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Tho discovery that the New Torlt

flro department cannot fight names

nbove the eighth story of the average.

building must prove somewhat dis

concerting for the occupants of tho

upper floors of the numerous skyscrap
ers In Gotham.

Washington county bids fair to hold

the record for candidates for different
offices tho coming season. It goes

without saying that Senator W. F. Dil

lingham will be unanimously
cd to the United States Senate. It in

n so safe to say that State Treasurer
i:. II. Deavltt will bo a candidate for

The county will have a

candidate for Congress In the person

of tho lion. Frank Plumley of North
field, and It Is also understood thnt
former Lieutenant-Governo- r Stanton
would not bo averse to the guberna
"torial nomination. It Is stated Barro
might furnish a candidate for gover
nor or congressman in a pinch in the
person of former Mayor Gordon, and
the office of secretary of State must
also be filled.

ADDISON COUNTY'S CANDID ATMS.

In commenting on tho situation in-

volving Addison county's two candi-

dates for the nomination for licuten-ant-go- v

rnor, the St. Albans Messen-

ger expresses tho opinion that tho
county is thus playing poor politics.
This is probably not so poor politics,
however, as to present three candi-

dates for a position on the delegation
to the republican national convention.

It ought to be possible, under the
circumstance's, for our republican
friends of Addison county to reach a
compromise in relation to the. claims to
bo presented to the State conventions
by considering the two positions
named together and making conces-

sions that will result In tho presenta-
tion of but one name for each from
that county. Addison county has polit-

ical as well as geographical claims on
the Slate and party, and if Its republi-
cans will get together, they will ma-
terially strengthen their position from
a strategic point of viow.

Till: CURRENCY HEM I'DY.

According to advlce3 from Washing-
ton there Is every probability that tho
measure to relieve the currency sit-

uation, for which the public has lone
been looking, will apoedlly become a
law In the form of the revised Aid-ric- h

bill. President Roosevelt is re-

ported by leading senators to be heart-
ily in favor of the Aldrlch bill as It
stands at the present time, regarding
It as the best that could be presented
under existing conditions by Congress.

Tho first section of the measuro pro-

vides that any national banking asso-

ciation "which has circulating notes
outstanding secured by government
bonds amounting to not less than one-ha- lf

it's capital stock' and has a sur-

plus of not less than 20 per cent., may
apply to tho comptroller of tho cur
rency to Issue additional circulating
notes to secure by bonds other than
United States bonds"; but the comp
troller may approve tho application if
"business conditions demand such ad
ditlonal circulation."

Tho "ejnergency" currency would
thus bo a matter of treasury dlscro
tlon, In any event; the comptroller
might authorize the extra note-Issu-

for a bank in one State, for Instance,
and on the same day refuse the appli-

cation of a bank In another State,
The three classes of bonds proposed

for such purpose are;
Bonds or other interest-bearin- g ob-

ligations of any State, Any legally
authorized bonds issued for municipal
purposes by any city or county which
has been In existence ad a city or
county for fifteen years, and which
for ten years previous to tho deposit
has not defaulted In tho payment ot
principal or Interest on any funded
debt, and has a population of more
than twenty thousand and whose net
Indebtedness doea not exceed ten per
cent, of the valuation of Us taxable
property, First mortgage bonds of

ny railroad company, not Including
street railway bond, which has paid
HlvidfliuU of not leti than four per

cent, regularly, and continuously on
Its cntlro capital stock for not less
than five years.

A new amendment provides for an
equitable distribution of tho circula-
tion nuthorleed by tho bill, and was
the outcome of apprehension on tho
part of senators from States which
have much sparsely settled territory
that Now York, Chicago and other
large cities would bo ablo to havo a
practical monopoly of tho Issuo of
emergency currency through their
ability to control most of tho bonds
which banks must obtain and deposit
In tho treasury ns collateral for tho

issue of additional circulation.
Under this amendment tho country

Is not divided Into dis-

tricts, but each division comprises a
State of the tmlon whoso national
banks are to be entitled to taking out
emergency circulation proportionate to

tho total capital and surplus of tho

national banks In that State.
Several new amendments aro de-

signed to provide for an Issuo of
emergency circulation with tho least
possible delay. In tho Aldrlch bill as
presented originally to tho committee
on finance It was provided that

should hold In reserve the
emergency circulation notes only of
such banks as requested that they bo
printed and so held subject to call.
One of the revised amendments re-

quires the secretary of the treasury
to prepare and keep on hand In the

printed notes of all tho
national banks in each
district.

Under this provision a bank which
has not contemplated taking out any
emergency circulation and suddenly
desired or felt compelled to do so will
not bo required to wait until the
notes can be printed and transmitted
to It through the nearest

Tho secretary of the treasury Is di-

rected also by one of tho new amend-
ments to pass upon tho stability of the
several classes of unofficial securities
that may bo used as collateral for cir-

culation. To avert delay through an
inquiry as to the stability of these
securities In times of financial stress
the secretary of the treasury will be
required to have all such securities
classified immediately upan tho pass-
age of the act.

Important changes in tho hill pro-

vide that bonds of counties and cities
without regard to the number of in-

habitants in these counties and cltie.-a- s

originally provided may bo accept-
ed as security for tho issue of cir-

culation, and increasing to $500,000,000,
the amount of circulation that may be
taken out under the bill, tho original
limit having been $250,000,000.

Strong opposition has been manifest
ed by some of tho leading bankers in
the country to some of the proposi
tions embodied in the Aldrlch bill. It
is urged that the measure will open
the door too wide for absolute safety,
In spite of the fact that the treasury
Is clothed with full discretionary
powers. A weak administration might
yield to public clamor and bring about
absolute inflation, it is alleged. It
seems to be a complete Impossibility
to frame a measure that will satisfy
all financial experts, and there Is a
disposition to try tho remedy embod
ied in this measure.

REPUIH.ICAN POLICIES AND CAN
DID ATMS,

In discussing tho presidency and the
policies to bo enunciated in connec
tion with the coming national cam
paign we said recently that tho next
national platform was already written
In a broad way; that It would be im
possible to return to the order oi
minsa wnicn prevailed previous to
President Roosevelt's administration
and that "the fight against the trusts
must be continued and the champion
ship of the rights of the people as op
po-se- to combinations, whether of
railroads or other great Interests,
must bo carried on."

As we understood tho situation then
and as we understand it now this
states in general torms tho policies
that have characterized President
Roosevelt's administration. That we
are not wholly at sen in this matter
is indicated by tho fact that the Troy
Times, whose editor, Charles S. Fran.
els, is American ambassador to Aus
tria, In speaking of policies, rays:

In tho pending discussion of eandi
dacies It should not bo forgotten that
the next presidential campaign must
be fought on the record which the
Republican party has malo on living
Issues, and on the policies to which
tile party has, becomo pledged under
the courageous and successful lender-shi-

of Theodore Roosevelt, Tho posi-
tion of America at homo and abroad
the attitude of this country toward
the encroachments of law-defyi- cor
puratlons nnd their backers, tho en- -
forcement of the statutes against blR
as well as little offenders these will
be the centers of political agitation
and debate.

It requires no argumont to show
that It would be suicidal for a party
to go back on Its own record nnd so
far as the party has committed Itself
to the President's policies they nre,

tho party's policies. Wo do not un-

derstand by this that a man In order
to bo a supporter of President Rooso-volt- 's

policies must endorse any prop-osltlo- n

be may make In regard to lim-

iting fortunes, or In effect confiscat-
ing wealth. If to stop at that point
Is to bo then so good
an administration man as Secretary
Taft Is for he does not
endorse this proposition or some oth-

ers favored by President Roosevelt.
On the other band, If to support

some other candidate than tho man
whom the Presldont favors, Is not to
support tho Roosevelt policies to which
Uv rmrt.v stands committed by Its rec- -
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ord and tho logic of events, then vo

may as well recognize at onco that
tho country has entered upon an era
ot presidential succession to which

thero Is no vlslblo limit. For exam-

ple ,a man favored by ono president
would in turn become tho party leader
and bo entitled to tho same right Iv

claim members, of the party could
not oppose tho candidate ho favored
as his successor without being

to ills policies, and so on ad
Infinitum. It not to bo for Mr. Taft
Is to bo against Roosevelt, nnd not
to bo for Tafl's choice of his succes-
sor Is to bo against Taft anil so on,
where will tho rank nnd file of the
party land In the doendes to come,
taking It for granted thnt tho people
would continue to submit to such an
Interpretation mid criterion ot party
loyalty nnd endorse it at tho polls?

That the attempts of some people
to hold that but mc man can bo ex
pected to carry out tho Roosevelt
policies, in tho party senso, are fatu-
ous U Indicated by the experience of
two well-know- n Vormontcrs wli.) recent
ly talked with a number of New York
bankors on the presidential situation.

One ot the financiers was asked
whether lie would feel safer with
Taft or Hughes and after thinking a
moment ho replied that ho would feel
safer with Taft. In explaining hl:i
position he said: "Hughe. is more
radical than Roosevelt even, but he
does not keep talking about It. Ho
simply goes ahead and dors things."

So far as wu have been able to learn
from different authorities, Including
Vermont men who are familiar with
the situation in the Now York finan
cial districl, this correctly expresses
tho feeling of not a few of tho Wall
Street crowd.

And yet there aro some people who
profess to fear that Hughes would
be a "reactionary." measured in- - re.
publican progressive policies!

The trouble In not a few States Is
that some people are in reality more
nnxlotiri to make a fight for control
of party organization or the privilege
of representing tho party in the na-

tional convention than they aro to sea
any particular man nominated for the.
presidency, but it is convenient lo
use the name of some candidate as a
cloak. This has been tho trouble In
New York as well as in some other
States, but it Is gratifying to note
that the situation Is clearing and that
people are beginning to see things
and conditions as they actually exist.

We have said before and we say
again that wo believe, either Taft or
Hughes would make an excellent
President of the United States. Wo do
not expect a walkover in any event,
particularly if industrial conditions do
not Improve radically before the com
ing summer closes.

Under the circumstances the chief
question will be, which will make tho
strongest candidate at the polls,
Hughes or Taft or soma other man.

If the Vermont republicans in
structed their delegation for Hughes',
and the delegates found unnn com
paring notes with representatives
from other States at the convention
that Taft could carry inoro States
than Hughes, would we want them to
persist in voting for Hughes? But
they must, If instructed for Hughes.

On tho other hand, If tho Vermont
delegation were Instructed for Taft
and developments at Chicago showed
Taft could not carry New York while
Hughes could win It and at tho same
time hold other States that Taft could
carry, would we want our representa
tlves to stick to Taft? They must, if
Instructed for Taft.

Tho Vermont delegates to tho na
tlon.il convention in 1S02 felt that de
velopments at Minneapolis showed
Harrison could not be elected if nom-

inated, and the result vindicated their
position, although a bust of people at
home, "of whom wo were which,'
thought they were wrong.

Senator Proctor had been ablo to
pick a winner In Benjamin Harrison In

1SSS, being on the ground as a dele
gate, but so g a political
general as our senior United States
Senator could not understand from his
temporary location In New York city
In 1802 the changed conditions which
confronted the Vermont delegation in
Minneapolis, showing that tho most
important developments may take
place, at the last moment In connection
with a national convention.

Do we want to tie up our delegation
weeks in advance of the national con-

vention and forco our representatives
at Chicago in 100S to help repeat the
mistake mado at Minneapolis In 1S92?

Wo may havo our presidential prof,
crenccs, but we aro willing to ho
taught In tho light of experience and

vhelp pavo tho way for tho nomlna- -

tlon of a candidate who can win, even
If ho does not happen to bo our In-

dividual choice, particularly when our
party has a dozen strong candidates
who would 1111 the chief executlvo chair
ably and well,

COWPEH'S HOME MUSEUM.

(From tho Pall Mall Gazotto.)

Tho home for many years of tho poot
Cowpcr at Olnoy, Rucks, has Just under-
gone a thorough renovation, conducted
or, ravorent lines, at tho hands of tho
trustees in whom It Is vested ns a
museum. Previously only a part of tho
building was so used, but now all tho
rooms are reserved for the exhibition of
tho many Interesting relies of tho poet
that havo been presented. Tho museum
is especially rich In manuscripts, early
editions of tho pooms and tho personal
possessions cf Cowpcr. Tho exterior of
tho honso bos also engaged attention,
and now, as tho result of a careful study
of old prints, a rcstoratl. .. to the appear-
ance presented In tho days of Cowpcr

J has beau cttactaA

A GRIDIRON OF FUN

Bryan, Fairbanks, Gray, Cannon,

Harmon and Knox.

"firnnd Political Rnlly nnd Itnrbeeiie"
nnod-Nntur- ed .tests In Song nnd
In Burlesque Unloaded Upon

Candidates.

Just ns the members of the Gridiron
club and their guests, headed by Presi-
dent Roosevelt and William J. lirynn,
sat down to the club's twenty-thir- d an-

nual dinner Saturday night, a "police-
man" Interrupted the proceedings by at-
tempting to "pull" the place,
fays the war correspondent of tho New
York World. He declared that the pro
hibition wave had reached the district
and that the commissioners had this
afternoon Issued an order forbidding the
dinner. The order was promptly annulled
by a higher power and the "policeman'
depirted.

A "grand political rally and harbc- -
cue" was the official description of the
dinner. Present besides Mr. ilrynn were

Fairbanks, Justice George
Gray. Speaker Cannon, former Attorney-Gener- al

Judson Harmon, and S;nator
Knox.

COURT JOURNAL, DISTRIBUTED.
The new president of the elub, James

S. Henry, was to have delivered his
address, but Just as he was

iibou'. to begin a lot of leather-lunge- d

newsboys" entered the room crying
an extra edition of the Court Journal,
which was distributed among the guests.
The Court Journal contained In full what
Mr. Hrnry was to havo said. A number
of Impolite reference to the White House
had been expunged by the censor, and
were made all tho more prominent by
the heavy black lines drawn through
them. Among the news items In the
Court Journal was the following:

PUBLIC NOTK'E.

The constitution of the United States
Is hereby amended so .is to exempt
from the advice nnd cor.---- it of the Sen
ate nil nominations for postmasters and
other federal offloos In th State of Ohio
and such other States a may be neces-
sary.

N. P. This exemption extends until
March 4, 1000.

After the dinner .ud progressed a
while "Mls Democracy ' entered in
search of Gov. JohnfO" of Minnesota,
to whom she had a leap car proposition
to make. She refused in reveal what
the proposition was when she learned
that Gov. Johnson was i it there, nnd
refused haughtily to til as a substi-
tute either Mr. Bryan, Judge Gray or
Juds-o- Harmon, all whom were
present.

The menu card was campaign song
book with a song for ach candidate,
Illustrated by cartoor For example,
the song In honor of Ju lire Harmon was
Illustrated by a cntu.n showing the
Judge dlconsoledly gn"ig from a lonely
tent at an army flocli-- Into Uryan's
camp. The tlrst vers', to the air of
"Tenting wis:
1 am tenting on the old ramp

ground,
Where'M'-'-tent- ed In K,

Rut I'm tenting Here a'l by myself.
And It'inakr.s me feel quite blue,

"THE ROOMS."

Presently one of th members arose
and fend a section from tin- - Court Jour
nal, one of tl.e verses- - of which, pnia-phrasl-

Poe's "nells" was as follows:

Hear the fellows with the booms-Self- ish

booms'
What a world of merriment Is echoed

from the tombs'
How they speak, and speak, and speak,

In tho day In the night,
While the ok-"- growing meek,
Listen, week mii ceedlng w eek,

With a groue'iy, sad delight,
Keeping tab tab. tab
To the overflowing blab

That emanates sn constantly from their
committee rooms

From the booms, booms, booms, booms,
rtjoms, booms, booms
Trom the crashing and the smashing of

tho booms.

Somewhat later one of the mVmbers
entered with a Urge letter he declared
had been given l.,tn by senator Bourne,
the persistent and Indefatigable boomer
of a third term for the President.

"Mr Unurne says," explained the
bearer, "thnt this is the original of
President Roosevelt's letter of with-
drawal and he calls your attention
to the fact that it has something tied
to It."

Wl.ercwlth he unfolded n long string
and retired.

FUN WITH THE CANDIDATES.
Above the cables, as the dinner pro-

gressed, floated d balloons,
each representing somo Presidential
Imom. The pre-en- of a number of
Presidential candidates was one of the
features of the dinner, and a good deal
of the fun wis directed at them. For
Instance, th, acrmuncement was made
that PresJileri Roosevelt had issued an
order placing thi jnh of President under
the civil rrrilce :ule.s, and that a civil
service rxan.lnn was nresent to con-

duct tho exnmln iMon. Representatives
of the cnndld.it e were appointed nnd
put through n sf,ro ordeal to test their
knowledge oi ai thmetlc, geography and
other studies For example, one of the
questions In geography was:

"How far Is u from Danville, 111., to
the White House, n. the crow files?"

"Further," answered tho candidate,
"than from any other place on inrth
except Lincoln, Neb,"

"Mr. Rryan," asked the examiner,
"please bound the enemy's country."

"I tried lo twiee," rolled Uryan's
representative, "but It wouldn't stay
bound."

"Mr, Foraker. where do you locate the
enemy's country"'

"Home, Hect Home," answered For-aker- 's

representative ruefully.
"Turning to American history." said

the exninlner, "state what you know of
Uncoln, Judge Gray."

"Lincoln," suld the Judge's representa-
tive, "Is a town In Nebraska famous
for Its heavy exportation of language."

"Did George Washington ever tell a
lie, Mr. Knox?" inquired the examiner,

"Of course not," responded Knox's
representative. "There wasn't any
White House to call at when ho was
alive."

ANANIAS NOW A LEGION.
"Wo wilt not taito up tho subject of

ancient history." proceeded tho ques-Uone- r,

Who was Anal,ins?
"Onco ho was a man " was tho an-

swer, "bu'. now ho is legion."
"Mr. Fairbanks, i,0w much Is twice

two?"
"I must dorm,,, to fommt myself on

that question," rePfj tho Vlce-lrc- s.

dp"l'a representative rmiy.
What in o tUu duties of tho secrotary

of tho treasury?" was another ques-
tion

"To keep his hands o'" other people's
booms,"

"Under tho head of theology, Mr.
Hrynn," said tho questioner, "what is
your estimate of St. Paul?"

"I think that town ought to bu wiped
off tho map," said Uryan's representa-
tive resentfully.

When psychology w- - taken up tho
examiner said: "Judgo Gray, give an
example of a fixed habit."

"William .Jennings "ryan," was tho
prompt reply.

This examination was suddenly e.nded
by the appearance of the douhle of
Senator Itourne, who began delivering
his n argument about tho
necessity of giving Roosevelt what Mr.
Hourne calls "a second elective term."
It effectively broke up the proceedings.
Karli man whom he addressed picked up
his chair and went off with It. Finally
Ronnie, ninlliig himself deprived of his
audience, picked up a vacant chair nnd
began delivering Ms nrgument to It;
whereupon the chair walked out of tho
room nil by Itself.

Then the fortune-telle- r nppenred with
a crystal ball, In which he saw strong
thing-s- for lnstnnce, the Union station
"Med with runners from
iairhanks seeking for Incoming pas-
sengers from Indiana whom tho

might invite to dinner. He
also saw Kllhu Rool, "who," he said,

would rather make a bright saying
than be President.

A NIC NT HOSPITAL SHIP ROW.
Next the crew of the good ship

leulaplus appeared In a parody on
"Pinafore." nick Deadeye, when he
came to sing "Kind Captain, I've Im-

portant Information," rendered it thus:
"Kind Captain, I've got an Inflimation."

The captnfh sounded his lungs and
went over him with a stethoscope dur-
ing his solo nnd replied with a

Then cam- - on, not Little
Huttrrrtip. but I.lttle in
a solo describing the soothing syrup and
medicines she had to sell. Last of all
appeared Admiral Trlxey, who when ask-
ed bow he became an admiral, responded
with a song:

When I was a lad I served a term
As office boy with a drug store fir- m-

Stick close to the calomel and flaxseed
tea

And you all may bo i tilers of this great
navee!

After the crew ot the Esculnplus had
departed, four old salts appeared with
the announcement that they were sailors.
One of them began some reminiscences
of when he was on the Constitution
two years ago.

"Two years ago?" broke In another.
"Why there hain't been no Constitution
for seven years."

"Did you hear the President's last
wore to Admiral Kvans before he sailed."
Inqu.rcd another.

No; what did the President say?"
"H says, 'I!ob,' he says; 'Hob,' says

he 'Don't call mo Rob,' said Evans;
call me Doc' "

MINNESOTA RAMMING NEURASKA.

What's that ship out there, flying
tho democratic flag?" asked ono of the
sailors.

'That's the Nebrasky."
'What's the other one with tho same

flag, that's going to ram her?"
"That's the Mlnnesoty."
Then the Interest of the sailors in Ad

miral Evans returned, and one of them
asked. "What were Admiral Evans's
orders?"

"Them weren't orders," responded an
other, shifting his quid. "Them were
proscriptions."

Important news from the tleet came
In a bottle picked up in Chesapeake
Ray. It was a "round robin" from 11,- -
w sailors, and contained the request

Please refill and return."
There was a postscript to this which

said: "Label it 'From the liure.ni ot
Medicine nnd Surgery, Navy Depart
ment.

Among the speakers were President
Roosevelt, Fairbanks, W.
J. Rryan, Judge Gray, George Ade,
Speaker Cannon, Represf ntntlve John
Sharp Williams. Senator Knox, Secretary
Root, Ambassador llengelmuller and
Bishop Sattfrlee of Washington.

During one period of the banquet
soncs and Jests husljed while elo-

quent tribute was paid to the memory
of Charles Emor Smith, whoso death
only a few days ago prevented him
from being present at this dinner as one
of the Gridiron Club's guests of honor.

SOME OF THE GUESTS.

Among those present were Secretaries
Straus and Wilson, Postmaster-Genera- l
Meyer, the Brazilian Ambassador, the
Minister from Switzerland, Senators
Beverrldge, Kettrrdge, Umg, Nelson,
Scott, Perkins and Stone, representatives
Loudenslager, Lowden, Miire and Town-ey- ;

Govs. Crothers of Maryland; Fort
of New Jersey, and Hoc-.a-rt of Alaska;
Charles H. Roynton, W E. Corey.
William Loeb, Jr., Paul Morton. Elmer
Dover, F. N. Doubleday. M. E. Ingalls,
Frank B. Kellogg, John J. McCook,
John T. MrCutcheon of the Chicago
Tribune; William J. Oliver, Ralph Pulit-
zer of the New York World; OaUtelgh
Thorns and Charles A. Towne.

"CHEER l'I LITTLE SISTEII."
(From tho Rutland Herald.)

A long, harrowing call of the wild
comes walling nnd moaning down
from the bleak northward. Over the
sharp, serrated granite edge of its
subterranean lilr the Bane Times pro-
trudes its disjointed nose and blinks
upon a world of sunlight and laughter.

"Rutland's getting all the good things,"
It complains, In ei.ect. "Now it's got
the office of the clerk of the United
States court for the Vermont district.
It had the Judge; now It's got tho clerk,
and the clerk's office, and the records and
all that appertain; people from up this
section have got to go all the way to
Rutland to transact their husiness; woe,
woo and rt a little moie woe; let us
lament together."

But why repine? Why k'ek against
the pricks or seek tostay tho onward
trend of Invincible progress? Why?

Do not the flowers unquestlonlngly in-

cline their facrs to the sun In the
heavens? Do not the brooks sing their
predestined ways to the valleys? Is not
the steel attracted Irresistibly to the
magnet? Does not love laugh at lock-

smiths and fly to Its goal? Does not the
needle point ever to the North star? Why
rail at things that are and that must
bo? Tho laws of natural attraction aro
supreme; tho llttest must survive;
selah!

Pcaco Times, and peace be unto you
Barrel Rutland rustling for her second
fourteen thousand prosperous and con-

tented citizens has llttlo tltno to hide for
condolences, but she remembers her llttlo
sister cities nnd will never grow unmind-
ful of tho tlmo when she too was little
with them. To your knitting Barre. In
tho reflected light of Rutland's bigness
you ttn may bask and take a share of
credit, serving ns tho useful handmaid
of the State's first nnd foremost city
by furnishing to ua corner-stone- s for
our business blocks and public build-i- n

en- -

OUR KALEIDOSCOPE.

WINTER ACTIVITY.

When tho snow has fallen thickly,
And the bllzznrd starts to Wlz,

Comes a man with shovel quickly,
Ready to got down to biz.

Philadelphia Ledger.

PRUDENCE OF MOSES.
Moses had Just written down the Ten

Commandments,
"Hut," they cried, "would you dare at-

tempt any legislation In a presidential
year?"

Herewith tho .indent lawgiver changed
the subject, New York Sun.

WHAT HE MEANT.
Ho said you reminded him of his

watch.
Miss Chatters Ah! I suppose that's his

way of paying me. a compliment.
Miss Knox- -I hardly think so, dear.

He afterward remarked that his watch
was an "open face." Philadelphia Press.

SWEARING THE WITNESSES.
Town Cynlc- -I don't like th way

they.'ro doln' business over In our court
home.

Friend-Wh- y?

Town Cynic Tom Simmonds, the court
crier, tells me that some ono stole the
court Btblo moro'n a month ago, an'
since then he's been swearln'-

-

tho
on the town directory. The

MEAT OF THE COCOANUT.
"Your honor," said the lawyer. "I ask

the dismissal of my client on the ground j

that the warrant falls to state that ho
hit Bill Jones with malicious Intent."

"This court," replied the country Jus-
tice, "ain't a graduate of none of your
technical schools. I don't care what he
hit Bill with. The pint Is, did he hit
him? Pcrcced." Philadelphia Ledger.

A KNOCK.

Dremer So you don't like the way we
conduct our club, eh? Well, what Is
jour Idea of what a Walt Whitman club
should be?

Skofter A section of tout hickory to
bi. used upon every one who Insists upon
calling him a great poet. Catholic Stan-
dard and Times.

LOOKING AHEAD.
"I thought you aworo off drinking on

the first of the year."
"S I did; I always do."
"But you're drinking now."
"Of course If I hadn't sworn on again,

how could I swear oft next year?"
Catholic Standard and Times.

"ON MIGHTY IT.XH."
CFrom tho Messiah.)

On my study table I keep two or three
quill pens for use with red ink for cor-rec.-

blue books. I was qutte taken
aback when one of our younger profes-
sors, happening In, pointed to my pens
and askeel "what are those?" I had hard-
ly from my amazement at this
klddlshness when another professor,
somewhat older, asked the same ques
tion. And both these professors, as it
happened, were of the Agricultural de-

partment, and one of them had been
brought up on a farm, presumably In
dally companionship with the goose!
What I replied to these gentlemen, so
strangely Ignorant of literary ornithology
was, in substance, 'These, my dear sirs,
are pens, pons proper, pens In their own
right, not bv brevet, not borrowed plumes
pens ctymologlr, the pens which jou de
clined In your adolescent first declension;
the pons which are mightier than swords;
tho liens that signed Magna Chnrta and
the Declaration of Independence, and
wrote Hamlet and all the great thoughts
and dreams of mankind quite down to
these very recent times when Joseph
Gillot began to mike the metallic stubbs
which you miscall pens; pens, which In
clusters become "pinions" and bear aloft
the Theban eagle or are the "mighty
pens of the Oratorio quoted above.
These particular pens which you are so
curiously starjng at were once the pro
perty of the Bank of England, of whom,
indirectly, I purchase! them. For this
high and mighty Institute is so

as to use only quill pens in Its
business. These very pens, for aught I
know, may have been used for signing
somo of thosa cheques for fabulous
amounts which pass through this cosmo
politan clearing-hous- e. And this institu-
tion Is so fastidious that It never retains
Its quills for a second day's use on the
same principle, probably as that on
which it never reissues It notes, however
new and crisp they may be the samo
principle which Richardson carried out in
architecture namely, that good are ab
hors repetition. Hut as each quill by
successive mendings is good for a full
week's work elsewhere, the subordinates
of the bank make honest shillings by
selling the discarded pens to bookkeep
ers and scribblers like myself
But this fastidious taste which clings

to the goose-qul- ll pen lingers elsewhero
than In the Bank of England. Old-fas- h

loned folks, clerks in old banking houses,
literary men nnd women who retain tho
tastes of a former generation some
covertly, as a cherished distinction-so- me

openly, and with a subtle claim of
superiority more, probably, In old Eng-
land and the colonies, than In the United
States, more in our South than In our
North still use the quill pen. Most of
us, who wn for C 5 ears and moro see-kno-

of such people and can gue3s
others. Without knowing tho fact, It
would he safe for us to conjecture that
among the nunrber would have been
Ruskln- - and all the and
Tennyinn. It Is Inconceivable that tin
"Idylls of the King" should have been
written with a Brummagem steel pen'
To come nearer tome, our own Senator
Morrill, who in spirit and manner was a
gentleman of th old school, always
wrote with a quill pen, I have a larga
number of letters from him, some of
them written In his extreme age, every
character betraying the flexibility of his
quill pen, not a slovenly stroke anywhere.
It was the duty and I am sure th.?
pleasure of the janitor of the Scnato
chamber to see that a newly mado pen
was on his desk every morning. Tho
Rev, Mr. Ware, affectionately remember-
ed, and Ion? to be remembered among
us, who was for ?) years and more, sec-
retary of both the Man- - Fletcher hospi-
tal and the Fletcher free library, kept
the records of both Institutions with a
quill pen In a quaint and puzzling, but
highly artistic handwriting. I can re-

call Mr. Ware at a session of tho library
trustees mending his pen preparatory to
making his record, and Mr. Phelps

"See how the secretary Is get-

ting ready to conceal our proceedings,"
Prof. Henrv Torrey, artist In everything
ho ell J, during his long term of offlco as
secretary of tho faculty, made all his
records with a quill pen, and In a very
graceful and scholarly hand. If any ono
ask why In our day any one should uso
nn Instrument so obsolete that two col-

lege professors had to be told what It

Is, the answer would be a manifold con
sideration of habit, and sentiment, and
association, nnd perhaps Just a little of

on tho score of singular-
ity Tho nrt Instinct In us prefers that
which Is mado with human hands to that

which Is maehlne-mad- o. "ft prefers what
brings with It history, and charnhis
association, and literary suggestion,
whnt is nnd quaint, to what
is now, and conventional, ami common,
nnd cheap, prefers It even at (lie ex-
pense oi some Inconvenience and want of
economy. Who would write a tetter to a
friend, or to a lover, with nn Kstcrbrook,
or a Ieo-- i Isaacs, If he had the lino and
now rare accomplishment of shaping
with his own pen-knlf- the pen whir'
adapted to his own Jiand anil style, would
responslvcly express every turn nnd
shade of his thought and feeling""

But I have not quite done Do y0.j
notice, Mr. Editor, Mr. Compositor, a
change In my manuscript? In order to
preserve the consistencies t have th is
f . written with a l pen Ho
ynu now notice a change of style, a flrer
and more Itallannte chlrography, if I may
say so? You ought, for I am now writ
Ins with a crow-qui- ll pen which I m.id
from a feather picked up In ' 'itlln o
woods. he crow-qui- ll also figures in
li'rrature. If 1 were to seek for s

of It for this paper, I should e.i,
Up some of tho beauxs and dames who
hovered around Sir Charles Grand son
and Clarissa Harlow or from the

male and female who figure in
the pages of Jane Austen Or I might
take De Qulncey's suggestion and "auo
the English mall-ha- to be rifiod t
their contents and find therein, as ,e
siyr we should, some of the pur, si and
sweetest English literature in the mud

letter of English women. Bu
the crow-qui- pen figures ehiepy
calligraphy In the beautiful r n vrrn
In which our ancestois delighted 1 t
which the printing-pres- s and t ie yj,
writer have almost supplanted T f
most delicate work In the Ms. of ola
times, the fine shadings and almost in-

visible strokes which made the last ex
qulslte finish of the ancient and mediae
val manuscripts were put In wl'h tho
crow-qui- ll pen. These pens can st'll be
bought of some of the Enghsn and con-
tinental stationers.

Thus far 1 had reached and was about
eIolng this bit of gossip when ms ey.;
fell on these words In the "Conten's'' jf
a book of American Poetry. "Lines on
receiving an E'lgle's-Qul- ll from Lak. Su-

perior." How this made my heirt lound'
Think ot It! If by the pen ui'icked 'n n
tho wing of the domestic g su i

man-el- s of song have been wnt' r whit
may we not expect when ooets write
with pens dropped by the eagle from thi
sky as he soars amid the enulls above
Lake Superior? Good heavens' May
we not hive a new Dryden, an Ameri-
can Pindar! President M. II. Buckham
In Tho University Cynic.

A PROFITABLE CROP IX THI!
NORTHWEST.

The second factor making for tho new
prosperity miy be termed "'he discovery
of flax." For years there had been a few
scattered Hax fields, but It wi- - "ilv in
the middle nineties that t!. irt'. wes-
tern pioneer awoke to the ills- ve rv t t

linseed oil was of a more trulv golden
hue, not only than the wli.-a- t 'lei! it
than any g quartz Cal forr a
ever saw. And so the endless g"i Ion je'-lo-

of the fields of wheat ga. n'a "
tho blue flowers in August anel. th. ti k
ling bolls In September, of the flax fM,l

Those who have never heard the ring-
ing of the flax hells have m ssed a truly
wonderful sensation. The round seed
pods, smaller than peas, which con'aln
the seed, give .1 faint metallic sound
which ns ono drives or walks through a
field, setting thousands In motion, seems
llko myriads of lnflnltesm.il bells tink-lin- g

so faintly as to bv all but inaudible
Nor Is the mere sight of .1 flax field In
the mellow August to be forgotten
Imagine a hundred-acr- e field, filled with
flowers of a blue mo-- e delicate than vio-
lets. Anel of its profitible chnro "cr mei
Illustration will suffice, in June. '9nn
Jannsen bought .1 hundred and slx'y
acres In the heart of th- - gre it flax belt
for ?10 an acre on the crop pa ment pia
Ole "broke up" that fall urd m xt
spring a hundred and thlrty-O- v ar-e- s

and planted It in (lax. In round numbo-- s.

he threshed In the fall e'gl te n and one- -

half bushels to the acre; sol 1 it for Jt "ou
a bushel; total. ".Sen. n little mere har
twice enough to pay for h's lajid out if
his first crop Not only wis the flax i-

mmensely profitable itself hut t remove 1

from the country the st'smi. 'one crop
country-."- - A. E. Dickey, in The World
To-Da- for February.

FOUNTAIN PENS.
The Free Press stationery' store hav

hod manufactured expressly for them i
high grado fountain pen, which the
call "The Burlington," prlco 51 00 ana
Il.M.

CLUBBING LIST.

The Tree Press nnd Olher Periodical'
nt iMxr Rntes to One Address.

The Weekly FREE PRESS can be nb
talned In combination with other endn
periodicals at low rates. To prevent un-
necessary correspondence we will stita
that after tho subscription has begun
notice of a change of address, or anything
concerning the receipt of the other per-

iodicals, should be sent directly to th
ofT.ce of that periodical.

The Weekly FREE PRESS and anv
one of the following period w ' 0

sent to any one address In the I'npc 1

States for one year at tho pn cs annexed,

Ainslee's Magazine $2 1

American Magazine 1

American Boy 1 5

Caledonian (St. Johnsbury) 2 n)

Cosmopolitan 1 "5

Century Mngaztne 4 S5

Country Life In America
Delineator 2 "0

Farm and Fire-.sid- o 1.25

Garden Mngazlno - W

Harper's Bazar LS5

Good Housekeeping l.SS

Harper's Magazine 4.M

Harper's Weekly 4.M

Harrer's Round Table l.M
Leslie's Weekly 4.3.".

Metropolitan Magazine :.6i)

Ladles' World 1 10

McClure's Magazine till Feb. IMS .. 2M

Mirror and Farmer 1.10

Munsey's Magazine 2,i)
National Magazine 1.0)

New York Tribuno Farmer l.M
New York Twiee-a-weo- k Tribune .... 2.M

New York World I TS

New England Farmer !
Review of Reviews J.OO

Rural New Yorker 1M
ttclentiflc American 3. CO

ftcrlbncr's 3.S5
SuJnt Nicholas 3.G0

Success 1.S5

Tuble Talk LM
Woman's Home Companion 1.60

World's Work S.2f

World To-da- y 2.M

Our clubbing list Includes all papors
and magHzines published. Only thosa
not frequently asked for aro printed In
aur list, but others may bo had on appli-

cation.
Subscribers may havo more tnnn on

paper from this clubbing list, Alwayi
send a stamp for reply when asking
about this, as we do all this work at no
profit In order tpiftocomcslate our


