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PRUOLOGUE,

It was in the woods that the
girl of the Limberlost found her
education, her love, her happi-
ness and other good things, so,
rightly, the air of the trees is in
this story of her life. Here isa
tale for lovers of the woods and
Jor otherswho like a simple story
well told by one who knows the
forest, can tell about “home
Solks' and can find the interest
in everyday lives. Through these
pages flutter the brilliant butter-
J1y of tangled romance, the more
sober bulter/ly, no less beautiful,
of noble, quict lives, well lived,
and the gray moth of sorrow
borne needlessly for many years.
And if you listen closely you
may hear the buzz of the litile,
busy existence of Billy, a young-
ster worth your knowing.

CHAPTER |,
Wherein Elnora Goes to High School.
" LNORA COMETOCE, have yvou
logt your seuses?" dewmanded
the ungry volee of Kathurite
Comstock us she glared at
ber Jdaughter.

“Wly, mother?" fultered the gliel,

“Doti't you ‘why wother el eried
Mrs, Comstock.  “You kuow very well
what I wean. You've glven we no
peace untll you've lLud your wuy
about this going to school business,
I've tixed you good enough, nnd you're
ready to start, But no child of mine
walks the streets of Oonbashia looking
ke a play actress womad,  You wet
your halr and comb It down modest
uud decent aud ther be off or you'll
have no tlme to find where you be
loug."

Elnora gave one despairing glunes
at the white face framed 0 o most
Lecoming riot of roddish brown halr.
which she saw in the llitle kitcheu
nmirror, Then she untied the narrow
black ribbon, wer the comb and plas-
tered the waving curls close to her
head, bouud them fusr, pinned on the
skimpy black hat aud started for the
back door.

Mrs, Comstock watched the ginl
down the loug walk to the gnte nad
out of sight on the rond In the bLrlghe
eunshine of the first Monday of Sep
tember.

“l bet a dollar she gets enough of it
by night!” Mre Comstock sald posl-
tively.

Elnpora walkied by instinet, for her
eyed were hilnded with tears. SBhe left
the road sehere it turned sonth at the
corner of e Limberlost, cllinbed a
snake fence and entered o puth worn
by her own feet, Dodging under wll-
low and serub oik branclies, she «
Inst came o the falne ontline of un
old trall made in the doys when the
precions thwber of the swamp wis
gunrded by srmed men. This path she
followed until she redchied o thick
clump of bushes.  From the delinls In
the end of a hollow log she touh o key
that unlocked the padiocle of 4 liree
weather beaten old Loy, inshle of which
lay severul books: o butterdy appsea
tus and an old eraclked mirror. The
willls were lned thickly with gaudy
butterfiles, dragon flles and moths. She
Fet up the mirror, and, ones more pull-
ing the ribbon from her halr, she shook
the bright mass over her shonlders,
tossing It dry In the sunshine.  Then
she stralghtened it, bouud 1t loosely
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and replaced her hot. Khe tngred vain. |

Iy at the low hrown calleo collur and
gazed despafring!ly ot the generons
length of the narrow sihirt.  She 1ifted
it as she would have ied It to be out
if posalble, That disclosed the henyvy
leather high shioes, at slzhit of which
shie looked positively 11 and hustlly
dropped the wkirt, Lockinge the ense
pgain, she hid the key and hareled
down the teall,

She followed It aronnd the north erd
of the swamp nnd then strock Inro n
footpath crossing a farm (v the diree-
tlon of the spires of the clty to the
northeast. Agnln she elwbed o fence
aud was on the open youd,

Far an fo- |

ays of
wipd

clothing In fgnotance all the
Lier lfe she set ler tectl thoily
went Bustily toward Chiibiishi,
Hhie appronclixl the great stene bizh
gchoal Luilding, birsvely
inguired her wuy to the otfiee of the
superiutesudent. There she leavomd that
should have come the weok belore

eaiterel

Bl
tind arrunged for Lher elisses,

CIofindsled dast spcing ot Brosliwomd
goliool, district No, 0" said Elbora.
“L have been studyiog all summer. 1
nm guite sure 1 ean do the [rst yoeoar
work #f 1 have o few days s get
sturted.”

“0f conrse, of conrae,” nssentnd the

snperintemdent “Ahnost  Invarialdy
conntry puptls do ogosd work,  Yon
miny enter tipst vear, and 1€ you don't
fit wo will thul b ont speedily,. Your

tonehiers witl tell pon the list of books
Yo st boave, and 1T youn will et
with e I will show you the way to

the guditorium. It is now time for
openingy exerelses. Tuke uly Sedt yon
find vacant.” He was gone,

Elnory etood before the entriagice

Ll

aud stared dito the lareest room s
pver had seen. The tloor sloped down
to o yawning stage, on which o Land
of muslelans, grouped sronnd a gl
piano, wera tuning thelr Instriipeots,
Livery ope else was seated, but no one
puld any attentlon to the white faced
girl atumbling half blindly down the
ulsle pext the farthest wall.  So she
went on to the yvery eml faclug the
stnge. No one moved, and whe conld
not sumooen  courage to crowd past
others to severil cmply sonts she saw,
At the end of the alsle she ponsel In
desperation as ®he stuved back ar the
whaole foredt of fuecs, most of which
were now turneid upon Lier

In one burning flash came the fill
realization of her =canty her
pitiful Nttls hiot and rvibbon, her Lis,
| henvy shoes, ler jgnorance of wlere
to go or what to oo, and from i slek-
ening wave wlilel crept over lier she
folt she was golne (o become very 1L,

GHrosy,

Tlhen out of tho miass she 8w & puir
of bizg brown boy cyes three seats
from ber, aud there wis o mescige In
Lhem., Without moving his leals e
reiached forward and witlh w peeneil
tonehied the Dack of the seat before

hlm, Instastly Rinora took anether
etep, wlileh brought ber to g row of
viaennt frout kedts

Bhe Heard the gleele hehind her.
The knowloedge that she wore the only
hat foo the room burned ber.  Evops
motter of moment and some of neu
ot wll ‘ent and stune. She Ll no
hooks. Whera should she po swhen
this was over? What wonld she jprive
to b on the teatl =ning home!

RBofore ale reallzed whit was

way emptring rapldiy Flnora hureled
nftor the nearest el and in the press
it the door tonclied her sleeve timidly,
SWIL vou plesse tell me where the
fro=hmien go¥" she arked buskls,

The el pave hir one  surprised
platuce god dres away.,

“Hume pdoee s the fresh women
khe answoersd, and thoae nearest her
Tkl

Elnora stophs] orasing suddonly, wnd
the color wopt har favwe, “1'11
swiger yan ore the figst forson 1ot
when T tind 10" she sald and stopped
thoret, “Nat that! Ob, T must not do
thot!" she thenght tn Msmuy. “Muke
un enemy the fivst thing 1 do-oh, not
that!"

Bhe followed with her eyes ns the
youngz people sepnrated in the hall,
soie ellmbing stales, some Alsappear-
lug down side halls, some cntering
Jdoars near by, RBhe saw the gir over
tnkie the brown eyed boy and speak to
L, and Le glanced back at loora,
ntid now there was a scowl on hls fuce,
Fhien ghe stood alone In the hall

T'resertly a door opened and s yonung
wounlnn curoe out and eutered suother
room.  Elnora walted untll she retura
e nnd hurerted o ber. YWould you
tell me where the froshmen are?” she
praanitesd.

“surndelit down the hall, three doors
to your left," wus the answer us the
pirl passid,

HOue winute, plegse-—ob, please!™ bog
ped Eluora, “Do © knock or Just open
the door:”

Lo foound tnle o seat," veplied the

o

v

stunt abe leaned agalnst the fence, stars | tencher,

ing before her, then turned aud lovked
pock, Belilnd ler luy the lund on
which sbe had been Lorn to drudgery
#0d & mother who made no pretenss
of loving her, Iefore Ler lay the city,
through whose echools she hoped to

“What 1f there aren't any seats?”
gatped Elnora,
i “Clagsrooms  are never half dlled
Thera will Le plenty,” was the an
By,

Elnora removed her hint

There wns

find means of escape nnd the way to|no place to put it, o she earvled 1t iy

geach the thlngs fue which sbe eaved.  her houd,
When she thought of how she louked | tor without it

Blhe looked Infinhtely bet
After several elforts

she leuned more heavily against the | she at last opened the door and, step
fence and geoaned. When she thought | ping inslde, fuced & smaller and e
@f wurning buck and wenring such | concentrated battery of eyoes,

“Be seated,” wald the professor o

i'l‘l‘j. 1
Ing ¢very one lind rvisen and the room |

chnrge of the class, nnd then, becanse
he saw Elnorn was desperately em

ook and (o gsk her I she had stadied
nipehrn.

He neked hor If she fell that shoe could
do the work they were beglnning, and
Bl sa il shie did,

That was how it happoeaed that thiree
minwles alter enterlng the room she
wis cotspeliod to thilie ber pluce at the
Blackbonrd besido the giel of the hall,
[ whose fluslod foce amd angry eyos
nvolded meeting Tinora's,  Belug com
pelled to concentrate on Lier proposi-
tion, sho forgot herself. When the pro.
, Tossir asked that all puplls sign their
Fwork shoe tirmly wrote “Einorn Com
gtock™ under ber demonsteation. Then
| she ook ber gent aod walted with
D swhiite Hpg and trembling Hmbs as oue
arter another the professor cullind (e
| mnes on thee botrd, whille thelt own
| ers nrose und exploined thelr roposi
| thoms or flunked i they id oot founm)
| woeorrect solution.  She wis S0 engel
o cateh thedr forms of espression ol
prepare herself for her recatation thor
el never 1ok ber opes from the work
on the bonrd unthl cleariy and distinet
Iy “Einorn Cornstoek"” called the pro
fossor,

The dized girl stared at the board
Lne tiny curl added to the top of the
st curve of the o™ io bher nathe had

teansforted It from o gosd old B
Hsh putronymie thot any givl might
benr prondly  to Curtstock,  Elbors

When and low did

stitred spechiloss

Itbnppen?  She could feel the wave of
winiithicrodd Inughter I the ale troari)
b Aol of angor taenad ber fhie
seavlel o s siomal sde) A hot un
EWar HE pohieE s o vodite of e
pirefosaor il esssi) et #trad hitly
| ST DS peroposti o seen RV TR ST BV A |
fally v tedd, Miss et s,
Lo =il =il Ntk ki Ay T
voun dud i
Chat wonl of pr vesd by, Rhe
4 vl wtrabahit o nted Londsodie 249 sk
(NS LA
COF conrse 1 can enpdhdtl iy work,
<liee: sntd il Lones Whut |
ittt explaly ds Now T hog il 1o L
otk ' heod wkstals

“Did you rezlly lel that pawky pisce cf

calico get ahead of youl

| Wilise wy owl unme. 1 =t e
b w0 Hitthe nervouws Hease oxXeuns
S 4 Pl
S e 1ot Lol swent ol e
gl Ith i tosteiy 1linn, with
o O LY T ¢ RS "My
DL i wl s spnkel aliatinet
A =l 1 Lias dyoge wasqyp 1, fallos
ing the I wiseddl i olliers
mnde ber Orst hilgh sobiao! rooitation

The faee of Peofiessor Loy awns i

latds. A Bloors ot Bep sont e
[ looked at her phoadily it pzeles
et e sBnll) Qetll tely, “liow ¥y
S wiriile ds et U TRl
I vion and explain it as ologriy s evel
hag D done o ouy of ey clisses

| nnd stil Be so distirbed as to make o
[ pstake In your cwn nome e Vo
Vvory stire you dil thiat youraelf, Mis
Constork 2

HTe s fnapossilile
should have done it

stond iy

AR

aty one elee

e Tatnor

T e vers elnd von think so 8l
the paafossor, “Dolpge Feoshmen, all of
Vou  fie strneers o0 e I shioeid
Bate Lo besin the year with you fesd
G thets swes ane dieng You smiifl
ehcuagh o do g tolek Hhke that.  The
LeXt proposiiiog, plecs,t

When e Lour wias ol e cligs
ilech Bk oy thie stady doom, wncd B
nora ellowed i des e Llog] e s ses
slic Jid pot Buow whiere elée 1o o

[ Bl wnn t not stady CC TN (T
books, and whey the elnss aealn et
e rooiy to go to panolbor podessor |

[ Tor the poxt reeltniion sle weny s,

AL lppst this

Bhe wis ko anhnorma!ly self cousclous

| COUNL Pt ber ont 3 she
[l.{ll: not bivlopg thote N daiie e
| last, and she kept with the oplhers o
! o they dizpersed on the silewalk
| she faneled nll the hndreds of that
Innghing throng siw and Jested it
Ler. When she passel the brown eyed

Loy wolking with the giel of ber en-

coupter she Knew, for she beasd
KA CIid you realiy ot vhat gawhy
plece of eglico goet ahend of yon:”  The
nuswer was Indistinet.,

Alter poow she rerueped to the ik

#thool, Tollowed saiue other puplls 1o
the gontteam, hung ber bnt and found
her way to the stiedy where she hud
been In the worndng. "Twice that nfter
noon with  aching  hewd she  facid

sty professoars in different branch

gonrse and socured your books?"
quired the professor.

“1 bave declded on my course,” re
phed Elnora; 1 do oot know who to
nele for my hoolks."

HARK Y the professor was bewildered

“I understond the books wersa fur-
misbied" taltered Blneen,

“Ouly to thuse bringing an order

A the township trustes” replied tho

liEasny.

Ol gt

eiled Eluora,

borrnssed, he procecded to lend her n | was not truoe.

Bhe sald she hod o e, bae | Would
not the snme book they were using, | conrse she wonld not, couid ot

G Opee she e=ciped potlee, the see
ond time the worst happened,  Shoe |
was asked o question she conld not
nnawer

“HHave you not dechded on  yong

“1 will

Mrs
puecesury
kst #hior
known
frufts ey
for

T
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