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CHAPTER XXXI.
The Search for the Mizsing,

The note of unrestrained jov of re-
Hof in the womnn's volee rang through
the room, atlliing all else, and oaus-
fng those who benrd to furget for nn
instant the sterner purpose of thelr
gathering Fulrbain bant over her,
Hhe a ot gunrdian angel, pattiog her
enoulder, her blurred with
tonrg as to be practieally gightlees, yot
stlll tumed questioningly upon Walte
The eheriff was frst to recover
gpesch, and a pense of duty,

“Then thie lots Miss Msclalre out
of the conspirsey oharge,” he sald,
gravely, “but it doesn't make It any
brighter for Hawley eso far as 1 can
rac—there's o robbery charge ngainet
bhim {f nothing Any one hero
know where the fellow 1"

For a moment no one answered, &l-
though Keith took a etep forwurd, re-
minded instantly of Hope's predlca
ment. Defore he could speak, howervern,
Christie looked up, with swift pesture
yushing back her loogened halr

“He wns to have met me at the
theater tonlght,” she #ndd, her voice
trembling, “"but was not there when
1 came out; he—he sald Le bad im-
portant news for me.”

*And fatled to show up-—did hie gend
no meseage?’

‘Doctor Falrbain was waolting for
me initead He eald that Mr Hawley
wae culled guddenly oot of town.”

Tho eves of the gharlfl furned to
Fairbaln, whose fucoe grew redder
than weunl, a8 he shifted his gaze
toward Holth

“Thnt
Tamely

eyYeE 8O

olso

wuse a1l hoe confesead,
“I—1 wos told to say thar
« Sherift," and Keith
his voloee clear and
name g Keith, and
1 have unavoldat's been mized up in
this affalr from tho beginning, Just
now | can relleve the doctor of his
embarrassment Hope Waltn
and T have bteen asseciaiod together
In an effort to solva this mystery, This
evening, toking uwdvantage of the re-
markable existing Lo
twoan hersell Gnd Miss Maclalre, Mies
Hope declded ipon o mask—"'

stood bLefore tl
copvincing Wy

Mlgs

reseni bilance

"What's thot " Walte broke In ex
eltedly.  “1s Iione here?"

“Yer, hos Yoen for a weak: we'vp
mug Al IOC PONCE JOtCe o1 povrican

hunting vou”
The old man sto
onenvmonthed, un

‘od at the spenker,
muttered sowme

thing whoht Pom Heva, but Kelth, pay-
102 ity ktrention o him, burried on
with lils

18] By he decided upon imper-
r h It Lere, hopiug in this
Was o lelrnmere reganling Huwloy's
i + hid discovered that the
Ly tonfter tho evenlng
PECIO Y ut the stage door of ihe
Trovanere I tsvorted Hops thero,
Qressed us near ke Miss Maclalre i
possihie, and laft hor loside the vesu
buie waiting for ‘Black Hart' to ap
pear. At thio head of the slley 1 ron
into Falrl told bim somethiog of
thn ol Ges, wnd porsuuded him
to ascort Allsa Clirlstie back to the
hotel.  He wae not very hard to per
sunde. Well, Hawley came, nnd Hope

mot him; they
WAY toerther

went out of the alley-
arm in arm, tallking
pieasantly, and turned this way to-
ward the howel. Tbhe dootor aod 1
yoth saw and heard them. | was de-
ayed mot to excesd two mioutes,
speaking a final word 1o Fairbuin, and
when I renclied the strect they had
Alsappearad. | have hunted them
everywhere without fnding a trice—I1
have even becn through the resorts
'Bbe has not returned to the hotel, and
4 burst In upon you Lere hoplng that
Miss Maclatre might have some infor
wation *

Bhe shook her head, and Walte,
plaring lmpotently ut the two of them,
"wWore sharply

"Good Ged, wmani my girl!
alope with that damn vilidln  Cowe
on Sheriff; we've get w  find her
Wil though!"“ and he strode almost
menacing'y amrnis \he room.  “Plirst,
I war. %o know who thy devll you
are™

Kelth ausightensd cp, looking di-
rectly into 1" flerce questioning eyca.

“I bhave toid you my name—Jack
Welth, " be replled, quietly. Doctor
Fulrbaln knows sornothing of me, but
for your furtbher information 1 will sdd
that when we met before ! wis Cap
tain Halth, Third Virginta Cavalry,
aod benrtng dispatches from Long:
wreest o Stouswal Jeckson.”

The grufl oid soldler, half-orazed by
e newe of hls daughters perll, the
gleam of hls ayes sull reveallng un-
ooutrolled temper, stared at the young-
or Inoe froutng him, than alowly be
asld out s hund

"Kedth—HKaith,” ha tepeated, as
though bringlug buolk the name with
an sffort “Tiy tind, that's so—-old Jef
fermon  Keith's Loy -killed at An
botam, And you know Hope?

“Yes, Genornl.”

e looked ubout us though dazsd,
aod the sheriff broke iz wot upkindly

"Well, Walits, {f wa are going o
pensch for your daughter we bhettor
be at It Come on, ull of you; Mles
Maclaire will be sufe encugh hers
flone.”

Heo took hold of Kel'h's arm, ques
toniug hm briefly as they passed
down the hall On the stulrs the lut-
ter took his turn, wtill confused by
what bhe had just heard

“Who is Miss Mualnire”' he asked

"PLy!lls Gule™

“Of course, bul who 1s Phyllis (ale?
What has she to do with Genergl
Walte? His daughter bhas told me she
never heard of any one by that name '

“"Wall, Keith, the old man has never
told me very much; he's pretty close

M lluty, Soopl LoF gwesilug bul I've

Hope,

MoClurg &

Co., 18I0 )

! rend his papers, and pleked up a point
or two. 1 reckon the daughter, Mlss
Haope, maybe pever heard o word
ahout I, but tho hoy—the one that
was shot—must heve stumbled onto
the story and repented It to Hawley
That's what set that fellow going. It
gems Mrs. Walte's malden nume was
HMerpont, and when she wus geven
teen yours old she was marrled to the
fon of & rich North Carolina planter,
The fellow wns a drunken, dissolute,
good-fornothing  They had a dnugh
ter Lorn—this Phyllia—and when the
ahfld was three yoars oid her father,
in & fit of drunken rage, ran away, and
to spite his wifs took the Hitle giri
with him All efforts to trace them
fadlad, and tho mothar finally securcd
n dlvoree aond, two years later, mar

y Hed WL Walte Walte, of cotrne
| knew these facts, but probably thew
| wore never told thoe childron When

the father of Mrs, Wialte's first hus-
band dled, he left all Wis large proper-
t¥ to lis grandehlild, providing
conld ba found and Wentifled within n
cortain time, failing which the propor-
ty wns to he distributed among cer.
tiuin deslgnoted charities. Walte was
namad pole administrater. Waoll tho
old man took as much Interest In 1t as
though It wia his own glrl, but roade
mighty lttle progress. He did dis
cover that the father had taken ‘i
child to St. Louls and left here ther
with a woman named Raymond, but

sho

efter the woman diad the girl com-
pletely disappesred ”
“Then Miss Maclaire 1s  lope

Walte's haolf-slster?”

“That's the way It looks now”

‘And HMawler marely happoned to
stuma e on to the right party?”

“Suve; ft's clear enough how that
came nbout. The boy told bim about
the lost helress hls futher was search
ing after, and showed him his sistor's
pleture. ‘Black Bart' Instantly recog
nizrd her re:emblance to Chrigtie
Maclaire, and thought he raw a gond
chance for some easy money, He
ticeded the papers. however, to ascoer-
taln exactly the terms of the will
and what would be necessary for the
1riennﬂr:nﬁn. He never Intended to
po Into court, but hoped to efther got
Wilte out of the way, or else ronvince
him that Christle was the girl, relying
on her gratttude for hls profita, When
Walte pluyed Intn his bands by com-
ingg to Carson City the chance was too
gond to be lost I'm not sure he maint
to kil hinm, bat he dld mean to have
thnee papers at any cost Probahlv

you know tho rest—the glrl wes easy,

because ehe was g0 ignorant of her
paraitage, aud nothiag prevenied
illawite [romn winning except thint

Wulte got wad eod declded to Dght
That Knoclied aver the whole thing'
They were outelie uoaw
Lst ‘onch of the veol ulgin
first ginuce up aod down
I Lrought Kelth to
wind ready to grapple with the prob-
lem of Hope's disappearance. It
ned to him be had wlready lookod
«verywhere, yet tliere wns notbing
do except to contiaue the search
more pyvstenwuticully. Tbhe sbherlff us-
suined conirel—clear headed, sod we
customed to that sort of thing-—cull

wnd the
air, tha
e peisy

|

4 T niwmsell, L5

o
anly

g in Hickock and his deputles to
wssist, and farly combing the town
from one end to the other  Not a ret
could hive slippedl unobsarved

threugh the oet he dragged down that
long street, or 118 inter-=ecting alleys

but It wua without resul, nowhere
was thare found a trace of either the

#iambler or hls compunion.
They dug into sslbions, bLagnios
dance-halls, searcing buck room:

and questloning Inmates; they routed
out wvery occupant of the botel, In
vided booarding houwes, and oxpinred
shuchs and teuts, lndifferent tw
protegts of those daturbed—but with
out They tound several who
kuew ifawley, others who had soen the
two together pasalug by the lgbted
windows of the Trocndero, but beyolud
that--nothing Convinced, ut luat, that
tha parties seught were not wive in
Sheridan, and Yegioning to fear tho
woret, the searcliors saparated, and
began spresding lurth over the bluck
surromnding profrle, and by the lght
of Jantérns sosking any samblance of
tall  There wos no lack of volun-
'eors for this work, but it wam cay-
dght before the sllghtast clue pre-
nanted itmell, Helth, with the shertl
und two er three others, nad groped
thelr wey outward untll, with the firat
flueh of dawn, they found thempelves
ai the opening of a small rocky ra-
vine, near the foor of "Boota HUL™
Peoring down lnfe ifta stil shodowed
depthe, they discerned what appesred
llke a body lylug there motiooless,
Keith aprang down beside It und turg-
ed the rigld form over until the dead
fuos was revenled in the wau light—
it waa that of the road moustached
Boott.  Me gtaggercd tack at the reo
ognittom, barely able ‘0 elaculate,

‘Heore Sheriff! This is one of Haw-
ley's men'®

The sherift was bending Instantly
above the corpse, scarchiug for the
truth

“You know the fellow ™

“Yes, his name was Beott”

“"Weali, ha's boen dead some hours,
ot ieast six 1 should say; shot just
atove tha eye, anfl good Heavens!
look here, Keith, at (he size of this
Lullet wound; that's no man's gun In
this ~ouptry—no more than a '33° I'd
Bay.”

"Miss Waite had a small revolver,
Ehe must have shot the fellow. Hut
why did they leave the body hera to
be dlacovered ™

The sherlff arose to his fec!, prowl
g wbout In the brightening glow of
the dawn

“They ware In a hurry to ol away,

L

resuiL,

#id huew by wouldu't be fouud belore

| a=ifted hack toward the hotl

——
morning. A £1X hours' start means a  ornized youy at g glght Ny Heay- “I=1 dont think 1t would he s covery could not be delayved long, &k (he oihers
good denl. Thoy did drag him back ens’ thot won what made me so iu verx hard,” she #4=tited, “not If you though the girl was quick-witted, and ‘Must Love been  about daylight
out of aight—Ilook hore. This was fernilly mad the mulish obstinaey of roally wantsd me to* would purely realize that her personal they reached here,” he walll, pleking
whore the struggle took place, and the old foyl, Yaur mother used 1o “You know what | mesn—that [ loye #afety depended upon keeping up the

hera i where the man fell” tracing
it out upon the ground. "The girl
put up a stiff Aght, tco—ser where
they dragged her up the path, Mrom
the footprints there must have heen
ha!f n dozen in the party. Get back
ot of the way, Sims, while [ follow
their trall’

It was platn enough, now they had
daylight to asalst them, und led arounid
the edga of tho hill. A husdred feot
pway thay came to where boracs had
beon standing, the trampled saod evi
teenieing they must have been there for
poine considernble time Kolth and
thy sherify eirolod out untll they #nal
Iy struck the trall of the party, which
Jedd fopih southwesl aeress (hie prairie
0L

“That

horien,

former

'‘Beven
sild the
probahbiy

“That's the
the shivriff stariug
bare Lorizor
lenst #ix
horses.”

Yelng led light
wiie Heolt's,

whaole atory,” replied
off teward the
"nnd the cusses have at
houra the start with
e tyrned nround

Liovk, that tikes ot of iy hedi
wick, 1 reckon of of
you will have to run that gane down.”

CHAPTER XXXIil.

frosh
“Well,
‘m

SO

the rost

Fairbain and Christie,

Dr. Polrbain Bad orielonally dained
the suarching party, ful i
Keith hmself to mun down the rend
gnde Fhawlev, but ufter an houre af r
i loss eff ntire thoveht s
od to 1Y wortann they hod Inft alon
nt the i Fle enutdl] nat, o Vil
fully graen th tantion, tat Lo te
muloned loynl to th VOroN 4
trath that he loved Chrlstle 3aealf
Fairbajit's nature  wos  rounh, I
tnal, yot loval te the eor lie ¢
Hved all Hig Wfe long in army eum
and upon the frontior, arg ! |
af ‘honnr was oxice . i
never on LI Lt i
tie's F""- o I =¥ '

. or tbhat hor [

Ny W nnlitt ot J |
To Ul mind she was tho one and of
womnn His las: momorey nf ko 4
the Httls party of men £ W e
‘Hat roct, haunted hin ik
ally dropoed oy of (he \wreh spd

It was a Iate hour, ¥ot 1 wiae hatd
I¥ lkely the woman Nad retivngd. ¢
I excitrment, her interest (n the piir
would surely prevent that COver
he was certaln e snw Mt
Earning fn her room he Ton! )
from the black street Lolow Ny

thelessa he Liesltated, unesvtain of |

recention.
sfruid
besdre

nred

Biufy,
th fac
now L
1o
Fur down
roysteror fired o
lest he wilvbr Le
elonally seunt toe
within, and up the

Juet outside her door
chiid, the

lorehead,

through the
plainly Lear
last, In 8 sodden spesm of o
bhe knocked softly  Bver 1
epot she heard Instanaly, opeiln:

1tHe

KD 1

L, flercely as he ond ov

mysier the
thie d

a0

nae, y
und sudden 1w
i after pri

(LN

soetor

-il,!i.
perepiration  Legding b
but & Hgit et
trunson, aud he

niovemeiits

(VLN W
fully dres
lohger a o
bt an
“' if

s LAt ion
within

SCOUD e, Siobilils Ein

e

putkotle,. o

aly 1l 1t 151
w ! :

opile i ne 4 i
younger, ialrer,
niering in

velemmne

with the Lgh

halr

uer An e ey sl
g

OUh, Lootoes)
thrus
You lave con 5 haw. 1 1l
You woull, and 1 bove wi
ik

'To mic! g you reclly mom
Migs Clrtstie?"

Ves, |1 really mean thal
Lear of & man,'” amid th
Hght dragsing hiin into the
and ecloting the door  “Why, ®3g vl
could 1 expuct to come tonlght! You
were the nily oge really goo i
You—you asted a3 It yau helleved in
e all the tme--*

e

hor Lntids wore
tovwads L

ot Wi

to n (1 T ¥

y A0u gEToL

Pl dplugaed

o0

*1 did, Chrigtie; you Uer I it
broks In the deliglitad decior, every
nerve tugluy “J'd v clisnned out
that whole gang It you'd onlv sald
BO, but | reckou now It was Lofta: W
lot them tel !l they knew. [1 was
Uke a thunder storm clesrting the at
mospbery.”

"Oh, It was, Indecd! Now | jpow
who | am—who | am! L Ent =in
ply glorlious? Sit down, Doctor Far
buin, there In the bLi; wihters
cur see your face | want to 1nlk, talk

talk; 1 want to ask cuestlons. a 14
snnd questions] but &t wouldg't do ancs
good o ask them of yuu, would
You dou't knew wuviliing about uy
fumlily, do yout'

“Not very wmuoh, 1 am

alrald, on

that you anva go! wi almighty poes
halfalste " dimilted ihe g, vin
phationlly, " and old Wnite pozeaceacs
the wilzpt femper over given u hbu
man being. He's no hloed Kin te you,
thensph.”

‘Wo, but he i3 awfully good uodes
neath, isn't ho?"

"ot A henrt pire polg,
Waite. Why, I've  saen him ery Hio
& baby over one of Lls wmen that gol
hurt.*

‘Have ynu known hing,
long whila®™

“lBver slnce the Spring of ' |
wne brigaded with hi all through the
war, apd had to cut A bullet or wpo
out of his hide bgfore It onded I
thare was ever a fght, Willls Waite
was sure to get hig share He could
swear some then, but be's fmproved
flnce, and T reckon now he conld ke
Iy elalm the champlonship '

uld

of

then, for a

“MA—did you know my mother
also™ and COhristle leaned forward,
her oyes suddenly grown misty B
haven't even the s!lightest memory
of her"

The doctor's heart wns tender. and
he was swift to respond, reaching
forth and grasplng the hood noares
bim: He bad made love before,
somehow thils was different; he el
half afrald of this woman, and § wa
a now sensation altogethes, and uot
unpleasant

“l1 saw her often enough in those
days, but not glnce Bhe wus {regquent

¥ot

Iy In cump, 8 viry sweel faced wom
b vou hav her oyes and hindr, ae |
rsmviiheor.  Waldte vugbt w have rec

tams o thoe h,,‘lmu{ tent, tun; onn

of the beat nurgen | ever eaw, |
thought shoe was u Leauty theo, but
the's some glder by thls tme' he
pansod regrotfully. “You ses, I'm 00

kpriog chleken, mysoll"

Her eyes wers upon his fade, A
sl'Bhit flugh showing In eithor cheek,
and she made no effort to withdraw

'You Know What | Mean—That |
Love You."
! Impr hani
I ! t np with firm
virtior | n vad
11 a Hitlo gr the hiale 1s an
b o1 Onh ) ranstn't  im
Line § \ free o a Sy 1
¥ L) N Bt 80, EIfigC vl
I T 1 i fixiks men
i I hey
A0 o ¢ ti o
. el
Yo n 1 he it Um
unm AL LA d I I onint
Ll B I'wns only thirtylive when
LR ol Waa B o
| I § i Casr st uw
i chat | s 0 custipg 2!
it dow r W got
ite e fpure 1w forry-thres st
wonth.”
It 0g ! [
i ve I i 9
Lving |
{ T
W 1 o T T ti
welly 1 v nuny ing
fellows b hant
Whin?
un; et nel ¥, ald that
! I ! L4 (i
s * bl 1
AN e el !
5 bER e Itor
Wl \ .
it r | w P \ i
“ il LA LA
T A1 v the o*flecrs. they
Brg' ] ! suis N my profess
n, ol h t awfully nice to
PIL O | 1 ¥

o for Haw-
probitg 1or

her wves, bul it wus o plusding

yon—wish yven to b my wife?”

“1 supposed (hat was It—that—that
You wazied me''

“You, and—and you will love?"

Her hoad dropped slowly, so slowly
he did not realize the significance of
the actien until her lips touwched hia
hund

“I do” mhe snld; “you are the best
man in the worid."

Falrbaln eould not move, could not
goom to reallze what 1t all meant, The
vuteome had been so sudden, so sur
prising, that all power of axpression
desaried Wi, In bewilderment he
lifted her face and looked Into her
eyag. Perhops sba realized-—with the
swift Intultion of 4 clever woman—
the man's perplexity, for Instantly she
Ied Bls mind to other things.

Bit let us mnot talk of ourselves
any moras, tonight, There {8 80 much
I wish to know: so much that ought
tn be done' She sprang to her feet
“Why, it 1 almost shameful for us to
stay here, salfishly bappy, whille oth-
vrs nre In such trouhle, Have they
discoverad Hopa?"

“No, we scoured the whola town
and found no trace. Now they are out-
elde on the prairio, but there can be
Htile ehance of thelr pleking up &
trail hefore daylight™

“And Hawloey?

“I1e Yns vanlshed nleo;
dauht they are together
You suppose 06 SO WRHT 01 oo T rToe
do Ithagine over got her 1o
fo with him? She sn't that sort of a
Biel’t

he =40
u y

withont
What do

you hie

K ner Lead, shivering a Nt
must have mistaken her tfor
purhnps has not gven yel discov-
rod  his  mistake But what it all
eans, or how he gained her consent
o with him, | cennot concelve™
o with hands clasped. star-
the window
“There is o little light shiowing ni-
he excliimed, pointing.
O, 1 trust they will find ber
and unhurt That man, 1 be
Is eapnble of any crime. But
oanldn’t ¥ou be of some help? Why
e lzouid remain here with me? |
am o no danger”
“You really wizh

tle 2"

Lo i@

ey TSee,
Y ulder
alive,

lleva
Yol

me o go, Chris-

ol thot wav-—not that way,” and
with hands
course | want you
I want you to help

nroned mmmlsively

Ie drew hers to him, supremely bhap

of emlarrass.
te certaloty of pos:

Py eow, overy feoling
Lyt lost in comg
ee=slon

And | lie sald esolemnly
"Wherever they may have goso Iehall
follow: | now, dear, and
when | come he glad to 8ee

Wi

bitek you'll

"Shall 177
OWwW

her eyes uplifted to his
pad swimming In tecri. UL will
Lo ie Bapplest glel In all the world, |

reckon., 'Ob, what a nlght this bas
becu!  What & wonderful night! It
hing given mo & name, & mother, and

I love™

= her, not in pession, but
mple tenderness, and as ho turoed
iy she sauk upon her kneea at the

man

the

decaption to the last possible moment.
Yot the discovery must finnlly ocour,

| and theres was po guoesing what form

Hawley's rage would sgsumes when he

found himaelf bafMed, and all his
plans for a fortune overturned. Keith
fully realized Hope's peril, and hls

own helplesanegs to serve her In this
emergency was agony. As they hur
rled back to the town, he brielly re-
viowed these conclusions with Walte
and Falrbaln, all allke agreeing thare
war nothing remaining for them to do
excopt to take up the tralll. The tugl
tiver had already pained too great un
advantage to be overhauled, but they
might Lhe traced 1o whatever point
they were headiog for, In splte of the
start belng so far to the west, Kolth
was firmly convineed that thelr destin-
#tiop wanll proves in Lo Careon UlLy.
Procurlng horsrs at the corinl, thelr
forces nugmented by two voluntesr:
both men of sxperlienca—Kelth, Walte,
Felrbaln and Neb departsd without
deliuy, not even paueing o eant but
taking the necessary food with they
The sun had barely rlsen when thes
took up the trail, Keith, aod o ma
named Bristoe, slightly In advanoe,
their kesn eves marking evers «light
slgn left for gnidance ncross the Lare
plain. It wag a cormparatively eésay
trall to follow, lending
the southiwest, the pony trocks cutting
into the sod as though the reckic.
rlilers had bunched rtogether, thelr
‘hor=es trotting rapldly. Evidently no

directly into

altvmpt had Leon wisde At concenl
mient, ahd this served to conviace {he
pursuers that Haowley still believed
his cuptive to Le Misa Macipirs,
that her dienppaearnnee would pot Le
suspected untll  wfter nighrfal It
that case the trall could not be o
covered bofore the following morn
Ing. and with such a stary, pors:
would e useless.  Tirelee., Kt
pounrealy speaking  execept gpnn t
business In hand, the pursgers pro i

forwirnd at an eagy trot, Kellh, h e

of Intense ansiety, with the remer
brance «af old cavalry days to pulde
[ SIVAUNR, 2 e
,'"i-*\i\é_f‘l'b” 3
At i
.I"" "li't": 1
K4

-

Keitii Bent Over to Study the Tracks.

him, Innisting upon sparing the horses

He—ho terested man" admitted | wpdow, with bead howed upon the 88 M ich ns possible i This wns 1o b
' - = J fiarks | ¢ At the door bhe paused) and 8 H1ero chuse and a WONE gue. Gl
AL e He lied loaked back, and ghe turned apnd Was impossiblo to tell when they oo
Pt ' - * gwiled 8t him.  Theon he went pug, I'FUcure ""m“.:lf.t!' _Th"“”:" RS
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