
RICHESON DECLARED

DEAD AT 12:17 A. M.

Confessed Poisoner of One-Tim- e Sweet-

heart Maintained His Composure
until Electrodes Were Adjusted.

HIS LAST WORDS WERE
'I AM WILLING TO DIE'

Replied to Spiritual Adviser in Even, Well-Modulat- ed

Tone When Witnesses Arrived They
Heard Former Clergyman and Chaplain

Singing a Hymn Left Cell Smiling.

Hnston, May 21. Clnrence V. T. Itlche-so- n

wns electrocuted nt 12:17 this mora-
ine

Tho current was tiirnoil on nt 12:10:nu and
the prisoner wns doclaiipd (lend nt 12:17,

Tho former Baptist clergyman, con-
fessed poisoner of Avis Untioll of Hynn-til- s,

his one-tim- e sweetheart, wns out-
wardly calm when he entered tho death
chamber nnd ho maintained his compo-
sure while the straps nnd electrodes were
being adjusted as ho sat In the electric
chair.

Richeson wnlkod to the chair erect,
eyes. KtralKht ahead until he sat down.
Then he closed his eyes and kept them
hhut until the end.

Seated In tho chnlr, he wns asked a
series of question by tho Hcv. Herbert
B. Johnson, his spiritual adviser. In tho
courso of his answers, he .said:

"God will take care of my soul, nnd
1 piay for nil. I forgive everybody." Tho
last of tho questions wns "are you will-ln- H

to dlu for Jesus sake?" Tho reply,
In nn even, tono wns
simply "I am willing to die,"

ON'K AITI-JCATIO- KII.UvD HIM.

Tlio current applied was of l.MO volts,
tiBht amperes. One application was suf-
ficient.

When tho officials and witnesses of
.tho execution entered tho death chamber
nftor walking through the prison ynrrl
In a pelting rain, they beard sounding
through the walls the strains of sons.
It wns itlchrson nnd his sphi'unl ad-
visers, tlie Row Mr. Johnson and Chap-
lain Htebblns, singing. Distinctly uudlblo
as they closed wcie the words "Por I
know, what e'er befnll me, Jesus doeth
nil things well."

Richeson left his coll smiling, nt 12:0S.
Hefnre stattlng on the death march ho
shook hands with Wm. A. Horse, his
counsel, who at tho last moment had
lieen admitted as a witness of the execu-
tion and with tho two chaplains, the
Jtev M. J. Murphy, tho Catholic prl.on

baplaln, being also present.
Then he said: "I'm ready," and walked

on. Ho was dressed plainly In a black
cheviot suit, a frock coat, white vest,
white shirt, turned down collar and a
Wack bow tie, with Fold studs on his
shirt front, and with low blaok snne.s,
Jirlghtly shlncd. Ills bend was shaved
down tho middle three inches wide.

AS CALM AS COMPANIONS.
Tho party then entered the chamber.

JMeheson, accompanied by the clergymen,
followed soon after, tho unfrocked minis-
ter as calm as either of his companions.
The Hew Herbert W. Stobbins, tho prison
chaplain, preceded tho condemned man
in tint match to the chair. Solemnly his
deep voice rang out through the cham-
ber as he rend from tho 51st psalm:

"Have mercy upon me, O Clod, accord-
ing to Thy loving kindness; according
unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressions. Wash mo
thoroughly from mine Iniquity nnd
cleanse mo from my sin. For I acknowl-
edge my transgressions; nnd my sin Is
over before me."

Then ho turned to Ii Timothy the first
rbnpter and 12th verso: "I know Whom
3 have believed nnd am persuaded that
He Is able to keep tiuvt which I have

ommlttod unto Him against that day."
As Rlclii'son settled himself slowly In

the electric chnlr and thtow back his
Jiead and dosed his eyes, tho minister
1 iirned to Hebrews anil read: "For He
Is abb- - also to save them to tho utter-
most that come unto Ood by Him seeing
that He ever Ilvcth to make Intercession
for them."

i:vi:uy hand trbmiiIUI),
Four prison guards picked up tho straps

llangllng like tantacles from the chair
uf death and quickly slipped them Into
place through their buckles. Thero was
ji quiver in every man's hand and even
the electrician twlco placed tho face
strap over tho doomed man's face before
lio could adjust It satisfactorily.

Throughout the entire time the former
minister wns talking bravely, earnestly,
with full steady volco, as he gavo answer
lifter niiHwer to questions propounded to
3dm by bis spiritual adviser, the Rev
Jlcrhort S. Johnson.

Rlchesuii loft no public statement
lint Ills counsel, Wllllnm A. Morse,
irnvn out an Interview ImmoJIately
lifter the execution In which ho told
of thi last hours spent with tho pris-
oner.

"For two hours," said his attorney,
"I wns In closo conversation with
Utlohosnn nnd he talked very
lonlblonllnlly over all mutters. He
expressed to mo nil that ho wanted
done nnd I shall enrry out all his
wishes. Ho whs ready to go, bravo
IU1 1 reconciled. Ho nskeil ino to go
with him to tho loath clialr, nnd I did.

HAD PAID IF.HT IN Fi'I.l..
"Ito wanted nie to sny to tho world

Shut he hnd paid his debt and felt that
lie wns going homo to 3nd for a large
service of life, that he had failed here,
lint bo hnd suffered enough to know
that be would be forgiven; thnt ho wns
ylnd to go nnd to have opportunity for
it larger service In nnother world."

Among many letters nddlesscd to
Itlchcson which wero opened by War-

den firidges was one which w.is
lound to contain eynnldo of potassium.
Jt was mailed from Station N., New
York city, on May 1!) nt 3:frt p. m. It
remained no clue to the sender, the
jiowdor being enclosed in a small

marked "Headache powders."
Analysis developed that It was poison
r the snmo nntilio as that which killed

Yju Lluntll,

Attorney Moise said that he advised
Warden Hridgcs to make, public the fact
of tno receipt of this powder. Richeson
was entirely innocent of any knowledge
of lis having been sent; the attorney de-

clared.
It is expected that the wishes of the

dead man will be carried out and that he
will be burled besldo ills mother in the
Inmlly lot on Itlchcson mountain in Am-
herst Courthouse, Va. A brother, Doug-
las of Chicago, Is in Roston to take
chnrgu of the remains.

MORBID CROWD OPTSIDK.
More than 2,0o) men, women and chil-

dren stood for over an hour in front of
tho prison during tho hour before and
after the execution. All the time there
wns a terrific downpour of rain. Uut no
sound or sign of tho happenings inside
could reach or satisfy their curiosity.

Previous to hie. oxecutlon Richeson
ptesontcd th- - Rev. .Mr. Johnson with
threo volumes of the works of the
Knrl of Shaftsbury and with his manu-
scripts. Mr. Johnson also treasures
tho testament whkh Richeson uso:l
constantly while in Ills death coll.
Across the top of the page, Richeson
had written: "Gone to f!od, clarence."

After tho execution tho prison chap-
lain hnnded Mr. Johnson a personal
statement of Mr Richeson. TMa
statement Mr. Johnson had not read

but ho understood It to be
an entirely personal communication
and one which would probahlj- - not be
made public.

STORY OF RIGHESON'S CRIME

CniiKfil the Ucnth nf Avla Mnnell by
Poison October 14, till I Ills 1,1 fe-

ll Checkered One.

Tho crime for which Clarence Virgil
Thompson Richeson, at the tlmo of his
arrest pastor of the. Immanuel Church of
Cambridge, was sentenced to die In the
electric chair, wns the confessed murder
of his former sweetheart,
Avis Llnnell of Hyannls, a pupil In the
New England Conservatoiy of Music In
Roston.

Tho girl stood in the way of the
minister's marriage to Miss Violet

a society girl and heiress nf
Rrookllne, both tluough nn engagement
which still existed between the two and
because of a condition In which MNs

found her.-el-f. The girl wns de- -
reived Into taking a poison given her

' by Richeson, which she believed would
'leiuedy that condition and died in her
looms at the Young Woman's Christian
association, on the evening of October
11. Hdi. On that day invitations had
been Issued for the wedding ceremony

'which was to unite the Rev. Mr. Rlche-- I
son nnd Miss Edmands.

As pastor of a small church In the
Capo Cod town of Hyannls two years
before, the handsome and eloquent min-
ister, then ai years old, had been at-
tracted to Avis Llnnell, who wns an ex-
ceptionally pretty girl of 17 years. She
lived with her parents, her fnther, Ed-gar I.,!nnell, being a contractor and
builder. It was her ambition to become
a teacher and she was attendljig the
State normal school at Hyannls.

HE RAI'TIXED MISS LdNNEI.I..
Miss l.innell Joined Rlcheson's church,

was baptized by him and became a mem-
ber of the church choir. In a short time,
eails In Ifri'i, Miss Unnoll was displaying
a diamond ring and confided in her girl
friends tli.it sho was to be married to
the minister the. following October.
Abandoning: her plan of becoming a
school te.ioher Miss Unnell began pre-
parations tor her wedding. Sonio of her
trousseau was completed and tho two
paid a vUR to tho Ruw Edward S. Cot-
ton of lirewster who was asked t'o offi-
ciate ut tho ceremony.

Friction developed between Richeson
and his deacons in June, 1!I10, over tlie
yourg minister's Impetuous manner mid
his violent language. There was also a
question ns to tho loss of $50 in money
which hnd been left by a parishioner in
the pastor's study. Tho minister de-
clined be hnd been robbed of tho money.
Shortly afterward it was learned he had
Win it similar sum uy money orucr irom

e ueaniy town to a woman in Halt L.ako
flty, 'tab. His leslgnntlnn followed and
he accepted a call to tho Immanuel Uap-tl- st

Church of Cambridge.
When Richeson went to Cambridge

Mi.4 I.innell wont to (lie Conservatory
ot .Music In lloston. She was Induced
to attend tlie conservatory by the min-
ister In the Idea that by tlie cultivation
of her voice, which had given signs of
much promise In the Hyannls Church
choir, who would better fit heiself to

his wile. On tho minister's rec-
ommendation the girl took a loom at tlie
Voting Womun's Christian association
quarters on Warrenton street, Huston.
She proved a diligent student and con-
tinued her church work by teaching In

film Sunday school of Treniout Temple,
the leading Uapllst Church of the city.
Thero wcro froquont meetings between
Miss l.ln.icll nnd Richeson.

HIS AMBITIONS WIDENED.
The successes which the young preach-

er attained In his larger sphere of use-

fulness made a marked Impression upon
him. Surrounded by influential friends
mid associates his ambitions widened. He
iJlmiu to pay coint to Miss Vlolut Ed-

mands of Rrookllne, the duutthter of
Moses Grant Edmunds, a prominent Rap-tl- st

layman nnd trustee of tho Newton
XUcolc-lii-l Seminary, from wJiluli ltluh- -
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son had been graduated. Miss Edmunds
was prominent socially and woh wculthy
In her own tight, ns well as ontltled to
share In tho estuto of some $880,000 left by
her grandfather. Entrance to tho oxclu-slv- o

home of tho Edmands had been easy
to tho minister us the pastor of tho
church tho family attended, and In a
short time ho wns accepted as suitor for
the daughter's hand,

At the same tlinu Itlchcson wns meet-
ing Miss Llnnell ns formerly. Ilut one
day he borrowed the diamond ling ho had
glvon her, on tho pretext that tho stono
needed resetting. Ho did not return It.
Eventually the newspapers announced
the engngeinent of the Rev, Mr. Richeson
nnd Mis. Violet Edmands. Tho Llnnell
family demanded an explanation. Tho
minister promptly doclaicd the story a
"newspaper fake" and was believed.

Tito Invitations to tho wedding of Riche-
son and Miss Edmands were sent out the
nfternoon of Saturdav, October 14. That
samo afternoon Richeson dined with Avis
Iilnnull at a little restaurant In the Hack
Ray. While thero the girl appeared

At times toil's rolled down her
cheeks. When she returned to her lodg-

ing place, however, she seemed cheerful,
although quickly excusing herself and
hurrying away to her room.

FOl'ND Otlllj IN AOONY.

Groans were heard coming from a
bathroom of the association quarters
shortly after seven o'clock that evonlng.
The door wns broken In nnd Miss IJn-ne- ll

wns found partially unconscious
nnd apparently In great agony. Half nn
hour Intel she died without recovering
consciousness.

A belief that the girl had committed
suicide wns nt tlrst general, but her
family were disposed to discredit the
report, and n thorough Investigation was
made.

Soon after tno girl died, it wns learned
that someone hnd telephoned to Riche-
son, ns the girl's nearest friend, nnd In-

formed lilm of the circumstances. He
coldly denied at tlrst that lie knew the
girl at all. Then dually, admitting that
she hnd been a member ot ills former
parish in Hyannls. lie suggested that her
brother-ln-I.'i- In Utidgevvntor be notitled.
Ilefore bunging up the receiver ho asked:
"Did she say nnvthliie before she died'.'"

The theory of sub Ide was dispelled
when the real conditions surrounding
the death of Miss Mnnell were made
known. The girl Ii.nl been sitting In a
chnlr with her feet In a tub of hot water
while beside her was a fresh chnngo of
clothing. The autopsy revealed the fact
that she had taken a dose of poison and
the conclusion was drawn that she hnd
done so In the Innocent belief thnt It
would remedy a condition that later
would bo a cause of great embarrass-
ment.

HID IN THE EDMANDS HOME.
fin tlie dny following the girl's denth

the Rev. Mr. Richeson preached what
wns to bo his lost sermon In tho Cam-
bridge church, and In his prayer refer-
red briefly to the death of a near friend.
That afternoon, dining with a member
of his parish In SomerWlle, he was Able
to cat but little nnd spent much tlmo on
a couch in apparent mental misery. He
explained that he was overcome uy the
recent death of a "dear friend." That
night he went to the nomu of Moses
(Irani Edmands In Rrookllne, father of
tile "drl to whom lie was to be married
a week or so inter, n. d there remained
In through the next lew days
preceding his arrest.

Scores of police and newspaper men
took up tho mystery of tho death of Avis
Mnnell. It seemed apparent at the out-
set that the belief in n suicide theory
was one which the murderer hod plan-
ned to foster. Given the crime nnd the
reason for It the noxt step wns to find
the rnnn responsible for the condition of
the lctlm. The police bad not far to
seek nnd the newspapers made no pre-
tence at mystery In directing their sus-
picions, The girl had but one sweetheart
and she made no contentment of her in-

fection for Richeson.
In a week's time material evidence be-

gan to accumulate. A woman declared
thnt Richeson hnd telephoned from her
homo making an appointment for the
afternoon of October II with someone nt
the Young Woman's Christian nssoiia-tlo- n

rooms. Rlcheson's landlady admitted
her boarder had roturned a bowl to her
with the remark that she had better wasli
It thoroughly as It hnd been used to mix
paste which hnd contained poison. The
most damaging i 1dence, however, came
from William Halm, n druggist of New-

ton Center and a friend of Richeson.

REASON FOR HIT Y I NO POISON.

According to llabn, Richeson came to
him four days lwfore tho Mnnell girl
died and bought a considerable quantity
of eynnldo of potussluni, explaining thnt
ho wanted It "to kill a dog which wns
about to have puppies." A Cambridge
confectioner told of Hlche.sou coming
to his store on tho afternoon Miss Mn-
nell died and purchasing a peculiar
shaped Jar of candy, Identical with a
Jar found In Ml-- s Mnnell's room. The
minister had taken a Helton bound cat
in fiont of the candy store--. A woman
came to the police and told of seolng
the pastor and the weeping girl eating
together In a restaurant on the sumo
afternoon. As a icsult of this Informa-
tion the police felt warranted In taking
delinlte action.

Tlie evening of October 19 Chief In-
spector Dugnn nnd members of his force
went to the home of Mr Edmands on
Devon stteet, In Rrookllne, to ariest
the Rev. Mr. Richeson on the suspicion
that he was guilty of murder Admission
to tho house wns denied although tho
hour w-- early. The police had no
search warrant and did not feel Justlllod
In breaking into the ningnlllceiit resi-
dence upon the uncertainty of Richeson
being Inside. Thev Iherefoie remained
on guard tlunugh the night, frequently
knocking upon doors and windows and
culling upon the m cupnnti to open and
admit the nllleers

The weary vigil wns kept up until
daylight when a maid who appeared In
the kitchen was prevailed upon to notify
Mr. Edninnds tli.it the nllleers were out-
side and would lueak In If tho door was
not opened nt once. At seven o'clock the
police were admitted Richeson was
found In bed. Ho wns ordered to dress
and accompany tho otllcers.

COMFORTED MISS EDMANDS.
Before leaving ho took In his

arms Miss Violet Edmunds, who wns
weeping hysterically "Do not woiry,"
he said, "everything will come out all
right " Tho minister came out of tho
house in the murky dawn, passing be-

tween two rows of police, newspaper
mtu, and gurlU lU'.lKfybors uud .was
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respectfully

taken to poller hcnilqnnrlers in Boston
In n tnxlcnb to be nirm-ne- d

Tho case wns set for October 31 for
a heating and Richeson mmmntp,)
to tho Charles street jail without ball.
Within a few days the wedding Invita-
tions of tho minister nnd Miss Ed-
mands, summoning tho guests to tho Ed-
mands home on October :j, weio re-
called,

Before the dny of the hearing nrrlvcd
it special session of the ginnd Jury wns
culled nnd nn Indictment charging mur-
der In live counts wns found. Richesonwas taken Into court to plond to thecharge of murder on the day , w, to
Imvo been mnriled to Miss Edmonds.The trlnl of the mso was set f,)r ,rnnu-ar- y

13.

Itlchcson had early written to his
church asking Hint Judgment be suspend-
ed until after the grand Jury sitting, on
November 1 he forwarded his resignation,
but tho church on November (1, nftor astormy meeting, iefu..d to accept it.
Later u second lettor of resignation was
sent tind accepted on November 21.

Tho police hnd even at this tlmo f.tr
from a sntlsfacloiy case against Riche-
son. Tho container of n. po,on ,vhlch
Miss Llnnell hnd t.iken could not be found.It was believed sumo v..d or box might
hnvi; been left In the prcket of Miss Mn.
noil's bathrobe, which h n i,een burled
with her, Tho body was disinterred In
Hyannls on October 21 and brought to
Roston for a post mortem examination
I'.v llvo prominont physicians. Tho cause
ot death wns confirmed but no additional
evidence was found.

A F PA r I IS WITH MANY WOMEN.
At the same tlmo the police began an

Investigation Into tho life of Richeson.
Every Important net of hR f(. from
tho date or his birth at Rose Hill, Va.,
.1". years ago, until his advent In Cam
bridge wns gone Into. It was found that
ho went to school enilv nt Amhorst
Courthouse, Va., high sc nool, then went
to Carrollton, Mo. to work for n brother
and attend a local aendemj. Three years
later he went to Mbert, Mo., and

William Jewill College to .study for
the ministry. While a student ho sup-
plied pulpits In K iniis ''tv. Mn., Stew-artsvlll-

Miss., i:i Paso, Texas, Louis-
ville, Ky., and other plnc"

Rbheson's life had not been an undis-
turbed one, it was learned, and nianv
tales wcte related of bis entanglements
Willi young women. At Liberty, Mo.,
Willie in William Jewell College, he hnd
been engaged to the imiighter of a pio-ftssi- r.

Tlie young woman lent Richeson
money to pursue bis studies and up to
the time of lils mining to Hyannls be-

lieved she was to be his wife. In tho
meantime she develop, d tuberculosis,
which still ueccssimtcs her remaining in
Snlt Lnke City, Utah. The one bright
ray of light in Rlcheson's career ap-
peared to be that he repaid the money
loaned lilm as fast ns possible. The final
amounts were sent lroni Hyannls short-
ly befole lie came to Cambridge.

Richeson wus expelled from William
Jewtll College for cheating in examina-
tions shortly after lie had been ordained
at the First Baptist Church In St. lyjuls.
For a tlmo he woiked as a conductor on
the street cars of tlie Inner city and was
prominent in a strike of street car men,
his fiery eloquence making him u natural
leader.

INVOLVED WITH A WIDOW.
While at Rudd Park Baptist Church In

Kansas Cits. Richeson heroine Involved
witli a widow. One Sunday she appear-
ed unexpectedly dining the church serv-
ice. Richeson, upon seeing her, fell in
a faint. A brother of the woman culled
ut Rlcheson's looms and the young min-

ister left town suddenly. A note to the
deacons explained that lie hnd been
driven away by Jealous women.

At another chutch throe; young women
interrupted the service one Sunday.
Simultaneously rising each inquired of
the minister if he Intended to carry out
bis promlso to marry her. The sensa-
tion led tho deacons of the church to
write for the pastor's resignation.

Richeson enteied Newton Theological
Seminary in the fall of l!'C". and grad-
uated In l!'i. During his i nurse be
earned money by working in restaurants
and shoo stoics, lie was called to the
Hyannls church in l!'.i and remained
there until June. 1HI0. when he resigned
to accept tho pastorate or the Immanuel
Baptist Chinch in Cambridge. Riunois
of his lntei est In women whllo a pi.ncher
In Massachusetts have been current Miss
Eilmnuils, upon the arrest of her llance,
left Cambridge to escape publicity anil,
It Is said, has been engaged In charity
worlt.

RICHESON MUTILATED HIMSELF.
Interest In the case was Intensllled on

December 20 when It became known that
Richeson had mutilated himself In his
cell at tho Chillies street Jail. The
public apparently lost nil sympathy fur
the prisoner following his strange' net,
which wis Interpreted ns u confession
of guilt. At Hyannls, the home, of Avis
Llnnell, tha minister was hung In cftlgy,
with a placard on the dummy reading.
"Guilty. Rend Luko 17:2." In Boston
a conference of Baptist ministers was
rnlled uiid Richeson was forinallv do.
ptived of Ills title of reverend.

Itlchcson confessed his guilt in a state-mc-

mitten by himself on January 3

nnd given out by his counsel on Jauuniy
C. The confession wan addressed to Ids
counsel and read:

"Deeply penitent before my sins, nnd
earnestly desiring as far ns In my power
lies, to innke atonement, I hereby con-
fess that I am utility of the offense of
which 1 stand Indicted, j mil moved to
this course by no Inducement it it

of leniency. Heinous as Is my
crime, God bus not wholly ubainloiied me,
and my conscience and manhood, how-
ever depraved and blighted, will not ud-m- ll

of m still liirther wronging by a
public trlnl her whose pure young life 1

lllive destroyed.
TORi'l'HES OF THE DAMNED.

"I'lidi the lashings or remoise Imvo
suffered lllld .1111 SUffellllg the tortllies
of the damned, In this find it measure
of comfort. In my inouMl anguish I rec-
ognize there Is still, by the mercy of tho
Master, some leiiiuant of the divine, spark
of goodness still llngeilug with me. I

fould wish to llvo only necanso within
sonic prison's walls I might, In some
small inensure, redeem my Blntfil past,
help some despairing soul, and nt last
find favor with my God.

"You are Instincted to deliver f.hls to
tne district attorney or to t)0 judga of
tno court. Sincerely your.!. Clarence
T Itlchcson.

Richeson was taken Into court cm Jan-
uary 9, pleaded guli of tho minder of
Avl4 llnnell uucl Avua fcentenceU to be

electrocuted nt tho Clmrlestown Btato
prion In tlm week beginning Mny 19.

A negro murderer, Henry It. Rutts, hns
been tho constant companion of Richeson
since h! act of Tho
negro has taken a rertnln prldo In sorv-In- g

Rleheson, who hns become so nttaohed
lo the attentions of Rutts that tlie negro
h.is been allowed to remain, although
his crime cnlls for Imprisonment ut Char-leslow-

Tho counsel for tho condemned man
bent their efforts during tho past few
weeks to securing support for a petition
for n commutation of the Month sontenco
to life Imprisonment. The ground nJloged
Is insnnlty duo to abnormal traits, which
nccordlng lo the lawyers would not con-

stitute legal Insnnjty, but Imvo a unique
character of their own warranting clem-
ency.

PETITIONS THE GOVERNOR.
Richeson, on April 2fi, sent a petition

for commutation of sentenco to Gover-
nor I'oss. It read:

"I respectfully request that tho sen-

tence of ilo-u- pronounced against ma by
the superior court for the county of Suf
folk be commuted to Imprisonment for '

life, and 1 leave tho presentation of this
request and the reasons In support there- -

of with my counsel. Clarence V. T '

Richeson."
Simultaneously with tho presentation or

tho potion, Counsel W. A. Morso and
Philip R. Dunbar of Boston and John L.

Lee, of Lynchhnrg, Va., tiled numerou-c'epipsltlon- s

relating to evidences ot Insan-
ity on the pirt of tfcmburs of the Riche-
son family In Vligitila and ns to peculiar
acts and traits of tlie prisoner.

Fpiiii receiving Rlcheson's petition for
commutation of sentence nnd the deposi-
tions of counsel, Governor Fosa Immed-
iately called upon Dr. L. Vernon Iirlggs
as nn Insanity expert to examine tliu
prisoner.

Before Dr Brlggs repotted. Governor
Fo-- s hnd reports from two :ilicnlsts nct-In- g

for tho defense. Those were Doctors
E. B. Lane and I. II. Corlat. both of whom
declared that Richeson wns insane.

After tncei'.ing Dr. Bri'igs's report the
Governor was .till umntlstld rind or. May
II he formally appointed nn Insanity com-

mission for the comnionweiltb. This
was mado up of Dr. Henry R. S'eilm.in,
chnlrivnn of the board of trusties of the
Taunton Insane hospital. Dr. George T.
Tuttle, supet Intendcnt of the McLean In-

sulin hospital, and Dr. Henry P. Frost,
superintendent or the Boston St.it" hos-

pital.
MADE THREE EXAMINATIONS

The commlsf Ion examined Richeson
upon three occasions, nnd Its report wns
tnnde public by the Governor on Mn"
10. In effect, the commission h" lired
Richeson sane, nlthoiigh suffering nt
times fiom emotional disturbances which
wero vnrlously described ns "hysterical
Insnnlty," nnd "h.vstciical delirium."

Governor Foss Issued a statenn nt say-
ing lie found no reason for referring
the case to ills council, which his th"
sole tight of oomtmitntlon of senti no
nnd announced that he would not re
online ml executive clemency. He ex-

plained that he hnd appointed the c,m
mission for the pi election of the i

Inasmuch ns Richeson had
never been tried. Inning been ronton i

on his own confession, and that he dv
not wish the question of Rlcheson's
snnl'y, either at tho time or the com-
mission of the crime or nt the tlmo of
hs execution to bo questioned.

The condemned man w is removed from
the Charles street Jull to the death
chamber in the Chnrle.stown Stnte prison
on May II, the day before the aiiiiiiunce-niei- u

of the Governor's Uniting.
At tlm prison Richeson asked for tlie

services of the Rev. lleibert S. Johnson,
pastor of the Warren Avenue Baptist
Church, ns liN spiritual adviser, at tlie
sninc time expressing a wish that the
prison chaplain, the it.. v. Herbert AY.
Stebbins, continue to visit him. in order
that one or tlie other of the ministers
might be with lilm con.-tnntl-v an ar-
rangement was made where!.;, the two
clergymen lelieved ench other nnd
Rleheson hmj their constant attendance
from the time of hU entering the death
lioii-- until his execution

COLLAPSE OF THE PP.lSi )NEI!
On Friday night before tno execu-

tion, nn:l following soon after t.ic
news given lilm (,f the Governor's

Richeson collapsed. Tho nerv-
ous strain proved too much to with-
stand. Ills collapse resembled

to which ho had been subject at
intervals for years. In a partially
conscious stnte ho rolled nhout on his
cot, delirious, manning nnd gi mining.
At times he raved ngnlnst two men
who were wntchlng him an I following
lilm. doubtless referring to the two
guards forming ills death wnteh. The
prison physician administered sejj-tlve- s

and the prisoner fell into a sleep
for 1 1 hours.

From that time' until his execution
Richeson appeared resigned to his
fnte. lie chattel freely with his
spiritual nl visors and counsel regard-
ing the disposition of Ills affairs and
events of his past life

RIGHESON'S BODY AT MORGUE

Circumstances Arise Which Present
Hh Removal to llo.tliooel lloiiii--

it Virginia.

Boston, May 21. The bodv of Clnrenco
V. T. Richeson, who w.is executed in the
electric chair at the State prison In
Cliaiiestown early to-d- .i Tor the murder
of Avis Liunell, lay at the North Grove
street morgue Earlier In the
day Dr. George JI, McGnith. medical ex-

aminer of Sullolk county, peiionned the
autopsy ieiiilred by law in the ouie or
executed murderers and declared that
lib bosun's brain wns normal. Douglas
Richeson of liilcngo, biotner of the do id
limn, was undecided regnrillnn the dispo-
sition of the remains and the matter will
be settled it is expected, at a
conference 111 the otllee of Attorney Wil-
liam A. Morse, who was Ittchcson's coun-

sel.
It was the iinderstaiiilliiK, pievlnus to

the execution, that the bojy of the for-
mer minister would be taken lo his boy-

hood home In Virginia for hiiiial, but
iircuiiHiui.es arose which pre-

vented Hie plan from being c, in led out.

FIND BODY NEAR TRACK.

Pied l.nPlmit of tinrcmloii I? Idcntly
Killed by I'lrlulit Tuiiii.

1 lit t lit int. Mav '.'1. Tho boily of Pro 1

Lalinnt, who lived nlono on a farm
live miles south of this city in the
town of Clarendon, wns found at il.iid
o'clock this uiiHiilnB by members of
tho ltutlnni railroad hrldKO ttnns as
they were koIiir: on a hand car to their
uorlt, hint; a few feet from tint rails
whero tho man hn.1 evidently fallen
after hnvlni,' been fatally Injured by
a frelKht train. Tho nppearance of
the body Indicated that death had oc-

curred mans hours before It was
tili.1 It Is believed that La-lia- in

was walhliirf homo from tills
ell lite last ulKllt sheil the freight
struck lilm, aa ho wus. scon ut tliu lo- -
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