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RERIBUTION !

ames Wilber, the Murderer
Ends His, Career.

PUBLIC EXOITEMENT

he Mrderer of the Immigrants in the

Judith Basin Cheats the Gallows
-Orowds at the Jail - An

Awful Spectacle There.

Great Falls was amazed early Saturday
hen the news became known that James
ilber,he .murderer, had hanged him-
if i .n lfFriday night. Crowds hast-
ed t e jailVand were allowed to see
eghasly pectacle, for until the inquest

serif Downing deemed it proper not to
eturb the remains,
The detail' may be learned in full from
Ste i ;ity appended. James Wilber

placed yesterdy in the centre cell
the wet:- side of the upper tier. Sol.

tes gav him supper and about 9 p. m•
locked the corridor leading to the

1 and gave the keys to Sheriff Down-
so that no people would be tempted

overpower Yates in order to take
'keys frrom him. As soon as the cor-

0o wass loCked, Wilber evidently tried
Kill hitmslf, The cotton strip which
used loosenaetid he fell to the floor.

en he went more deliberately to work.
made a noose out of a strip torn from
lanket. He placed this on the upper
of gratin. Then he fastened cotton

ps made into slip knots to his legs,
g one securely., When all was ready
swung himself from the upper bunk
such a maunert that his feet rested
inat the •ars of the cell wall. His
ds were so tied that he could not re-
e himself if he would. This was the
t devilish feature of tiheact. T'here
hung, Bitil lifeeeplired which must

been in about twenty minutes. He
-heard fall against the bars but no pris-

suspected what he was doing. He
nted an awful spectacle today as
protruding tongue and open mouth
ng from the cell grating. The
red immigrants were avenged but
the law.

THE STORY OF TEE CRIME.

the Cohnding Travelera Were hot
Downer-.{V ,, .a.....

e party of men and the women and a
left Helena about iune ist, in a
wegapn bught from• Davidson of

city: :'hey. were apparently well-to-
eople. They passed after some days

el through the Judith Gap. They
two horses hitched to the wagon and
cokakin pony which followed liehitd.
the night Of June 7th when about six

es from Lewistown they were mur.
ed; The• murderer threw the dead
le into the wagon. He made a camp
and burned a-trunk and other things,

haps to make room for the human
. hWen he came to a lonely place

the shallowJudith river he threw out
body. 'Further up the riverhe threw
the four others. Now he sought to
pe detection. He Went to Wood's

ch and tradedthe two horses and the
y for four other horses. Then heat on to Castneer's which is about 20
! ..froma here and traded the Bain
gon for a, spriug wagon. Then he
e to this town and leaving one horse
went with the wagon in the direc-

n of Belt
aspiioon rtefd n Wilber or on a

oa .nswring to his descrIption. Ac-
dingiy Sheritf lary of Fergus and
putyBhSrfrlf Joe Hamilton of this
nty set dut on a trail indicated by
erif Dowsingewh o has been on the
rt •diE• 'thie lit tidings of the crime.

TiHE PURSUIT.
Iarly yesterday morning, HamiltOn and

sty sa t': Wagon in the distance and
man .begde .a camp fre. They went
rer and saw that the man was Wilber

to was well known to Hamilton. Wil-
r knew •,igtoo,,andmade a dash for

gun 'ls liyn th wsagon. ,Hamil'
o with a wagon wrench in his hand
rang between Wilber and the wagon,

isry'ump ed'foaward also and covering
ilbeOi ils revolver, called on him
surreder., Hamilton In firm tones

so called on him to yield, Wilber saw
e game was up and surrendered. He

ot into one wagon and Mrs, Wilber inte
other, and thus the pair came into town
ca rge of the officers. Wilber inquired
hy e was-rested, but the sheriff
Guld nottAl him. He denied that he
ad besnis t ford, a Judith basin town,
t all. xpttsesa remarks Wilber had

0 e17 se & n a rrest.
T ui audt 'a BAD OCAREIR.

WllberiWa a young man of stalwart
gure and ratoe sinister look, ae was
ret ere in J~uly. 1887 for tlae murder

"wboy Vien owiing. The aowboy
l p o npinl ona a long hoa•iback

Ide and It is alleged that he murdered
him. Sooa after the crime which was
ommitted abouti oan years. ago, Wilber
rke jaIl and after recapture managed
Sget irav from the sheriff. Alarge re-
ardwasi nared for his capture. After
uhi 4dal e -was putmon trial ,as ;Ohy-

ane. Tle ery dlsagr&ed add hd weant
ackl toJall, At the next tripl he was de
5e ed niotml Patterson, the noted
tenVesr iwyer, and was acquitted. The

lr ct•s wt5,wFreaItroae against him

and he owed, perhaps, his acquittal to the
efforts of his wife, who raised money by
mortgage for his defense. The trial dis
closed that his real name was Harry Pat
terson, but he denied for a long tlme
such was the case. After the trial he
came back here and was recently sup-
nosed to be peddling goods in the direc
tion of the Judith basin.

THE INQUEST.

nol. Yates Tells the Jury a Good Deal
About Wilber.

A jury composed of Messrs. Crutcher,
Castner, Clinton, Bridges, Ringwald and
J. W. McKnight assembled today at the
jail and viewed the body of James Wil-
her. In the absence of Dr. Ladd Judge
Dyes acted as coroner. County Attorney
Taylor examined the witnesses and sub-
jected them to a close and rigid scrut-
iny.

Linn, the Chinese prisoner, testified
that he heard some noise. Linn "no
sabee English." He proved to be a poor
witness.

J. Feaster another prisoner said that
he heard a thud about nine o'clocki, as if
something had snapped. Between 12 and
2 o'clock he heard something jar against
the wall of a cell. All the cells quivered
with the vibration.

Dan Hart fell asleep and practically
knew nothing.

Dr. Gordon said that he examined the
body of Wilber which was suspended
from the top row of the grating in a cell
on the upper floor. He had been dead
sometime; his death was the result of
otrangulation. He was in a top bunk and
after adjusting a noose made of blanket
around his neck and tied his hands to his
legs he had rolled oR the bunk and al-
lowed himself to strangle to death. He
died in his opinion by his own act.

Dr. Crutcher, who was also asked to
testify, said that he agreed with Dr. Gor-
ion. He said that Wilber's left foot was
tied while the other was Icoser. The strain
partly forced the bones from the socket.

Some surprise was caused when Mirs.

Sketch of Wilber Hanging from the Cell Grating.

[Above is an accurate view of Wilber as he appeared when found dead this morn-

ing. It is from a photograph by Mr. Aaberg and was engraved by Mr. Scotten.]

Harry Curtis was called as a witness, for
no one could tell how she could be con-
nected with the case., The suspense was
broken wheq she said that looking out of
her window she saw three or four men
enter the jail between 12 and 2 o'clock
last night. The electric light enabled
her to'see them. One of them unlocked
the door:

It was supposed that this testimony
would lead to a "lynching bee," butit was
soon made known that the three men were
an. alleged murderer from Dakota and
some officials.

The event of the day was the testimony
of Sol Yates. Just before SBol's arrival
the court was cleared for some mysterious
reason. Sol went in and was asked to
lock the door. He began his testimony,
but the door remained locked, which was
very improper. It is to be hoped that
it was the result of inadvertence.

Finally the press and public were ad-
mitted and they had the pleasure of hear-

ing Sol's evidence, which was necessarily
of a rambling character.

Sol Yates said that a prisoner heard

some groaning last night and others spoke
of the thud against the cell wall. He said

that Sheriff Downing took the keys away

last night for fear some persons might

try to lynch Wilber and would first de-

mand them from Jailer Yates. "I would

not," continued Jailer Yates, "allow Mrs.

Wilber to enter the cell. I told her that

she could talk to him through the cell

bars and must do so in such a manner as

to be heard. I explained that we were

not responsible for his troubles and ad-

mitted that I had made Inq•iries of the

blacksmith. I told her that Wilber ought
to have been hanged in Cheyenne. She

abused, me and I was mad."
"Wilber said," continued Sol Yates

"that he didn't know what he was arrested

for." 'I can tell you-- quick, said I.

You are In jail for murdering those peo-

ple in the Judith. You traded off their

oorses and wagon.' Mrs. Wilber said she

gave him money to buy the wagon and

horses. '•onesense, says I, 'where did

you get money to give him.' She whim-

pared. I told her, 'the next time you
ought to marry a preacher.' After she
left. Wilber blubbered like a baby."

"I locked up about 9:20; Sheriff Down-
ing said to put all the looks on. The
lever was on in Wilber's cell but the door
would not lock. No one except his wife
saw Wilber last night."

Sol Yates theli spoke of the precautions
taken, in answer to inquiries by Dr.Crutcher. "About 3 or 4 o'clock we
searched the There were three
linthen strips ch we supposed were
left ther n bo. olden. When Down-
ing cr g

h 
buekhe opened the cell. Wil-

be!r was not inclined to talk. 'Jim,' said
I, 'this is the cell you rivited your-
self.' I referred to the time when
he was employed at the jail. I said at
the time, jokingly 'Jim, you had better
leave a few rivets loose for yourself.'
'No - -will ever put me in jail again,I
would die at the door first." Sol Yates
then described how Sherift Downing
came to the jail this morning about 7
o'clock and on going to Wilber's cell
found him hanging from the grating
dead. He had used a piece of blanket to
hang himself.

This ended Sol's testimony and the
court took a recess.

After the recess the jury reassembled
and brought in a verdict that Wilber
killed himself at 11 p. m. last night, by
strangulation.

A CLUE TO THE VIOTIMS.

The Murdered People Are Supposed to be
Briggs and Kurtr.

HELENA, June 22.-[Special to the
TRInUNE.--A telegram from Fort Ma-
ginnis says that the Judith victims are
supposed to be Joseph Kurtz and wife
and Ed. Briggs and wife of Helena. The
little girl belongs at the Grass Valley
mine.

The Kurtz family were at the Grass Val-
ley mine, where they were running a
miners' boarding house. The little girl
was adopted by them and was a daughter
of J. Schaust, late of Dewitt & Arnold's

meat compay. Her father is now in Oma-
ha clerking.

HUSTON HEARD FROM.

He suggest. that Wlmber's Body be Kept

Overground Until He Arrives.

A telegram received from Benton by
the TtIBsaE announces that Huston, the
freighter whom Wilber joined in his

camp, as related by the Argus, arrived in
that city this afternoon. It is suggested
that the body should be held for identifi-
cation by Huston. Sheriff Downing re-
tains possession of Wilber's body and will
do the burial act. The interment will
probably be postponed until Huston's ar-
rival tomorrow.

New Freight Rates.

EDIToR TRIBUNE:o--Taking effect June

21, '89, Canal, Lake & Rail, rates, from
New York to St. Paul, via Inland Trans-

portation Co., Northern Steamship Co.,
and Eastern Ry., of Minnesota, are named
as follows: 1st class 86c per owt., 2nd
class 81c per cwt., 8rd class 260 per cwt.,
4th class 20c per cwt., 5th class 180 per
owt.,6th class 17e per owt. Yours, etc.,

P. KILLY, agt.

Great Falls, Mont., June 21, '89.

To Woman aSufragiats.
Not all persons realize the great and

growing sentiment in favor of equal suf-

frage. In order to bring the subject be-
fore the Constitutional Convention, it is

requested that all adults, iale or female,
who desire an equal suffrage provision
incorporated in the new constitution, will

write to at least one of the delegates from

their county, requesting him to work for

such a provision. Eva Warren Collher,

Bedford, Mont., May 21, 1889.

Diamond flour appears to be thie favor-

ite brand.

reares and Colts for sale,

We have a band of 50 head of fine

brood mares, with colts, for sale. The
Sares are o good sine sod wellbred. The

lot can be bought at a bargain by apply-
ing to Atsnw,'ATP & CoARInEtR.

WILBER'S CRIMES.

IMPORTANT STATEMENT BcY twERY
A HIUON.

sheriff Clary indg. Traces of Blood I•
the Bain Wages •Did Wilber Mur-

der the Pead•Br-More Light

on Hit~ rlmes.

More facts are comino to light alout
James Wilber. Mucii regretis expressed
that he hested the gallows. It is
deemed certain thi• hewould have been
lypched ithe Jidiy•t r by the time he
got there the chain of,'evidence against
him would have beeni gmplete and the
people lwould be too lmptient to wait for
judge and jury,

It is known that he wrote to his wife
from Marysville on May 18th, saying that
be was broke and asking her to send him
money. As the outfit whfchlhe had with
him when he went to',:Wodd's ranch t':
trade horses was worth abdiut.$700 it was
acquired by the foul deed he had com-
mitted. He was not the kind of a fellow
who could make $700 n three weeks.

Whether he followed the people whom
he murdered or met them iin the Judith
region may never be known. The people
who saw them make no mention of seeing
Wilber at all. He was accustomed to
long joarnyes in western wilds and it
would be just lille hi to dog the tracks
of the unsuspecting travellers.

It is now recalled that a peddlerknown
both as "Donegal" and the "Jrish Jew"
-has been missing for some time( He was
a well known character and when last
here went into partnership wit. Wilber.
They -left town together. After some
time Wilber returned alone and said that
"Donegal" had robbed him andfled. This
statement now creates the impression
that Wilber murdered the Irishman' and
took whatever money he had. Sisepicion
is so strong in regard to Wilber that it is
proposed to dig up the ground where his
house stood to see if there are any skele-
tons beneath it. It will be remembered
that Wilber's house was burnedt down
last winter, the flames having extended
to it from Allen's saloon next door.

It is also recalled that a person who
stayed a night in Wilber's lodging hPout
was robbed there of *100 and a-. atch.
He found the watch in the street near by,
but it supposed thit Wilber.put itthere-
so as to have the man suppose that he lost
the money in the street also.

The arrest of Wilber for the Wyoming
niurder is fresh in people's minds. He
was helping the plasterers on Albrecht's
house when the Cheyenne sheritff and
Sherlif Black of Choteau arrested him.
When accosted as "Harry Patterson," his
real name, by the Cheyenne sheriff he
made no answer. His demeanor was that
of a guilty man. He sat with handcutffs
on in the Park hotel, maintaining stolid
silence. He made no explanation and
sought no legal help. In Cheyenne he
peraisted in denying his right name until
a person who knew him well addressed
him as Patterson, when he owned up.

Sheriff Clary set out for home on Sat-
urday, taking with him the spring wagon
and horses. He Intends to undo the
trading done by Wilber and get back the
victims' property to await legal disposi.
tion. Sheriff Downing has received the
following letter from Sheriff Clary. It
it dated from Belt creek, Saturday:

Sheriff Downing: I met a man at Belt
creek tonight. He brings the report from
Lewistown that one of the men killed
was named J. Kurtz and his wife; the
other man's name was "Crates" or some-
thing similar. The little girl was an
adopted child of one of these men. Her
father works in a butcher shop in Helena.
The other lalty must be the wife of the
younger man. All were from Helena.
They were on their way to Maiden. I
cannot find any ouper on the wagon,
but there is lots of blood. It is reported
that the parties had about $1,500 with
them.

It will be seen from this that traces
were left in the wagon of the gory cargo
which the human monster Wilber had
placed there. The letter speaks also of
$1,500, of which so far there has been no
trace, It is probable that Wilber took
this money and hid it. He would not
have let so much plunder escape. Wheth-
er he hid It near the scene of the murder
to guard against detection or brought it
to town and secreted it remains to be
seen.

sIrs. Wilber has been talking a great
deal without saying much. It is known
that she and Wilber distrusted each other
and that they had quarrels. It is said
that he demanded $100 from her when he
came to town the other day and it is sur-
mised that he took her to the country to
gratify his thirst for blood and his greed
for money by killing her. His object in
taking her with him may have been, how-
ever, to disarm suspicion and make peo-
ple think that he was a land prospector.

Public thanks and something more sub-
stantial are due Sheriffs Clary, Downing
and Joe Hamilton. The facts now show
that Sheriff Clary followed up persistent-
ly the clue which the marks of the wagon
wheels gave him. He found out how
Wilber had traded the horses and wagon
and tracked him to Belt. Here Downing
and Hamilton completed the work. They
found out Wilber's doings so fully that

Olary and Hamilton were able to pounce
urou him on Friday.

Wilber was buried yesterday In the
clothes in which he died, liis widow
took no part in the funeral. He was bur
led as a dog might be, as he deserved no
better fate,

MORE LIGHT ON THE CRIME.

Important Statement by M'lr. HuRon Be-
fore Judge Dyas.

The statement appended was made yes-
terday by e[r. IHuson, who came from
Benton to see the body of the criminal,
which he at once identified. It is now
very clear that Wilber came with the
murdered people from helena, perhaps
as a guide, and that he shot one man and
woman in the back while theuy were in
the wagon. The other two he shot in the
head. He killed the people about three
miles from Lewistown and hauled the
bodies 25 miles. Wilber was constantly
firing shots while with the travelers. The
fiend did so to accustom the team to shoot-
ing.

TERRITORY OF MONTANA, .
COUNTY OF CACCAI)E.

On this 23d day of June, A. D. 1889, ap-
peared personally before me, Juo. P.
Dyas, probate judge, in and for said coun-
ty and territory, Emery A. Huson, who
laving been first duly sworn according to
law, deposes and says as follows: That
on the 8th day of June, A. D. 1889, I was
mn one of my ranches on the bottom of
the Judith river, about 2S miles aboveSample's crossing of the Judith. [The
ranch in question is in an out of the way
place, used as a winter sheep camp.]
There are but two ways of approaching
the ranch-one above and one below. I was
working together with a hired man on a
water ditch just above this ranch on the
day above named. I saw a team fording
the river, above the ranch; it was distant
from me about one-fourth of a mile. I
first heard the wagon and went around
the brush a short distance to get a view of
the ford. After the team had crossed the
ford it disappeared behind the brush and
I went back to my work. After a few
moments I started again to blok at the
outfit, wondering who could be traveling
in that direction, as it was entirely off the
road and never traveled by anybody but
myself. I got into my cart and started
down towards my ranch and had probably
gone 50 yards when I again saw the out-
fit at the lower nsud of the ranch, a dis
tance from me of about one-half a mile.
I drove rapidly towards the team and
when near enough saw a man tucking
down a wagon sheet close around some-
thing in the wagon box. The man left
his team and came forward to meet me,
which he did about 50 yards from the
team. When I first saw theteanmthe
sheet was on the bows, and when I met
the man It was off the bows and tucked
tight down around something in the wag
on, which seemed to fill up the wagttn
boxpretty well to the top. I spoke to tile
man first and asked him where he was.
going. He said he was going to Clagett.
Stold him that was not the roadt to lagnett.

He wanted to know if tlat was the edl Iof
that road. i told him it was.

I asked him if he could pull my grade,
and showed him a grade up the hill, lard-
ing up on to the bench, and at tire saner
timeasked himi hw much lolr lie had
on. He said that he had ten or fifteen
hundred pounds. I looked at his loud
and team from where I stood and told
him 1 thoughthe could pull the grade all
right. I then directed him to the Clagett
road, by the way of the grade, which was
in an easterly direction.

HI tioen pulled out down the river
towards the grade about a quarter of a
mile distant, and disappeared in the
brush. I afterward saw the wagon tracks
turn aff on a dim road before the grade
was reached. Other parties truced the
wagon tracks from this point, down to
the the river, a distanceof about aquarter
of a mile, where the bodies were found.

The next morning I sent out a man to
look for some work horses. When he
uame back lie told me that he had seen
an outfit camped at the mouth of Allen
coulee, on the bank of the river, which
ans-aered the description of the one seen
the day before-This was Sunday morn-
ing, June 9th.

At this camp on Alien coulee is tihe
plate where they afterwards found in the
Judith river, two watches, one large tray,
some soup plates, the irons of two satchels,
recently burned, two pairs of scissors and
various other articles. The outfit was
seen by my sheep herder an Sunday, the

eth, coming from this point on Allen
t:oulee moving back over tile same road
which it had travelled the day before.
He couldsee the outfit for a distance of
about four miles, travelling in a southerly
direction. It finally turned and disap-
peared into the hills in a westerly direc-
tion, from this direction I understand the
the tracks were traced through the
prairie to Stanford. The outfit, when Isaw it, consisted of two heavy, dark col-
ored horses, hitched to the wagon, orne
buckskin pony following, one nearly new
wagon. 1 have tisr day examined the
body of one, James Wilber, at
the jail of Cascade county, at
Great Falls, Montana, and I am able to
fully Identify it as being the one and the
same man seen by me with the outfit as
above described. EstERY A. HRsoN.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
day and year first above written.

JNo. P. l.v.s, Probate Judge

ULS NOTES.

The Plat of the New Townsite Nearly

Ready-Wool and Crop Report--

Mir. Ulam's Creamery.

Mil. David Churchill's flne residence Is
nearly completed. He moved from Sun
River to this place last week.

The plut of the townsite of Ulm is al-
most completed and lots will soon be put
on the market. .There is a good opening
here for a general store,

Adams, Hastie & Cv.'s wool clip, about
28,000 lbs., is at the station awaiting ship-
ment. This is of as fine quality as any
ever grown ia Montana,

Mr. Samuel Adams will erect a hand-
some two story residence on his ranch
south of this place during the sum mer.

Garden truck looks well and the gramn
crop has a good color, but unless more
rain comes there will be an entire failure,

Mr. Ulm's creamery is quite a success
and is turning out over 100 lbes. per week
of extra fine butter.

Ulm, June.22d, 1889.

Take it in Timer.

"For want of a nail, a shoe was lost;
for want of a shoe, a horse was lost; for
want of a horse, a rider was lost." Never
neglect small things, The first sig•s of
pneumonia and cosumptjepn ais posi-
tively be chlerked by W, 4c er'a :niie h

sevrr 111r0, ' . .' -

Headquarters for

All Kinds of Clothing,
BOOTS AND SHOES,

Gents' xu1'isli5ig Goods, Etc.
DUNN BLOCK,

Central Ave., - - Great Falls.

J. H. McKNIGHT & CO.,
T)EALERS

aitor A. Woods' lowcrs lBinders
SPRING WAGONS, BUGGIES,

Rushford Steel Skein and Tubular Axle Wagons
BUCK-BOARDS AND ROAD CARTS.

Also Hay Rakes, Hay Loaders and Hay Unloaders, Team and Buggy
Harness, Tents and Wagon Covers, Cooper's Sheep Dip Extras for Farm
Machinery.

Central Ave., near Third street. areat Falls.

Will offer this month

A Late Importation of Gents' Clothing,
Such as

Scotch Cheviots and Worsteds,
At a great reduction in price, ranging all the way from $6.50, $8.5 0, $9, $12,

$15, $17, $20, $22.50.

LADIES AND GENTS' CRUSHERS
In an endless variety of color; Will sell them from 75e,

$1, $1.50, $1.75, $2, $2.50. Not equaled in town.

CENTS' FURNISHINCS, Etc.
In GENTS' SHIRTS you will find the finest and largest assort-

ments, such as Silk (Cass and Cheviots, ranging in price from 75e
to $6.25.

We have also a large collection of NECK WEAR, which we will
sell at 25 cents.

Our stock of BOOTS AND SHOES is very large, and all very
mu-h below regular prices.

Mail orders promptly attended to.

A. NATJIIAN,
THE ONE-PRICE CLOTHIER.

GREAT FALLS, - - - - - MONT.

F 0 TBELT, 
MONTANA

, roceries, Dry Rollds, lnd

General Merchandise
The Best Prices always paid for Grain and Country Produce


