slmblar prabliem, with o different
point to he deterimined, was oceupying
the netlve mimd of the “Awerican
voutgeler™ who hond eolved the knot-
tiest proposition poat forward during
thet eventful night.

T wnlehed the forwnrling of the|
shrieking, shudderiug or inanimate n'r»|
moen, e thueld the operation by lis |
witdh, ag the reflectod Hght from the
lntp was quite sufflelent for the puar |
| LLEELLS

Then he appronchiesd the saptain,

“Rav, skipper,” he erlnd, “how long
do yon glve the remaling of her to hold |
ot

“1t ja not high water yot,” wne the
ansseor. “Porlisips halft an bour, Forty
mimtes ot the ntmost.*

“rhien you'll hive to hoost this thing
alone n goodd denl faster,” sald the
choerful one, *“They're golng up now |
ot the rate of one every two Lt o, |
Thot's thirty in half an hour. ity of
na will travel o hieap quicker ot the end
of that thae i your calenlatlon holds
ol

The captain, who appesred to be lnn
gtupor of grief, rowssd himaelf,
A few sliort and sharp opders chang-

od the nspect of affales,  Prightened
and  protesting  ladies  were v---"11‘r-t3‘|
tidl toeptleor and holsted, four at n
thite, like so many bngs of wheat, !

When itoeame to the men's mrn even
fesd peretiiony nnd groator exped.
Wete s,

Tndeed, already there were cinphatie
warmines that waeh valudble tne llilil!
been lost in the early stage of the res-
e, Thongh the wind wns now nnl_\"
blowing n stUT gale, the gen, lashed to
frenzy by the harrleane, was heavier
than ever, The ship was vanishing vis- |
iy, A funnel fell with a hlideons |
ornsh and earrfod away o Mfehoat. |
The pect of the epar deck and nearly
e whale of the forwarl cnbing wern
torn ont Lodily. By repeated thumping
11 ¢ ] hind sertled hinok
nltmost on 1o an even beol, and the fore. |
mnst, whilel bad so providentialiy near
edd the simit of the Hghthonse, wns
now remaovel fnr bevond the possibitiny
of a1 rope being thrown,

The sinvivors on deck worked with
foverlsh energy, The time was drenw-
lne short, They Ald not know the sece-
ond that some unusoally tempestitons
wave would devour them utteriy,

“Noaw, Mr, Pyne, you next,” cried llw|
chief otfleer, addressing the young Phil-
adelphion, who, mirnhile dictu, had |
fonind and lphted a elgur.

Sness N awing up along with the
caplnin,' was the answer,

CUnowith Lim! shouted the eaptaln |
fleroely, himsell helping to laop Pyue
to the fourth oflicer,

All others had zone. The officors
wore leaving the ship Inoorder of sen- |
fority, the juniors first.  Just
et were dbout 1o awing
(| ship the eaptain grasped
T, |

“Thnnl you, Ind,” he sald, and away
they wont,

Thore wore left on the vesae] the
thiial, seooml nnd 1iret oMfieers, the pur
gor wl the enptin The others want- |
ed the captain to come with them ."r'
rosistan]l, holil ont for Lis vight o boe the
List to guit o =hlp e had esmmanded
for more than twenty yours and honrse-
Iy forlade auy further argunent,

Yery unwiilingly they lert him haunl-
Ing alone at the rope, thoush theie prod- |
ecessors, knawing e ueed of i, belped
vigorously from the gallery, Indeed, |
It was with diffienlty that 'yne wus
beld back from returning with the de-
seending rope. They told lilm he was
mad to drenm of sueh a plece of folly, |
and perforee he desisted.

But wheta the cuptain deliberately
cnst off the deck pulley from whieh the
rope had bean manipulated they Knew
that the boy lhad read his soul, 'l'he|
now useless condace dangling from the |
gillery was cnught by the wind and
gen nad gent whipping off to leswnrd,

Brind, bronght from the lantern by
the hubbuh of shouting, came aut, fol-
lowed by Constnoee, He suggested ns
# last resource that they should en-
denvor to fire o line across the vessel
by menns of o rocket.

They agreed to try, for the spectacie |
of the cuptain, standing barehended on
all that was left of the Lridge, moved |
them to a pitelh of frenzy uot often
seon in an assemblage of Anglo-8axons,
and especinlly of saliors.

Brand turned to procure the rocket,
but a lond ery caused him to delay.
The expected wave had come, the ves-
sel was smothered In a vortex of fonm,
the tall foremast tottered and fell, nnd
when the water subsided again all that

L] e reel the ve

as the |
elonr of |
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“I was wondering what had beeomne uf
you."

was vislble of the great steamer was
sgome portion of her hull and the sol-
idly bullt bow, which wus not wrench-

ed from the keel plate untll anether

L]
hour lind passed,

‘Ihe agonized cry of a strong man is
n woeful thing, Constance, by renson
of the gathering at the side of the gal-
lery, wng unable to see all that was

taking place, but the yell which went |

up from the onlookers told her that
gomething out of the common even on
this night of thrills Lnd ocenrred.
oWhat I8 It, dad?* sghe asiced o8 her
father came Lo her, v

“I'he ond of the ship,’ he sald. “The
cnptain has gone with her”

“Ob, denar, why wasn't he saved?”

ST think be refused to desert his ship,
His heatt was broken, T expect, Now,
t'onnle, duly firse

Indeed, ghe required no telling,
encli of the slilpwrecked wen entersd

|
!

A

the Inntern ghe honde] HGim o gless of |
apivits, asleed If he were Injured and |

told blm exnctly how mony flghts of
gtaira he hil to deseend, it cocon
ard Biseuits wonkd bhe Lhrought soon,
she expluined,  Groatly noazed, but
speechless for the most part, the mon
obeyoed her directions,

One of the Inat to elghm her attention
was the youug Ameprlcan, Mr, Pyos,
Her fure B up pleasurabily when she

| saw him.

“1 was wondering what hind becone
of you,” she sall. “My sister hns nske
el me sevorn] thmee 17 pon liud areived,
wiid T hnngloed that 1 omust hnve nviss.
ml you by sotme chinnee”

Now, oIl this wae Greele to bim, or
nenrly go,  Indegd, had It intoel-
Ngible Greok, he andsht Lave guessod
Ita purpart more sisijy,

Pt

Holding the » tn Nl hand, he
Inoked nt her In ok, apen exvad won)-
dop,  To e halle ! so gloofully by a
ol looking iyl hoan e hidd neveor
to: hiz EnoWwledgn sot ovos ol wins
somewhat of aone s by, viid » puzzie
was minde ol the nwore diffiedlt Ly the

| foet that she luul anrdin] the swenth
or ]l:'nnf aeconteryonte Heoded whoen
ghe first ventured forth on the gallory

“P'm renl glad sou're ploased, My
name i Charles: A, Prepe e saiild
slowly

1t wns Constaneo's torn to he hewil
e, Then the exuet sitgation dawn.
ml oon her.

“Tlow stupld of me! she erled, “Of

| mnt

|
conrge you don't recognize me ngnin. |

My sister and 1 Luppen to be alone
with my fiather o the rack tonight,
We were with him on the baleony
when you acted so hravely., You sce,
the Hght shone elenp on yvour fueo.

“I'm glad it's shjuing on yours now,"
he sald.

“Yoi o mnst #n tvo flonrs holow this®
snld she =everely. 1 Hobring yon

w
wiynes el el o sl o3 nulekly ns

1 ea

1 not a0 hit cipedd,t Bie eotmment
o, st ook ot e,

“That 18 snore o loenn sap she
nnswersd, “hat | voso doelighitend thint
wo manmtged 1o di e 80 many poor pea:
et

“Iow many "
“Soeventy-eliehl,
you how many oo
me ery, and I ha
Wil you really he
“Just try me"
At the top of
cnlled to hier fath

“Anything you wont, dod?"
“Yos, dear. Pitad out the ohief officer
and send hime to s He o can eat and

Dt 1T dare not
ste 1t wonuld muke
no thine for tenrs,

to curry o teay?

faek

stinirs Constanee

| drink here whije we tath”

QITAITER VITIL

" LEASE be vureful.  Theen
stalr= nre steep” sald
Con=tnnice, swi =ine the lun-
e close o e sing’s

foor s they ellmtbied i (UL CHTH TR

fiighit,

ST T CAIL™ L nssnrod |
bo thie elief sygferey,

“Al the more reason
not fall, Walt liote a o
have g look nt tlie hos

The visiting officer’

r. Uyon will
i yon shionld

i, nlso

81 which
Borvedd the purpuses o Hhtary and
recrention room o uoroal vines; nosy
held fourteen o juareld (TR T TR 11 B

g two wonien, one of 1l
ardess, and a ltle girl,
Most of the sufferers hd recelved
thieir wounds elther in the soloon or by
eollision with the cornlee of the light.
house, The worat gechilent wis o4 bro-

i a4 Elew:

|

e hield up the lantern,

“Well, that's carlous,” he eried, "1
imuginell you were the other young
Iy, The water |8 needed In the hos-
pital*

“Why didn't yon say s6%" she snap-
ped, helng In reality very angry with
horself for her fippaney, Bhe gave
I o fall pall, and le quitted her,

Constanes, having deliversd her fa-
ther's messnge to Mr, Eunnett, was
prosted with o tart question when she
reventered the kitelen,

“Why on earth Aldu't yon tell me
that ¥onng man was attending to the
Il peaple? Ig e o doctor

“I think not. What happened ¥

“ITe came for g second sunply of wa-
ter and neavly bit my houd o,

YOh, Enldl 1 oam sure he il not
mean anything, DIn't you recownlze
hite? It was he who ellinhied the mast
and dung the rope to us'

“There,” wnid Fnid, “I've gone and
done 1t! Henestly, you know, It was
I who wns rude.
perfect ont.”

“That l=n’t what people are =ayving,"
explained Mr. Pyne, whose appronch
wns deadensd by the outer nolse,
"Thera's 0 kind of genera) ea Nodting
round that this locality 12 nn anunex of
heaven, with ministering angels in at.
tendanee,” -

In the hnlf light of the tiny lamps he
totthd not see Knld's searlet face, There
wits m moment’s =ilence, and this very
solf possessed youth spoke nagaln,

“The nice things we nll have to tell
vou will Reep,” he =ald, “Wanld yon
mind letting mie know In which rootos
yon have loeated the Indlos?*

Constance, as wajor dome, gave the
Information neked for:

“They are In the two hodronms over
hond, Pour things! T oot my wihst
ol to know how to gob thelr elothiineg
drivd. You ace, Mr. Proe, my
nml [ have no spnre elothes Lors, We
only ¢ame to the rock this afternoon
s the merest elinnes'

“Thnt Just whiat wns
ho answered, I am
terestedd in one of them."

0L andld Constpuco, “T do wish 1
eonld help: but, indeed, my own skirts
are wringing wet,"

“IF'rom what I ean make out, then,
my prospective step-annt will cateh a
very bad cold.”

The qneer phrase puzzled the girls,
bt Constance, rarely for her, jumped
at o ecanclusion.

“Your prospective stop-aunt.
monn, perhaps, your flnnces's aunt ¥
alie snerested,

“Tdow't know the lady.
T wis right frst timo, Mrs, Yansittare
fa golpe to maery me nncle, 8o 1 Keop
nn eve on her stock to thnt estont."

“Tlow stupld of me!” che exploined,
while a dellghted glgele from Enld dfd
not help to mend matters, 8o Con-
gtuanes hoeenme vory siately,

“f will nsk Mra, Vansittart to ¢come
out aud speak to you''— she began,

g

I

troubling
sart of In

No, mna'nm.

*No, no! I den't wish that, You
mighit tell her 1 am all vight, That |5
the limit. And=may I make n sug- |

goestion?™
“Pray do."
“1t will Le!p conslderably If the wom-

'en folk take It In turn to get into the

| beds or Lunks

Theu some of thelr
Hnen eould be dried at the stove, |

will take charce of that port of the

C bsiness If T moy; othierwise soma of

ut., 1 muost’

ken nrm, the most alarudng o cage of |

cerebiral  eoncenesion,  other  injuries
consisted for the ost part of ents aud

| brudses,

Unfortunately, when the ship struek,
the surgeon had gone o't to atieind to

an engineer whose han! wits erushod
ns the result of sope fraontic lurch
causd hy the hineriomn ienee the
doctor was Jost with the test bieh of
vietlms, Eall (diseover thnt among
the Tow steertge pussehyors saved was
nomma whe bad galnesd sonwe expori-

cuee lua teld hospital during the cawme-
paken o Cuboe Al by thie pladn a4l
rections  sapgdind with medicine
rhest of the lighthouse, the ex-liospital
orderly hind Gone wonider+ alreadly,

s
| tmpression,

| hefore

SAL T want, mi=s" Le explitiil in
answer to Congtanes's nestion, s |
soane water nnd some Nnen for bangd-

aged. The Hut ontfie In the cliest 18 not
half sufficient."

Blie vanished, to roturn niekly with
n kheet and a pale of selsms

“Now." she snid to Mp. Usne, “If you

them will Qe

The glrls agrecd that this was o eap-
Itnl iden, Constanes went upstairs.
1u the first roomn she Inguired:

“1a Mrs, Vauslttart bere!

Y g
lons yvolea,

A Luly who hind already appropriated
the lower bunk ralsed herself on an el-
Lo,

The little npartment, §ilke
of the bullding sive the ro
by Bramd's ditections, was

velory part
s peserved

prcked al-

wost 1o suffocation.  This, If haroful
1) ene pespect, wis benetlelal In oan
otlier, Whe oocee antmal wirmith of so

many human bel
cr the froezing effect of the gnle on
prople Merally sonited to the skin

The glirh net npmoved by onriosity,
hold the Hght soothnt 10 HMumined Mrsa.
Vapsittart, A woman of forty, no at-
ter how  good looking aud well pres
gerved she mny be, is In sorry plight
under =uch comditiong, Coustines suw
a begputiful face, deathly white nnd
baggord, yet animoted amd  elearly
chiseled, The eyes were Inrges nnd lus:
trous, the mouth firm, the nose and
ehin those of a Creek statne,  Just
now there were deep lines neross the
buse of the high forehend,  The thin
lips, alliod to a transient hnwklike
oy I the promigent exes, gave
momentary clmpse of 4 harsh, per
crusl disposition, A charming
stlle promptrly dispelled this tdeetin
Iustuntly Constunde wns
wware of hnving soen Mrs. Vausitturt
Moy vivid was the faoneitul idea
thut she beeanie tonee Hed,

“Po you wunt met" asked the stran-
gor, with a1 new
Ing, Constance
Ing I the smille

fonnd herselfl wonier-
wore not caltivated to

Lide that faintly enught suggestion of |

the Bipd of prey, Bub the guestion re-

| stored her mentul polse,

“Only to say that Mr, Pyue’— she

comie with me [ will sowl vdn bnck : Legan.

with o pall of water

She took Lim to the kitvhon, where
Enid, alded by a sallor, prossed Into
gorvice, wan dispensing covon and his-
cults,  Pyne, who remained In the
stadrway, went off with 1be water and
Constance's lantern,  The
the lghthonse wns utterly dark. To
move without a Mght nnd with uo prior
knowledge of 1S litternnl o rrangements
wis positively  dangerans All tald,
thore were sovon lamps of  varfous
slzes avallable,  Brand Lod ong, foure
were disteibuted thronghout the apapt-
ments tenanted by the suevivors of the
wreek, two were retiined for transit
purposes, and the men shivering in the
entrance passage bind no Heht at all, ™

Constanee took Euld's lantern fn or
der to diseover the wherenlionts of Mr,
Emimett, the first officer, the tray cuar-
rying sallor ofering to gulde her to
him,

When IP'yne eame back he found
Enid In the dark and mistook her for
Constance,

“They want some more,” he cried at
the door.

“Bome more what? she demnnded,
ft was no time for elegont dietion,
Her heart fumped each time the sea
sprang at the rock. It seomed to be
80 much worse In the dark.

“Water,” sald he,

“Doear me! 1 should have thought
everyhiody would be fully satisfled o

| thal respeet,"

interior of |

“Charlle~1s he saved?"
Mrs. Vansittart certainly

The girl attributed the nervous start,
the gquick color which tinged the white
cheoks, to (he patural anxiety of a wao-
wan who stoad In such approsimate
degree of Lin to the young Awerican.
“0Oh, yes,” sald the gicl, with rendy
gvmpathy. “Don't you know that all
of you owe your Hves to hls daring?
He nsked me to—to say he wns all

Flehit, tnd—that e hoped yon were not |

utterly collppsed.”

The addendum was a kindly one
No doubt My, 'vne Lind meant her to
convey such n messuge.
tart, It was evident, hnd
shock, Perhaps she was o Umorous,
shivlnking woman, ayerse to the sudden
stare of others,

“I know nothing'" she murmured,
“It was all so horrible. O God, shall
I ever forget thut scene in the saloont
How the people fought. They were
not human. They were tlgers, fleres
tigers, with the bowls and the baleful
eyes of wiid beasts.”

This outburst was as unexpected ns
her staecento question, Constance bent
over her nnd placed a gentle hand on
her forehend,

“You must try to forget all that," she
auld soothingly. “Indeed, It must have
been very teerible, 1t was dreadful
enotigh for us, looking down ut things

e will think me |

sl=tor |

] rugzestion,

Yon |

|
zull a sweet but rather quera- |

s was grateful arts |

futerest awd still smil- |

had the
| faculty of betraying Intense interest

Mrs, Vausit- |
rocelved n

f
|tlu-nmrl| n mist of fonm, For you—
But there! You nre one of the few |
who eseaped, ‘Uhat s everything, God |
has been very good to Foul”
She was stooping low and holding the
Iantern In Ler left hand.

Buddenly Mrs,  Vansittart's eyes |
gleamed ngaln with that lambent light
| no oddly at varlance with her smile, |
| The slight flush of excitement ylelded |
to 0 guostly pallor, With surprising

L energy sbe cnuglit the pelel’s nrm,
Who are yon?* she whispored., “Tell

| me, child, who are yon%"

| UMy father 18 the Hghthouse keeper,”

[ gald Constanes, “1 am lers quité by

ehnee, 17 |

I “But your name! What s your
| namet"

“Constanco PBrand."

“Breand Jid you say? And your

fother's nnme?”
| “Stephen Braond. Iteally Mra: Van-
| sittart, you st try to compose your-
self, You nro overwrought, and"—

she was about to sy “feverish. In-
decd, that was a wild word. The
Letrange glare In Mrs. Vansitiart's eyes
iuln:m'll lier. She shrank oway, but

only for an Instant, With o deep righ,
!lho Indy sunk buck on the pillow and
fainled,

Constanes was then friglitened be-
yond question, She fenred that the gel-
giure pilght be o serlous one under the
clremmstances, To her grent relief an-
other wmnan, who eould not help over-
hearing the conversution amd witness-
L e sequel, eatne to the resede,

Shon't be alarmed,” she sald, "“Mps,

| VYansitturt fa very highly strung. 8he
falnted In the saloon. She does not
| reallze that Mr, Pyne not only soved
her, bul npearly every womian  hare, |
swwhen the door wasg broken open, Now,
don’t you worry, my dear. T Wil lodk
after her. Yon have a groat deil to do,
I am supa'

Constunen renliacd that the advics
sens good, Sl conld not attend to one
and negloct many.

Telling the women of the plan todry
thieir underclothing in sections, ghe ask- |
| ed thom to Lelp hier by arranging mits

ters so that thele garments should ba
divided Into lots. Then she went to the
geconil Lisdroom and made the sama
The ense of the suflerers
fn the lhospital required more drastic
| measures, The little girl she stripped |
| with her own hands and elothed her In |
iunc of Brand's flannel shirts and a,
commandeered reefor jnoket,

Two of Brand's spare suits and a
couple of blankets enahled the two in-
el women, who were able to walk,
to ot rid of thelr wet girments n the
erowded roam heneath, and the lockers
of Jouekson ond Butes made it possible
for the moen who most teeded attention
to he made eomifortable by the nvalu-
uble hospital orderiy.

Constance was kept buey fiying up
and down te the kitchen, swhile Enld,
| Wavingg met all Immediate demands in

the matttr of a liot bevernge nnd some-
thing 1o eat, supplemented her lubors.

Pyne worked like o Trojan. A= ench
pile of sodden garments waos dellvered |
to him he sqheezed out ns much water |
as possible with his hands and then |
applied himself to the wsk of baking |
them dry. ITe did thils, too, In & very |
eflicient way, speedily converting the
kitchen Inte a mininture Turklsh bath,
At thie ondd of an Lour he had sncoeeded
0 well that more than one-half of the

femules were supplied with tolerably
! dry nnd warim underelothing.  With
| thelr heavier garments of cotirse noth-
fng conlil be done,

Ounee, on the stalrs, Enhl detained
Constance for o wmoment’s chnt,

“Mrs, Vansittart ts oxdd she sald,

Constiones, so taken np wis she with
many errands, had forgotten the ndy.,

“FHow thonghtless of me she oriel
“Ts sho betier?'

“Yes, it when T went In just now
to glve Ler ber elothes she sald to me,
‘Are vou the sglster of the other—of
Constance Prand? 1t was no time for
explanations, so 1 Just sald ‘Yes' BShe
gave e such o gueer look and then
gmbied gnite pleassutly, apologizing
for troubling me.”

Conztance Inughed,

“Perhnps she knew dad vears ago,"
sho sadi. |
| swnat de you think Mr. Pyne mldi
ahout her?”

“Ilow can I tell? DId you spenk of |
her 10 Bim .

“1 told hilm she had fainted when you
dellvered his message. e sald, 'Guess
she ean falot as easy es 1 ean fall off
a hous=e' Isn't he funny ¥ |

“I thinlk he I8 splendid” sald Con-l
| stanee,

The wreek wns row wholly demolish-
o, The first hig wave of the retreat-
Ing tide envelopeild the lghthouse :zml|
smole It with  thae winliee, |
Serenms enme from the women's quar- |
tors, |

“(io, Enld,” sall Constaece.  “Tell |
them they have nothiug to fear, They
st expoct these thines to happen for |
U near!y two hours, el them what dad |
sulid, Twenty-five yeors, you know.” |

irnve hearts! YWhat [nlinite penetra-
tlon Inspired the man who first sald,
“Noblesse olidjge!™

s

“Who are you "™ she whispered.

Constanee looked In at the kitehen.
Pyne loomed through a fog of steam.

*I'uy no heed to these''—she was in-
terrupted by another mighty thump
nnd  catarnet roar—“these blows of
Thor's hammer.” ghe cried.

“Play me for an anvil,” he returned,

8he descended to the depths to reas-

sure the men, Talklng with sbrill
cheerfulness at  each, doorway was
ensy. It helped hor to go down, down,

fecling stone and lron trembling as

| 1n May or June

every surge wan hurlsd many  foeot
fbove her hoead, At Inst she gtood on
the lowest floor. Teneath her foot wis
natght hut granlte and lron burs, Hera
wny =alldity,  How grateful to Know
of this firm hose, rooted In the very
world, Her heart leaped to her moutly,
Hiut not with fear. Hhe wns proud of
the lNghthonee, gtrong In the knowledgs
of Its mnjestio streqpth,

Nevertheless in thix plaece, the gonrea
of lier own senre of security, she found
unensiness among the men, They wera
all sallors In this lowest lighitabla
ﬂ-g’n. Their preconceived ldeas had
beefl rudely reversed. The ship, tha
nolile striacture which defied the storin
by yielding to its utimost fury, had for
them no terrars. But the atark pilioe
which flinehed from no aseanlt be
wilderel them. It was impossible tg
holleve thnt it conld withatand the

wirain, Fa! Listen to that. The bnt
tering ram of ocean applied to a thin
shuft of stone, Suprely It must Le
pounded Into frogmients,

Snld gone with Indeflnlte bellow amid
the binek turmoall: “1 eaf’t stand this,
mates.

“Up aloft for me! erled nnother,

"Let's die with our eyes open, any-
how,” chimed In o third,

Put a light fashed in the rolling orbs
of the man who was already on the
stalrs.  Astounded, he drew back,
Constance gtood in their midst, o moere
girl, radiant, smiilngly unconcerned,
addressing them |u enlm words broken
only by the fitful nolses. !

“Sorry your quarters—so very un
pleasant. Only last a—couple of hours,
Twentydive years—fir worse gales
Wnnt any more caciya?”

"Thaok yoa kindly, miss, we're qnin
potfortable This feow the man win
wishiedd to die with Liks eyes I

“Pleoee, miss, may we sinoke?
Lie who eouldn't stand it,

Constance Lesitited, Blithely uncan
gelous that o whilf of wmutiny  lind
swept through the siorm tossed foild

she pondered the prolilem,
harm In It

“Yes," she gald, “Smoke by all
means, I will ask my father, and IF I
should be dangerous I will come baok
and let you know, In a few hours U
will be daylight und If the sen fulls La
will come and open the door.”

By sheer Inspiration sle Lad utters ]
the formula destined to annilillnte tha
pecromantie bluster of the hammering
wnves, Open the door! So thls pone
derous racket wns a mere tidal triek
n bogy, which eaeh passing minute
would expose more thoroughly.

“All right, mise. an’ Gawd bless yer!®
growled one who had not spoken hith.
erto. There was & charus of approval
Constance gove a Nttle gulp, The cul
tured and debteate lady Iving In the
bunk above hal not spoken so.

“ladeed,”  she easped, “Ood
blessed somie of us this night.”

Then she fled, further utterance fall
Ing ler,

Nearer the sky Drand tended the
lamp and discussed matters with Chist
Olicer Emmett, The wullor, witll the
terse directness of his clnss, told how
the Chinook bad made an excellent
voyage from New York untll she ra:
luto bad weather ahiout 400 miles weq
of the Lizard.

“It seems to me," he sald, “as If we
dAroppend on to the track of that hurpl
onte after It had curved awas to the
noreard and that the Wamod thing
swooped down on us agnin when we
were ahreast of the Dishop light"

Brand nodded, This suniuise agread
with lls own theory of tle storm as
Indicated Ly the sea,

Mr. Emmett held out & clinehad fist
with thumb ferked toseard the reef

1 wouldn't breathe o word If he
wisn't gone,' he said, “but the old my
wns drivin® her too hard. 1 knew it
aud tha chlef knew {t"—bhe meant tha
ehilef enzineer—"but he woul Isten
to elther Mac or me. Fuaot is, e wng
faly ordzy to sel up'a new record for
the bout, Bhe's Leen crossin' the At
lantle forty times a year for upward
of tweuty vears, gud the recent alter-
atlons, wlthough they ndded [ty fool
to her length, only Inercnsed her en.
gine power In proportion.”

“You surprise me," broke In Brand
“You spenk os If the Chinook were
nearly ns old as this lighthouse, yet I
have never even lheard her name be.
fore."

“You kuow her well enough all the
game." sald the other ruefully. “This
Is her malden voyage since she was il
tored, an' they rechristened ler, too—
always an unlucky thing to do, 1 gny
Bless your Lieart, man, she is the old
Princess Royal. Eh? What's that?"

Ile guffawed mournfully at Brandia
Inveluntary exelamation,

“(Certaln! Well, surely I eught te
know, 1 have passad most of iy serv
fee with the compang n her, gl wheg
I took a erew tn Cramp’s o navigite
her to New York after she was smart
enad up I little imagined T woull soe
Ler Inid by forever the pext time ws
saw the Nglts of old Engiand, My
gondness, even what was left of the old
girl ought to know her way better's
that.”

“But what dld realls happen?*

“Drlvin' her, T tell you -drivin® her
full pelt to land the walls at Soutle
ampton twelve hours ahead of schied.
ule, With that awful sen Hftin' her
und a shaft twenty feet longer, whal
could you expect? Poor I'erkins! A
rare hard worker too, Now he's goné
fown with his ship an’ over 200 prssen
gera un' crow. '

“Tudgivg by the number saved |
feared that more were lost."

“It's the off season, yon know. The
passengsr et was Heht, For the Lord's
snke, think of what {t might have been

She =aw ug

ling

“It 48 Lbad enousth s it js, All has nol

l ended with the disappearance of the

vesael"

The suilor shot a sharp glance at
Prand.

“You ean't be thinkin' any one was to
blame'-- he commencad. Dut Brapd
waved aglde the fancled imputation.

“Hlame!” le sald, “With a broken
ghaft! 1n that whirlwind! No, wo. 1
sent for you to talk over the new diill.
enlty which has to be faced. Thore are
food, water and fuel here for three
men for two months, If you do a ltle
sum you will find that the avallable
gtores on the basis of full rations will
maintoin elghty-one people for twe
dnys and & quarter.”

“But we're only six miles from the
mainland.” Mr. Emmett had not yet
grasped the true wmeaning of the fig.
urea.

“1 have been here more than once for
glx weoks at a stretch, when, for all
the assistonce we could vecelve, w¢




