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A ROAD TO ASIA.

The secretary of the interior has
sent to Senator Sherman, chairmen of
the Senate committee on foreign af-
hirl, a letter transmitting a very com-
plete report made by Major Powell,
superintendent of the geological sur-
vey, on .:e Senate bill introduced
some time since "to faellitate the set-
tlement and develop the resources of
the territory of Alaska, and to open an
overland coimmerelal route between
the United States, Austria, Russia
and Japan." This report is very full,
and is accompanied' by two large
maps. Major Powell says that a rail-
road is feasible over this vast extent
of country, and that the difficulties to
be overcome are not greater than have
already been mastered in constructing
the transcontinental roads already in
operation. He says the distance from
northern Montana to Bebring sea is
2,800 miles. This distance for conven-
lence be divides into three parts, as
follows: First, from some point on
the Northern Pacific railroad in Mon-
tana to the head waters of the Peace
river; second, from the headwaters of
the Peace river to the headwaters of
the Yukon; third, from the head-
waters of the Yukon to some point on
the shore of Bebrlng se. The report
then goes on to give a pretty general
discussion of the region over which a
proposed route would pass and tells of
the geological formnatio and general
prospects of the oountrygfor settlement
and business. In a general way the
recommendation is that the proposed
railroad shall follow the beds of slteams
instead of the plains' where it would
be necessary to span many gullies.
Advantage is taken of the report
made by the explorers who were sent
by the western Union telegraph com-
pany in 1865 to map out a route for
that company to run its lihes.

THE marriage of the President was
not well managed In details, and the
President has displayed his character-
istic obstinacy without occasion and to
his own discomfiture. The White
House wedding in the presence of the
cabinet, and a band of music, with
eannon booming at the arsenal, was
inconsistent with the notion of pri-
vacy, quietude and family mourning
and all that sort of thing. It was
simply a piece o* stupidity for Miss
Folsom to be taken from New York to
the White House, met at the depot by
Miss Cleveland, and married in her
splendid Parisian dress, before a
thousand flower pots and twenty-six
spectators, all older than herself, with
the marine band playing, the guns at
the arsenal thundering, and the diplo-
matic corps, with the judges, senators
and representatives all out of doors.
The wedding was a muddle. If it was
to have been private, New York was
the place, and the time according to
convenience. If it was to be in the
White House, decorated for a great
oecasion, with official music and sa-

ties, and the cabinet, why the repre-
eentatives of foreign powers, and the
eupreme oourt folks, and the senators
and representatives, in short, society,
should have been present.-Clncinnati
Oasette.

To THE older generatin of sporting
men the news that Bell's Life in Lon-
don has suspended will be received
with regret. It was the best by far of
all the sportlng papaw published. As
an evidence of the honesty with
wblhch the paper was published it may
beadded that a sullhsiber in New
York, who had tabs ill's Life reg-
ularly for forty yleie Ived a draft
for the unezpired sl of his subserip-
tion lately--ad this, too, notwith.
tandlog that the paper bhad been ab-

etbed by saither, which could wdl
have meelered the subsor•b of
Wlld,% Uas Its own.
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A RIVAL OF THE TELEPHONL
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Ptedisor Aleai4r Grsham Bell sad
Ms acom , Dr. COeblssgr Bell have .
mawry made a vry rsmardbl discover,
which they ttlnk is quite as Itportint as
the trnsmission of the tones of the human
vales through the telephone. They have
discovered that a falling jet of water or a
lame of gas burning in a room reproduces
every word spoken and every sound at-
tered within a given distance. When two
people join oonveration in a room in
the evening the gas whleh burns above
their heads repeats every word they say,
and sounds uttered in the vicinity of flow-
Itr water Droduces vibtlom

To a reporter of a local paper Profesar
Bell showed a glass disk, upon which ap-
peared a spiral streak composed of tiny
little shade lines, placed together or far.
ther apart to i~ake up the variation of in-
tensity. The .urface was one of depres-
ison and elevation. This, Professor Bell
said, represented sound waves. When the
plate was revolved upon a pivot and the
depressions and elevations conveyed to the
ear by a mirophone, there was a repetition
of the conversation then recorded as dis-
tinct as when it was delivered. The undu-
late surface representing sound waves was
produced by photogaphy. Professor Bell
says that if any one will go to a water-
pipe and turn on the faucet so that the
water will tall in a stream to the ground,
that water can be made to report the con-
versation taking place in its presence, and
a stream register every sound within hear-
ino of it.

The great object of the inventors was to
record by photography or otherwise the
vibrations in the jet of water which cor-
respond to sound waves; the result of
words spoken in the vicinity; to keep the
voice on record, bottled up, as it were, for
any length of time, and then, when called
upon, to let the record speak. This, Mr.
lell says, has been accomplished. The
water, or liquid of whatever kind it may
be, is colored with bichromate of potash.
If it were perfectly clear it would not an-
swer, because the light used in photo.
graphing would pass through without re-
sistance and no record would be made on
the tablet. The water is colored for pho-
tographing, and the jet is made to fall
obliquely on a glass plate. The water
spreads itself on the glass plate and runs
off. It is the water so spread out that is to
be photographed as it passes. Words
spoken cause the Jet of water to vibrate,
the vibrations in the jet cause correspond-
ing vibrations in the film of water as it
breaks and spreads on the glass plate and
runs off. A ray of light is passed through
that film and through the glass plate to a
sensitive tablet behind. The sensitive
tablet receives the impression of every
vibration while the speaking continues,
the jet keeps running, the film keeps pass-
ing over the plate, the recording tablet
keeps moving, and the light passing
through the film to the tablet makes a
record of the speech far more accurate
than any verbatim report. These scien-
tists do not consider their invention per-
fect, but they are at work improving it.-
Cor. New York Graphic.

A eMantaia Path Ia Omatemal.
The path is very steep and gains its

way with loops backward and forward
on the face of the clit. At the head of
many of the turns the eye looks down
sheer depths over whlobh the head of your
mule hangs with a sleepy indifference
quite suficient to shake one's nerves.

Coming up the path are Indians with
heavy packs of vegetables, earthware sad
other goods, their almost naked bodies
streaming with sweat, the beat of their
hearts almost audible The poor fellows
bear their toil meekly, and take good care
to be out of the way of descending riders.
They may the reason Indians ride so little
on horseback is an old decree of the Span-
lards, which made it a capital offense for
one to do so, and the fear lingers in their
minds, though the edict has long since
been revoked. But it is rare to see a
mounted Indian on the highway, though
he often drives before him pack mules or
horses.-Guatemala Letter.

A Ship's KeIe as a audder.
Mr. Joseph Leveille, superintendent of

pilots at this port, has just completed a
design for an additional or auxiliary ship's
rudder. The invention, which will be
patented, consists in converting a portion
of the after-lower part of a ship's keel into
an additional rudder, worked by the regu-
lar rudder lines. This, It is claimed, turns
a ship much more readily than the present
arrangement, and would be of great serv-
ice In changing a vessel's course to avoid
a collision or any other similar mishap.
Mr. Leveille says that he was led to make
this improvement by considering the fact
that ship's rudders are at present so easily
carried away, and are, moreover, no larger
todlay than they were 900 years ago. when
the vessels themselves were so very much
smaller.-Montreal Witness.

Creole aemedy fer oure TLroat.
The following is a curious Creole rem-

edy for sore throat: In swelling of the
glands of the throat the swollen gland
should be well rubbed with tallow, and
the tallow smeared on thoroughly melted
by holding close to the skin without act-
ually touching it, the blade of a knife
heated in the flame of a lamp or candle.
Some say the point of the heated blade
only bhould approach the skin, and that
point only should be moved so as to do
scribe a cross immediatey over the gland.
The latter is a purely superstitious idea.-
Chicago Herald:

Es•aMples of Curleols Ielsry.
During his expedition to Mount Killman-

Jaro Mr. H. H. Johnson notlced a sinOa-
lar resemblance or "mlpalory" between the
appearance of the tall red-brown antelope
and the mnourds built by the white ants.
The color being the same and the long
grsa hiding the animal's lege, It was
really dlscult to distinguish an antelope
from an sat-ilL A mort ludicrous ex-
actnea was sometimes given to the mim-
iery by the sharply pointly leaves of a
kind of squill, which suggsted the horns
of the antelope-Arkasaw Traveler..
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A. Attestheer aItslM Me...
Mr. ale, the aronomer, write that

la observing the planet Juper with a
M4oc• rseeote, he saw tht b three of
the moon were vwibl. a fad dtaOmmed
b others whohe Wdm to look la the
tleeps. They wee advised to wait
until the fourth moon appeared from be.
hind the planet and after an hour the
fourth moon did appear-coming out
clear from Jupiter's disk, so clearly as to
leave a place of separation between the
planet and the moon. On looking at it
again, perhaps twenty minutes later,
what was the astronomer's surprise to
find that this fourth moon had again dis-
appeared! lie and the others present re-
peatedly looked for it, but it had diap
peared behind the planet and did not
again emerge for perhaps twenty min.
utes to half an hour. This is a surpris-
ing case. One of Jupiter's satellites has
occasionally lin seen by other astron-
omers to -go back," seemingly, behind
the planet, after once partially emerging,
but has it ever been seen to go back as it
did in this case after emerging entirely?
Of course it is an optical eftfect which de-
ceives one by atmospheric laws-perhaps
the action of light in Jupiter's own at-
mosphere. But Mr. Hale's observation
seens to have been a curious one.-
Hartford Times.

E,gland's Popular Outdoor Amm.arn t.

The tricycle is now considred about
the most Ilpular outdoor amusement in
England. People on tricycles throng
theiI parks and encumlber the suourbar.
ro,ads, and mingle with the gay carriages
on the promenade at Brighton. The
ladies who ride wear as natty habits as
thouga'h t hey were in the saddle, on the
Hinest I,.(oitilsh. They evince no shy-
ness. hut thlsh along like meteors on
wheel-, making everybody desirous of
emultiug leir skill and independence.
-l-o.stun I holrltd.
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IJlJAICE. IOANS. IMB STIOCL
I am agent for the followlng old sad reliatle Fire, LIh and Aeeodent Insuranee

Companies, viz.:
LION, CTRWA.

ORIEN't, HOWARD,
TEUTONIA, HARTFORD,

COMMERCIAL, BOATMAN'S,
UNION F. & M., CALIFORNIA,

PENNSYLVANIA, AGRICULTURAL,
CITY OF LONDON, ST. PAUL F. A M.,

WASHINGTON F. & M., FIREMAN'S FUND,
SOUTH BRITISH & NATIONAL, COMMERCIAL UNION,

NORTH BRITISH A MERCATILE. IvsuaAwcU Co. or NoRTH AmasniA

AND
THE TiaVILE.'ST AGOIDEELNT INUVI•ANo CO.,

THE TRAVELERS' LFE DINSUAEB
TIE EQUITABLE LIFE IIU•0BO 00,

These companies represent a PAID UP capital of EIGHTY MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS and gross assets of ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
MILLIONS, and nome of the companies have been in eslttence nearly ONL
HUNDRED YEARS. They have paid fire Inoes in Miles City amountin
to nearly $100,000.00 AND NEVER DISPUTED OR REFUSED TO PAY
A SINGLE CLAIM.

The Traveler's Accident Insurance Company, whichb stands at the head of
all other accident insurance compaaole, with a paid up capital of Eight
Millions of Dollars, has paid claims for accidjb to policy holders In Miles
City amounting to nearly $1,000 00. Partil wating alnuranoe from me ean
rely on promptitude, square 4-sling and y ena t of lose, without klaking.

WILLIAM COURTENAY.
Live Stock, Loans and Iosrance Broker.
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