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ALASKA,
WRIT EN TFO E THIBUNR.

The first Russian Governor o
Alaska was Baranov or Baranoff. He
was a despot of the first order. A fitli
representative of the tyranny of th,
Russian Emperors of half a centuri
ago. His will was law. The majorit2
of the inhabitants were serfs sent ou
for punishment to his second Siberia
Out of this class soldiers were mad(
to perform such duties as were re
quired and also the work of the Rus
sian American Fur Company.

Kodiak in those days was th"
most important town in Alaska foi
commerce and trade. The old tow,
of Sitka was some eighteen miles
from the place where the preseni
town of Sitka (then called New Arch
angel) is situated. The old town sit(
is now a celebrated fishing ground
It was abandoned on account of con-
tinuous warfare with the Indians
who were in those times hostile anc
aggressive. It is noted in the histor,
of Alaska as a bloody ground, on ac-
count of a general massacre of the in
habitants by the Indians ocenrrin."
there. It took place tduring the ~I;!-h1
time, and while Governor Baranoi
was at Kodiak; the Indians in fore(
attacked the place. The inhabitants
and soldiers were surprised and most ol
them murdered in their beds. Out of
the entire number three escaped in
the darkness and made their way tc
one of the canoes and steered for
Kodiak to tell the dreaded tale to the
Governor.

That official lost no time in assem-
bling all his force at Kodiak, and, put-
ting them on board such vessels as
were in port, at once sailed for
the scene of the massacre. Nearing
the place a halt was made until dark-
ness set in; the troops were landed
and the boats placed in position. The
attack by land and water was simul-
taneously. Not an Indian escaped;
the revenge was terrible; after that
B iranov found his position precarious,
anL • oe place unsate.

The ground was level and easy of

approach inviting hosLility from the
- numerous tribes scattered along the

coast, hence it was that a change of
location became necessaay, and the
present town of Sitka selected on ac-
count of its defensible position. In
the early days of Alaska's history even
the largest vessels approaching the
Russian settlement, came with cau-
tion. The Indians lay in wait in
their large bidarks, some of them ca-
picious enough to contain from fifty
to sixty warriors, and the many is-
lands in the vicinity were most favor-
able for hiding places. On the ap-
proach of vessels imperfectly armed
or perhaps wholly unarmed, the sava-
ges found opportunity sometimes, un-
der a pretence of trading, ,or by sur-
rounding the vessels and s ming
on board to overpower the crews and
take possession of the cargo. Those
were the days of sailing vessels which
gave opportunities impossible in our
times.

The hostile intentions of the Indi-
ans were well known to Baranov, and
to provide against surprises he forti-
fied his position and walled in the In-
dian villages by a "stockade" some
twelve or fourteen feet high, and
along the "stockade" put up log cab-
ins of a solid description and situated
to overlook the Indian settlements.
In each of those log cabins three sold-
iers were at all times on duty, night
and day-they were not allowed to
move from their post -for 48 hours.
Their meals were brought to them by
thu3ir wives or children and when the
"tour" of duty was over they went to
work for the fur company until their
turn again arrived.

Eternal vigilance was the price of
life; liberty was a thing wholly un-
known-never heard of. The Gover-
nor found it unsafe to pass the out-
skirts of the town without his blood-
hounds. Of this famous type he had
four to accompany him in his travels.
There is a large rock alongside the
a road to the timber, this was as far as
any road reached until the arrival of
the Americans, and this was as far as
the Governor ventured to go, hence to
this day it isnamed "Baranov's Rock."
The Indians could not approach the
Governor while accompanied by his
hounds, as they could smell an
Indian a long way off, and went for
him. They were dangerous. After a
time some of the dogs were poisoneds and Baranov traced the deed to a

.young chief, whom he seized and
marked out for condign punishment.
In front of the soldier's quarters, on
what is now the parade grounds, a
pile of wood was placed. This pile of
wood was placed around the Indian
r chief and in presence of Baranov, his
soldiers, the inhabitants and a num-
ber of Indiaa=a process of cremation
began and contiped until the Indian
disappeared.,. Turnipg to theargsa is

Baranov sarcastically inquired if any
of them wanted revenge. Yes, they all
wanted that, but as they were unarm-f ed and Baranov surrounded by sold-
e iers and cannon their revenge would

y be postponed. The Russian Gover-
n nor paused and handed his sword to a
r brother of the "cremated," whose eye

v glittered and frame bounded at the
t opportunity afforded him to retaliate

in presence of his tribe. He made a
rush at the dreaded Baranov and was

- horified with amazement and awed
- that he done no injnry further than

breaking the sword in two. Baranov
had taken the precaution of insertingr himself in a coat of mail inside his

clothing, and knowing the supersti-
tious nature and character of the sava-t ges, and what the result would be,

-that in future attempts on his life
3 would cease. He was not in error,

the Indians fled in dismay, attribut-
-ing Baranov's preservation to the

protection of the Great Spirit.
The deed here narrated is talked of

to the present day among the natives
in a traditional manner. It holds up
, to light the inflexible nature and iron
will of the fiirst governor of Alaska.

i a rule.r he was fierce and despotic.
As a representative of the Russian
Empire he was indefatiguable in his
labors and researches. He died poor,
his remains being found on the coast,
where he perished with some others
in seeking discoveries in the unknown
land he was sent to govern. From
this point, Baranov's Rock, an excel-
lent view of the town and island pre-
sents itself. Here, in the bend of the
bay in front of the military hospital,
I have seen from twelve to fifteen
hundred salmon and trout hauled in
within a few hours. At this place on
many occasions, fish are washed in by
the tide. At such times the Russians
and natives go out with pots and
pails, holding them in front of the
incoming wave, and return ladened
with fish. When the tide recedes,
anyone having a desire for clams can
get any quantity by digging in the
sand. The Russian government bmuilt
a fish house at this place where all
kinds and qualities were cured and
packed for home consumption. Salt
fish, brown bread-hard as a brick-
and rum, formed the chief portion of
the rations issued to the soldiers and
employes. The latter were furnished
a house, rations, fuel, candles, and
about $1 a month in cash. They were
the most happy, the most contented,
the most stupid and the most igno-
rant native population to be found on
this terrestrial globe, or any other.
But to their credit it must be said
they were honest; naturally so. The
mantle-piece was the safe for their
money or other valuables.

The new accession to the popula-
tion changed all this. There came to
Alaska amongst the American soldiers
some of the most accomplished ruf-
fians the world ever produced. Theft
combined with every species of ras-
cality had full swing. No longer
could the poor inhabitants leave any
clothes on the line. If they did, they
would find them decking out some
squaw. So was it with their cooking
utensils, which, being of copper, a
market was to be found for them
among the Jews. Copper. at that
time brought 8 cents per pound, so
the demand was great. It was made
a condition in this peculiar traffic,
that all utinsels from the wash boiler
to the basin, must be broken up before
a sale was affected. This done the
money was paid over, and cargoes of
copper found their way to Victoria
and elsewhere, and disposed of. This
kind of warfare on the goods and
chattles of the household soon came
to be understood by the Russians and
the consequence was bolts and bars,
no clothes on the line, no meat hang-
ing outside, and no admittace to sus-
picious characters.

It was hard lines for those poor
people, and a hard deal when it is
brought into view, that on the arrival
of the troops every house was wide
open, a general welcome and gener-
ous hospitality extended. The first
thing on entering any of the houses
was an invitation to a dram of rum,
brown bread and salt salmon-it was
natural with these people and the best
they could afford. They were labor-
ing under the illusion that a change
had come to them; a change that
would better their condition in life.
Therefore it happened that so many
of them remained to become Ameri-
can citizens. Even in their citizen-
ship they were cheated. There is al-
ways a shark or shyster in shape of a
lawyer, to be found in such far away
places; some specimen who must ev-
erywhere recede before civilization,
and by one of these species, citizens
were made out of the nativesa A sheet
of paper, a large impression of seal-
ing wax, and a charge of $O, and the
business was done. A eom petog.- .

:' •," •'S =-- • -• i • • . .•-,!. .i

part, facilitated such sharp practice
which continued for a period of six
months or more, before found out.
Many of the inhabitants left for Ona-
alaska, the Sandwich Islands and
San Francisco. They had all they
wanted of the Americanski and to
spare. Had the proper authorities
exerted themselves or taken any inter-
est in the natives or their well doing,
everything would have turned out
very differently, but neither the mili-
tary or local authorities took any in-
terest whatever. So far as the former
were concerned, complaints had to be
"official" made, or no notice taken;
with the latter nothing of the kind
gave them any concern; they came
there to make money- honestly, per-
haps, if they could, but to make it
anyhow. Most, if not all of them,
acting on the advice of the old law-
yer, who, when dying, said to his
sons, "1 have nothing to leave you
but my advice, and that is, have mon-
ey honestly if you can, but have it
anyhow, and if you have but one
client make all you can out of him."

So it was with British Columbia
Jews in Alaska. If they found only
one customer, it was only priseworthy
to make all they could out of him. It
may be of interest to readers
of the TRIBUNE to know how
some men made money in such places
as Alaska. I remember two Jews
named Levi, who came to Sitka in
'67. They rented a log house on Lin-
coln street alongside a sawmill, and
hung out the sign,

BOOT AND SHOEMAKERS
i.... ............ ...........

One day while passing down the
street I was stopped by Joseph Con-
well, a former quartermaster, who in-
vited me in to see the shop, which
contained one occupant. A pair of
boots and and a few pieces of leather
was all there was in sight, but under-
neath the boards there were dozens of
black bottles containing Indian whis-
ky which sold at $2 a bottle, and in an
adjoining room were two barrels of
new make, of a green color, to be bot-
tled as required.

No shoemaker shop from Montana
to Alaska paid so well. In a short
time the Levi's started a brewery,
made plenty of money and sold out
at a good figure, and then went into
keeping store, in the rear of which
were to be found barrels of whisky
that never paid duty or license. Sold-
iers patronized the store tremendous-
ly. Old Aaron, whom the boys called
St. Patrick, was always behind the
counter. He knew everybody and
was pleasant to all. It was a great
resort, and nearly all found their way
to the back room, took a drink, put
25 cents under the glass and retired.
St. Patrick's Day was every day in
the week, every week in the month,
and every month in the year. He
was coming continually, and so well
did he know his customers that no one
knew of the spirit room except the
"privileged ones," and none other
could enter. The custom and revenue
officers were within half a block of
Levi's place, and to this day they re-
main ignorant of the fact. The Levi's
are now in San Francisco in the
wholesale trade.

There was also "Cultus Sam," a
Victoria Jew, he came to Alaska with-
out a cent, worked his way up on the
boat and commenced business on a
box of apples and a box of cigars and
those he got on credit'from Rudolph,
a wealthy Jew from Portland, Ore-
gon. Sam's store was on the side-
walk, it had neither roof or wall; the
counter was a small table large
enough to show up his wares. Ap-
ples at 25 cents each, and cigars the
same. In a week Sam had a stake-
fitted up a small store and commenc-
ed trading with the Indians. He
spoke Chinook like an Indian, and in
consequence monopolized much of
the Indian trade. Sam's little store
was in front of the Military Hospital
and separated from the Indian settle-
ment by a narrow portion of the Bay..
Canoes glided rapidly back and for-
wards at night and early morn, evad-
ing the guards. All of them bought
"ile." Sam's stock was principally in
coal oil cans, a few bars of soap, a few
cotton -handkerchiefs and tobacco.
Now, at a sale of property that took
place in '69 Cultus Sam bought in
two large stores at about $2,000. and
in '70 had one of those stores packed
with dry goods, boots and shoes,

olour, groceries and canned goods.
It must not be inferred from the

foregoing that any person can nhake
money in the same way, or have the
same opportunity at another time.
Those men were born "pedlars," were
much among the Indians, learned
their language which in itself ~gav

them advantages and apportuirtv,
besides theys re cellat.ethin udgs of

cretive in business pursuits and trans-
actions.

The climate of Alaska was consid-
ered so severe by Gen. Halleck com-
manding the military division of the
Pacific, that meat rations to the sold-
iers was changed to pork and bacon.
In every issue of ten days there was
pork seven days, bacon two days,
fresh meat one day-if it could be
found. As the General had been
previous to the war, "a resident of San
Francisco, the presumption was that
he must know something about the
climate. Subsequent events demon-
strated his knowledge was limited to
guess work. One of the company's
at the garrison purchased a net for
fishing, and fish was issued exclusive-
ly as it took all the bacon and pork to
pay for the net. It must have been
a very costly net for it took a long
time to pay for it. Details were sent
to old Sitka a celebrated fishing
ground. At first the hauls were large,
the salmon were salted and packed
in pork barrels, but when the "boys
in blue" found out that no advantage
was to be derived by themselves or
the company, they demurred to the
pastime of taking to the water so of-
ten and agreed to catch no fish, and
therefore returned without any. This
was of course designated a monstrous
proceeding, and a Russian pilot was
engaged to bring them where fish
was plenty. The boys threw the pilot
overboard and no $5 could tempt
any Russian to have anything to do
with American soldiers after that.

muere was a u11i in ine nan traae
for some time, the net was damaged,
cut in several places, and soon as re-
paired it was cut again. In the Rus-
sian army the officers were celebrated
for the many ways they had in fleec-
ing the soldiers, that custom must
have been left behind when evacuat-
ing Alaska, and taken up by some
commanders in a systematic manner.
Ration serving was reduced to a sci-
ence. It is generally assumed by the
average American citizen, that the
American soldier is a well fed ammal,
with nothing to do. This is a mis-
take entirely. The ration issued is
universal at every military post; the
allowance the same. Whence
comes it then that at some posts the
soldiers live well, and at others in a
state of semi-starvation, forcing them
to buy bread from the $13 a month.
There was at Sitka at time of which I
write, an officer who was Post Treas-
urer, he was nick-named Bread
Checks, on account of selling bread
tickets to the sIldiers. Those tickets
were made from playing cards, a seal
impression, and his signature. Twen-
ty of those were issued to the soldiers
for $1 in greenbacks, and twenty-four
for $1 in coin cash down, no credit,
the soldier paid his money and took
his choice. It is not difficult to infer
that if the soldiers received the Gov-
ernment allowance, there would be no
necessity for this; but they did not re-
ceive it. The custom prevailing was
in drawing rations for ten days, to
leave three days rations in the commis-
sary, nominally for the company
fund, but in reality into somebody's
pocket. The company fund was orig-
inally established to take hold of sur-
plus rations, and dispose of the same
for the benefit of the company, and to
purchase vegetables or such produce
as might be deemed necessary. There
can be no doubt as to the intention
of the fund, but in nine cases 'out of
ten, it is diverted from the purpose
for which it was designed. The ra-
tions are drawn by the 1st Sergeant,
and are in his charge. In the sale of
the savings, if he is honest, he will
make a proper return to the company
commander, and if the latter be so,
the fund will go to the benefit of the
soldiers who are entitled to it. I
doubt if there be any two companies
in the army who live alike. At posts
where the soldiers have gardens to
raise vegetables, they live well and
are comfortable. Funds are accumu-
lated speedily--sufficient in amount
to purchase a good servicabie library,
an excellent dining room outfit, or
expended in such other useful ways
as the company commander may des-
ignate.

On the other hand when soldiers
are stationed where they have no gar-
den, or where the company command-
er is careless or indifferent, leaving all
to the 1st Sergeant, and he a speciesof "grab-all," the mode of living is
wretched indeed, and discontent and
desertion prevail I remember a case
of two companies stationed at Sitka.
They both had the same advantages,
yet one company lived well, the other
wretchedly. An efficient and able
officer well known in army lirelee,

CoL leo. K. Br::aIdy, assumed eam-
mend of the pos Complaint re -sd him before fbia arrival, anzd it di4
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month by selling rations. Col. Brady
made a clean sweep of 1st Sergeants
and cooks. Ten days rations in full
were drawn from the commissary and
cooked: the soldiers were content,
and in a short time a saving of $75
per month accured to the company
previously in debt. I have referred
to this matter as connected with
Alaska because, as no redress could
be had, except punishment, previous
to Col. Brady assuming command;
and because, at that time the state of
affairs was brought to the notice of
Senator Trilson, Chairman of the
Military Committee, and General
Benjamin F. Butler in Congress.
Winm. Sumner Dodge, who was Col-
lector of Customs at Sitka was going
to Washington, and was familiar
with every detail. I handed him two
letters addressed to the Represent-
atives referred to, in which the con-
dition of the troops was fairly and
impartially stated. The consequence
was that a "committee of inquiry"
was asked for to inquire into the re-
ports of destitution prevailing among
the troops at the garrison in Sitka,
Alaska. A shower of dynamite could
not throw much greater consternation,
among guilty officials, but there was
no other way, and the results aimed
at were fully attained. J.

An Absurdity.

Mr. Ferland, a Calgary merchant,
reports the Blackfeet and Blood In-
dians as being very impudent. He
says they assert that they can get all
the cartridges they want in Montana,
and talk threateningly.

Not a Fair Deal.
Major Walker of Calgary, complains

that the Canadian Pacific Railway
company are retarding the settlement
of the Northwest by charging all pas-

sengers who desire to come east on
business full fares each way.

A Crank.

A sensation has been caused at Bis-marck, Dak., by the arrivalof John C.
Badeau, who says he has authority to
purchase arms and ammunition for

the Indian followers of Louis Riel,
who contemplate an uprising in the
spring. He is thought to be a crank.

A Big Cache.

The United States revenue cutterWolcott has arrived at Port Town-
sehd, from Alaska, with 3,100 pounds
of seized opium, which had been
cached from the steamer Idaho. This
is the biggest haul yet made. The
opium is valued at $45,000. It was
seized at the instance of Collector

Beecher, who is a son of Henry Ward
Beecher, and who will receive a moi-
ty of about $25,000.

What He Thinks.

P. H. Kelly of St. Paul, tells a Pi-
oneer Press reporter that the law in
Montana requiring commercial travel-
ers to pay $25 every three months in
each county in the territory for the
privilege of selling goods is a relic of
early days, when a lot of outside
scalpers had control, and improved
every opportunity to fleece every one
they came across. The system is in-
injurious, both to the outside jobbers
and the people of the territory, and
ought to be abolished. The constitu-
tionality of the bill introduced in the
senate by Senator Platt to abolish all
such laws has been called in question.
But whether the proposed law is con-
stitutional or not, it is only a matter
of time when the people will remove
the obstruction to trade in their terri-
tory.

Mr. Voorhees Talk.

Regarding the admission of the ter-
ritories, Senator Voorhees is quoted
as saying: "I can speak only for my-
self I think the best arrangement we
can make is to admit Dakota, Mon-
tana and Washington together. They
must all come in soon and they might
as well come in now. I do not see
how we can prevent Dakota's coming
in. She has a voting population of
80,000 and is certainly entitled to ad-
mittance. I thought at first that I
should oppose the division of Dakota,
but I do not see how I can. TheTerritory has an area of five times
that of my own State, and South Da-
kota will be about as large as Ohio and
Indiana. Montana has a voting pop-
ulation of 26,000, and ' Washington .a
voting population of 40,000. There

are not fifteen congressional diatriets
In the country with a -population. of :
Washington, and not one hundred
with that of Montana., Dakota :isRepublican, Montmsa&Democrat and
I am confldent -remla~in so: aWash-

t byeitotepart If she o •. intothe bUnion oby akea 

Demio ratie 

our

territories at one,.
idm olitically it 'wi
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