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The Wonderfully Intricate Construction of the
Eighteen Vaults In the United States Treasury-Highl-y

Charged Electric Wires To Pre-

vent Tampering With Uncle Sam's
Treasure Trove.

T is not generally known that, the
Xji- a .States today holds the

f ! " stock of gold of any nation
kil In :he w..rld, the amount being

t ore i.uin throe times as large as that
h d b; Great Britain. Undo Sam's

& oqui.ls that of Great Britain and
, u oat Britain and Germany or

rei Hrltain and Kimla combined.
t i 1 neater portion of thla gold,
' t;ethtr v. i:h fcllver and paiier munoy,

liru in tho great Treasury vault3 in
l- - 'di on. Tho hoardtU trea3uro of

- nut. "it has become so groat that
!' . as only recently that five new
v 1 s vi o built In the Treasury
1 '.llnrf to accommodate the inereas-- i

- p . .
''Upe five new vaults ara used In

i it!, i. to eight other immense ones
"taininB billions of dollars in Bold,

' rf' Prtbaeks and securities, while
f vaults all havo their share

i fi-rur- o. The five new vaults
mtructed on the wpt side ot

r 'iiiry, and at present all kinds
f r n v in bulk Is handled on that

.r f th building. Tho Treasury
i' Miid nuto trucks discharge
i r r . tilts almost at the doors of

How SafcKim riled.
Wh' n thinkinK of Uncle Ram's

,r a we of billions of dollars, one is
uall led to inquire as to what

M tllOdf have been adopted to insuro
ih i sa .keeping of the money, and to
m ko i. absolutely impossible for any
r k, "t of crooks, robber, burglar,

wcv r ' killful, to break into tho
J a .try ami carry olf a single dollar
-- f th ri ttiuii'a money. Although the
Ir i i r Building is considered by

Vmcrican architects to be tho
' fi'l and attractive from an
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Florida, Despite the

of Land
Swindlers, Carry-

ing Out Her Great Pro-

ject of Draining the
and

Making the Land
Available for Truck
Gardening.

ralIK draining of any large swamp
m to finch an extent that it may be
(jH utilized for cultivation Is no asy

t isk. and when it comes to re-

claiming four million acres of such
land tho project becomes colossal
one, yet this is what tho State of

Is and doing with nuch suc-
cess that alrendy a largo number of
truck farms nro In operation In the
very heart of the Everglades.

Tho schumo of draining the
"Olades" is not now, for aB far back
as 13-1- tlin Secrotary of the Treasury
acting under a resolution of Congress
ip'olntod Buckingham Smith, an eml- -
nont engineer, to procure authentic
lr' naMon regarding the practicabil
ity of draining the Everglade. Sur-
veys worn mado again nnd again, and
eaoh time tho engineer in charge re-

ported favorably on tho drainago Idea.
As early as February, 1881, the Trus-
tees of tho Internal Improvement
Fund entorod Into a contract with
Philadelphia firm to drain and reclaim
tho overllowed land. Tho work pro.
grensed slowly until 1893, when there
Wire numerous controversies over the
amount of money and tracts of land
'the Company was to recolve, and the
SKatk vfus suspended. Tho urolilem

- 1 PI H I
2 I I V; .

I

artistic standpoint of all buildings be-

longing to tho government, until a
comparatively rcce-n- t period no defin-
ite stops had been taken to modernize
tho system of the protection of all the
vast millions of money stored In the
building. It was during the admin-
istration of Secretary McVengh that
tho protection features first received
pronounced attention, and Secretary
McAdoo at the present time is en-
larging the old ones and working out
new pluns.

After an investigation, It was found
that the money-handlin- g activities In
tho offices of the Treasurer of the
I'nlted the Comptroller of Cur-
rency, tho Register's office and the
division of loans and currency wore
widely scattered, and It was a common
thing to see messengers and depart-
mental laborers hauling through the
open corridors of tho Treasury Build-
ing largu sums of money. This was
necessary becauso there was no pro-
tection or seclusion under tho arrange-
ments then existing. An effort was
made to group all those activities In
order that the handling of tho money
In tho open might bo obviated. Such
n grouping was made and restrictions

on corridors and parts of the
building where tho work of handling
money is curried on.

These restrictions consisted of
strong, substantial grills, plaoed across
the corridors, completely excluding
the public from this class of work.
The openings In the grills aro closely
guarded by watchmen at all
time-- , both night and day, and no one,
except employees, is allowed to enter
the restricted corridors. In addition
to this precaution, a money lift, com-
pletely concealed from ;ho public gaze,
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of reclamation was then taken up by I

tho Trustees themselves, and since
then tho work has proceeded with
more or less difficulty.

How The Funds Aro Obtained.
Tho fund for this greut undertaking,

consisting ot ono hundred and eighty-fou- r
miles of canals roqulrcd for

draining tlm Everglades, Is to be
from the wilo of tracts of land

In tho "Olades." Twenty-flv- o per cunt
uf tho money thus raised must bo paid
Into tho School Fund under a pro-
vision In the Stato Constitution. The
area of the Everglades Is about four
million acres nnd about hnlf of this
has been sold nnd more than $800,- -
000. 00 rouoived by tho State as a ro- -
suit. About thirty-fiv- e thousand acres
In small tracts fell Into tho hands of
promoters, somo of whom unfortu-
nately proved to bo land swindlers.
They at onco the oountry with
llteraturodescrlblngwlth what easo life
could be enjoyod there while tho soil
was yielding onorraous profits. Some
of the circulars represented that the
land was ready for occupancy and
cultivation after a little cloanlng up
also represented as an cosy task. The
settler was told that he could build
house, plant his crops and bask in tho

eZJ2ey JcA-d-r gjk
m

'

I

has been Installed. This is used in
conveying money and securities from
tho floor of the building whero It Is
counted, sorted and arranged to the

where the shipping ac-

tivities aro carried on. So carefully Is
tho movement of tho money guarded
and protected that many of tho oldest
employees In tho Treasury know noth-
ing whatover of tho system employed
or tho route the money takes in com-
ing Into and being dispatched from the
building.

Visitors Now Prohibited.
It was formerly customary for tho

guides In conducting visitors
through the Treasury Building to lead
them around whore they could look
in on the money In tho various stages
of its handling and dispatch. All this
has been entirely changed. At no
stage of the proceedings Is any one
except tho employees actually engaged
In the operations allowed to come In
or even see the handling of tho money.
No outsider could possibly gain ad-

mittance to any of tho divisions in any
of tho offices named for any purpose
whatever.

Tho great door In the west court of
the which Is far below
the street level and completely ob-

scured and protected, Is always locked
and an nrmed watchman Is stationed
Immediately on tho Inside. The only
people who are permitted to enter this
door are tho guards and attendants of
tho van which convoys money and se-

curities from the Bureau of ISngrav-in- g

and Printing to tho Treasury and
the uniformed employees of tho ex-
press company which has the contract
for shipping money from the depart-
ment. Tho Bureau of Kngraving and
Printing, whero tho paper money Is
manufactured, is located in another
section of Washington, and all money
is conveyed to tho Treasury In locked
nnd sealed vans. The latter are sur- -
rounded on their trips by armed

Ing. These statements while they con- -
tallied somex truth did not represent
the conditions as they really aro.

The greater part of the Everglades
will not be available for several years,
and when they nro sufficiently drnlned
for the settlor to bo able to walk about
it will require some time to clean It of
the saw grass. This work boing ac-

complished tho land must be fertilized
and ditched for Irrigation as well as
drainage. Then comes tho planting
and tho crusado against weeds and In-

sects.
A large number of people., especially

In the far North and the Middle West
were caught by this persuasive litora- -
turo, and after purchasing land at
iium iweuiy iu biAi uuuum jjui aero
wiey iwriveu in i'luiiuu uiuy 10 una
their prospective truck gardens under
water nnd In many Instances impos-bi- o

to reach. Those facts were brought
before tho Federal Government and
an Investigation was started with the
result that of the swindlers
will be compelled to spend some years
In tho penitentiary. The wholo thing
was unfortunate for Florida as it gave
tho land a "black oy" and tho funds
for tho drainago work became so low
that at presont only ono drodgo Is at

i worlt where four woru at one time,
sunahintt whlln. littlo doubt
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guards and District of Columbia
mounted police.

Under no circumstances could an
outsider gain admittance to tho great

nt door. Tho guard on tho
inside knows personally tho few who
aro permitted to como into tho build-
ing through the door. The door is
used for no other purpose than for
bringing In and taking out money be-

longing to tho government.
After tho money has been taken In

through this door It goes Into re-

stricted corridor, which la closely
guarded at all times by capable watch-
men. Then It Is distributed to the
proper olllces and divisions by means
of tho concealed coin lift and restrict-
ed corridors, and Is at all times under
tho direct supervision of a strong
guard of men.

Electricity's Part.
The system of protection and hand-

ling of money in tho Treasury Depart-
ment is as perfect as man's ingenuity
can dovise. Xot only every vault but
every grill door and every entranco to
tho building Is controlled by an elec-
tric protective tho headquar-
ters of which aro located In the office
of tho captain of tho watch. The
electric board, so far as known, Is the
only ono of Its kind In existence. It
was designed and built for the Treas

bo carrted out In time and that In
years to come tho greater part of tho
Everglades may become ono vast truck
garden lnrgo enough to supply tho
northern markets with all their early
vegetables.

The muck lands of the great swamp
havo been analyzod over and over by
the Agricultural Department and ad-
vice given as to the fertilizer which
should bo used. Experiments with
this soil havo been trlod by agricul-
turists In Florida, and even under ad-
verse conditions It has responded to
man's Industry and somo splendid
crops havo boen raised. Egg plants,
tomatoes, beans, potatoes and poppers
thrive and ripen in January and Feb- -
ruarj' They aro sent North and bring
splendid prices. what Is
as tho North Canal several of these
farms are In operation nnd their own-er- a

are reaping a flno profit. On the
Miami Canal, too, away up In the
"Olades" are soveral splendid truck
farms.

Tho "Glades" A Gigantic Marsh.
The Everglades fit first glanoo re-

mind ono of the prairies for as far as
the eyo can reach thoro Is nothing but
gross of a coarse fibre, known as saw
.grass, u la said to bo absolutely vul- -

ay

ury. Not a movement takes place In

connection with the opening and clos-
ing of tho vaults and doors of the
building that is not recorded, and the
system Is so delicate and refined that
if there Is an unusual change in tem-
perature, and especially if thero is
moro than ordinary dampness, It will
bo recorded on this board.

Tho five new vaults aro wonderful In
their intricate construction. They are
surrounded by thousands of highly-charge- d

electric wires Imbedded In
solid concrete, any ono of which will
give an alarm Instantly If touched by
any person not Intrusted with tho se-

cret combination. Each ono of tho flvo
vaults Is about twenty-liv- e feet wide
by thirty feet long, and all are con-
structed of reinforced concreto four
and a half feet thick and strong In
proportion. The vaults are as nearly
burglar-proo- f as It is possible to make
them. Tho electric wires imbedded In
the concreto are placed two inches
apart. The doors of the vaults being
sufficiently strong to resist any attempt
to enter them, It Is absolutely Impos-
sible for any ono to gain entranco to
tho treasure trove without giving an
alarm that will Instantly bring out the
captain of the watch and his entire
force of guards. Tho mlnuto an elec-
tric wlro Is touched the alarm Is

Btroy. The surface of the land Is cov-
ered by water which makes It a gi-

gantic marsh. In various places ure a
fow clusters of trees like an oasis In
a desert. Tho spots are called ham-
mocks and aro tho delight ot tho
hunter, for It la there that the deer
and birds congregate. Tho swamp Is
shaped llko the inside of a bowl with
Its rim broken in several places. Lit-
tle streams of wator run from these
breaks, but thoy do not drain the
swump to any great extent. The top
soil Is formed like tho peat ot Ireland
from decaying vegetable matter and
Is from four to six foet In form-
ing a sort of black muck. L.lke the
Irish soil it will become very dry un-

less somo arrangements are made for
Us Irrigation, and this is boing looked
after with the drainage. Lake Okeech-
obee the big lake ot the high
"Olades," is the keystone of the propo-
sition, nnd by means of the canals
It will bo lowored soveral feot and
made a rosorvolr to the wivter
during the wet weather and conserve
It for use during the droughts which
como every year. A system of locks
hus boen built connected with tho lake
which can be oponed or closed as tho
condition of tho weather may require.
So, with a storage basin already pro- -
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sounded and th guardians of the
treasure at once get busy to dlicover
the cause.

At five o'clock In the afternoon tho
doors to nil the oponlngs In the Treas-
ury Building, except one, aro closed,
and tho electric protection placed
thereon. The same protection Is given
to tho doors of the building as Is
placed on tho vaults, so that it Is
Impossible for any door to be open so
long as the protection remains without
a deflnlto alarm being turned In. Ko
delicate is the ays' em that tho greatest
care has to bo exercised In opening
and closing tho vaults In order to pre-
vent the occurrence of alarms. When
an alarm Is turned In It registers not
only In tho ofllco of the captain of tho
watch, but automatically In tho office
of tho Washington chief of police.
Thus, a false alarm practically means
the appearance of tho greater part of
tho District of Columbia police force,
armed to prevent tho. looting of tho
United States Treasury.

.$."00,000,000 In Ono Vault-The- re

is one vault in tho building
that has a double protection, and that
Is tho emergency currency vault In the
ofllco of the Comptroller of Currency.
This vault contains approximately five
hundred million dollars. It has all
tho protection of tho other vaults In
the Treasury In addition to being so
constructed with small electric wires
that It would be Impossible to puncture
the seals of the vault with a knife
without turning In an alarm. This
secondary protection is controlled by
an outside office which also registers
In the office of the captain of tho
watch on the supplemental system.

The Treasury Department employs
a force of sixty-seve- n men to guard
tho nation's treasure at all times. A
casual observor passing tho building
In tho evening would Imagine that
everything was calm and serene In
connection with It, yet if he were per-
mitted to enter the confines and sur-
vey the long corridors ho would find
a strong body of men on guard whom
ho would be unable to pass. These
guardsmen are required to make re-

turns to the ofllco of tho captain of the
watch through an annunciator system
every fifteen minutes during their
poriod of watch.

Uncle Sam's stock of gold at the
present time is equivalent to about

ever necessary a sunburnt crop is a
matter of the past.

Iand Owners Gave night Of Way.

When the canals were being laid out
many of the real oatate owners gavo
the State the right of way through
their land, and the people will have
the riparian rights of the canal for-
ever, but those from whom land had
to be purchased will bo compelled to
pay a tax per foot upon waterfront
land. Several of the people who gave
their land were colored mon, and one
of them who allowed tho dredge to
go through his prize bean patch mm
has one of the best waterfronts on the
canal. His land has advanced In value
and ho could sell his garden for five
times the amount hu paid for It. A
systom of roads is being built along
tho canal and when finished they will
bo among the beat In tho United
States, A tax of five cents per acre Is
levied on all Everglades laud for the
purpose of keeping up tho repairs of
tho many miles of canal and for the
working of the locks and irrigation
ditches.

Canal Digging Not Ensjr.

The actual canal building is very In-

teresting. Tho greater part of thn
work was done under the direction
of Captain George K. Nelson, who was
sent there by the contractors. Ho has
long been regarded as an authority on
dredging, and his work In tho
"Glades" "was Uttlo short of marvelous.
All supplies had to be carried in small
boats, so oil Instead of coal was used
In operating the dredges, each of
which consumed thirty barrels of oil
per day. The work was by no means
easy for rock ao hard us flint was
found beneath the soil In many pUe. s
und dynamite had to be used in

both steam und hand drills
being pressed Into service. Charges
were laid all tho way across tho canal
and set off from an electric batterv
In a nearby boat. After tho muck had
boen removed the blasting was done,
of course, under water, and although
each charge shattered a great amount
of rock thero was very Uttlo commo-
tion on the surface of the water. After
the rocks had been blasted the drill
'board moved forward and tho big
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3,009 tons, which would requli, a
train of ono hundred cars to carrj it,
each car having a carrying capacltj0f
about 60,000 pounds. Such a co .
ia.rl3on brings to light interesting fu,
concerning silver and paper mane.
Kor instance, ono thousand atondart '
new silver dollars will weigh exactlj
58.92 pounds. If the country's tock
of 564,60-1,71- silver dollarB were load-

ed Into frolglit cars of 60,000 pounds
or thirty tons' capacity, it would

moro than 665 care to carry
them. If these same silver dollars
could be laid flat, one on top of the
other, they would make a monument
835 miles high. If placed end to end,
they would make a handsome "neck-
lace" 13,350 miles In length. Or they
would make a belt that would extend
moro than half way round the world.

Another Interesting fact In connec-
tion with paper money Is that a million
crisp, now one-doll- ar bills, li piacea
one on top of the other, would make
a column about 260 foet in height.

Other Interesting Treasure
Filed away In the vault of the

Treasury are many valuable popeva,
many of them of great Interest Tho
Treasury warrant under which the
Emperor of Russia received $7,200,-00- 0

for Alaska, under the treaty of
March 30, 1867, Is oue of the groatly-prlze- d

papers. This purchase, at on
actual cost of about one and nine-tent- hs

cents per acre, now worth sev-

eral hundred times as much, was ar-
ranged by Secretary Seward.

Other warrants of more than usual
interest are the four of 16, 000.000
each, which were paid to Spain for tho
I'nlllppinea, and the warrant for 0,

paid to J. P. Morgan A Com-
pany, acting aB representatives for tha
French syndicate and the Republic of
Panama, for the purchase of tho
French rights to tho Panama Canal.

The original Declaration of Inde-
pendence, now very worn and the
writing dimmed by the years, reposes
in a spoclally constructed vault in tho
Treasury. During the past decade It
has rarely seen tho light of day, as
efforts aro being made to preserve It
just as long as possible. Every known
method of preserving the valuable pa-

iier has been adopted, but time has
eaten Into It until very little of the
original manuscript remains today.

up the rocks and deposited them on
the side of the canal. So much of the
work has been completed that it Is

now possible to go all the way across
the. Stato from Lauderdale on the east
coast to Ft. Myers on tha Calooaa-hatc- he

River near the wet coast, on
tho canal In a motor boat, and tha
Limo is not far distant when motor
boat trips over the entire system of
Jru.nago canals will bo a part of the
itinerary of the winter tourist in that
laud of sunshine.

Indians Do Not Reuatt It.
The Seminole Indian reaarvation U

in the heart of the Everglades, and tor
a long tlmo this tribe of Indians held
full sway In the swamp. There they
hunted to tholr hearts' content, but
that day has passod, for the white man
has como to stay. The Indians did not
resent the drainage of the "Olcde"
but on the contrary they rather wel-

comed tho canals, and they are fre-
quently soon sailing over the placid
water in their queer looking boats.
They are a peaceful tribo of red men
unless they Imbibe too freely ot "On
water." During: the early days of th
work tho reptllos and birds seemed
disturbed, and the birds flew around
the dredges In great numbers, making
life almost miserable with their chat-
ter. Then they discovered that the
frccih muck brought up by the buckets
contained worms and they came hjr
the hundreds and lighted on the fresh
upturned mud fighting over the spoils
of Insects and worms. Snakes were
plentiful and many were killed by the
men who worked on the dredges. Tho
long legged cranes nnd the buzzards
l.ave refused to como near the dredges
apparently being frightened by the
dynamite explosions.

Tho canals aro sixty feet wide and
ten feet deep plenty of water for the
small boats used to carry produce and
truck garden products. Altogether
tho project Is a grent one, and the
Stato of Florida deserves to be com-
mended by her sister States for the
plain, honest, straightforward way In
which she has gono about the work,
ind for liar efforts to protoet the un-
suspecting settler against the debauch
ing hand of tho land swindler whojei
actions at one time threatened to kills
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