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th ree  cents per ton. Since then  the flume has been 
enlarged, an d  as it stands today it has not an equal 
th roughou t th e  w orld. W hile it  is w ithou t a peer, 
i t  is in teresting  to notice th a t a t the tim e of its pro
posal leading engineers and  m en of supposed good 
judgm en t had  deemed i t  an  im possibility.

A t the present tim e the m ining tow n of H orr 
an d  its coal w orks are  undergoing a..general.-over
hauling, rem odeling and  enlarging, all under the 
supervision of W are B. G ay, of New Jersey, whose 
ab ility  is no t questioned throughout the east as to 
being an  expert m ining prom oter. I t is evident from  
the present outlook th a t the tow n of H orr in a very

few years w ill be one of the leading com m ercial cen
ters of Park county.

T R A IL  C R E E K  M IX E S.

Of the num erous valuable deposits of coal in  
P ark  county, none deserve more favorable a tten tion  
than  those em braced w ith in  the Trail Creek district. 
These m easures are situated  in  the Belt range of 
m ountains about m idw ay between the Cokedale and 
H orr mines, and  d is tan t from  L ivingston about 
tw en ty  miles in a  southw estern direction.

These lands cover an  area of over 12,000 acres, 
including the properties of individuals and the odd 
num bered sections reserved for the N orthern  Pacific

R ailw ay com pany under its g ran t. Coal w as first 
discovered in  the Trail Creek D istric t some tim e d u r 
ing the seventies, by M. M. Black and  a few o thers; 
bu t no effort to  develop them  w as m ade un til 1884, 
w hen Byam  B rothers opened a m ine by  driv ing a t un- 
nel one hundred and e igh ty  feet upon the coal vein. 
Since th a t tim e, developm ent work has been going on 
continually, and the facilities for coal p roduc 'ion have 
been doubled by the recent advent of the T rail 
Creek railw ay.

M O U N TA IN  H O U S E  COAL M IN E S .

According to the g raphic description of these 
mines by G. C. Swallow, m ining engineer of Eng-
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land, we find them_located seventeen m iles southeast 
o f Bozeman and  a t the term in i of the Trail Creek 
railw ay , w hich is'about eight miles in leng th . These 
m ines extend a distance of one and three-quarters 
m iles from northw est to southeast in the liigh ridge 
on the no rtheast side of T rail creek, containing 
ab o u t three hundred  acres.

The coal is of the lignite form ation, w hich lias 
a  vast developm ent in th is jiart of M ontana. Seven 
beds of coal are  observed in  th is property throughout 
a  form ation not more tlian  800 feet in depth. It is 
so exjxised as to be easily mined, w hile the stra ta  of 
rocks, once covering these coal beds, are tipped up to
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an angle of some 40 degrees by  the ea rth ’s upheaval, 
thus enabling the easy drainage and operation of 
same.

N early all of the hanging walls of these coal 
beds are of strong sandstone and the roofs are  so in 
clined as to need but little  support and slight expense, 
w hich la tte r is readily  supplied by the abundance of 
tim ber in  the surrounding neighborhood.

By the inclination of the beds, one-third more 
coal is found tlian in  horizontal beds. The seven 
beds liave an  average thickness of 70 feet, y ield
ing  more tlian 4fi feet of solid, w orkable coal. 
The coal is free from  all in jurious substances, such

as the sulphides of iron  an d  lim e; b u t some of the 
beds contain sm all masses of native resin, like am 
ber, w hich increase the flame and heat, w hile some 
of these coals w ill cake and  make a good coke.

Building brick and stone are found in abundance 
in various localities along the bench lands. I t can lie 
obtained in  quan tities sufficient for the dem ands of 
any  city .

Lim estone is p rom inent in  the w estern w all of 
the lower canyon of the Yellowstone, about four 
miles above Livingston. Here can be seen a  solid 
w all of it one mile in  leng th  and one thousand feet 
in  height. The lime produced is of a superior qual-


