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By WILLARD STOUTENBERG ¢
L 4

Copyright by American Press Asso- &
clation, 191 $ :

I was a young law student twenty-
three years old, studying in the office
of Marbury & Slade. Mr. Marbury
Was an old friend of my father’s, and
I think he was quite fond of me. One
day he sent for me to come into his
private office, and 1 found him alone
there.

“Frank,” he sald, “l can give you a
chance to make $500.”

Now, I was scraping along finan-
clally, trying to make ends meet till 1
could get my profession, and $500
would be a great lift for me.

“How?”" 1 asked eagerly,
© “By taking a wife.”

My delight vanished as quickly as
it had come,

“There will be nothing to prevent
your getting a divorce in time,” he
added, noticing my discomfiture,

“I don’t think I would like to be
tied up in such a matter at all. What
does it mean?”

“It means that a client of ours, a
girl of twenty-one, has inherited a for-
tune conditional upon her being mar-
ried. Of course there is a time limit,
and that time expires tomorrow at 12
o'clock noon. The young lady, Miss
Irene Townsend, needs a man to mar-
ry her and, in consideration of an
amount paid him, to leave her alone
forever afterward. It wouldn’t do to
agree upon a divorce, because in that
case I doubt if the marriage would be
legal, but after the property is turned
over to the heir I see no reason why
one should not be obtained.”

I thought awhile. There was a
spice of romance in the matter that
appealed to my youthful imagination.

“What kind of a looking thing 1s
she?’ I asked.

“On that score, my boy, you needn't
trouble yourself. She is a very pretty
woman and, moreover, of excellent
birth and breeding, of which she Is
proud. She is the ward of an uncle
who, I think, intends that she shall
eventually marry some great catch,
perhaps a British lord. All that's
wanted of the first husband 1s that he
may be relled upon after the mar-
riage to keep out of the way and con-
gent to a divorce when the time
comes.”

“How long have I to consider the
matter?"

“You'll have to decide pretty soon.
Miss Townsend must be married hy
tomorrow noon or lose n fortune. It

diced In my favor by my firmness
refusing to take any pay for the serv
ice 1 was dolng her. When the cere-
mony was over 1 resolved upon & bold
stroke.

“There is one reward,” | said to her,
“that | would accept for becoming
your provisional husband if you can
find it in your heart to grant It to
me.”

The uncle knit his brow, and my
wife waited to hear more.

“l have taken upon myself,” 1 said,
“a condition that will doubtless pre-
veut me from marrying a real wife
for a long while to come, and few
girls care to marry a divorced man.
1 bave done this to assure to you a
fortune. It seems to me that the re-
ward 1 ask, though to me it will serve
as a pleasaut memory connected with
this episode, will not be much for you
to grant. [ ask one kiss from my pro-
visional bride.”

Her uncle made a step forward to
interfere. My wife stood for a mo-
ment irresolute, with her eyes fixed on
the floor, then slowly turned her face
toward me. The movement was all
I asked for. I bent forward and bare-
ly touched her lips with mine.

1 turned my eyés from my bride to
Mr. Marbury and saw on his face an
expression of satisfaction. Then for
the first time it occurred to me that in
his mind there had been something
more than making me a mere legal
husband and that he was well pleased
with the manner in which I had ac-
quitted myself. Without another word
to any one, without a glance at my
wife, I went out of the room and,
seating myself at my desk, dived again
into my law books.

A year passed, at the end of which
I received a letter from my wife. It
began “Dear Sir" and ended “Yours
truly.” It sald that in the matter of
our bargain marriage she had placed
herself in the hands of others, since
she knew nothing of law or the fulfill-
ment of it, with a view to inheriting
an estate. She was now In possession
of her property and was of age. She
intended to manage the rest of the
matter connecting her with me her-
self. There was now nothing in the
way of getting the divorce, and she
would be pleased to see me with re-
gard to the obtaining of a decree.
Above all things, she desired to work

5

i in harmony with me, since she had

been informmed that the matter could
be thus far more satisfactorily han-
dled. From what little she had seen
of me she felt assured that 1 was a
gentleman and would not stand in her
way in becoming a free woman.
However we define love, its begin-
ning is Indefinable. A man, fancy
free, may propose to a girl who Is
fancy free on the ground that she is

| not displeasing to him and their mar-

you don't want the job some one else |

maust be found to accept it. Think it

the office for the day.”
I thought 1 would ask to see the

girl T was to marry; but, considering |

that I was to be simply a husband to
obviate a legal technicality, what need
was there for me to see her? If she
were attractive perhaps the less [ saw
of her the befter. 1 waited till Mr.
Murbury’s hour for going home, and
when he sent for me, before answer-
ing the rummons, 1 flipped a coin to
decide for me. “Heads | marry, tails
1 don’t.” Heads won,

1 announced my decision to Mr. Mar-
bury, and he told me the marriage
would take place at the office the next
day about 10 o'clock. Refore going to
my wedding I put on a frock coat and
stuck a flower In my buttonhole; but.
thinking this would appear as though
I considered the affair a real wedding,
1 changed to my business suit and
threw away the flower.

At 10 o’clock sharp I recelved a sum-
mons to go to Mr. Marbury's office. 1
found there besides Mr. Marbury a
man in clerical dress, an aristocratic
looking gentleman, very stiff and re-
served, who didn't deign to look at
me, and my bride. It was all right
for the others to treat the matter as
a mere legal form, but the bride and
bridegroom gave each other a quick
look: 1 defy any man upon entering
into such an arrangement to avold be-
gloning at once to play 5 game of
hearts.
ways having found indifference to be
the most powerful force to move a wo-
man, I refralned from looking at Miss
Townsend after the first glance. |
cast my eve perfunctorily over the pa-
pers I was required to sign and, draw-
ing my pen through the words “five
hundred dollars.” wrote “one.”

“What do you mean by that, sir?”
snarled the elderly gentleman.

“I have decided, somewhat late per-
baps, tbat to accept money for such a
service would demean me. I shall be
bappy to serve the young lady, but
not for pay.”

T was obliged to stand a good deal
lof abnse from the elderly gentleman,
in which his ward took no part.
1 remained firm, told them that there
iwas still nearly two hours remaining
in which to find a substitute, and
ince the person was to be simply a

ummy it didn't matter who he was,
provided he was not already married.

also said that the one dollar paid me
pade the marriage a matter of bar-
fain. 1here were reasons why a man
ho had been recommended as one to

relled on should be chosen. So

er considerable dis« | and a
ide conference between Mr. Marbury

nd the uncle it was decided to ac-

ppt my conditions. Standing before
the clergyman, Miss Townsend and I
e made legal man and wife.

Miss Townsend was apparently well

pased with me so far as appear

goes and was decidedly preju-

But |

At any rate, I did. and, al-|

riage will be an advantage. If she is
accepted his feelings will go out to her
as naturally as the tendrils of a vine
and hers will advance to meet them.

1 attribute to this fact my coming to
love the girl I had married, and 1 rea-
soned that if she had been at the time
of our marringe and had remained

| fancy free it was quite ible that
over and let me know bhefore [ lenvel y . i

something more than an ordinary in-
terest in me might have been growing
up in her. But 1 realized that our
parts were reversed. [ must be court-
ed; she must do the courting. Any
indication that 1 hoped to make our
marriage a real one would be fatal to
hopes 1 might have of doing so.

1 replied to her letter that she was
at liberty to take any steps her law-
yers might advise to secure a decree.
All 1 asked was that 1 might be put to
as little inconvenience as possible, for
my time was taken up in preparing
for my examination for admission to
the bar. 1 did not rvefer to her sugges
tion for n meeting.

She replied that, considering the
fact that she was under an obligation
to me for a favor, she desired an op-
portunity of thanking me personally
therefor and on no account would she
take steps for the divorce without my
approval of the plan to be adopted. To
hit upon a plan to which 1 would give
my willing assent would require an
interview,

So I called to see her. One thing 1
noticed especially. She was dressed
in a very becoming costume. Since |
could not make myself look beautiful,
whatever I might wear, I concluded to
put on something besides clothes,
something that finds great favor with
women. [ displayed all the deference
1 could assume.

She could not conceal from me the
fact that 1 stood in the position of
something more than a mere legal
dummy. Nevertheless she tried to
She outiined several plans her lawyers
had sketched out for her by which the

! divorce might be obtained, but 1 ob-

Jected to all of them on the ground
that they might retlect upon her. 1

| insisted upon assuming nll the oblognuy

myself.

[

RING OUT THE OLD.

Ring ont ald <hajes of ton dis-

CHETN
Ring out the paeiow.ns o<t of
wold!
Ring out ibe the asiad wans of
oid!
Ring in the th nsond yvoars of
Mo
Ring i the valiiomr man and
froe,
The eager heart, the Kindlier
hand!
Ring out the durkness of the
land!

Ring in the Christ that is to be!
Alfred Tennyson.

PUBLICITY.

Anything that  will promote
the contidence of the investing
public ix a coml thing for busi-
ness instittitions. 1 know of no
other thing  which would
trend more in this direction than
for the corporitions 1o deal
frankly and fairly with their
stockholders by revealing thelr
actual  tinancial  and  physical
conditions.  Shareholders  have
an unquestioned right to know
how the company in which their
money is invested is being con-

ore

ducted and how the business
stands.  There was o time, not
long o, When ollicers and di-
rectors of corporatians treated
such ore e ahimost as
thedr  porson ‘That
day hus poss ol seeretary Mace-

Veuuh,

CCEDIENCE.

Obedionee 1 the srandest thing
in the world 1o hesin with, 1 do
not think the tivse will ever come
wheu we nol huve
thing to do, beciuse we are wold
to do it, without knowing why.
* % The one essential of chiv-
alry  was George
Macdona!d.

shi sarne-

But when it came to pointing |

out exactly how I was to do this I|

failed.
the different metheds that

| used, but I had not been studying my

profession for the purpose of enabling

| a woman to divorce me, especially one

from whom I had no desire to Le di-
vorced. The consequence was that
after a conference lasting two hours I
left her without our having made any
headway.

1 had many conferences with my
wife on the subject of our divorce
without finding a satisfactory plan. At
last one evening when we were de-
bating the matter at the door, just be-
fore my departure, in a fit of absent-
mindedness I kissed her. She must
have been equally absentminded, for
#he received the kiss as a matter of
course, not stepping in what she was
saying.

Suddenly it occurred to both of us
that we had given and received a
marital kiss.

That ended the talk about divorce.
Eince it was raining hard 1 concluded
not to go home till the rain let up a
bit. 1 never went home at all.

1 knew enough law to suggest |
might be |

CNHURAGE.
The sanl. secarsd 1o its exist-
ence, siles 00 the deawn dagger
and detios its point. - Addison.

Cowanrds die pumy thnes hefore
their death:

The valiznt never
bt onee

taste of death
Nhakespoeare,

Cournee in danger is half the

hattle. —P'lanns

Write on your doors the saving,
wize and ald,

“Be bold, he hold!™ and every-
where “Be hold;

Be not too hold™  Yer better the
CXCess

Than the defect; better the more
than less:

Retter like Hector in the feld to
die

Than like a perfinned Paris turn
ond Ay

I, W. Longfellow,

DANGEROUS LIES.
That a le which is half a truth
I8 ever the blackest of lles;
‘That a lie which i= all a le may
be met nnd fonght with ont-
right,
RBut a le which Is part a trath
Is 0 harder matter to fight,
Alfred Teunyson.

BUSINESS.

A big business country must
have big business, and ours is
the blggest business country in
the world  Business depends
upon the and quickness
with which people ¢an mingle
and trade together. To stop the
growth of husiness organizations
I8 to stop the growth of the
country. Service is the test of
theories. Shall we go backward
or forward? ‘The price of the
raw materials that go into wag
ons and agricultural implements
has increased, while the price of
wagons and agricaitural Imple
ments has down, and at
the sane tiine those wagons and
agriculineal  implements  today
sre gnaranteed.  PPoliticians de
nounce Lig business, but ask the
farmer if he Is willing
back to the blacksmith shop for
his plows, harrows, wagons and
reapers.—Albert J. Beveridge

cuse

Loue

to go

FRIENDSHIP.
True friendship's laws are by
this rule exprest—
Welcome the comlng, speed the
parting mest.
- Alexander Pope

TIME FLIES.

We pass this way but once
We cannot retrnce our steps to
any preceding milestone. Every
time fhe clock strikes it Is both
the announcement of the hour
which we are entering and the
knell of the one which is gone.—
Chauncey M. Depew.
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fas he was dead.

| conld

| the hangman got $2

 showed me his mother's letters, and it

LEGALLY
HANGED

By CHARLES LEWIS PHIPFS

Copyright by American Press Asso-
cintion, 1911,

“Which one of all your cuses.” | usk-
ed Wilcox, the celebrated eriminal law-
yer, “lhus most excited your intcrest?”

“That of Mathews, who was accused
of murder.” |

“Was he Innocent or gullty ¥ ‘

“Innocent.”

“Did you secure his acquittal?”

“No.”

“Hanged 7" |

“Yes; legally hanged.” |

“What do you mean by that?"

“I'll tell you. Mathews was in the
employ of Henderson, the man who
was murdered. 1 don't care to go into
the details of the case; | will only say
that there was so much circumstantial
evidence against him that from the
first | despalred of saving his neck. 1
knew be was innocent, though he could
uo more explain the circumstances that
pointed to his guilt than 1 could.”

“How did you know he was in-
nocent "

“By both experience and intuition. 1
defy any of my clients to deceive me
in this regard. 1 simply look them iu
the eye, aud that tells me the story.

“There wius  everything about
Mathews' ense to interest me. He was
a Youunger son of a British country
gentleman and in love with the daugh-
ter of another British gentleman. His
mother had no knowledge of his hav- |
ing been accused of crime, much less
having been convicted, for 1 could do
nothing to prove him innocent. He

was disiressing to read them, His
betrothed was also writing bim with- |
out uny knowledge that he was under
sentence of death. A week before he
was to be hanged a letter from solic- |
itors in Fugland was handed him, in-
forming him that a bachelor uncle had
died und left him a large fortune.” |

“Upon my word! It was an inter- |
esting case, wasn't it?" I

“1 should say so. If ever there was
a4 man who had everything to live for
Mathews had. And to be judicially
executed without ever having wronged
any one in his life was simply awful. |
You have no idea how having a life
on your hamds wears on a man, and
this case nearly drove me insane,

“But | braced myself for a gigantic
effort. After conferring with Mathews
1 decided to cable the solicitors in
angland, giving them the situation
and asking how much funds they
could cable me within a few days.
They pinced £20,000 to my credit, and
with this sum 1 went to work, There
wWas no use in trying to secure delay
or a new trinl. What | must do was
to interest the sheriff. | had a long
secret conference with him, but counld !
not move him to act for money,
though 1 8o far secured his judgment
that he must do an oflicial wrong in
hanging Mathews that he consented to
wink at any game | might pracrice,
provided it could he kept secret,

“I got a friend of mine who was a
professor in a medical colloge 1o ap
ply for the hody of Mathews uas soon
This cuabled me to

gain  possession of  the  condemned
man the moment the hanging was
over.  Then 1 “tixed™ every  oflicial

who was to be present at the hanging.
Mathews put in a request that there
should be no spectators present, |
not even he  present  myself,
lut there was not one of the oflicinls
to whom I paid less than $10.000, and
00, My friend

| the doctor was the only one present

who got nothing. He had a coflin
ready for the corpse as soon as it was
tuken from the gallows and a hearse

| to earry it to the hospital,

“Well, that night T went to the hos

| pital and found Mathews locked in the

doctor's room."
“But how was
nged
“I don’t know; I never asked.

the hanging man

There

¢ were half a dozen men paid by the
| state to see that Mathews was hanged,

and 1 paid every one of them—in all
$100000—to go through the process

| without hanging him. All I know is that
| 1 paid the money and found Mathews

| fortune,
| more comfort in his case than in all

|

|
|

|

alive in the doctor's room. Some burnt
cork, a woolly wig and a suit of clothes
procured from a Jew tailor fixed him
<o that no one would know him. |
had o steerage ticket for him in an
ontzoing gteamer, and early the next

morning he wius on his wov to Eng
Innil.*”

ITe mmst have heon very grateful
ta vou”™

arateful! 1 shonld say -+ Before

purting with me he made me promise
that 1T wounld cowme over ias soon as
i iile and see him. [ conldn't go
for a year, and then 1 found him in
I ession of yeur income
and married to the woman he loved.
ITe met me on the steamer, and the
r<t thing he did was to hmpress it
1on me that nefther his mother nor |
+ wife nor any one living except his
olicitors knew that he was fudicially |
1 in America. ITe had often tried
v bring himself to unburden his se-
ot to his wife, but had always failed. |
“Mathews entertained me royally
and begged me to suggest some way
for him to pay the deht he owed me,
even if it required every cent of his
I assured him that T took

Lo 000

2z ar

the cases [ had ever won, though T had
lost {t, »

“After spendinz a month with him |
I left him to return. Ile could hardly
bear to part with me and regretted
that it wouldn't be safe for him to
come to America or Lie would cross the
ocean with me. e shed tears when T |
came away>™

Miss Spite—There goes Kate Home

Miss Dig—Yes, she played the part
of the herolne in the private theatri
oals at the church—

Miss Spite—Gracious! Did she have
the face to play the heroine?

Miss Dig—No; but the costumer
fixed one up for her.

NATURAL DEDUCTION

Algy—What weason have you foh
thinking Miss De Wealth loves you,
deah boy?

Freddy—Why, she called me a pup-
PY the othah day, doncherknow, and
she's beastly fond of dawgs.

IT DIDN'T GO

v

Freddy- Did you bat on the baseball
game, Willle?

Willle—Why, I was going to, but
when | offered to bet a husky fellow
two ice cream sodas to a box of car.
Amels be just gave me a rude stare,

O s & [Jansm_

WIPE IT OUT

First
thing as a towel trust, it ought to be
crushed.

Second Boarder—UDe better to wipe
it out.

Boarder—If there's such a

PERSONAL QUESTION
AP

ik )

i
k

=2

o2

D

de

“Say, Mister, ter decide a bet, how
often does youse eat a day? I ses six-
teen tlmes and Johnnie ses about
tam!”™

Dr. David

Physiclin aud
SURGEON

Roundup - Montana

Dr. Ada B. Keller

OSTEOPATH PHYSICIAN
At the Grand Hotel, Roundup, Moat.

Tuesday

and Wednesday Each Week

W. C. JONES E. A. J. JESSE

V. C. JONES
LAND

COMPANY

Real Estate

Live Stock
and Loans

INSURANCE

We Go On Your Bond.

Roundup . Montana

Get Into the Hog Business.

Nothing like it for the Dry Land
Farmer.
You can grow 10 to 13 tons of |

| sugar beets to the aere without

ir-
rigation.

Alfalfa sod for
pasture and get a good stand  just
flax, Dry
corn also

You can set on
A8 CARY 08 YOU ¢an SOW
land potatoes
make fine hog feed,

and  sod

Hogs are now selling for Se live

weight, and  will heat chickens as
i money makers,
| Duroc Jersey gilts bred to farrow
v Aprile May and June, can now
be contracted oW, X. Suddith for
futwee delivery, at 124¢ a 1h, Write
him at Billings, or call and see W,
A, Peck about  the the
ranch, half way  between Cushman
{5-8

hogs,  at
and Lavina,

The busy little store Musse -

shell county —The Fud,
1

ol

Large hurnished voom with bath
Suitable for aentle-
Iniquire at Noble's shap,

for rent. two
Snen,
|

BGhe

foundup {Record

Does All Kinds of
COMMERCIAL

| JOB

PRINTING

O, S S

The Recordhas a o
Larger Circulation
than all other news- f“\
papers in the Mus- Q3
selshell Valley Com-

bined. . . . . .

2000 SUPSCRIBERS

Spring Suits'

SPRING STYLES COMING

Come in and let us take your
order for a new spring suit made
to your measure, and have it ||y
Easter.

Workmanship and Fit Guaranteed

We do Cleaning, Pressing and
Repairing. Let us do your work.

5 LITTLE TAILORS

S. HOUSMAN, Mgr.

L ROUNDUP MONTANA




