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C ol. .T. T . Dodge down th e  M issouri in 
th a t  sp rin g  to  exam ine th e  shores fo r a 
ra ilro a d  route . A fter dw elling  on th e  r e ­
so u rces  su rround ing  the new c ity , the 
le t te r  sa id : “ W ith ail these resources 
su rro u n d in g  th is  enchanted  spot o f u n ­
lim ited  w ater pow er, G reat t a i l s  as the
fu tu re  c ity  has lieen nam ed, is des tin ed  to 
b ecom e a great m an u fac tu rin g  ce n tre  
a  L ow ell, a I’W Bairg and a M inneapo lis  

com b in ed .”
T i l  I Ni iS  A l t O M r i J M I E D .

S ince  th a t tim e w hat has been done? 
T h e n  you had about 500 inhab itan ts . 
N ow  you have over 3,000. Tw o mugniti- 
c e n t  b ridges  have been bu ilt across th e  
M issouri, each a thousand fee t in leng th . 
Y o u r (louring m ill and th e  g rea t s ilve r 
sm e lte r  have been constructed. T he  Sand 
C o u lee  branch railroad  has been p u t in 
o p e ra tio n  and daily  hau ls a thousand tons 
of coal from  th e  mines. T he  N eih a rt 
b ran c h  w ill be coinp’eted  by sprinsr and 
w ill open up tw o of th e  richest m in ing  
d is tr ic ts  in M ontana. T he g rea t dam  
ac ro ss  th e  river a t Black E ag le  fa lls  will 
be construc ted  within a year and th e  m am ­
m oth  sm elting  and refilling w orks of the 
Boston & M ontana C opper com pany  w ill 
be b u ilt. T he surveys fo r th e  road  to  
L e th b rid g e  to  connect w ith  th e  C anadian  
J ’ac itic  railroad , and th e  w estern extension  
o f th e  M anitoba railw ay w ill be com ­
p le ted  by spring. A new lin e  of road 
from  D u lu th  across M innesota and 
S o u th e rn  D akota, w ill cross tu e  Yellow 
s to n e  and  com e up th rough  th e  M usse l­
s h e ll and  J u d ith  valley to  y o u r  city. 
H oads from  Chicago and St. L ouis are  
p o in tin g  tow ards you, and a re  su re  to  be 
b u il t in the near fu tu re . So th e  possib il­
it ie s  of w hat yo u r city  w ill becom e can 
o n ly  be im agined.

In  a fu tu re  le tte r 1 hope to  g ive  you a 
synopsis  of th e  h istory  of a ll u iy  voyages 
d o w n  the  M issouri since 1878. T h e y  all 
r e la te  to  th e  beginning  of y o u r c ity  and  
a re  m atte rs  pertain im r to  th e  ea rly  h is ­
to ry , and  will be p rized  h igh ly  by those 
w ho com e a fte r  us, w hen w e have le tt 
tiiese  shores. W ith  w ishing  G rea t F alls  
and  its people a happy  new  y ea r, and  a 
p rosperous  fu tu re , I close th is  le tte r .

T H E  LAND OF MONTANA.

T h e  follow ing ex tracts  from  th e  lto ck y  
M ountain  G azette, a new spaper p u b lished  
a t tlie  capital of M ontana tw en ty  years 
ago , w ill prove of in te res t, b o th  fo r the  
geog raph ica l in fo rm ation  th e y  contain 
a n d  th e  com parison of w ealth  and  re ­
sou rces  th a t may be m ade w ith  fac ts  and 
s ta tis tic s  of the p resen t day  found  in 
th is  publication:

“ The nam e M ontana is S pan ish  and 
m eans m ountains. T he  In d iu u s  gave it 
th e  nam e of Taya be-shoe key , o r the 
co u n try  of th e  m ountains, it h av in g  been 
th e ir  hom e an terio r to  the  d iscovery  of 
A m erica . I t consists o f a  series  of basins 
five in num ber. F o u r of th e m  lie on the  
ea st side of the  m ountains aud  one on th e  
w est side. T he basins a re  subd iv ided  
in to  a num ber of valleys by sp u rs  ju t t in g  
dow n from  th e  main chain  of th e  Rocky 
m ountains, w hich freq u en tly  exceed  th e  
m ain chain  in a ltitude . T he  b asin  w est 
of tiie  m ountains is in th e  northw est 
co rne r of the te rrito ry  and is d ra in ed  by 
th e  M issoula and F la th ead  rive rs, th e  
last nam ed being th e  ou tle t of th e  lake of 
th a t nam e, a line sh ee t of w ate r forty 
m iles  long by tw enty m iles w id e , ly ing  
a t th e  loot of th e  m ounta ins n ea r th e  
n o rth e rn  end of th e  basin und not fa r  
from  th e  line of B ritish C olum bia. T h is 
lak e  is su rrounded  by a b e a u tifu l coun ­
try , a  portion of w hich  is valuab le fo r 
ag ricu ltu re . F rom  th e  la k e  th e re  ex ­
ten d s  southw ard, to  th e  P en  D 'O reille  
m ission, a d istance o f m o re  th a n  fo rty  
m iles, a  well w ooded co u n try  (ro lling) 
c lo th ed  w ith  a tine g row th  o f grasses. 
A crosi th e  h ills to  the  south  is th e  Jocko  
valley , w hich  is sm all, b u t in  beau ty  and  
fe r tili ty  is unsurpassed. H e re  is th e  
P eu  D ’O reille  reserve. A cross th e  sp u r  
o f  th e  m ountains lies th e  H e ilg a te  valley, 
w h ich  is tw euty-tlve m iles long , w ith  an 
average w id th  of six  taiiles. I t  is uearly  
a ll -farm ing land. Tlfe fe rtile  valley  of 
th e  B itter Root ex tends s ix ty  m iles, w ith  
an  average w idth o f seven m iles. T he  
m inera l w ealth  o f the se  m oun ta in s  is 
g rea t.”

“ Tlie _ northwestern basin contains 
eight principal valleys, v iz  : .  V alley  of  
Flathead lake. Jocko, H ellgate , Bitter 
Hoot, B ig Blackfoot, F lin t creek and 
])eer Lodge. The drainage o f  th is  basin 
is to the northwest, and is 250 m iles long  
by seventy-five m iles w ide. I t  is the  
best timbered part o f Montana.”

“ The northeast basin exten d s from the  
Rocky mountains to the eastern border 
o f the territory, along Us north side near­
ly  «00 miles, by 150 m iles w ide. T he  
eastern portion o f th is vast basin is  com ­
posed of clay table lands or * mauvaises 
terres,’ but there is good farm ing land  
along the streams. There are several 
spurs and mountains in th is  basin. The  
Bear’s Paw, Little H ockeys and Three  
Buttes. This basin is drained to  the  
east by the Missouri, M ilk, Marias, Teton, 
Sun and Dearborn rivers, th e first three  
em ptying into the M issouri river below  
Fort Benton and the last th ree a short 

above the G reat fa lls. T he  
western portion o f  th is basin ia but little  
broken.”

“The east central basin is drained to 
the east It j  the Jefferson river and ita 
tributaries. The basin lies in the 
shape of * i f  feeding fan and is one 
hundred and Iffy mues wide by one 
hundred miles long. * * Traces
areatiU visible of glaciers throughout 
the Rocky mountains of depth showing 
that only the loftiest mountain tops once 
rate above the sea. * * *
The number of acres of mineral land in 
Mbotaoah eMtaated at ».SOM»; agrl

cu ltu ra l lan d . 23,000,000 a c r e s ;  g raz in g  000 w ith in  th e  la s t tw o  w e e k s  a n d  I m ig h t 
land , 09,000,000: s te r i le  la n d  Unit m ay  j SI,y  j  i,aVe m y se lf  in v e s te d  a s  m u c h  as 
be rec la im ed  by ir r ig a tio n , 23,000,000 ; . . .
b roken  by m o u n ta in  runges . 40,008,320; a n y  o lle  ln  th e  room , 
o f tim b er, 11,502,420.”

T h e re  a re  s ix ty - th re e  c itie s  and  
tow ns in  M ontana . T h e  a g g re g a te  values 
of a g r ic u ltu re  a n d  m in in g  a re  : W h ea t, couK1 ,,ulUl 1,,,d e ,lu ,P o n e  fo r
$1)00,000 : b a r le y  and  oats, $500,000 : po- w ith  w hat are  k now n  in  th e  e a s t  tu> boh 
tatoes, $100,000 ; hay , $200 ,000 ; vegeta- ta ii c a r s —cars th a t h av e  n o  c o n d u c to rs , 
ides, $75,000 : c a ttle , $550,000 ; p o u ltry  « . . .  
and  eggs , $100,000; b u tte r , ch eese  a n d

T h e  proposed ra ilro ad  c a n  h a rd ly  be 
p u t  th ro u g h  fo r less th a n  $200,000. W e

T H E  G A R D E N  S P O T .

P r a c t ic a l  In fo rm a tio n  R e la tin g  to  
C o u n ty  L a n d s,

T h e  vast possib ilities  o f ag r icu ltu re  in 
C ascade c o u n ty  can  hard ly  he appreci­
a te d  b y  one who has not g iven  th e  sub­
je c t  th o ro u g h  s tudy . T h is  coun ty  has an 

w e do not w an t s u c h . W e  w an t to  u v e ra g e  le n g th  from  east to  w est of Of!
m ilk . $400,000 ; lu m b er, $300,000; go ld , P*ac e  h ere  a  s tre e t ru ilro a il s y s te m  th a t  j m ile s  a n d  a  b rea d th  of 35 m iles. I t  is 
$10.000,000 ; to ta l, $  13,022,000. Tlie’ w e  w ill all be p ro u d  o f. n e a r ly  tw ic e  as la rge as th e  state of
an n u a l p ro fit on ^capital in v e sted  in m er- T h e  T ow nsite  co m p a n y  w a n te d  u s to  R h o d e  Is lan d . T he  su rface  com prises

vested in  l . a n k f n ^ b r o k e r a g e  e t t ? 1 $200 - CM, ry  o a t th is  " o rk  in  a  f i l s t  c ,a s s  ,n lin - i le v e l bo tt° m  l«nds ly ing  a long  th e  rivers, 
0(H) ; on c a p ita l inv ested  Tn’ tra n sp o rta -  , le r - T h e y  asked  m e  t l ie  b e s t  w ay  to  do  h ig h  ro ll in g  p ra irie , o r  bench land, and 
tio n , $400,000 ; on c a p ita l lo a n ed  to  gov- so . T h e  fa ilu res  o f  e l e c t r ic  ra ilro ad s  m o u n ta in s . T h e  g re a te r  p a r t of th e  area 
e m in e n t , $200,000. T h e  a n n u a l incom e h a v e  been m any. In  R ic h m o n d  th e  elec- is  h ig h  ro llin g  p ra irie , th ro u g h  w hich

S lS O .O w 'T an n m d ^ ro n rp è ^s îiu în r^o 'cR Îk s  , r i c  *'*8 a 1t ° t " 1 f a i h u * ' ln  Bos‘ t,ow s n u m e ro u * «treu,us. T h ese  stream s
and m e ssen g e rs , $1,064,000.” tOH $ 1->0,000  have b ee n  e x p e n d e d  on ex- ; a re  fe d  la rg e ly  by sp rin g s  w hich are nu-

X ow  we h av e  over 2,500 m iles  o f ra il-  P c riin en ts . O u r p e o p le  a c c o rd in g ly  de- ! m e ro u s  in  n ea rly  a ll p a rts  of th e  county , 
road in o p e r a t io n ;  20  N a tio n a l b an k s  c itle d  to  p u t in  h e re  a n  e l e c t r ic  ra ilro a d  | I n  th e  sp rin g  an d  ea rly  su m m e r w hen the 
w ith  an  ag g re g a te  ca p ita l o f  $2,OOO.OOOand o f  tins best k in d  o r to  p u t  in  n o n e  a t a ll. g ra ss  is  g reen  and th e  a i r  is laden  w ith 
deposits  am o u n tin g  to  $ 12,00 0 ,0 0 0 ; th e re  T h e  T ow nsite  co m p a n y  a r e  b o u n d  to  g ive  | th e  p e r fu m e  o f  flow ers w hich a re  scat-

u s  w a te r pow er a t  th e  o th e r  s id e  by tl ie  te r e d  b ro ad cast over th e  pra iries 
firs t o f S ep tem ber n e x t y e a r .  I t  m ay  he 
a  m o n th  la te r  at th is  s id e . W e  w ould  ut 
o n c e  avail ou rselves o f  t h i s  p o w e r  in  ru n ­
n in g  e lec tric  ra ilro ad s . W e  w o u ld  use 
s te a m  d um m ies  o n ly  te m p o ra r i ly .  T lie  
150 b rid g e  c a rp e n te rs  w h o  w il l  ho em -

are now  315 c itie s  an d  to w n s w here  U . S. 
m ail is d e l iv e re d  ; tlie  to ta l va lue  of ta x ­
able p ro p e rty  is $75,000,1100 : th e re  a re  
1,500,000 head  o f c a ttle , 2.500,000 s h e e p  
and 200.000 horses in  th e  s ta te  ; th e  a n ­
nual o u tp u t  o f  o u r m ines  is $40,000,000 ; 
3,000.000 ai res  o f laud  h av e  been  a p p ro ­
p r ia ted  fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l  p u rp o ses  ; tl ie  p lo y e d  at th e  d am  a n d  o th e r  w o rk s  w ill 
co m m erce  o f  th e  s ta te  e x c e e d s  $50,000,
000 a n d  its  p o p u is la tio n  200,000.

N O  M O K E  B E A U T IF U L  C O U N TR Y

ca n  be  found  thuu  here , w here tlie su r­
face  som etim es s tre tch es  aw ay in alm ost 
level p la in  and  aga in  ro lls  on in billowy 
p ra in e s . T lie  grasses cu re  us th e y  stand, 
r e ta in in g  th e ir  nu tritiv e  qualities , and  in

, , . , , „  th e  fa ll th is  co u n try  looks like  a vast
w a n t to  go u p  to w n  a s  q t i ic 'i ly  as th e y  .. , , . . „  ..  .. ,

, , . * , /  .  “ he ld  o f gru in . T o th e  fa rm er w ho has
cu n  w hen w ork  is ov er. W e  n il w an t, in

E L E C T R IC  S T R E E T  R A ILW A Y .
fa c t, a big p la n t th a t w ill  m a k e  t i e  tow n  
h o w l.

--------  PO PU LA R O lltl ECTIO X S.
E a r ly  in  1800, G rea t F a lls  w ill be p ro -  i -------------

v ided  w ith  a s tre e t c a r  sy s tem  of g r e a t !  1. “ I am too  o ld  to  g o  w e s t.”  T h is  re- 
ex c e llen ce . I t  w ill lie o p e ra te d  liy e lec - m a rk  is o ften  m ade by  tn e n  in  tl ie  fo rties  
tr ic ity  a n d  e q u ip p e d  in  th e  best m a n - a n d  fifties in th e  east,
ner. I t  w ill tra v e rs e  th e  p rin c ip a l s e lv e s  too old “ to  p u ll  u p
s tree ts  a n d  av en u es  a n d  w ill ex ten d  to  best, answ er th a t  can  h e  m a d e  to  su ch  ob- 
th c  B lack  E a g le  fa lls , th e re b y  p ro v id in g  je c tio ii is to  p o in t to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of 
q u ic k  c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e en  th e  Bos- m illio n s  of p eo p le  o f  m id d le  ag e  w ho 
to n  «& M o n tan a  s m e lte r  au d  re finery  a t  h av e  a tta in ed  p ro s p e r ity  in  th e  w est. T h e  
th e  w est s id e  of th e  r iv e r . T h e  e le c tr ic  fo u n d e rs  of C a lifo rn ia , M o n ta n a  an d  th e
w ires  w ill he  o v e rh e ad  tl ie  tra c k , th e re b y  j D ak o ta s  w ere  la rg e ly  m e n  o f  m a tu re

s p e n t y ea rs  in  c lea rin g  lnnd in tlie  east, 
th is  la n d  is esp ec ia lly  inv iting . H ere  lie 
m ay  se le c t h is  fa rm  in  th e  sp ring , begin 
p lo w in g  an d  sow ing th e  seed the  uext 
day  a f te r  h e  arrives, an d  w hen  th e  crop 
is p la n te d  he can  spend  th e  sum m er in 
im p ro v in g  h is  p lace, l i e  is no t com pel- 

îe y  I e tm  t  lern |e(j to  8pelMj „  season o r tw o  w ield ing  the 
u p  s ta  es. îe a x  lln{|  g ru t,b in g hoe. M eantim e his 

s to ck , tu rn e d  loose on th e  “ range ,” w ill 
k e e p  in  ex c e llen t cond ition  w ithou t a 
p a r t ic le  o f grain .

O N C E  A N  IN L A N D  SE A .

T lie  configura tion  o f th e  county  
c le a r ly  show s th a t a ll th is  region was a t

seem s to  be richer and on account o f 
m ore frequen t rains tlie  grasses grow  
ta ller. Last May th e  w riter saw am ong 
th e  foot hills of the Belt m ountains,bunch 
grass th a t was two fee t ta il. T he old 
tim ers settled along the creek  valleys 
thus availing them selves o f flowing w ater, 
hence the  bench lands have never lieen 
tested  for farm ing until w ithin the p as t 
few years. T he results which have been 
achieved are astonishing, and seem in­
cred ib le  to  the eastern farm er.

T H E  SM ALL CH A IN S ANU V E C E T A B l.E S .

N orthern  M ontana seems to  be the hom e 
of tlie small grains, sucli as w heat, oats 
and barley. The yield is not only abund­
an t but the grain is of the first quality . 
D akota and Minnesota m illers p refer th e  
M ontana grown w heat and from  it m ake 
the  best quality  of flour.

V E G E T A B L E  PRO DUCTIONS.

In  d ie  production of regetables M ontana 
certainly leads the world. Potatoes here  
grow to a  very lurge size and are noted 
for the ir excellence, being superior to  
those gruwu in the hum id atm osphere of 
tlie east. Tlie cabbage and cauliHower 
glow  here in the ir greatest perfection. 
Beets, turn ips, onions and other garden  
vegetables produce fine crops w ith very 
little  cultivation.

VIEW OF THE GIANT SPUING AND MONTANA SMKLTËH.

p reclu d in g  a ll risk o f  accidents su ch  as 
arise from  w ires w h ich  are laid near th e  
surface.

I t  m ay h e seen  by th e  report ap p en d ed  
o f  the exp lanatory rem arks w h ich  Mr. 
C harles O. Parsons o f th e  Boston & M on ­
tana C onsolidated C opper and S ilv er  
M inin g Co. m ade before  th e G reat F a lls  
c ity  cou n cil th at th e  enterprise w ill be

years. T h ey  la id  th e  k e e l  o f  th e  sh ip  o f on e  tim e the bottom o f a vast inland sea.
state. T he y ou n g  m e n  c a m e  and helped  
to  build her up. A s  a  r u le , th e  m id d le  
aged man w ho is a b le  to  earn  a liv in g  in  
th e  east w ill do  s t i l l  b etter  in th e  broad 
west where th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  are greater.

IL “ 1 can’t ta k e  a n y  risks.” T his  
is  w hat m any sta lw a r t m en and  
wom en, too, say to  th em se lv e s  in th e  

carried ou t by d irectors o f that great cor- ea8t. T h ey  are e a r n in g  fron $10 to  $30
poratiou , th e  grant to  Francis H . W ill-  „ week and have s te a d y  w ork . T h ey  dis- : th e  virgin sod hag once been turned by 
iam s o f B oston b e in g  made to  co m p ly  | lik e  change. T h e y  w o u ld  com e to  M on- ; th e  plow and the grass roots become de-

T h e  surface show s that in the vast up­
h eaval th e  w hole country was lifted to­
geth er , th e  levels remaining relatively 
th e  sam e us when submerged. This ac 
cou n ts in som e degree for the uneven­
ness o f the surface.

F E R T IL IT Y  O F  SO IL .

T he soil o f this part of Montanu is un- 
surpassed in fertility  and friability. After

w itli leg a l requirem ents. tsna if  som e on e w o u ld  guarantee th em
T h e franch ise  granted by the c ity  pro- j good w ages, h u t th e y  fear  discom forts  

v id es for ex ten sion s at th e  instance o f  th e  j a nd disapp ointm en ts. T o  su ch  p eople w e
would say th e  r isk s  are  exaggerated . 
T he farmer w h o  b e g in s  b y  p ayin g $50  to  
$100 an acre for  la n d  in  Ind ian a d oes

city  cou n cil. I t  fo llo w s  that a ll parts o f  
the c ity  and suburbs are ensured lib era l 
treatm ent. T he tow n site  and n e igh b or ­
hood are adm irably adapted tor s tr ee t ; much better w h en  h e  g e ts  160 acres for 
railroads w hich  w ill enuble p eo p le  to j nothing from  U n c le  S am . T h e m echanic  
have com fortable h om es apart from  th e  i w ho works for w a g e s  m a k es  more prog- 
b u sin ess centres and m anufacturing d is- : re88 w hen  h e  s ta r ts  o n  h is  ow n account
tricts of the city.

Mr. Parsons said—Francis H.Williams, 
about whom you inquire is a leading 
Boston physician who is an enthusiast on 
electricity and is well known in Boston. 
“His heirs, representatives or assigns” 
are the gentlemen who will expend a 
million dollars, within the next year and 
a ha*f in this town. The Boston A Mon­
tana company cannot run railways; its 
business is limited to  working m ines and 
operating smelters. Hut its leading di­
rectors can engage in other enterprises.

Regarding electric railways, I  would 
say that some are in operation, b a t the 
expense la high. The charter subm itted
to you was carefully prepared in  Boston 
where there has been much experience 
in street car lines and where people may 
travel 98 miles in on# direction over con­
necting street railroads. In  th is en ter­
prise our people mean to do th e  right 
thing. They have droped ia  here  flOQ,-

and becomes his own master. The west 
is full of people w ho saved money by 
day’s work and are now wealthy.

I II . “I l l  wait u n til the country is more 
settled.” Many in te lligen t people in the 
east suppose tha t towdyiBm Is rampant in 
the west. There is  really  less crim e in 
the west than in th e  crowded cities of the 
east. Society is as orderly  in Greet Fells 
Bs in the oldest New Englsnd towns. 
Those who welt u n til the, west is more 
populated miss golden opportunities. 
The early settlers are generally rewarded 
for their enterprise. I t  is they who acquire 
tire best farms, th e  riebest mines and the 
most prosperous stores. They generally 
bold the public offices and have most to 
say In public affairs. Be first in tiro field 
and tire opportunities o f  achieving success 
will increase m any tim es. T he “old- 
timers" of M oetaaa a n  today practically 
the leaders ia  wealth, enterprise and 
everything sise.

cayed  th e  soil readily crumbles. After 
th e  second plow ing the rich black loam 
pu lverizes vefy  easily , ln  some locali­
t ie s  th e  soil is not so good on account of 
too  m uch sand. In  other localities too 
m uch adobe exists, m aking the soil hard 
to  work; but such localities w ill not con­
stitu te  one-fiftieth o f th e surface. The 
river and creek valleys are narrow, vary­
in g  from  a few  fee t to tw o m iles in 
w idth , so that by far the greater part of 
the surface is th e  h igh  rolling prairie 
know n here as “bench” lands.

THE RICH BENCH LANDS.

These benches are covered with buffalo 
and blue Joint grasses and are vast natu­
ral pastures. Advantage has been taken 
of these by stockmen until Montana’s 
beef has a national reputation and her 
horses are the best in the world. Settlers 
who come in naturally select the choicest 
of these lands; stockmen see their free 
pastures are being taken end some are 
wont to raise a cry against farming. They 
tell the settler that he cannot farm in this 
country without irrigation, and thus tty  
to  induce him to move on. But the east­
ern fanner has learned that where gram 
grows luxuriantly and wild flowers 
flourish other plante will grow; he there­
fore tom e up the sod and sows his grain 
fad ing  satisfied to  risk the season. Aa 
the mountains a r t  approached the soil

MONTANA WANTS NO “ PET NAME.”

An enterprising  Boston publisher w ho 
anxiously wrote for M ontana's “ p e t 
nam e” tha t he m ight insert it  with th e  
“ Em pire State,” the “ Sucker S tate ,” etc., 
received the follow ing characteristic re ­
ply from  the Hon. W. F. W heeler, li­
b rarian for the Historical Society of 
M ontana :

H elena , Mont., Dec. 14, 1881».
M. F . Sweetser, Esq., Boston, Mass., 

Pub lisher, etc.—D e a r  S in : Ron. M r.
--------------has handed me your le tter of
inquiry , dated  Nov. 20, asking him to  
give you th e  description or “  pet mime of 
M ontana, as N e v York is called tlie Em ­
pire state, and South Carolina the P al­
m etto state, etc.” He refers to  me for an ­
swer.

I  answ er first tha t M oi.tana has never 
had a  “ pet name,” because it never was a 
p e t of anybody’s. I t  is like “Topsy,” w ho 
never was born, hut ju s t “ grnwed up.” 
I t had no fa ther we first settlers ever 
heard  of, and no m other but m other 
earth . I t  grew  up here in the g rea t 
Rocky range, rig h t across tlie buckbone 
o f the  continent, and owns more land  
than two New Englands, more tim ber 
than  M ichigan or Minnesota; more coal 
and iron than  Pennsylvania; m ore gold, 
silver, copper amt lead than any o ther 
state ln  the  union, one g reater available 
w ater power at the falls of tlie M issouri, 
thun any o ther in  tiie United States; more 
pasture land thuu Ind iana aud Illinois, 
and the g rass is ju s t as good iu w inter us 
hi summer, more than 5,000,001) acres of 
lands granted by congress for the support 
of common schools and 08(J,8Ui) acres for 
public buildings, educational and charita ­
ble institu tions; 1,800 m iles of com pleted 
railroads, 1,000 miles of steam navigation; 
th e  purest air and tlie most lieulthful 
clim ate in the world, and a thousand oth­
e r  unnum bered blessings for w hiib , I  
hope, we are duly thankful.

Before Montana laid a uaine it was in ­
habited by pow erful tribes of Iudiaus, 
and a very few w hite m en, who consist­
ed mostly of fu r traders, trappers aud 
hunters. In  1802 the first systematic 
w orking of gold began a t Pioneer City 
and Baunuck, and iu 1803 the w orld-w ide 
fam ous A lder gulch  was discovered, 
which in four years yielded $40,000,000 
in fine gold. Road agents (stage robbers) 
hard  characters and m urderers from the 
east and west, over-run the  country. W ith 
no civil organization, th e  people rose in  
th e ir  m ight, and in  less than  a yea r 
cap tu red , tried  in  people’s courts, and  
hung  sixty or seventy of the leudlug 
crim inals, thus rendering  it sufe for m an, 
woman o r child  to  go and come uloue un­
molested w ith th e ir gold or silver or any 
o tber property, and at the sam e tim e  
w hipped hostile Ind ians w henever neces­
sary. And so witli these heroic actions, 
this young H ercules of th e  mountains, 
sprang into existence and has ever since 
been able to care for him self, and needed 
not to lie called by “pet nam es.”

This evidence *of strength , self confi­
dence and unsurpassed w ealth caused 
congress on application o f th e  m iners, to  
create  by law th e  Territory  of M ontana 
(m eaning m ountainous o r pertain ing  to  
th e  mountains) in  1804, and thua “ U ncle 
8am ” became the  step fa ther of M ontana, 
w hich  had grown up alone in  th e  w ilder- 
ness, w ithout organized law o r  ,govern­
ment, from  any  o f the  te rrito ries ö rw h ic h  
its surface was then  composed. M ontana 

self-planted and self-supporting

7H

from the beginning; and now, since it has 
become a state of the Union, will main­
tain its characteristics and supremacy. 
The very name “Montana” is dear to 
those who made it a state, and no pseu­
donym or “pet name” would be accepted. 
It needs none. Respectfully, .

Wx, F. Wheeler.

The copper industry which is to be one 
of the bases of Great Falls prosperity is 
now on a firm foundation. The con­
sumption of copper is increasing, notably 
for electric wires, cables and appliances. 
The metal is scarce; so mudh so, that the 
late French syndicate was able to control 
the entire supply. Butte and the Lake 
Superior region are the chief producers. 
Chili comet next The Butte and Lake 
Superior mines ate in the hands of stroaig 
companies which ' 
downfall of the French 
carrent priceyields a 1 
producers «1

i were sot shaken by the
■yM IQ M V e'


