
BENCH LAND FARMS.

The Coming Wheat Farms of the

Northwest-Prospects of Lux-

uriant Crops-No Irri-

Sgation Needed.

A visit to the wheat falls on the bench

land about Great Falls, would convince the

most skeptical person of the fact that Mon-

tana is the coming "granary of the world."
It is remarkable what a change has been

produced in.the last ten years in the minds

of our own residents, as to the value of

Montana lands for agricultural purposes.
Then it was the commonly accepted belief

that Montana was only fit for mining, and

agriculture would never pay. Fruits were

declared impossible to grow, iand grain
would not pay to raise save in the most fa-

vorable localities. Within that period,
however, a Helena gardener has demon-

strated that no finer flavored strawberries
and small fruits can be raised than those

raised in our own territory. It is hardly

more than six years since there was an at-

tempt to farm in Choteau county. Now

the yield of grains, potatoes and vegeta-
bles even.with the poor, haphazard, shift-
less style of farming in vogue, is such as
to cause an eastern man to open his eyes
with astonishment and to classify truthful
accounts with the stories that cattle and
horses are turned loose on the prairies in
the winter and come out alive in the
spring.

TREES FLOURISHING.

Two years ago the most enthusiastic
old-timer about Great Falls secretly sneer-
ed at the idea of setting out trees on the
townsite, and regarded it as one of Paris
Gibson's visionary schemes. To-day the
waving branches of 300 vigorous, healthy
and beautiful shade trees, all living and
flourishing, demonstrate that the far-see-
ing founder of Great Falls builded better
than even he knew. Half our residents
are preparing to ornament their houses
with trees and shrubbery and we predict
that next year Arbor day will be observed
by all our citizens.

THE hEW qHEAT BETLT.

It has long been the belief of our far-
sighted men that the bench-lands were
destined to become the wheat-fields of the
west. Mr. Geo. E. Huy and others who
were pioneers in Minnesota, say that these
lands show better soil than did those of
Minnesota a quarter of a century ago and
that there was at that time a greater
skepticism as to the utility of the lands of
Minnesota and Dakota for wheat and agri-
culural products generally than there is
in Montana to-day. Inspired by the be-
lief in the fertility of Montana bench-
lands, farmers on the bench have been en-
couraged to plow deep and sow early and
the results are most satisfactory. Last
year when crops in one of the most fertile
valleys in the territory were universal
failures - when there was the longest
drought experienced in Montana., the
bench-lands about Great Falls displayed

crops which wonld have been considered
first-class in the states. Never have I
seen a finer growth of potatoes than last
year on sandy soil within one and a half
miles of town. Almost in sight of town
was cut wheat averaging one and one-helf
tons of fodder to the acre, which experinc-
ed farmers declared would have yielded
eighteen to twenty bushels to the acre if
it had been threshed. Oat-fields showed
the same yield. These instances were the
most remarkable, as they were mostly on
land lately broken. Let the land be
broken well and then plowed deep for
one or two season and we will put a crop
of wheat or oats on the bench-lands, near
by, against any crop grown in the most
fertile valley with irrigation. The far-
mers also are coming to this opinion and
many say that the next ranch they file upon
will be upon the benches.

Let any one jump into a carriage and
they can soon be convinced. North of
town on new soil are the wheat fields of
.Messrs. McMillan and others which were
put in in May or June, and now present a
flourishing growth. A little north east in
sight of town,also on newly broken ground
are the wheat fields of Anhiser and Mans-
field which give promise of large yields.
Another field on older ground is the best
grain-field in Choteau county, north of
the Missouri. On this side of the river
the wheat-fields of McPherson, Gibson,
Dickerman, Webster, Mansfield and others
are in a flourishing condition. The pota-
toes and oats of Mr. Rolfe are as fine look-
ing'as we have seen. Further south, we
see the fine field of Geo. Budinpion and
still further we notice Frank Huy has a
a large area in preparation for sewing an-
other year.
r.Menticn should also be made of the
fields of Phelps, Crowder, Walker and
others near the Central avenue eastern ex-
tension.

When we consider that these crops are,
many of them, on newly prepered soil and

* that some of the fields were poorly plowed
and put in late, we must ex,)re s wooder
at the flni showing made, and we predict
that within twdo years these tench lands
will be fairly covered with g:ain fields
and the so-called arid belt nrove like the
great American desert,. to have been a
misnomer-to have been called a desert
s•imply because people were ignorant of
its capabilities.

Water has been found in abundance
upon these bench lands for stock and fam-
Ily use, at the depth of twenty-five to
thirty feet. Flowing wells in twoorthree
instances have been found and if is prob-
:•ble could be found anywhere by drilling
-less than 200 feet.

It is the opinion of experienced men
who have carefully examined thea lands,
that northern Montana is destined to be-

.come the greatest wheat growing section
,f fthe northwest That their judgement
will be verified by actual results we be-
lrieve. RaiCHEFr.
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(WBOOTS AND SHOES. HATS AD CA P
You will find at my store the . . . . Straw and Fur at, in all

finest line of these goods in the Territory- shapes, colors and kinds, together with the finest

embracing Lace Shoes, Button Shoes, Congress My stock of clothing is complete. In it you will find all the nobby and line of Fancy Underwear ever displayed at Great

Gaiters, Low Shoes, Dress Boots, Cowboy Boots, stylish patterns that can be found this side of Falls. As for Neckwear, the newest styles and

Driving Boots, and many others St. Pa*l. Also a colors are in my stock.

CALL AND EXAMINE THEM. FINE LINE OF SAMPLES FOR CUSTOM SUITS. Don't Forget to Come and See these Goods.

Great Falls, Montana.
Great Falls is located at the falls of the Missouri, which furnish the greatest available water-power on the continent. Is within seven miles of the most extensive coal

and iron district in the West, immediately beyond which are rich gold, silver and copper distrcts. It lays tributary the best agricultural and grazing part of the territory, and
the pineries of the upper Missouri and its tributaries. It is especially adapted by its natural resources and geographical position to become the leading manufacturing city
between Minneapolis and the Pacific ocean, and the principal railroad center of Montana. The trip to Great Falls will amply repay tourists by the beauty of the scenery on the
way, and they will find here the most magnificent series of water-falls in the world, while the surrounding country is rich in picturesque scenery.

For information address SAM H. NICHOLS, Secretary Great Falls Water-Power & Townsite Company, Great Falls, Montana.

This space reserved for
A. NATHAN,

The One-Price Clothier.
JOHN R. PAYNE, GEORGE MARTIN, CHAS. Y. KINLOCH,

President. Vice-President. Cashier.

ANK OF GREAT FALLS
A General Banking Business Transacted.

Seis Excbsnge on all the Principal Cities. Interest paid on Time Deposits.
Accounts Solicited. Special Attention given to Collections.

PHIL GIBSON,
Real Hstate Loans an Insuranc,

CIaEAT IFALL•S, MONTANA.
The pioneer insurance effiee of Great Falls. Represents the largest American companies.

Special attention given to examining titles, mAking deeds, mortgages, and collections.
Correspondence invited regarding the opportunities for investment at Great. Falls and

throughout northern Montana. Mortgage loans and other investments made for non-residents.
Hales of mining property negotiated.

REFERENiES-The First National Bank. Great Falls; The Montana National Ba' . Helena.

W. F. PARKER
Insurance, Real Estate, and Loans

OFFIcE: Huy's Building, Central Avenue, Great Falls, Montana.

THE PARK HOTEL,
The Only First-Class House in Fine Billiard-Room and Bar

Great Falls. Stocked with
OFFICE OPEN DAY AND NIGHT CHOICE LIQUORS AND CIGARS

Central Avenue and Park Drive.
D. C. ERHART, Proprietor.

Notice of Final Proof.
Land Office at Helena, Mont.,

June 4, 1887.
Notice is hereby given that the following-

named settler has filed notice of his intention to
make final proof in support of his claim and
that said proof will be made before John W. Tat-
tan, probate judge Choteau county, Mont., at
Fort Benton, Mont., on July 20 1887, viz: Charles
Johnson who made homestead application No.
3186 for the BE. 1 of sec. 22, tp. 20 N., range 4 E.
ne names the following witnesses to prove his
continuous residence upon, and cultivation of.
said land, via: Paul T. Rumsey, Charles P,
Burghwill, Frank Oglevie and Frank Gehring,
all of Great Falls Montana

S. W. LANGHORNE, Register.
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Notice of Final Proof.
Lait Office at Helena. Mont.,

June 20,1887.
Notice is hereb, given that the following-

named settler has filed notice of his ihtentiqn to
make final proof in support of his claim, and
that said proof will be made before John W. Tat.
tan. probate judge Chotean county, at Fort Ben-
ton, on August 4. 1887, vis: Charles A. Crowder,
who made pre-emption D. 8. No. 81409 for the
El ofse. 10,tp.20 N, range4 E. He names

the following witnesses to Drove his continuous
residence upon, and cultivation of said land,
viz: Commodore P. Downing, Delose. Chowen,
Phil Gibson and Jonathan D). West, all of Great
Falls, Montana.

S. W. LANGHO1LNE, Register.
.Notice of Final Proof.

Land Office at Helena, Montana,
June 20,1887.

Notice is hereby given that the following-
named settler has filed notice of his intention to
make final proof in support of his claim, and
that said proof will be made beforeJohn W. Tat.tanm, probate judge Chotean county, Montana, at
Fort, Bentonon August 4,1887, viz: James E.
Walker, who made homested application Nd3x6for• the 8sW3 ssc. n, tp. 20 N., range 4 .,
He names the foflowing witnesses to prove his
continuous residence upoit and cultivation of,
said land viz: Commodore P. Downing Deloe
H. Chowen, Oswald C. MortsonandPhil ` ibson
all of Great Falls, Montana. ,

s. W. LANGHORNE, Register.

Notice of Final Proof.
LandOfficeatHelena.Mont.,

June 8,1884.
Notice is hb van that the following

t-amed settler is iennotce of his inention to
ahke fin~a proof in support of his claim, andthat said proof will be made before the Probate

Jud geChoteau county• at. ort Benton, Mont.,
on JTYy 1 887, viz: Albert J. Huy, who made
pre.emption _. 8. No. 182, C. E.1775, for thelots
iandsandi 4of NW -of sec.i8- tp. 20. N.,
"aenje 4 E, we names th# f9a1wn n witnesses toprove his continuous residence upon and culti-

Fottle, all of ra ze aisont -
& W. ; Ate QH3OENE , Bgter., ,
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Great Falls Lumber Company
MANUFACTURE AND KEEP IN STOCK ALL KINDS OP

Dressed and Matched Flooring, Dressed Siding,
Finishing Lumber, Lath, and Shingles.

All Kinds of Molding. Orders Filled DIl1ECT FROM TH SAW if lDsired.

trBurch& E-Iotchkiss
HAVE THE FINEST ASSORTMENT OF

Shelf, Building, and Heavy Hardware
in GREAT FALLS, and at prices that defy competition. All kinds of TIN WORK DONE TO ORDER:

Call and get prices. Stone block, Central Avenue.

Notice for Final Proof.
U. S. Land Office Helena, M. T.,

Say 25,1887.
Notico is hereby given that the following-

named settler has filed notice of his intention to
make final proof in support of his claim, and
that said proof will be made before Register and
Receiver at Helena, Montana, on July 14, 1887.
viz: John B. Rieser,who made pre-emption D. 8,
No. 7602, for the W. V of the SE. l of section 14,
and the W. % of the NE. 4 of section 23, town-
ship 18 N., range 2 E.

He names the following witnesses to prove his
continuous residence upon, and cultivation of,
said land viz' Charles Turner and John Ains-
worth of Truly Montana, and Frederick E. Tib-
bet and John insyof elena Montana.

8. W. LANGHORINE. Register.

Notice of Final Proof.
Land Office at Helena, Mont.,

June 20, 1887.
Notice is hereby given that the following-

named settler has filed notice of his intention to
make final proof in support of his claim, and
that said proof will bemade beforeJohn W. Tat-
tan, probate judge Chotean county, at Fort Ben-
ton, on August 4, 1887, viz: Commodore P. Down-
ing, who made homestead application No. 2925
forthe E4 of the SWl,, and the W3 of the
8E3 and the BE34 of the hEl, sec. 9, tp. W0 N.,
range 4 E. He names the following witnesees to
prove his continuous residence upon aud nulti-
vation of, said land, viz: James E. Walker,
Charles A. Crowder, Herbert P. Rolfe and iil-
bert Moran, all of Great Falls, Montana.

B . w. LAeNHORNE, Register.

Notice for Final Proof.
U. S. Land Office, Helena, ontana,

Notice is hereby. given that the following.
named settler has filed notice of his intention
to make final proof in support of his claim, and
that said proof will be •e before aeiteand
Receiver at Helena, Montana, on Jn1 , 1887
viz: John P. Dyes, adnistaeroftheatateof
John Carrol' Who made preemption
D. S.No. 68. for the oW. •ef tl•8

-
& of

section and the N. 4 of the NW ;, aid the
NW. of the NE.l of section I hin township 18
N•. range lE.

He names the following witnesses to pia his
continuous residence pon, and.-erluivaLion o!,
said land, via: Jams. L. Perins,. William C..
swetltltorg e H.Xullery andGeorge #r'avls all
of Glorham, Montana,

8, W. LANGHOlRNE, Register,

Notice-Timber Culture.
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TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
........AT........

GREAT FALLS.

10 00 a. i.-- FL ST PROCESSIO ever wifiesed in
Northern Montana ed ;by the regimental

band of the Third UL S. Infantry (stationed at Fort Shaw and con
sidered the finesat military baud in the a-rmy), with Fire Companies,
Masons; Knights of Pythisa, Odd Fellows, United Order of Working-
men, Trade Societies, and Citizens in the line.

ORATIONl , at the pavilion in the Park by

2:30 p m.r-- Y'RR oR HE•,e •o r B• ,

Tournament, Base Ball dame bedwe Fot Shlaw and : Falls

SOF lFIRE W.ORK nAR l "eled i -
ory of Montan

The ei will cn0u1eiBn the evnnwJt atnDn,
given for the bee ofe Hook L ` addCompsn in ne ate
asefions din 3g-room of the ark Hotel1 -<


