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THE BURLINGTON FREE PRESS AND TIMES: THU

POSSIBILITY OF A NEW POLITICAL PARTY.

The oceultation of two stars in the political firmament has
set the partinan world agog. Bryvan and La Follette have met,
either with malice aforethouglit or as 4 curious coineidence, and
new party postibilities have heen born again.

This talk about the probability of a third political party can
hardly be regarded as novel, although it is ever new, When
Theodore Rootevelt was returning from his chase after big gamo
in the wilds of the Dark (‘ontinent, strange rumors came out of
the east, but the wise men did not search after signs of a new
political organization. They simply assumed that this was a
manifestation of individualism rather than of organized op-
position te the parties in existence.

So thia jumping to conelusions beeausc the political Moses
of demoeraey and the standard-hearer of ultra-progressive re-
publicanism met in the marble palace known as the union station
in the national capital without eoming to hlows or engaging in
other svidencen of political hostility is not n sal'e pastime,

We of America recognize the fact that sooner or later po.
littenl evolution will probably result in the breaking up of onr
parties into wings or factious. ns has been the case in England
as well as on the European continent, partienlarly in Franee and
Germany. Party lines have come 1o rest lightly upon mauy men
in the United Rtates and prevailing conditions are likely to hasten
the propaganda of political independenee.

It must also he recognized that existing party policies are
peenliarly favorahle for the shifting of political divisions. [
has long been a sihjeet of remark that there is little difforenca
hetween the funduwmental principlos of the two leading politieal
parties in this couniry, and some prople wo <o far as to hold that
there is in reality at hottom no differenee sinee hoth parties con
tain tariff revisionists and free teaders as woll as wmany pro
toctianists.  Standpatters and progressives as to the treatmen
of Big Business are common to all parties as well as to the groat
hody of volers who are Hocking by themselves noder o nnmeless
diserganization but ready to adopt whatever apportunity to do
things seeins most favorahle,

Turmineg from gonoral comlitions individnals, woe have no
Isss than three vecognized leadors who micht svork tosethor in
the formation of & third puety. Roosevelt, Bevam and Lo Pallefte.
We are inclined to attach morve significanes 1o the present neet-
g of twa of {hese shapers of political thonght owing to the fiel
that it is not [ong sinee one of (hem, Mr. Besan, bl o conference
with Mr. Roosevelt in New Youk eity.  They are sl vadieal pro-
aresaivee in 8 broad wiv, abthoueh each has his own partien by
ismowith referenec to particular methods of arvivie ot the woi)
sought in common,

I would not be o diffienlt watter for these three wen of de-
served palitical renown to weree an prineiples. bt the great ab-
stacle to unity and harmony of aetion would probably he the
selection of a general-in-chiet. Al jp all it would profahly he
easier for Bevan and La Folletie to work togeether than it wonld
he to estahlish an Ameriean teiple @ lnnee,

Mr. Roosevelt has nothing to i (ron establishing a new
politieal organizatinn and he has not jumped the part
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hormes, than corn, a combination of of the class of diplomatic presidents, were he by any freak of

corn and alfaifa is ns goml ax oats and
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Iy has a great future in our agrical-
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political chanee to gain officinl entrance to the White Honse.

Wilson is dubbed a werve theorist as well as a man of volutile
opinions, which characterization is justitied hy his talk abon
freedom to change ong's mind in spite of written letters, printed
in anothey colunin this merning, and lis present controversy
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