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FLAG DESECRATION.
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VOTES FOIL WOMEN,
The woman suffrage movement In this
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VERMONT'S PART IN THE NATIONAL CONVENTION

The part taken by Vermont in the republican national
convention of 1916 is highly creditable to the party and it
redounds to the prestige of our little commonwealth. In-
deed it is safe to say that no State had greater influence in
the national councils of the party in proportion to its size
than the Green Mountain State. Not since the davs of
United States Senator Eedfield Proctor and the part Ver-
mont under hig leadership played in the nomination of Ben-
Jjamin Harvison in 1848 has our State take a more conspicu-
ous and influential share in shaping the course of the party
than did the Vermonters under the leadership of Theodore
N. Vail,

The Vermont republicans fivst centered the atlention of

the country on themsclves by breaking away from Weeks as
the “New England candidate,” precisely a= they broke away
from Thomas B, Reed of Maine in 1586 and set the seal of
their approval on the candidacy of William MeKinley. The
state convention asked the Vermont delegation to work and
vote Toir Hughes, and the delegation had hardly reached
their headguarters at the Sherman, when they began to or-
ganize in order to carey out the mandate of the voters of the
State.  Indeed overy Vermaonter in sight, on the delegation
or not, was dralted lor service in behalf of the State’s favor-
ite,
In a short time the Vermont delegation was in touch
with the delegations of every other Stafe, each member of
the organization having been assigned certain States for in-
vestigation and report. The delegation learned how many
votes Tyirhe assured on the fivst ballot, and how many
he was likely 10 receive in the finol analyeis,  This work wag’
complete on Wednesday.,  From that time on the missionary
work consizted of miecting movements {o foree the hand of
Hughes or tomake his nomination impossible,

Dank imissioner Frank €. Willinms of Newport was
the chairmun ol the special Hughes committee. and his well
known ahility an orgranizer came into exeellent play, but
no man in th rmont o any other delegation did more ef-
fective service than Mr. Vail. The wide acquaintance of

erent States and his intimate business rela-

Mz, Vail in diR
tions with jfeading men in ma 1y States made it possible for
hine fo geet into prompt and eftective touch with influentinl
republicans  and malie his work count materially for the
choice of Hughes,  California was one of the States with
which Me, Vail ot into touch. this being another case of
“hands across the eontinent.” as when Vermont and Oregon
_;;.lli,nrl-ul as the only twy States to put their dighelief in Ypussy -
footing” into actual practice by stating their choice for
Hughes in immistakable ternis,

When it came to the formulation of the Republican par-
tv's decliration of principles again Mr, Vail's ahility and in-
fluence combined enablid him to take a leading part. A, Vail
Wils one of the members of the committee on resolutions to
favor a woman suflrage plank,  He had recently had oceasion
to consider the subject of a2 merchant marine in another con-
nection, and he was primed to et intelligently on that sub-
lect, which is one of the chiel problems confronting not only
the purty but also the nation at this particular time. Ma1-
ters of business and finance came ensy to a man of Mr. Vail's
pre-eminent ability in both fields, and it would be interest-
ing to know to what extent his services helped shape the re-
publican national platform for the canmpaign of 1916,

The fact that Vermont was one of the only two States
in the Union to stick by the Republican party and Taft in
1912 made it the butt of considerablo pleasaniry for a time
after that contest. For a time republicanism was not in
favor even in Chicago. When the Vermont delegation of
1916 visited Chicago, however, they found an entirely diffor-
ent atmosphere. The Green Mountain State was hailed on
every hand as one whose republicanism rings true every
time. Governor Whitman of New York, who was able tn
lead only a part of his delegation, gpoke in terms of the high-
est admiration of Vermont as an “original Hughes State.”
He liked the thorough way we do things up here,

Another marked contrast found by Vermont as he-
tween conditions in the Prairvie City in 1912 and 1916, might
have been attributed to the protracted rain of three dave.
but for clear weather the first day. This was the conspicu-
Ous flljﬁ{-ll{‘a_- of State deleeations headed by scores of bands
playing “There’ll be a ot Time in the Old Town To-nicht,”
and pouring into Michigan avenue from every direction

When the Vermont deleg: :

L T

ition reached the scene
the entire lake front op-

in 1012,

of the national convention in 1912

posite the Auditorium and the Congress hotels was one

dense sea of animated and enthusiastic humanity cheering

i;_lli[{t waving flags, and shouting for Teddy or hurrahing for
aft.

When the Vermont delegation arrived in Chicago this
year, there was not a single street procession for any candi-
date \v:-lmtv'.w rin sight.,  Not until Thursday t_-\'-.-rfi:m i
enthusiasm find vent in a clash hetween rival candidates,
and this took the form of an attempt on the part of the ad-
!H.'r'vnl_.a of Senator Sherman of Ilinsis, who spoke at the re-
v:.'ut. Vermont Slitie republican convention, to tear down the
Roosevelt banners in pival headguarters in the Congress, with
the cohorts of Fairbanks from the Indiana he ulquarters intei -
ested firing parties on the side lines,

The republican national convention of
decided contrast to that of 1012 as Ve
in the convention. Four vears aggo the Taft and Roosevelt
convention adherents hegan to i at the fall of their hats
in the Coliseum, the selection of 2 temporary chairman be-
ing the basis of the first clinch, This vear the national con-
vention proceedings moved on without a single 1'i]‘1|:lb of con-
test, as did the Vermont republican convention, until .-1
minority report on the national platform was submitted. Ref-
erence to the initiative, the referendum and the recall in tl;n
substitute caused the minority to be audibly smiled out of
court, and when Senator Lodge of Massachusetts stated that
the differences had heen thoroughly considered during ll"w
twenty-four hours measuring the work of the commitiee on
resolutions and the minority report represented simply one
man, all hope even of a vigorous contest vanished, :

Vermonters who heard the veteran Chauncey M. De-
pew's address before the Vermont republican oreanization
years ago, would be surprised by the virility and force and
stirving eloquence with which he addressed the national
convention, This speech by New York's famous “Old Man,”
now an octogenarian, was an inspiration lor the yvounger
members of the party, and his reference to the “elder states.
men™ a la Jupan's government was a happy hit, especially
as he was followed by “Uncle Joe” Cannon of linois, who
gravely announced that he expected to attend "Chauncey's
centennial celebration,

Unlike the convention of 1012, that of 1916 did not hinge
upon the candidacy of any particular man at the outset. [y.
deed up to Friday morning the convention had not consider-
ed the name of any possible candidate, and the opening gun
was the adoption of the resolutions by the republican and
progressive conventions providing for a conference in order
to get together. The result of that effort is now history,
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