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Col. J. T. Dodge down the Missouri in
that spring to examine the shores for u
railrond route, After dwelling on the re-
sources surronnding the new city, the
letter said: *With all these resources
surrounding this enchanted spot of un-
limited water power, Great Falls as the
future city has heen named, 18 destined to
become i great manufacturing centre—
a Lowell, & P urg and a Minneapolis
combined.”
THINGS ACCOMPLISHED,

Since that time what has been done?
Then vou had about 500 inhabitants,
Now you have over 3,000, Two magniti-
cent I‘-rid- s have been built across the
Mis<ouri, each a thousand feet in length.
Your louring mill and the grest silver
<melter have been constructed.  The Sund
Coulee branch railrond has been put in
operation and daily hauls a thousand tons
of coul from the mines. The Neihart
branch will be comp'eted by spring and
will open up two of the richest mining
districts in Montana. The great dam
across the river at Black Eagle falls will
Lie constructed within a year and the mam-
moch smelting and retining works of the
IBoston & Montana Copper company  will
be built. The surveys for the road to
Lethbridge to connect with the Canadian
’acific rilvond, and the westarn extension
of the Manitoba railway will be com-
pleted by spring. A new line of road
from Duluth  across Minnesota  and
Southern Dakota, will cross the Yellow-
ston¢ and come up through the Mussel-
shell and Judith valley to your city.
Roads from Chicago and St. Louis are
pointing towards you, nnd are sure to be
built in the near future. So the possibil-
ities of what your city will become can
only be imagined.

In a future letter 1 hope to give you a
synopsis of the history of all my voyages
Jdown the Missouri since 1878, They all
relate to the beginning of your city and
are matters pertaining to the early his-
tory, and will be prized highly by those
who come after us, when we have lett
these shores, With wishing Great Falls
and its people & happy new year, and a
prosperous future, I close this letter.

THE LAND OF MONTANA.

The following extracts from the Rocky
Mountain Gazette, n newspaper pubhished
at the capitul of Montana twenty years
wgo, will prove of interest, hoth for the
geographical information they contain
and the comparison of wealth and re-
sources that may be made with facts and
statistics of the present day found in
this publication:

*“‘The name Montana is Spanish and
menns mountains. The Indiuns gave it
the name of  Tayabe-shockey, or the
country of the mountuns, it having heen
their home anterior to the discovery of
America. It consists of a series of basins
five in number. Fow of them lie on the
wst side of the mountains and one on the
west side. The -basins are subdivided
inte a number of vulleys by spurs jutting
down from the main chain of the Rocky
mountaing, which freque: iy exceed the
main chain in altitude. The basin west
of the mountains is in the northwest
corner of the terrifory and is drained by
the Missouln and Flathead rivers, the
last numed being the outlet of the lake of
thut name, a fine sheet of water forty
niiles long by twenty miles wide, lying
at the foot of the mountains neir the
northern end of the basin and not far
from the line of British Columbia. This
lake is surrounded by a beautiful coun-
try, a portion of which is valuable for
agriculture. From the lake there ex-
tends southward, to the Pen D'Oreille
mission, u distance of more than forty
miles, a well wooded country (rolling)
clothed with a tine growth of grasses.
Acros: the hills to the south 15 the Jocko
valley, which is small, but in beauty and
fertility is unsurpassed. Here is the
Pen D'Oreille reserve, Across the spur
of the mountains lies the Héllgate valley,
which is twenty-five miles long, with an
average width of six jmiles. 1t Is nearly
all.farming land. Thk fertile valley of
the Bitter f(oot extends sixty miles, with
an average width of seven miles. The
mineral waalth of these mouuntains is
great.”

X The northwestern basin _contains
elght principal valleys, viz: Valley of
Flathead lake, Jocko, Hellgate, Bitter

, Big Bluckfoot, Flint creek and
Deer Lodge. The druinige of this basin
is to the northwest, and is 250 miles long
by seventy-five miles wide. It is the
best timbered part of Montana.”

“The northeast basin extends from the
Rocky to the bord
of the territory, along its north side near-
ly 600 wiles, by 150 miles wide. The
eastern on of this vast Lasin is com-
posed of clay table lands or ‘ mauvaises
terres,” but there Is good farming land
along the streams. There are several
spursand mountains in this basin. The

's Paw, Little Rockeys and Three
Buttes. This basin is drained to the
east by the Missouri, Milk, Murias, Teton,
Sun and Dearborn rivers, the first three
emptylng into the Missouri river below
pong..wa«ud the last three a short
distance above the Great falls. The
western of this basin is but little
broken.

“ central basin is drained to
. Jeflerson river and its

. is one
1 oo wide b‘rou
o’ glaciers throughout
. of depth showin

cultural land, 23,000,000 acres; grazirg
land, 69,000,000 : sterile land that may
be reclaimed by irrigation, 23,000,000 ;
broken by mountain runges, 40,008,320 ;
of timber, 11,502,420."

“There are sixty-three cities and
towns in Montana. Theaggregute values
of agriculture and mining are : Wheat,
2000,000 : barley and oats, $500,000; po-
fatoes, %100,000 ; hay, #200,000 ; vegeta-
bles, 3,000 ; cattle, $550,000 ; poultry
and eggs, R100,000; bLotter, cheese and
milk, %¥400,000 ; lumber, %300,000; gold,
£10,000,000 :  total, 13,922,000, The
annual profit on capital invested in mer-

ernment, ¥200,000. The annual income
of lawyers, pnysiciuns and clergymen 1s
180,000 : annual compensation to clerks
and messengers, £1,064,000."

Now we have over 2,500 miles of rail-
rond in operation ; 20 National banks
with an aggregate capital of %2,000,000 and
deposits amounting to %12,000,000 ; there
ure now 315 cities and towns where U. 8,
mail is delivezed ; the total value of tax-
able property is %395,000,000 ; there are
1,500,000 head of cattle, 2500000 sheep
and 200000 Lhorses in the state ; the an-
nual output of our mines is $40,000,000 ;
3,000,000 ucres of lund have bheen appro-
printed for agricultural purposes; the
commerce of the stute exceeds £50,000,-
Q00 and its popuislation  200,000.

ELECTRIC STREET RAILWAY.

Eurly in 1890, Great Falls will be pro- |
vided with a street car system of great |
excellence. It will be operated by elec-
tricity and equipped in the best man-
ner. It will traverse the priacipal
streets and avenues and will extend to
the Black Eagle falls, thereby provicing
quick communication between the Bos- |
ton & Montana smelter and refinery at
the west side of the river. The electric

ke MR I ey

surface.

tuna  Consolidated Copper and

with legal requirements.

vides for ex
city council.

at the inst

treatment.

tricts of the city.

Mr. Parsous said—Francis H. Williams,
about whom you inquire is a leading

electricity and is we]l known in Boston.
“His heirs, representatives or assigns”
are the gentlemen who will expend a
million dollars, within the next year and
& ha'f in this town. The Boston & Mon-
tuna compeany cannot run rsilways;its
business is limited to working mines and
operating smelters. Hut its leading di-
rectors can engage in other eaterprises.
Regarding electric railways, I would
say that some are in operation, but the
expense is high. ‘The charter submitted
to you waa carefully prepared in Boston
where there has been much experience
in street car lines and where people may
travel 98 miles in one direction over con-
necting street rallronds. Tn

It may be seen by the report appended
of the explanatory remarks which Mr.

Boston physician who is an enthusiast on |

000 within the last two weeks and I might
say 1 have myself invested as much as
any one in the room.

The proposed railrord can hardly be
put through for less than %200,000. We
could build and equip one for #50,000
with what are known in the east as bob
tail cars—cars that have no conductors.
But we do not want such. We wantto
place here a street railrond system that
we will all be proud of.

The Townsite company wanted us to

chandise is §2,660,000 ; on capital in. carry out this work in a first-class man-
vested in banking, brokerage, etc., %200, i was

000; on capital invested in trinsporta. "er- They asked me the best way to do
tion, #400,000 : on capital loaned to gov. so. The failures of electric railroads

have been many. In Richmond the elec-
tric rmilroad was a total failure. 1o Bos-
ton $150,000 have been expended on ex-
periments. Our people accordingly de-
cided to put in here an electric railroad
of the best Kind or to put in none at all,
The Townsite company are bound to give
us  water power at the other side by the
first of September nexc year.
a month later at this side. We would at
once avail ourselves of this power in run-
ning electric railroads. We would use
steam dummlies only temporarily. The
150 bridge carpenters who will be em-
ployed at the dain and other works will
want to go up town as quickly as they
can when work is over. Wae all want, in
fact, a big plant that will make tke town
howl.

FOPULAR OBJECTIONS.

1. “lam to old to go west.,” This re-
mark is often made by men in the forties
and fifties in the east. They deem them-
selves too vld “to pull up stakes.” The
best answer that can be made to such ob-
jection is to point to the experience of
millions of people of middle age who
have attained prosperity in the west. The
| founders of California, Montana and the

wires will be overhead the track, thereby | Dakotas were largely 1aen of mature

VIEW OF THE GIANT SPRING AND MONTANA SMELTER.

precluding ull risk of uccidents such as|years. They laid the keel of the ship of | one time the bottom of a vast inland sea,
arise from wires which are Inid near the | state. The young men came and helped ;
| to Luild her up. Asa rule, the middle
aged man who is able to earn a living in | gether, the levels remaining relatively
the east will do still better in the broad |the same ns when submerged. This ac:
Charles O. -Parsons of the Boston & Mon- [ west where the opportunities are greater. i counts in some degree for the uneven-
Silver

Mining Co. made before the Great Falls ; is
city council that the enterprise will be | women, too, say to themselves in the |
carried out by directors of that great cor- | aggt,

II. “l can’t take any nsks.” Thi
what many stalwart men

and b his own
is full of people who saved money by
day’s work and are now wealthy.

111, “I'll wait until the country is more
settled.” Many 1ntelligent people in the
east suppose that rowdyism is rampantin
the west. There Is really less crime in
the west than In the crowded cities of the
east. Society is as orderly in Great Falls
as'in the oldest New Engiand towns.
Those who wait until’ the, west is miore
populated miss golden oppurtunities,
The early settlers are generally rewarded
for their enterprise. Itis they who acquire
the best farms, the richest mines and the
wmost prosperous stores. They generally
hold the public offices and have most to
say in public affairs. - Be first in the fleld
and the opportunities of achleving success
will increase masy times. The “old-

It may be |

and |

They are earning fron $10 to $30  surpassed in fertility and friability. After
poration, the grant to Francls . H. Will- | 4 week and have steady work. Theydis- | the virgir sod has once been turned by
iams of Hoston being made to comply | ike change. They would come to Mon- | the plow and the grass roote become de-
tana if some one would guarantee them
The franchise granted by the city pro-|good wages, but they fear discomforts
i of the | und dieappointments. To such people we
It follows that all parts of | would say the risks are exaggerated.
the city and suburbs are ensured hberal | The farmer who begins by paying $50 to
The townsite and neighbor- | 100 an acre for lund in Indiana does
hood are admirably adapted for street iuch better when he gets 160 acres for
railroads which will enable. people f0 | nothing from Uncle Sam. The mechanic
have comfortable houies apart from the | who works for wages makes more prog-
business centres and manufacturing dis- | regs when he starts on his own account
The west

THE GARDEN SPOT.
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The vast possibillties of agriculture in
Cascade county can hardly be appregi-
ated by one who has not given the sub-
ject thorough study. This county has an
uverage length from east to west of 66

{ miles and a Lreadth of 35 miles. It is
nearly twice as large as the state of
Rhode Island. The surface comprises

| level bottom lands lying along the rivers,
high rolling prairie, or bench land, and
mountains. The greater part of the area
is high rolling prairie, through which
flows numerous streams. These streams

| are fed largely by springs which are nu-
merous in nearly all parts of the county.
In the spring and early summer when the
grass is green and the air is laden with
the perfume of flowers which are scat-
| tered Lroadcast over the prairies

| NO MORE BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY

| can be found than here, where the sur-

| face sometimes stretches away in almost
level plain and again rolls on in billowy
| brairies. The grasses cure as they stand,
| retaining their nutritive qualities, and in
the fall this country looks like a vast
| field of grain. To the farmer who has
spent years in clearing land in the east,
| this land is especially inviting. Here he

' may select his farm in the spring, begin

plowing and sowing the seed the next
| day after he arrives, and when the crop
is planted he can spend the summer in
mmproving his place. He is not compel-
led to spend a season or two wielding the

{ax nnd grubbing hoe. Meantime his
| stock, turned loose on the “range,” will
| keep in excellent condition without a
particle of grain.

ONCE AN INLAND SEA,
The configuration of the county
clearly shows that all this region was at

;The surface shows that in the vast op-

| heaval the whole country was lifted to-

s | ness of the surfuace.
FERTILITY OF SOIL,

The soil of this part of Montana 18 un-

seems to be richer and on account of
more frequent rains the grasses grow
taller. Last May the writer saw among
the foot hills of the Belt mountains,bunch
grass that was two feet tall. The old
timers settled along the creek valleys
thusavailing themselves of flowing water,
hence the bench lands have never been
tested for farming until within the past
few years. The results which have been
acktieved are astonishing, and seem in-
credible to ihe eastern farmer.

THE SMALL GRAINS AND VEGETADLES,
Northern Montana seems to be the home
of the small grains, such as wheat, oats
and barley. The yield is not only abund-
unt but the grain is of the first quality.
Dakota and Minnesota millers prafer the
Moutana grown wheat and from it make
the best quality of flour.

VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS,

In the production of M
certainly leads the world. Potatoes here
grow toa very large size and are noted
for their excellence, being superior to
those grown in the humid atmosphere of
the east. The cabbage and cauliflower
grow here in their greatest perfection.
Beets, turnips, onions and other garden
vegetables produce fine crops with very
little cultivation,

MONTANA WANTS NO "PET NAME.”

An enterprising Boston publisher who
anxlously wrote for Montana's “ pet
name” that he might insert it with the
“ Empire State,” the “ Sucker State,” etc.,
received the following characteristic re-
ply from the Hon. W. F. Wheeler, Ii-
brarian for the Historical Society of
Montuna:

HELENA, Mont,, Dec. 14, 1850,

M. F. Sweetser, Esy,, Boston, Muss.,
Publisher, etc.—Drar Sig: Hon. Mr.
—— —— has handed me your letter of
inquiry, dated Nov. 20, asking him to
give you the description or “ pet nume of
Montana, as Newv York is called the Em-
pire state, and South Carolina the ral-
metto state, etc.” He refers to me for an-
swer.
1 auswer first that Mortsnu hus never
had a “pet name,” because 1t never was a
pet of anybody’s, It is like “Topsy,” who
never was bern, but just “growed up.”
It had no father we first settlers ever
heard of, and no mother but mother
earth., It grew up here in the great
Rocky range, right across the backbone
of the continent, and owus wore lund
than two New Englunds, more timber
than Michigun or Miunesota; more coal
and iron than Penunsylvania; more gold,
silver, copper and lead thau uny other
state in the union, oue greater uvailuble
water power at the falls of the Missouri,
than any other in the United States; more
pasture land than Indinna and Hlinols,
and the grass is just us good in winter as
1n sumaier, more than 5,000,000 ucres of
lands granted by congress for the support
of common schools and 686,800 acres fox
public buildings, educational and churita-
ble institutions; 1,800 miles of completed
railroads, 1,600 miles of steam nuyigation;
the purest air and the most heulthful
climate in the world, und # thousand oth=
er unnumbered blessings for which, L
hope, we are duly thankful,

fore Montana had & name it wus in-
hubitea Ly powerful tribes of Indians,
and a very few white men, who consist-
ed mostly of fur traders, trappers and
hunters, In 1862 the first systematic
working of gold begun at Pioneer City
and Baunack, and in 1863 the world-wide
famous Alder gulch was discovered,
which 1n four years yielded $40,000,000
in fine gold. KRoud agents (stage robbers)
hard characters and murderers from the
east and west, over-ran the country. With
no civil organization, the people rose in
their might, und in less than a year
captured, trled in people’s courts, and
hung sixty ur seventy of the leading
criminals, thus rendering it safe for man,
woman or child to go and come alone un-
molested with their gold or silver or any
other property, and at the same time
whipuea hostile Indians whenever neces-
sury. And so with these heroic actions,
this young H les of the ins,
sprang into existence and has ever since
been able to cure for himself, and needed
not to be called by *pet names.”
This evidence of strength, self confi-
dence and unsurpassed wealth caused

cayed the soil readily cr After
the second plowing the rich black loam
pulverizes vety easily. In some locali-
ties the soil is not 80 good on account of
too much sand. In other localities too
much adobe exists, making the soll hard
to work; but such localities will not con-
stitute one-fiftieth of ' the surface. The
river and creek valleys are narrow, vary-
ing from a few feet to two miles in
width, so that by far the greater part of
the surface is the high rolling prairie
known here as “bench” lands.
THE RICH BENCH LANDS. |

These benches are covered with buffalo
and blue joint grasses and are vast natu-
ral pastures. Advantage has been taken
of these by stockmen until Montana's
beef has a national reputation and her
horses are the best in the world. Settlers
who come in naturally select the choicest
of these lands; stockmen see thelr free

g on appli of the mi ) to
create by law the Territory of Montana
(meaning mountsinous or pertaining to
the mountains) in 1864, and thus “Uncle
Sam” became the stepfather of Mon A
which had grown up alone in the-wildee-
ness, without organized law of. govern-
ment, from any of the territories 6f"'which
its surface was then compnsed. Montana
was  self-planted and self-supporting
from the be‘innlngdlud now, since it has
become a state of the Union, will main-
tain ita ch fatica ani P cy.
The very name “Montana” 18 dear to
those who made it a state, and no psen-
donym or “pet name” would be accepted.

It needs none. Mweﬂ%ll“ 5
. M. F, WHEELER.

THE copper industry which istobe one
of the bases of Great Falls prosperity is
now on a firm foundation. » con-
sumption of copper is increasing, notably
for electric wires, cables and appliances.
The metal is scarce; 50 mugh 0, that the
late French syndicate was able to contrnl
the eatire supply. . Butte and the Lake




