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EMPTY DINNER PAILS SURE AFTER WAR ENDS.

The most important problem facing the people of the
United States to-day, is the situation which will exist in this
country following the conclusion of the European war. Sig-
nificantly enough. that problem discloges the weakest and
most vulnerable point in the armor of the Democratic party
and the Wilson administration. It is the question which has
received comparatively slight attention at the hands of the
Republican party, whereas it should have heen made the su-
preme issue in this campaign,

[t makes little difference, if the working man has a full
dinner pail to-day, provided he knows he will be out of work
to-morrow, If the manufacturer knows the demand for his
ammunition and other war supplies now going to Europe will
surely stop as goon as the war ends, he is already making his
plans accordingly, no matter how hard he may whistle to
keep up his courage and that of his employes. The Demo-
eratic party from the very nature of the cage can not provide
o remedy,

In order to et at the gist of this whale situation, let us
try to picture what would happen, provided European peace
should come this winter. The first effect in the United
States of peace in Europe would be the eancelling of orders for
American guns and shells, and other necessities of warfare. No
argument is needed to show this to any intelligent man.  The
next effect would be the cancellation of orders for American
clothing for uniforms, for copper and for other supplies need-
ed incidental to the war. The third effect would be the can-
cellation of orders for American food and other commodities
which the belligerent powers will immediately produce for
themselves as soon as they can turn from the avoeation of war
to the pursuits of peace, as soon as they can substitute pro-
duction for destruction. These probabilities are practicnl
certainties,

These may be termed direct influences operating in the
United States as a result of the ending the European war.
Let us now turn to some of the indireet influences sure 1o
make themselves felt in this country following peace in Eu-
rope. When the war ends, millions of soldiers will be free 1o
turn their activities in other directions. What are they to
do? Many of them will turn to the production of food and
other necessities for themselves, but a host of them will at
onee take up the work of producing commodities for sale in
the marts of the world in competition with other nations.

The products of men now fighting will come into the mar-
kets of the United States as well as seek a field in other coun-
tries. Thanks to the Wilson-Underwoord tarifl, based on the
theory that protection is unconstitutional, free trade is ex-
tended to many of the commodities which the re-energized na-
tions of Europe will pour into the United States and other
markets,

Our demoeratic friends may tell you that there is no such
thing as free trade to-day, but the list of free goods provided
by the Wilson-Underwood tarift tells the story. These in-
clude the following manufactured products: Agricaltural im-
plements, bagging for cotton, barbed wire fence, blankets,
boots, brass. cash registers, cast-iron pipe, clapboards, com-
position, cotton gins, durning needles, explosive substances,
films, flat raile, flax, galvanized wire, glass plates or disks,
wloves, glue, gunny bags, hand sewing needles, harness. sad-
dles, hones and whetstones, horseshoe nails, horseshoes, iron
or steel bands, iron nails, leather, linotype machines, lubri-
eating oils, machines for spremding tar or oil, mowers, puraf-
fin, photographic and moving picture films, plows, reapers,
sewing machines, shoes, spikes, stone, tacks, threshing ma-
chines, typewriters, wagons and carts, wearing apparel anid
yvarn,

The farmers arve forced to compete with the following
free trade list: Bacon, beans, beef, broom comm, buckwheat,
corn and cornmeal, cream, fats and grease, fowl, Iruits or
berries, grasses, hams. hides, lard, meats, milk, mutton, norlk.
potatoes, roots, seeds, sheep, wine, tallow, timber, wheat,
wouol,

These two lists are far from completing the list of mann-
factured goods and farm products, which the cheap labor uf
foreign countyios can send into the United States free of all
tarifl’ duties, but they constitute a very formidable frae trade
list, .

As €oon as the European war ends, Canada as well as all
Furope and the rest of the world will begin to compete ae-
tively with American farmers as well a8 American working-
men in factories and mills and American manufacturers will
becin to feel anew the pinch of sharp competition, which
catused o many of their number to shut down their works
following the passage of the democratic tarifT-smushing act.

Many of those American mills continued closed until 1Iu:
European war brought new business to them in the shupe of
orders for ammunition and other war supplies.

We of Burlington and vicinity can readily recall how the
Ameriean Woolen mills at Winooski started up on larges time
when war orders eame. and how the Champlain shops were
started vp to make boxes for the allies, and so on. With the
enrding of the war, the normal effect of the Wilzon-Underw: lr.ail
tavift. which eaused sueh mills to stop work in part or in
whaole, will again he felt.  To assert to the contrary is to {ly
in the face of previous experience and intelligence,

What reliof can our demoeratic friends under the leader-
ship of My, Wilson afford under such conditiong?  They can
not inaugurate a protective tariff, because they have declared
protection to he unconstitutional, and the Eurapean wiar, as
My Hughes well deelares, has not changed the Constitution
of the United States.

The anti-dumping measwre improvised by the Wilson ad-
ministration is aimed merely at discviminating surplus dis-
posal and can not proteet the labor or the industry of the Uni-
ted States from the standard goods of the cheap labor of Can-
ada or of the old world

On the other hand, the European economie sllianees will
put those eountrics in a more favorable position than ever
hefore to show their produets into the open mavkets of the
United Siates.

Orie of the most important facts to be horne in mind in
this comnection is that the European war has nad o tremen-

dous influence in teaching efficieney and conservation on all
kinds of resources to the wapring powers.  Nothing s now
wasted in Furope.  This inerensed efficiency will give Euro-

pean manulacturers a greal advantags over Amerivan wasto-
fl']lll' = i]'l ||"f|||l}|'!in|1_

Moreover, Germany and Austria are now demonstrating
their ability to be self-sustaining. 11 with millions of men in
the field the Teutonic allies have learned to provide theniselves
with the necessavies of life, what enormous production may
we not expect from those countries and others now taking
similay lessons, when the ten millions of men now on the bat-
tlefields or in the bharracks of Furope turn anew to the various
fields of production.

Then again the governments of the belligerent European
countries have taken over the control of industries to a mark-
ed degree,  When peace comes the European powers will sure-
Iv retain control of those industries during a long reconstruc-
tion period, with labor working at peace for the nittance paid
them as soldiers,

How can the workingmen and the farmers and the mann-
facturers of the United States hope for 4 moment to compete
under conditions like these with the products of the countries
named enjoying the degree of free trade indicated by the list
just enumerated? The full dinner pail in America will be
empty in a month following the end of the war in Furope un-
less we have republican protection for the henefit of home in-
dustries,
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